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BALDA US'S Account of the Coaſt 
of MaLABAR and COROMANDEL, 


1 „VVV 
India, and its manifold diviſi ns into kingdoms and 
W provinces: the manner «of which we ſhall treat of 
them : an account of the kingd;m of Cambaya : its 
produce, trade, and inhabitants: a deſcriptien of the 
iy of Amadabath; its riches, commerce, and force: 
alſo of the city of Surat, its wealth, and the power 
and magnificence of its grvernar e the city of Brochia : 
the general character of the people of the kingdom of 
Cambaya : the famous town of Mocha deſcribed ' its 
buildings and fortifications : the Maſauri and Ca- 
ravans : the city of Agra the reſidence of the Great 
AMigul deſcribed: a fleory manifeſting the crucliy 
and inſclence of his nobility. _ 3 


HE author, from whoſe writings we have 
extracted this account of the Eaſt Indies, 
was Philip Baldæus, a Lutheran miniſter, 

bo reſided for many years in Malabar and Coro- 
andel, from whence he removed to Ceylon : he 


$ been allowed to have been extremely accurate 


tte moſt authentic records: he was certainly well 


2 BALDEUS'S ACCOUNT OF 


and ſincere in his relations; to have adhered ſtrict. 
ly to fact, and to have avoided carefully thoſe ſa- Ml 
bulous Wires that abound in the writings of other 
travellers: moſt that he delivers he was an eye - 
witneſs of, and where to avoid a breach in his 
account, he is obliged to have recourſe to the 
aſſiſtance of others, he has taken care to conſult 


qualified to interſperſe thoſe military extracts that 
are to be found all through his performance, having 

perſonally attended, in his religious character, many 
ſieges, battles and expeditions, where he was very 
exact in his obſervations, by being intimately ac- 
quainted with a learned Bramin who lived in the 
ſame houſe with him. He had an opportunity of 
being well acquainted with the cuſtoms, manners, 
and religious ceremonies of the Eaſt Indians; and 
it was by means of this man that he ſometimes got 
an inſide-view of the pagods and pagan temples, a 
favour which ſcarcely any other traveller can boaſt of WF, 
having enjoyed. Upon the whole, it 1s generally A 
agreed that Baldæus is through the Ove an impat- 
tial writer. 


India, properly ſo called, was antiently divided 
into India beyond the Ganges, and India within the 
Ganges, the greater part of which is now known 
by the name of Indoſtan, and ſuppoſed to be thei 
Haviia of holy writ. 

India conſiſts of a great number of kingdoms 
and provinces, viz. Indoſtan, or the Mogul's domi. 
nions, Decan or Viſiapour, Malabar, Coromandel, 
Crika, Bengal, Pegu, Siam, Cambodia, the Mald:- 
via iſlande, the iſlands of Ceylon, Sumatra, Bot- 
neo, Banda, Amboina, the Molucca Iſlands, &e. 
&c. Of each of theſe in particular it is not our 


intention to treat, but barely of ſuch parts of . 
i 
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quainted with.; wherefore we ſhall begin with 


| Cambaya or Guzurat, a name by which a very 
| delightful part of one province is diſtinguiſhed, and 


whereby the whole is ſometimes denominated. 


Cambaya to the weſtward forms a peninſula up- 
on the gulf of India, and on the ſouthward it is 
bounded by the kingdom of Decan; it is. one of 


the moſt fruitful provinces in India, and ſupplies 
WW (creral of the neighbouring territories with divers 


peaſe, &c. it is famous for producing the beſt*cal- 

loco, and abounds with diamonds, amethyſts, cor- 

WW nclian and other valuable ſtones: the people in 
f general are of a quick conception, expert in trade, - 
not bad ſoldiers, and fond of learning; they are 
1 Wcither Pagans or Mahometans ; and perhaps com- 

NE merce is in no part of India in a more flouriſhing 

condition. This country is at preſent ſubject to 

ore Great Mogul ; but was formerly governed by 

ly its own king, whoſe revenues were very conſider- 

ha 


the field; it is ſaid to contain about thirty towns of 
note, among which are Amadabath, Cambaya, Surat, 
Diu, &c. 5 ä 
The city of Cambaya not only gives name to a 
gulf, at the bottom of which it is ſituated, but to 
he whole province; it lies in twenty-two degrees 
ind thirty minutes north latitude, and is called the 


MWziro of the Indies, being a fine port, and a place 
10 f great trade; it is handſomely built, and forti- 
el, | | 


ve Wd with a triple wall, with twelve great gates, 
ld endes having a gate at the end of every ſtreet, 
hich is ſhut up at a certain hour of the night to 
Ke revent any diſorders. Without fide the gates are 
dur fine ponds of water, and ſeveral magnificent 
lu. ardens for the uſe of the inhahitants, who are for 
„ Ba > the 


dia as our author had an opportunity of being ac- 


ſorts of proviſions, ſuch as butter, oyl, wheat, rice, 


able, and who could bring a numerous army into - 


4 BALDAUS'S ACCOUNT OF 
the. moſt part Pagans, and drive a conſiderable trade 
in ſuperfine ſtuffs with Div, Goa, Achen, Maca, 
and Perſia, having three public market- Places within 
the city. 
About eighteen leagues from the city of Cam- 
| baya lies Ambadabath, "which 75 is not only the prin- 
cipal city of the diviſion called Guzurat, but of the 
whole kingdom of Cambaya ; it is built upon the 
river Indus, directly under the tropic of Cancer: 
this town is large and populous, the ſtreets are 
ſpacious, and the buildings, as well public as pri- 
vate, very magnificent. Here is one of the fineſt 
moſques in all India; it was formerly a Pagan tem- 
ple; and is curiouſly adorned with moſaic work, ard 
agate of different colours, of which the neighbouring 
mountains yield great plenty: there are alſo two 
or three public endowments for the reception of 
maimed or ſuperannuated monkies, an animal held 
in great veneration among the Banians who inhabit 
Amadabath, which was formerly the ſeat of the 
Pagan kings, many of whoſe. tombs are ſtill worth 
attention. 
| The chief commodities of the place are girdles, 
' tuibans, damaſks, tapeſtries, ſattins, filk-ſtuffs, 
ſugar, opium, borax, gum-Jacca, preſerved ginger, 
ſal-armoniac, and indigo, called here anil ; they alſo 
deal in muſk and ambergreaſe; but theſe are brought 
hither from Pegu and Bengal. It is the reſidence , 
of a governor, who is very rich, and takes the rankW 
of a raja or prince, under whom there is always 3 
well diſciplined garriſon to awe the Badures, 1 
neighbouring people that are free-booters, independ- 
ent of the Mogul, whote dominions they ravag: 
with every fair opportunity. Under the juriſdictio 
of Amadabath ate twenty- five conſiderable towns 
and a great number of villages: the country about 
it, which is a plain, diſplays a moſt beautiful land 


eure; ; it is watered by the river Indus, and is * 
| lige 
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liged to furniſh the Mogul upon occaſion with fifty 


| elephants and twelve thouſand horſe. - 


Surat is ſituated upon the gulf of Sander and 


is handſomely built, being inhabited by many Eng- 


Iſh, French, and American merchants, who dwell 
here on account of its being the place to which 


the diamonds paid to the Mogul, by way of tribute 


from the king of Golconda, are brought : : it is alfo 
the mart for pearls, which are found off Cape Cor- 
morin, and in ſeveral parts of the Perſian gulf; 

for muſk, which is imported hither from China; 


for ambergreaſe, that is abundantly produced about 


the Cape of Good Hope; for civet, taken from an 
animal of the ſame name; for divers ſorts of drugs, 
the product of Arabia, and other places; for all ſorts 
of Indian ſpices, viz. the nutmegs of Molucca, the 
cloves of Macacar, the cinnamon of Ceylon, and 
the pepper of Malabar; as well as for variety of 
Indian-ftuffs, and cloths, and callicoes. The go- 
vernor never goes abroad without a. numerous train 
of attendance, both of horſe and foot, who make 


a very magnificent figure, he being either carried 


in a litter, or riding upon an elephant. The go- 


vernment is only temporary, being ſeldom left to 
done man more than four or five years. The cul- 


toms paid to the Mogul upon exports and imports 
are very conſiderable, being one tenth either in 
money or. goods, at the option of the merchant. 

In Surat are to be found people of all religions, 
each man living according to his own principles ; 
but the Mahometans are the moſt numerous party; 
and there are a ſect of Pagans, of ſo humane a dif- 
poſition that they account it a crime to deprive the 
meaneſt inſect of life: and their prieſts who go 
naked, their bodies clotted with dirt, and their 
hair growing down almoſt to their feet, leſt they 
ſhould offend againſt this ordinance of their reli- 
gion, carry in their hand a large feather fan, where- 
B 3 with 


—_ 


* 


6 BALDAUS'S ACCOUNT OF 
with they bruſh the duſt before them as they 
walk, that they may not-tread upon and kill a 
worm. The people of Surat are extravagant in 
ornamenting their houſes, and have often floors of 
porcelain, They have but little glaſs in their 
windows, uſing inſtead thereof crocodile-ſcales, 


mother of pearl, and tortoiſe-ſhell, through which, 
being of different colours, the ſun ſhining, cauſes an 


agreeable diverfity of light and ſhade. The tax. 


gatherers and officers of the cuſtoms are often very 
inſolent to ſtrangers; and in 1649 their exactions 
obliged the Dutch to ſeize upon ſome goods belong- 
ing to the Mogul, the conſequence of which was a 
treaty that ſet the rights and liberty of e 
upon a ſurer footing. 

About ten leagues from the ſea, and twelve to 
the north of Surat, ſtands the city of Brochia, on 
the fide of a very pleaſant hi] 


| Vat the bottom of 
wich runs the river Nardabat hich might af- 
ford a goed harbour for ſhippin but the paſſage 


is ſtopt up by a ſand-bank, about four leagues from 


the city towards the ſea, It is famous for having 
manufzCtories of cloth, and the whiteſt linen in 
India. The Dutch and Engliſh had formerly ſettle- 
ments here, and the people of Malabar were wont 
to ſend hither nine or ten ſhips yearly. * The inha- 
bitants in general are Benjans, and among them are 
many rich merchants and ingenious callico weavers, 
All merchandize paſſing through this town pays a 
duty of two per cent. to the Mogul: it contains 
| eighty-ſeven villages in its territory; the ground 
round it, except juſt where it ſtands, is for the moſt 


art low; but the high mountains of Vindat riſe 


about ſix leagues to the ſouth-eaſt of it. 


Goga is a ſmall town upon the gulf of Cambaya, 


about thirty leagues from the city ſo called; it is 
defended towards the ſea by a ſtrong ſtone-wall, 


but on the land- ſide entirely open: here the ſhips 
Out- 


W a 


3 
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outward bound from Cambaya and Amadabath, for 
Arabia and the ſouthern parts, often putting in to 
victual: it was alſoa ſtation for the Portugueſe con- 
voys ; for the road, though ſhallow, is very ſafe, 
This province has many other towns of ſome note, 
beſides what we have mentioned; ſuch as Patta- 
patane; Mungerol, a place that produces excel- 
lent cotton; Brodera, where the companies ſome- 
times keep factors to buy up coarſe cloth, of which 


large quantities are therein made. The people of 


this province are artfu] and ſubtle, requiring to be 


matched with equal policy: gravity, reſerve, and 


ſplendor impoſe upon them, and theſe are modes 
that muſt be obſerved, becauſe they protect you 
from being over-reached : at the ſame time they 


| are to be treated with great civility z for inſolence 


or affectation of ſuperiority they will not brook. 
Their principal commodities are lead, quick-filver, 
cinnabar, ivory, copper, tin, porcelain, nutmegs, 
cloves, mace, and pepper; in buying any of which 
they will cheat you, both in weight and meaſure, 


if not carefully watched. Their trade to Mocha 


is very great, and renders it neceſſary both to the 


Dutch and Engliſh to keep fair with them. 


Mocha is a town in Arabia Felix, ſubject to the 


| Turks; it gives name to a pretty large province, 


and is fituated at the entrance of the Red Sea, in 
thirteen degrees and twenty-eight minutes of north 
latitude. It, was formerly a poor village, inhabic- 
ed only by fiſhermen, but now it is a place of very 
great importance, and of conliderable extent; the 
ground about it is barren ;_it is not walled in, but 
the houſes, which are flat-topped like thoſe of 
Conſtantinople, are handſome and commodious, 
being built of red and blue ſtones : the harbour to 
the northward is defended by a caſtle built of blue 
ſtone. In this town are three fine Pagan temples, 
one of which, ſtanding in the midſt of the city, is 

| | B 4 adorned 
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8 . BALD AUS'S ACCOUNT OF 
adorned with a high ſteeple. As it is the reſting. 
place of ſeveral caravans, the trade has been tran. 
ferred thither from Adon, a city which has declined 
apace for ſome time paſt, It is inhabited by Turks, 
Arabians, Benjans, and Jews, and is pretty popu- 
Jous ; but chiefly, from the beginning of March to 
the middle of September, when the Manſauri ar. 
rives here, a ſhip belonging to the Grand Signior, 
and kept to tranſport for his uſe the richeſt commo- 
dities of the Red Sca : its cargo conſiſts of pieces of 
eight, gold ducats, Italian gold-tiſſues, camblets, 
quick- ſilver, ſaffron, &c. beſides ſuch ſlaves as are 

taken up the Levant, and it is generally eſteemed 
worth three millions of 1eals : this ſhip ſails bac k in 

January, laden with ſpices, indigo, fine callicoes, 
turbans, and other Indian wares. 

There arrives here conſtantly in March a caravan 
of Jews, Arabians, and Armenians from Alexandria 
and Aleppo; it conſiſts of ſixteen hundred camels, 
and is laden with twiſted ſilk, gold- wire, red coral, 
cinnabar, ſaffron, myrrh, needles, ſpectacles, olaſles, 
| knives, and ſcifars, &c. and this caravan leaves the 
place in December, laden with all ſorts of Indian 
goods; it ſeldom travels above three or four leagues 

a day, marching very ſlowly : with it there come a 
multitude of pilorims bound to the tomb of Ma- 
homet at Medina, about eight leagues from Mec- 

cha; of theſe it is ſaid there are yearly not leſs than 

thirty five thouſand, 

Mocha is in the juriſdiction of the Baſha of 

Yemak ; and the revenues of it are ſaid to be 

worth to the Grand Signior two hundred thou: 


ſand reals yearly: every " bale or cheſt of goods 
pays a certain private duty according to its value I 
to the governor; and thus the pains the governor 
is often ſeen perſonally taking in ſhipping or un- 
ſhirping goods in this town, is eaſily accounted 


for. All enn __ that anchor here are ob- 
liged 
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liged to land their whole cargoes, and pay the full 
duty, whether they diſpoſe of them or no; when 
they have.cleared all out, they carry their fails and. 
rudder aſhore, and then fire a cannon to warn the 
governor, that he may ſend an officer on board to 
ſee that they have not ſecreted any thing. * Each of 
theſe ſhips is moreover obliged to pay an extraordi- 
nary tax, called anchorage-money ; this is raiſed 
from ten to fifty reals, according to the burthen of 
the veſſel. | | 
Beſides theſe extortions upon the Nachodes or 
{ Mooriſh officers, there is ſtill another; for as ſoon 
| as they come into port, they are brought before the 
governor in great ſtate, attended by drums, pipes, 
& c. being firſt inveſted with a certain robe of cere- 
mony, which is taken from them on their return; 
and the ſame farce is played over again when they 
are about to quit the town, for which they pay 
near fifty reals in all. About the ſpring, the Por- 
tugueſe ſkips from Goa, Goga, and other places, put 
in here with rice and tobacco, which they diſpoſe 
of to the people of the country; as alſo indico, ' 
| calicoes, Guzurate ſtuffs, fail- cloth, and drugs, 
which are ſold to the "Turkiſh caravans. They are 
| paid for their cargo in pieces of eight, and a valua- 
2 ble red dye. | 2 
About the ſame time ſhips from Cambaya and 
IE Malabar bring hither pepper, all ſorts of India cloth, 
an ſuperfine turbans, white and blue girdles, painted 
; callicoes, rice, tobacco, porcelain, &c. and take 
ly in return.railins, almonds, red dye, elephant's teeth, 
coffee, and ſometimes horſes, The want of wood 
4 and water is a. great defect in this, town: theſe 
| | however, as well as proviſions, are plantyzin a ſmall 
de iland in the neighbourhood, uſed by-the:Englith to 
or Ncareen in, where old cloaths are a ver 5 valuable com- 
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10 BALDEUS'S ACCOUNT OF 
| Before we quit theſe territories, it will not be 
: amiſs to ſay ſomething of the city of Agra, where- 
in the Great Mogul reſides. Agra 1s the capital of 
Indoſtan, ſituated beyond the Ganges, upon the 
river Gemini; it is large, but not well-built, ſur- 
- rounded with a ſtrong. wall of red ſtone, and forti- 
"fied with a ditch an hundred cubits in width, and 
it is a good day's journey to ride round it on horſe- 
back; wherefore it is called the Queen of the Eaſt. 
The ſtreets are very long, and full of ſhops and 
magazines: there are in it fifteen market - places, 
and eighty caravanſeras, or places appointed for 
the reception of thoſe who travel in caravans, 
There are ſome elegant houſes belonging to the 
nobility; but in thoſe of private people there is 
nothing remarkable; for in calling them indifferent 
we ſay no worſe than can be ſaid of all the towns 
in India. They are divided one from the other by 
high ſtone-walls, intended principally to , conceal 
their women. There is nothing in the whole town 
particularly worth ſeeing, except ſome tombs that 
are in the ſuburbs; and the royal palace, in which 
the general aſſembly of the great men of the em- 
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pire meet, who very often are guilty of the molt | 

_ atrocious crimes, even in the preſence of their ſo- 

vereign, and they have been known to murder one, 

another before his face, as happened in 164% f 

when a commandant of five thouſand horſe refent-W ; 

ing ſomething that had been ſaid to him by the, 

king's Bakia, which he interpreted into an affront, x 
# though never meant as ſuch, diſpatched him with his | 
j fcymetar ; whereupon he himſelf fell beneath the q 
ſwords of two others who were friends to the de. - 


ceaſed, And the conſequence was a violent com- 

motion, wherein many people loſt their lives, and: 

to quell which a very conſiderable force proved ne-ff ei 

1 cellary ; however the Mogul, who had been an eye. in 
Ss witnel 


: 
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e witneſs of the whole, ordered the body of the ag- 
0 greſſor to be flu ng into the river, and therein mani- 


of feſted an inclination to A 


CHAP. II. 


nd 72, ſtrength and importance of Din, in poſſe 2 n of 
| the Portugueſe : the kingdom and city of Viſiapour 
| deſcribed : the revenge of an Italian upon one of the 
nd  Megul's officers, for being over-cur ious, related: an 
i account of Bombay, and of the firft ſettling of the 
oe Portugueſe under Albuquerque at Gia: the air of 
18, Goa very hurtful: - the great power of the viceray : 
il te Portugueſe inhabitants of Goa characterized: 
Ve diviſſons of Malabar; us produce and trade: the 
cd mate inclement. 


HERE is a ſmall iſland on this fide the Gan- 
ges, called Diu, in which is a city of ſome 
note bearing the ſame name; wherein the Portu- 
gueſe, who have been poſſeſſed of it ſince the 
| year 1553, have three ſtrong forts," one of which 
is thought impregnable, being ſurrounded with 
Ja double ditch filled with ſea- water, in one of 
| which there is a good anchorage for ſuch veſſels as 
are admitted into it : it is built upon a high rock, 
flanked with ſtrong baſtions, and furniſhed with 
ſome pieces of aitillery. The trade of this place 
was much greater formerly than it is now; the 
Dutch and Engliſh have removed it to Surat. 
 Laman, Chaoul, and Bazain ſhared in the fate of 
| Diu, and declined apace when their traffic was loſt; 
ſo that at preſent they are but little noticed. 
At the mouth of the river Helevaro, which takes 
its riſe from the mountains of Ballaquate, ſtands a 
city called Dabul it is in the kingdom of Decan, 


in . twenty, and was once a * of good 
0 trade; | 


12 BALDAUS'S ACCOUNT OF 
trade; but has not quite recovered ſince it was plun- 
dered and burned by the Portugueſe under Dalmey. 
da in the year 1 508. 

Having taken notice of the moſt remarkable 
— * in the kingdoms of Cambaya and Decan, we 

all now proceed to Viſiapour, it being the next 
in our way, meaſuring in length two hundred and 
fifty leagues, and an hundred and fifty in breadth, 
The principal city in this territory bears the ſame 
name; it is five leagues in compaſs, ſurrounded 
by ſtrong walls, with five noble gates, whereonf 
were ſaid to be a thouſand pieces of cannon, braſs 
and iron; amoneſt which was one carrying five 
hundred and forty pound of gun-powder : this was: 
ſaid to be the work of a native, of Rome, who 
threw one of the king's commiſſioners that pretend- 
ed to iÞquire into what it had colt, into the mold 
whercin he had caſt it, The king's palace is in the 
midit of the town, ſurrounded by a ditch filled with 
water and abounding with crocodiles. It had for- 
merly a ſovereign of its own; but was reduced by 

the Great Mogul after a very weariſome war: it i 
forty leagues from Dabul, and ſixty from Goa; 
cloſe to it runs the river Mandoa; ; Narraſpour and 
Serrapour, two villages, the former of which was 
once the reſidence of the kings of Viſiapour, are 
now united to its ſuburbs, which are inhabited by 
it richeſt merchants. 

Bombay, which formerly belonged to the Portus 

gueſe, but was given to the Engliſh in 1662, as 
part of the dowry of the Infanta of Portugal, when 
married to our Charles II. and wherein our Eaſt 
India company have a conſiderable ſettlement, Is 
ſituated in the kingdom of Viſiapour, as is alſo 
Wingurla, where the Dutch are poſſeſſed of a good 
factory, and which is of great importance to themy 
as well on account of its great plenty of proviſions 


as for its proximity to Goa. 
Gos 
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Goa is the capital of the Portugueſe Indies, be- 


ſubdued by Albuquerque, a name well known in 
this part of the world, who was driven out of it 
once, but returned with an additional reinforce- 
ment, and took it again by aſſault: after which ex- 
ploit, he took care to fortify the place with brick 
and ſtone, and erected a brazen croſs, which being 
found among the ruins of ſome part of the town, 
without any one's being able to comprehend whence 
it could come, was called miraculous; and in order 
to ſecure to the Portugueſe a firm footing here, he 
offered conſiderable advantages to ſuch of his ſoldiers 
as intermarried with the women of the country. 
Goa ſtands upon an iſland formed by the ri- 
vers Mandova and Guari, in fifteen degrees and 
twenty minutes of north latitude ; it is ſurrounded 
by very high mountains, which prevent the free 
courſe of the air, and conſequently render it 
holeſome; and it is fatal to moſt European con- 
Witutions, a circumſtance that hinders it from being 


here is in it a great number of handicraft tradeſ- 
nen; and the principal ſtreet is lined with ſhops 
of ſilk, porcelain, drugs, &c. Proviſions, and all 
forts of wares are daily ſold by a public auctioneer 
alled lalang, to the bigheſt bidder, in the market- 
place; and here a man may, in a ſhort time, pur- 
hafe ſlaves, houſes, furniture, or any thing which 


Wexceflive heat. Their police is good and well regu- 
Wated ; and they have a public infirmary, thought 
Wy thoſe who have ſeen it and compared it with 
others, to be one of the fineſt in the world. The 
hurches of Goa are ſuperbly adorned ; the win- 
rows being ſet with mother of pearl inſtead of glaſs : 


dra], 
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Jing the ſeat of a biſhop and a viceroy ; it was firſt - 


ſo well inhabited as it might otherwiſe be: however, 


Ne ſtands in need of. Little buſineſs can be done 
ere in the middle of the day, on account of the 


acre are ſeven pariſh churches beſides the cathe- 


, 
ü 
ſ 
j 
| 
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dra), and many monaſteries : the port is a very fine 
one, and may be put in competition with thoſe of 
Conſtantinople and Toulon, which can be exceed- 
ed by none. It is remarkable, that no fiſh are found 
in it, and ſcarcely any pigeons can live in the air 
of Goa, which is however well noted for ex- 
cellent ſweetmeats. The Jeſuits are called here 
Pauliſts, from a great church belonging to them, 
dedicated to St. Paul; they have four other churches 
beſides, the ceiling of one of which, known by 
the name of the Good Jeſus, is 'finely painted, 
The vice-royalty of Goa is one of the greateſt in 
the world, having under it, at the viceroy's dif- 
poſal, the government of Moſambic in Africa, 
of Maſcate in Arabia, of Ormus in Perſia, of Cey- 
lon near Cape Comorin, and of Molucca at the 
bottom of the Gulph of India; any one of which 
is as profitable as the beſt government in. Europe, 
Tt is certain, that though the territory of Goa does 
not produce ſo much now, as before the Dutch and 
Engliſh had obtained fo firm a footing in India as 
they now maintain, it ſtill yields very great wealth 
to the crown of Portugal. = 
The Portugueſe, who are naturally indolent, are 
here ſtill more fo; for giving themſelves up entirely 
to ſenſuality and pieaſures, they leave their buſineſs 
to be managed by ſlaves, to whom even the women 
abandon the care of their children. The iſſue of 
an Indian woman and a Portugueſe are called Meſ- 
tizes, and the offspring of theſe again are called 
Caſtizes. Drunkenneſs is here but little known, 
yet murders, in conſequence of very trivial diſputes, 
are frequent, and fornication and adultery are 
thought nothing of, luſt being no where more in- 
dul-ed : however, the men, who are perhaps not 
without cauſc extremely je alous, never permit their 
wives to walk; if they go abroad, they are covered 


in cloſe chairs and veiled, and at home are kept 
in 
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in the upper part of the houſe, where the win- 
dows are latticed, and ſo contrived as to admit of 
no communication with the ſtreet; they all uſe 
ſnuff extravagantly, and none of them, who are in 
the leaſt removed from the common herd, will 
walk out without having their ſword carried b 
one ſervant, and an umbrella by another; perhaps 
no people can be more proud; they are fond of 
ſtroking up their whiſkers. The venereal diſeaſe 
is common here, and they are afflicted with fe- 
vers, which they cure by bleeding ; they devour 
large quantities of ſweetmeats, and drink a deal of 
water : the women Jive much upon rice, though 
they have wheaten bread ; they alſo chew beetle and 
d:ink arrack, and make great ule of pickles, whence 
they contraCt a very pale complexion. 
About twelve leagues from Goa is the iſland of 
Anchedia, covered with wood, and the water 


about it well. ſtored with fiſh: the Portugueſe had 
| a ſtrong fort here formerly, which they demoliſh- 


ed themſelves, finding it but of little ſervice, as 
they did that of Onor, a city alſo in this neigh- 


| bourhood, but belonging to the kingdom of Caſa- 


ra; the ſoil whereof is fertile in rice and other 
neceſſaries of life; the inhabitants are well able 
to bear hard labour. The next city of note is Bate- 
calo, which became tributary to Portugal in the 


| reign of Emanuel; but the inhabitants ceaſing to 
| pay their quota, they. were ſoon brought to terms 


by a Portugueſe fleet commanded by Alphonſo 
Renes, and afterwards by Soſaga, who obliged 
them not only to acknowledge their ſubjection, 
but alſo compelled the queen to pay the arrears 
of the tax. Beſides what we have mentioned, there 
are the towns of Barcelor, Baranor, and Mangalor, 
which not being of any conſequence, we ſhall paſs 
over, and proceed to Malabar, which begins about fifty 
leagues to the ſouth of Goa, extending to Cape Co- 

morin, 
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morin, and the utmoſt borders of India on this ſide 
the Ganges. 

Malabar was formerly ſubje& to one ſovereign 
who reſided at Celeuff; but he being loſt on his 
return from viſiting the tomb of Mahomet, and 
leaving no heirs, his eſquire, his ſword-bearer, and 
his ſcepter-bearer, being the principal people in 
power, divided the kingdom between them. 

It now contains the kingdoms of Canamor, Ca. 


lecut, Cranganor, Cochin, and Coulang ; to which Wi! 


ſome add Frecancon, Porca, and Coulecolang ; but 
they are fcarcely worth including. The whole 
country is well watered, and the communication 
between different places conſequently eaſy ; but 
the rivers in general are ſhallow, and not ca- 
pable of bearing ſhips of burthen ; the largeſt of 
them are Bergera, Parane, and Crunganon, which 
have eighteen or nineteen feet at high water, and are 
the boundaries of Calecut and Cochin: the former 
is a remarkable receptacle for pirates. 

During the months of January, February, and 
March, the nights along the coaſt are extremely 
cold, accompanied with thick fogs, yet the days 
are very hot, and they have a ſea- wind every day 
from ten in the morning till ſun-ſet, and a land- wind 
every night: from June to November it is very 
dangerous being on the coaſt, and their winter be- 
gins in May and continues till November. Pepper 
and cardamum are the principal products of Mala- 
bar; the former is better and cheaper at one 
place than another, it thrives beſt in the ſhade, 
and has a weak ſtem, like our vine, requiring 
ſupport; every ſtem bears about ſix bunches, each 
bunche a foot long, of the colour of red grapes be- 
fore it ripens; they are plucked green in October 
and November, and become black by being dried in 
the ſun upon mats: here is alſo good ginger and 


borborri of a ſaffron colour, with a few aloes. Ma- 
I 


- 
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labar alſo yields plenty of wax, an indifferent ſort 
en, Nof ſalt- petre, and ſome bezoar ſtones: the country 
his :bounds in cocoes and ſuch other fruit trees as are 
ind natural to the climate of India. | $4 
nd} Opium ſells well, the people uſing it in very 
in large quantities, and ambergreaſe will. ſell for five 

or fix reals an ounce; cloves, nutmegs, mace, al- 
Da. lum, china-root, lead, tin, copper, braſs, brim- 
ich Witone, cinnabar, red damaſks, ſcarlet and crimſon 
hut Ncloths, together with benzoin and coarſe porcelain, 
ole Hare all good commodities in this place. The whole 
on coaſt abounds with fiſh, and their cod is particularly 


but excellent; they have alſo oxen, ſwine, and al] forts 
a- of poultry in great plenty: from the cocoes is ex- 


of tracted a liquor, which taken ſparingly is not un- 
ch Mwholeſome, and from it arrack is diſtilled. 
re Cananorzis a populous city, the reſidence of its 
er king, who maintains a good number of muſketeers 
and archers; it was formerly a place of great trade, 


nd and many rich mahometan merchants live under 
ly {protection of the cannon of the fortifications, It 
ys Nis about forty leagues to the north of Cochin, and 
ay bas a large ſecure harbour, The city of Terma- 


patan is about two leagues ſouth of Cananor, and 
ſtrengthened on the land- ſide by a good ftanch 


al. ; 


gera, and extending to the river Canganor, being 
a ſpace of thiity-two leagues; it is twenty leagues 
Mead. | | : 
The king of Calecut is the moit powerful o 
the Malabar kings, having a good army, expert in 


author tells us, that the king of Calecut, whom he 
aw, appeared to be fifty years old, and that his 
ntelleets were much damaged by the immoderate 


the 


The ſecond kingdom in Malabar is Calecut, be- 
ginning four leagues to the ſouth of the river Ber- 


hre arms as well as in the bow and arrow. Our 


ie of opium. The crown does not deſcend to 


12 
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the king's ſon, but to his ſiſter or to the mother: 
neareſt kindred, as being the fide ſureſt from baſ. 
tardy. No pepper muſt be ſold here to any but the 


1 | ' king's factors, who afterwards diſpoſe of it at thief; 
bY - beſt market for his uſe. l 


5 CHAP. III. „„ 
The ſituation of the city of Cranganor; taken from tb. 
| Portugueſe by the Dutch : Syriac ſuppoſed to be pon 
=} by the Saviour of mankind : the eccleſi itical govern. 

x | ment of the Chriſtians hereabout related e their gre 
reſpect to St. Thomas : their baptiſms, burials and 

marriages : the city of Cochin deſcribed ; conſidi rab) 

damaged by the Duich; -who' in vain endeavour 1 

acquire the friendſhip of the cruntry cathelics : Peru 

and Caulang deſcribed : a character F the Ma labor 

gentlemen : Tutecoryn deſcribed : a ſbort account 0 


the pearl-fiſhery. 
FYRANGANOR is the chief city of the king 


| dom of the ſame name; it ſtands upon a hill 
being a ſandy ſoil, five leagues to the north of Co 
chin, and twenty to the ſouth of Calecut ; by i 
runs a winding river, which diſcharges itſelf at a 
little diſtance into the ſea: it was for many yeanſſir! 
the reſidence of a Portugueſe archbiſhop ; and 
when the Dutch took poſſeſſion of it in the year 
1662, having driven out the Portugueſe, after Wit 
ſtout reſiſtance, they found a noble college and W! 
library well furniſhed, the ſtructure of which wf 
very elegant; here was alſo a good cathedral an 
a church belonging to the Franciſcans ; withoulſb; 
the wall was the college of Chanotte, wherein thr 
Chriſtian, youths received their education, and tie: 
Syriac language was taught, which is in greif! 
eſteem, as a language ſuppoſed to have been ſome 
time uſed by the Saviour of mankind and his apoſtle 


is 
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ri The Chriſtians of Cranganor are not rich. St. 
bal. Thomas is their favourite ſaint, his feaſt being 
tberept on the firſt of July; and there are many pa- 
tbe ans who keep the ſame day in commemoration of 

im. Among the mountains of Chaldea lives their 
gh prieſt, who has an eccleſiaſtical council, con- 
iting of twelve cardinals, two biſhops, and ſeve- 
al prieſts, with whom he ſettles all religious dif- 
| theFW@putes, and his mandates are carefully obeyed. The 
ohenWriefts have their heads ſhaved ſo as to repreſent 
rn. croſs; they adminiſter the ſacrament in both 
reaWinds, making uſe of grape juice inſtead of wine, 
aniWnd always confeſling firſt; they do not baptiſe 
heir children in leſs than forty days, except in 
aſes of extremity ; they ſprinkle with holy water 
hen they enter the church, and their forms of 
urial are the ſame as in other catholic countries. 
The relations of the deceaſed entertain their friends 
0* about a week, in a plentiful manner, and the 
:|t is intermingled with prayers for the dead, 
rd encomiums upon his virtues and merit. They 
Weep a ſtrict lent of forty days; and moſt of their 
ſtivals are the ſame with thoſe obſerved hy other 
briftian churches; They have convents and nun- 
Peries, and adhere ſtrictly to their vows, particu- 
fly to that of chaſtity : they permit their clergy 
W marry once, but no oftener upon any account 
or can any marriage among them be annulled 
t by death; and the widow who takes a ſecond 
band in leſs than twelve months after the death 
W the firſt, forfeits her dowry. | | 
The Ifle of Vaykin, which is pretty fertile, 
ect to the king of Cochin, lies betwixt the ri- 
is of Cranganor and of Cochin, The Dutch 
W<cted a fort upon it, to which they gave the title 
New Orange in the year 1662, when they laid 
ge to Cochin ; the king of which place is in the 
intereſt 


* 
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Intereſt of the Portugueſe, and his dominions ay 
about ten leagues long, 

The city of Cochin is very ancient ; it is ple 
ſantly ſituated, but ſo very low and marſhy, th 
the air is not reckoned wholeſome, and yet iff 
abounds with proviſion ; and the Portugueſe, wh 
fortified it in 1504, have embelliſhed it conſiderably 
It is about two miles long, and lies in ten dere 
north Jatitude, having the fea to the welt ward 
and at the higheſt ſide, the river being near twer 
ty fathoms deep; but the entrance of the harbo 
in winter is difficult, being choaked up with fant 
which is carried away by the violence of the cu 
rent in ſummer. Some of the principal houſe 
have gardens that reach to the river, in whid 
there is plenty of fiſh, which the Chineſe at 
dextrous in catching with nets, The Jeſuits hi 
here a good church, with a very muſical rin 
of bells, alſo a college three ſtories high, ſurrount 
ed by a ſtrong wall; the cathedral was ſupport: 
by two rows of pillars ; it had a fine ſteeple, an 
was admired as a very maſterly piece of archite 
ture: but theſe and ſeveral other good churche 
were demoliſhed by the Dutch when they dro 
out the Portugueſe; however, they ſpared a Fm 
ciſcan monaſtery, and permitted two brothers, w 
inhabited it, to have a free exerciſe of their id 

— 
g The houſes of Cochin, ch pelo to any pt 
ple of ſubftance, are divided from each other | 
thin high walls: the Jews who inhabit here a 
neither white, black, nor brown, but of a cool 
between the three; they are allowed to have a 
nagogue without the fortifications. The Chrili 
ans and Mahometans, or natives of Malabar, ha 
different parts of the city aſſigned them to reli 


in, their REY ing been formerly prodi 
ti 
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ns e of great diſputes; that wherein the latter re- 
ide being lower than the other, and built after the 
ndian faſhion, with very broad ſtreets: however, 
„ the regal palace is built with brick and ſtone; and 
yet has ſome apartments that are lofty and ſpacious in 
| he European manner: near it is a pagan temple, 
rablyMWcſide which ſtands a large ciſtern. 8 

corel The Portugueſe had been in poſſeſſion of Co- 
hin about a hundred and fifty years, when they 
twenWvrere attacked by the Dutch in 1661, whom they 
pbliged to quit the ſiege and weigh anchor in the 
ght; but the ſucceeding year the Hollanders re- 
cu turned with great force, and obliged them to ſur- 
render on conditions, not at all diſhonourable to 
hoſe who were vanquiſhed, which were faithfully 
bſerved by the Dutch general, who was viſited 
von after the reduction by a Roman catholic 
biſhop, whom he received in a very reſpectful man- 
oundWrer ; but he found it impoſſible to gain the friend- 
ſhip of the head of the Malabar church, and many 
of his followers who inhabited the Chaldean 
mountains. TT AE 
About four leagues to the ſouthward of Cochin 
begins the kingdom of Porca or Percatti, the air of 
which place is not reckoned good, and the inhabi- 
tants are greatly afflicted with blindneſs and ſwel- 
led legs, which they attribute to certain nitrous 
particles that impregnate the water which they 
commonly drink ; the ſoil is very fruitful, and yields 
plenty of rice, When the Dutch arrived here in 
1042, they found the king engaged in a war with 
the Portugueſe, who had ſeized ſome part of his 
dominions. This monarch was glad of a new al- 


rilf ly ; in conſequence of the aſſiſtance promiſed him 
hay by the Dutch, he allowed them to load one ſhip 
el yearly with pepper in his kingdom, and granted 


bis protection to all ſhips belonging to the repub- 
lie of Holland that ſhould chance to touch at Por- 
| Ca, 
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ca. The king who reigned here in 1664, of u hom 


our author had an audience, was about twenty-four 
years old, ſtrong limbed, well. proportioned, and 
very active; his ears, fingers and feet were load. 
ed with jewels of conſiderable value: he has about 
| five hundred ſmall gallies, wherewith in the rainy 


ſeaſons, when the water covers all the furrounding 


countries, he makes frequent excurſions, to the great 
annoyance of the king of Cochin, who is his foe; 
he was for ſome time at variance with the Dutch, 
but they reduced him by the ſword. The people 
of Porca or Percatti uſed formerly-to tranſport their 
pepper to Mocha; but ſince the Engliſh have traf. 
ficked here in that commodity, they have eſtabliſh. 
ed a factory by the ſea-ſide. The inland inhabi- 
tants get their livelihood by gathering and manag. 
ing pepper, which they are obliged to ſell to a 
Bramin, who is the king's factor: many of them 
were converted to Chriſtianity by the Portugueſe, 
Next to Porca is Calecoulang, a kingdom of no 
great extent, where the Dutch had formerly faQo- 
_ Ties to buy up pepper; but the leaſt of all the Ma- 
labar kingdoms is that of Coulang, extending to 


the utmoſt point of Cape Comorin. The chief 


City of this kingdom, whence it takes its name, is 
counted one of the moſt wealthy in Europe, the 
air being ſalubrious, and there being in the neigh- 
bourhood many excellent ſprings ; it ſtands near 
the ſea-ſide, is adorned with trees, and contains 
ſome fine houſes and ſeven churches. When the 
Portugueſe firſt came into this kingdom, they erect. 
ed a ſtrong houſe wherein to defend themſelves from 
the treachery of the natives ; but being one night off 
their guard, they were ſurpriſed and all cut to 
pieces; which piece of treacherous barbarity was 
| afterwards revenged by Laurence the fon of Francis 
Almeyda, who burned twenty ſhips belonging to 
the king of the place, richly laden. 1 
ä n 
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la the year 1503, a Dominican friar called Ro- 
heric, preached the goſpel here, and made many' 
onverts to Chriſtianity, The inhabitants are very 
reacherous, having one time baſely aſſaſſinated ſome 
butch officers withoutſide one of the gates, and 
nother time endeavoured to ſurprize them within 
he town, under cover of night, which they were 
ery near effecting. „„ b 
We ought before to have obſerved that the gen- 
men of Malabar, or ſuch as derive their lineage 
rom princes and Bramins are called Nairos, and 
hat they are proud, arrogant, bold, and inſo- 
ent; when they meet any common people in the 
reet, they cry out Po, po, that is, give way, give 


ay, They always wear ſhields and ſcymetars, 


phich they leave at the door when they viſit a+ 
eighbout's wife ;\ theſe being the badges of their 
reſence within, and a warning that no body may 
nter to diſturb them, They are good wreſtlers, 
ind introduced early to the field; in order to 
ae their nerves pliable, they rub them conſtantly 
ith an oil particularly adapted to the purpoſe; 
hey are well verſed in the gymnaſtic arts, handling 
he bow and arrow, firing the muſket, &c. and 


W! late years they have been taught to make their 


un-powder, barrels, and matches. They com- 
only engage without any cloaths, but a ſmall piece 
i {tuff girded round the waſte; in fighting they 
ten wheel, with a view of taking the advantage 
of their antagoniſts; and when they turn their 
acks and you would think them about to run, 
bey face about and renew the attack with freſh 
gor; they handle their ſhields in their defence 
th great dexterity. The worſt ſort of them 
re well known in Batavia; they are a company of 
eſperadoes who bind themſelves and all their 
indred by oath, to revenge an injury that is done to 
dem. The power of the kings of Malabar is 

| | eſtimated 


1 
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eſtimated by the number of Nairos in his ſervic 

they are generally very faithful to their ſovereig 

and to revenge his death would ſacrifice their heart 
blood. 

They are declared enemies of the Chriſtians, 
being naturally fierce, cruel, and luſtful; they of 
poſed the Hollanders in 1661 when they attacke 
Coulang, and between ſeven and eight thouſand 
them who had given themſelves falſe ſpirits wi 

opium, defended the place for ſome time rather lik 
fiends than men. Some time before that peria 
they fell upon and killed thirty Portuguele wh 
had been concerned in plundering, in the time 
peace, a rich pagan temple about ten leagues frat 
the city. A veſſel filled with ſome of the booty 
- having been ſent as a preſent to John king of Po 
tugal, he ordered it to be immediately returned a 
depoſited i in the pagode whence it was taken, a 
what is ſtill more ſurprizing, this order was mat 
in purſuance of the then reigning pope's adviq 
Soon after the city of Coulang was taken by th 
Dutch, their ſhips, being twenty-three in numbel 
were in great danger from a violent ſtorm, whie 
however they outrid with the loſs of three {loops 
the ſtorm laſted for three days, and what made 
more alarming to the Dutch, was, their being fol 
veſlels expoſed to it laden with proviſions, ſuch; 
meal, bacon, cheeſe, wine, and oil, beſides a 1 
| eee, of landmen, moſt of Wa labourt 
under the bloody flux; however, as ſoon as th 
tempeſt was appeaſed, the fortifications of th 
place were repaired as expeditiouſly as - poſlible 
it was well garriſoned, and the fleet ſent home. 
Along the ſea-ſhore of a neighbouring kingdot 
called Frevancor, you find ſcattered ſeveral ſmi 
. Chriſtian churches uſed by the Paruas who belies 
in Chriſt, and owe what little knowledge of rein 


gion they have to St. Francis Zavier ; the Dutd 
acquire 
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equired their hatred by plundering their places of 
wine worſhip, and deſpoiling them of their i images; 
nd to no purpoſe did our author endeavour to in- 
ruct theſe people in the principles of the reformed 
hurch, there was no poſlibility of prevailing over 


atholic prieſts diſperſed among them in pretty good 
umbers; yet the whole of the Paruas knowledge 
boſiſts in their being able to repeat by heart the 
reed, the lord's prayer, the ſalutation of the virgin, 
nd the ten commandments. . Among the few mi- 
iſters of the reformed miſſion, who endeavoured 
preach the goſpel and diſpel the miſts of igno- 
nce that overſpread this land, was John Fereira 
llmeyda, a native of Libor, who had been for- 
erly a Roman-Catholic, but having abjured that 
ligion and fled from Goa, he was there burned in 
boy ; a ſtory which was ſo well propagated, that 
could get no body to liſten to him, and of con- 
quence no body upon the miſſion among the Pa- 
as had leſs ſucceſs. 

Tutecoryn, which was taken by the Dutch in 
8, not without a warm diſpute, the natives 
ving ſet fire to-their town and to ſome ſmall gal- 
's belonging thereto, is properly no more than a 
lage, as being on every fide detenceleſs, without 
l, ditch, or fortification. Here is made the beſt 
he in India. It is adorned with three handſome 
urches, and ſeveral houſes well built of ſtone; and 
Pm it there i is an entertaining ſea proſpect. The 
utch have often, ſince they gained ground here, 
empted to raiſe ſome fortifications, but the ſove- 
ga of the territory, or the Naik, with whom they 
Dit care to quarrel, never would permit it; ſo 
at they are obliged t9 uſe the churches for a fac- 
y, wherein they maintain a principal and deputy 
Ftor, with three aſſiſtants and eight ſoldiers, 

VOL, V. C | Near 
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eir prejudices, and the influence of the Roman 
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- Near this place is a famous pearl fiſhery, a ſhort 
account of which will not perhaps be diſagreeable. 

The pearls are found in eatable oyſters at eight, 
nine, or perhaps ten fathom deep, and diving for 
them is ſometimes attended with great danger ; this 
fiſhery is not allowed every year, becauſe then the 
oyſters would never come to maturity ; beſides, the 
oyſter beds are often covered with fand. They try 
by certain experiments if it be a proper time to fiſh; 
and if it prove ſuch, the neighbouring inhabitants 
together with their families, remove to the ſea fide, 
where they live under tents until the ſeaſon is over, 
The Dutch have a particular proportion of what is 
taken, for defending the trade; and the reſt is dif. 
poſed of in the public markets of Tutecoryn and 
Caliſſamam. 

The pearls of this coaſt every way exceed ſuch 
as are taken up near Ormus on the Perſian gull, 
whence a great deal of pearl duſt is tranſported to 
Europe, where it is uſed in pectorals. Pearls ſeem 
to be nouriſhed by water and ſand, and are eſteemed 
according to their ſize, ſhape, and colour. 

Tutecoryn is pretty populous, there being a Jarge 
manufactory for weaving eſtabliſhed here; and 
plenty of ſugar, rice, and all kinds of proviſions, 

In October, this climate is troubled with very vio- 


lent ſtorms, and during the winter ſeaſon the rain 


are ſudden and heavy; beſides, the air is apt to pro 
mote breakings out, and encourage cutaneous di. 
orders. The nights of January, February, ani 


March are extremely cold, with their heavy fog 
yet the days are ſo hot, that people cannot bear 8 


ſet their naked feet to the ground, 


*CHAT 


; 
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. 

Pie difference of ſeaſons in the ſame degree e latitude 
$ accounted for according to reaſon - ſudden guſts of 
0 wind dangerous, proved by examples : Tondy and 
e Negapatnam deſcribed + the latter ſurrenders ut on 
y conditian to the Hollanders the hot winds often 
have a bad effeft : a famine in which the people fell. 
5 themſelves for little or nothing: the trade of Tran- 
gebar, Porto-Nuovo, Tegnapatnam, and Tire- 
poplier . the fortifications of the city of Changier 
d:ſcribed : our author is well received here : a cha- 
rafter of his chief miniſter : ſome account of the 
city of Maſulipatam f the diamonds, rulie, and 
ther commod:ties that are exported thence: great 
hardſhips in trading in this place. . 


T will not be amiſs to obſerve here that there 
is ſomething ſurprizing in the different ſeaſons, 
which at the very ſame time of year reign in Fute- | 
oryn and Comorin ; for while, from April to Sep- 
Ember, both months inclufive, the air is calm ſet- 
led and delightful, producing all the bleſſings of 
ſummer, on the ſouth ſide of Cape Comorin ; on 
ne north fide the weather is thick, foggy, and un- 
holeſome; the rains pour down in torrents and 
ontinued tempeſts ſeem to threaten immed ate de- 
Faitation ; this is cauſed by-the mountains of the 
Tape, round which the ſouth winds blowing at this 
me clear the air on the ſouth ſide, and carry all 
Ve turbulent weather to the northward : the moun - 
Pins are certainly,the receptacles of winds and rains, 
Fnich, according as they emit, form the ſeaſons 
Ind influence the temperature of the air. 
| This is a truth, our author obſerves, that is very 
ſiſcernible on the Cape of the ſouth point of Africa, 
. | . where 
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where from the caverns and hollow places in the 
mountains, ſudden guſts of wind often ruſh out, of 
force ſufficient to overturn every thing that oppoſes 
them: by one of theſe, he ſays, he ſaw once 2 
coach belonging to ſome of the Dutch factory over- i 
turned, and by another, he himſelf was near being i 
born from his horſe, keeping the ſaddie with great 
difficulty. T hoſe who are well acquainted with the 
Cape of Good Hope, take the gathering of thick 
clouds on the top of the table mountain, as an in- 
fallible ſign of an approaching tempeſt, 
The tops of the mountains near the equinocti 
line, ſoaring to a conſiderable, nay to a prodigiouf 
height, ſtop the free courſe of the air, which move 
from weſt to eaſt regularly, and it is thereby con. 
denſed into clouds, and neceſſarily produces on 
one ſide wind and rain, while to the other it gives 
the moſt ſerene weather; for theſe. mountain 
riſe as if to divide winter and ſummer, and hence 
the regular rains of ſpring and autumn are ealij 
accounted for. The country about Columbo, 
Gale, and Mature, being the moſt mountainow 
part of the Iſle of Ceylon, bas very ſeafonabl: 
rains; while in the open flat country as about Jak: 
napatnam, &c. it rains only in October, Novem- 
ber, and ſome ſmall part of the month of Decem- 
ber; the defect, however, is remedied by fogs ani 
dews: this aſſertion can alſo be atteſted by the in 
habitants of Peru, where the land near the moun- 
tains is often refreſhed with ſhowers, whereas in ti 
more expoſed countries, eſpecially near the ſe 
they have only heavy fogs or thick dews. It is ul 
be hoped our readers will excuſe our detaining then 
thus long upon this ſubject, as our intention was i 
ſome meaſure to account for the varieties of weathe 
at the ſame time prevailing in the ſelf-fame climate 
and for a farther elucidation of this entertaining it 
qui 
7 


* 
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quiry, we beg leave to refer them to lord Verulam, 
and Carteſius, who have treated upon it largely and 


[| judiciouſly. ' 


There .are many of the Paruas churches to be 
met with on the road from Tutecoryn, to the 
Ile of Rammanakoyel, which iſle abounds in 


| cattle, and takes its name from Bramma or Ramma, 


and the Malabar word Koyel, which ſignifies a 
temple; there being a very fine one erected to the 
Jord of the ifle on the ſea ſide, in which it is ſaid 


there are immenſe treaſures, and which has its 
foundation ſtrengthened by ſtones of prodigious 
magnitude, whereby the force of the waves daſh- 
ing againſt it, and enraged by the fouth winds, is 
broken, =” 


The foil is not over fruitful, it is in general light 
and ſandy, ſo that when the wind blows hard, it is 
neceſſary to ſecure the eyes, which otherwiſe will 


E ſuffer. The lord of the iſle has built a ſtrong fort 


oppoſite to the territory of the Naik on the Coro- 
mandel coaſt z the cannon of it commands a trait 


leading to Manaar, Jafnapatnam, and Negapatnam, 
and with ſinking a few ſtones he can quite choak 


up the channel; thus being entire maſter of the 


navigation, thoſe who trade in theſe parts muſt be 


always careful of maintaining a good correſpon- 
dence with him. Here is a very ſtrict watch kept; 
and in 1662, a lieutenant, by name Herman Eg- 


| bertz, and Philip Baldzus were made priſoners, as 
they paſſed this way, and very cloſely confined, be- 


ing kept for ſometime without any thing either to eat 


or drink; nor were they releaſed till an inhabitant 
of Manaar, who chanced to paſs the ſame road and 


knew our author, offered to anſwer for him and his 
companion. ; . 5 5 
In this neighbourhood is a ridge of ſands and 


rocks, over which ſmall boats may ſometimes pals, 


» 


2 called 


Þ veſſels, and it keeps very cool: what makes ti 


== 
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called Adam's-Bridge, of which we ſhall ſpeak more 
largely in our deſcription of Ceylon. 
It is now time for us to take ſome view of the 
ſouth parts of Coromandel, ſubject for the mof 
part to the Naik of Madure and Tanjouwer; and 
here the firſt place of any note that we meet with i; 
Tondy, whence they yearly tranſport a great num- 
ber of cattle-to Jafnapatnam ; and here in the road 
to Negapatnam, ſtands a pagode called Hacliemeer, 
which is a very lofty building. The city of Ne. 
gapatnam is ſituated near the ſhore, without any 
convenient harbour, which is indeed the caſe | 
along the coaſt of Coromandel. Patnam in the 
Malabar language ſignifies a city, and nega a fer- 
pent ; with a venomous ſpecies of which the coun- ? 
try hereabouts abounds, which are licld in fuckfi 
veneration by the Pagans, that it is thought an un- 
pardonable crime to kill one; and he who ſhould 
do it by chance, would look upon it as the prelude 
of ſome terrible misfortune, The city of Negs 
patnam was taken from the Portugueſe in 1659 by 
the Dutch forces, commanded by John Van der 
Laan, and Lucas Van der Duſſen, It ſurrendered 
vpon condition, and the Portugueſe were allowel 
to depart with their families, ſubſtance and church 
ornaments, to certain ſhips appointed by the Dutcl 
for that ſervice, Here are ſome good buildings and 
a handſome church, whence there is a good prof 
pect of the ſea, from which they have breezes ve! WW 
refreſhing both to men and beaſts, but the land 
winds are hot and ſtifling; while the latter con- 
tinue blowing, the people gather their water in ſtone 


heat more intolerable is, that theſe winds obſtrud 
the perſpiration, and at Maſulipatan they are fo veil 
ſtifling, as often to kill the inhabitants. On til 


north Tide of Negapatnam, without the gates, ſtanu 
a ve 
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a very lofty pagode called China; and near it a fine 


ſeat with good orchards and elegant gardens built by 
2 rich Portugues. 8 25 
Some ſhort time before Baldæus arrived, the 
king of Viſiapour had invaded the country, and 
deſtroyed all the fruits of the earth; and after- 
wards, the Naik beſieged the city, but was repulſed 
with conſiderable loſs : theſe troubles had produced 
a famine ſo very rigorous, that the country people 


not finding ſubſiſtence without the gates, crouded 
into the city in ſearch of rice and other eatables, 


where there not being ſufficient proviſion for 


| them all, the ſtreets were filled with the moſt 
| miſerable objects dying for want, and offering to 


ſell themſelves as ſlaves for. a little bread; up- 


| wards of five thouſand of theſe emaciated: crea- 


tures were bought and carried to Jaſnapatnam, as 
many more to Columbo, and ſeveral thouſands 


| were tranſported to Batavia, having been purchaſ= 


ed upon an average at ten ſhillings a head. The 
Naik has had ſeveral ſtruggles with the Dutch fince 


| their being ſettled here, but he has always been 


worſted. 785 
About two leagues from Negapatnam, lies a town 
called Carcal, where is made a ſort of ſtuff much in 


| uſe with the Japoneſe, called Rambotyns; before 


the Dutch were maſters of Negapatnam, they had 
a factory in this place. 

Three leagues beyond it ſtands Trangebar, a 
Daniſh fort, conſiſting of four bulwarks, and gar- 
riſoned by Fopaſſes and Negroes ; it is inhabited by 
Portugueſe, Pagans, and Mahometans, who have 
little or. no traffic, and ſubſiſt principally by deſpoil- 
ing their neighbours with whom they are always at 
variance z becauſe they were formerly treated very 
il by them. About the year 1658, one Simon 
van Medenblick had, acting under a Daniſh com- 
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miſſion, taken a Mooriſh veſſel which was very rich: 
and put the whole crew to the ſword. | 

Porto-Nuovo belonging to the Portugueſe, is 
about four or five leagues from Trangebar, it is in- 
| habited by Portugueſe, who trade chiefly in arrack, 

coco- nuts, and hard-wood, called hunter's wood: 
the Dutch have a factory about a league beyond it, 

at a place called Tegnapatam ; and a little farther 
on, lies Tirepoplier, upon a river which is navigable 

within half a league: of the Dutch factory, where 
thete is good anchorage in a grey ſandy bottom in 
ſeventy ſeven fathom water: here is a caſtle of 
ſome ſtrength, and a handſome pagode, with a very 
High flat-roofed ſtone tower, which ſerves as a land- 

mark t mariners. The ſoil is either rock or ſand, 
and it is under the juriſdiction of Chriſtappanaik, 
who reſides at Changier, two days journey to the 
ſouth of Iirepoplier. 

The city of Changier is well inhabited, three 
times as large as Rotterdam, fituated in a de- 
lightful vale, and watered on the ſouth by a 
river; it is fortified with double ſtone walls; on 
the outſide are four high rocks, on one where- 


of ſtands a good pagode, and on each of the 


other three a ſtrong caſtle: theſe rocks afford good 
fiſhponds, fine gardens, and moſt delicious ſprings 
of water; beſides, the principal avenue of the 
City is commanded by a fort raiſed upon à rock, 
acceſſible only on one ſide. The Naik's pa 
Jace is well defended, and delightfully ſituated in 
a hollow between two of the before- mentioned 
rocks; they have ſome cannon here made of very 
long and broad iron bars kept together with ſtrong 
hoops of the ſame metal, and their bullets are 
made of ſtone cut round; their cannon are of 
different ſizes, and their bullet formed accord- 


ing! 
25 1 
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he The Naik received our author and his fellow 
travellers with great reſpect for fourteen days, en- 

i tertaining them in the moſt ſplendid manner; and 
in. giving thema full view of all his wealth, which 
kW was prodigious, conſiſting of gold, Glver, Jewels, 
d: and ſumptuous apparel ; beſides a great number of 
it, wives and concubines, and a good army both of 
horſe and foot. The Naik who was pretty old and 


ler 

e almoſt doating, bad committed the care of his king- 
re WW dom at that time to one Frinvingelaya, who had 
in W cmaſculated himſelf: he was cruel, proud, covetous, 
of W and implacable ; however, by his ſeverity, he had 


cleared the country of robbers, who before his ad- 


11 | 

d. miniſtration .over-ran it. For one thouſand eight 
d, hundred rix-dollars yearly, he offered the Dutch an 
k, WW exemption from all duties, free exerciſe of religion, 


and liberty to rebuild the forts of the EO 
which lay in ruins. 


ee WW As the country is extremely populpus there is a. 
e. neceſſity for their being ſupplied from abroad. with 
a WW proviſion, though the land is fertile: they .expott 


large quantities of linen and woollen to Amboyna, 
| Banda, and the Moluccas; but their wares muſt 


de be examined with care, the quality of the things 
d themſelves being often much inferior to their pat- 
terns. Their imports are lead, tin, copper, quick- 
je ilver, cinnabar, muſk, mace, nutmegs, and pepper, 
„ Sandal-wood; Cilineſe. ſilks, velvets, potana, girdles, 


W ſattins, and wrought carpets. 

The Dutch have allo a factory at dadraſpatan, 
by which place runs the road to Madraſpatan, other- 

vile Chiunepatan, where the Engliſh are ſettled at 

a place called Fort St. George.“ 

In thirteen degrees and a half north latitude, is- 
an antient trading city formerly belonging to the 

Portugueſe, but taken from them by the Moors, 
called St. Thomaz, famous for weaving and dying; > 

| | 8 the 
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at ſeven fathom and a half water; but the waves 


dangerous in the northern monſoon. 


ſea; but there is no ſafe anchorage though at ſeven 


any grain: the fortifications hereabouts for a gool 


great expence, The canal leading to Paliacatta" 
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the perfection of the laſt art being attributed to the 
excellency of their water, which riſes from a White 
ſandy ſod, quite free from clay. 

About five leagues from St. Thomas, ans thy: 
town of Paliacatta, where there is an indifferent 
harbour; and ſix leagues up-the country in a direct 
line, on the ſouth fide of a valley very plain to be 
ſeen, formerly ſtood the old caſtle of Rama Geri. 
dorgon ; where now appears fort Geldria, a place 
in which a Dutch governor refides, and which i 
ſtrong enough to reſiſt any attempts of the neigh- 
bouring Moors; it is garriſoned by upwards of 
ninety Moors, and half a league from ſhore there 
is a good anchorage during the ſouth monſoon, 


breaking out of the bay of Bengal and from the 
Ganges with great violence, render anchoring very 


About three leagues and a half from the road i; 
2 ſand bank ſtretching into the ſea for about the 
ſpace of a league, where there is no anchorage for 
ihipping at four fathom and a half and five fi- 
thoms water: and a little farther off there 6 
another extending two leagues and a half into the 


fathom water: however, within the mouth of 1 
river under protection of the caſtle, lies the city of 
Armagon, near which is the foreſt of Siercourd 
whence the city is furniſhed with wood both for 
fuel and building, Fiſh is plenty enough about 
Paliacatta, but no other ſpecies of proviſion, th: 
ground being ſandy and nitrous, unfit to produc: 


way being built upon fenny ground are, during th 
rainy ſeaſons often in danger of being ſwallowed up 


by water, and therefore are not maintained but 2 


amok 
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almoſt dry during the ſouthern monſoon ; but du- 
ring the northern, overflows the land for upwards 
of two leagues.. Under the cannon of Fort Geldria 
are two villages both inhabited by fiſhermen, who 
were converted to the Chriſtian faith by the Portu- 


gueſe; that on the ſouth ſide called Diamamy, and 


that on the north ſide within muſket ſhot js called 
Coupon; but the people in both are poor and very 


ignorant. | 1 
The kingdom of Carnatica which falls next under 


our inſpection is ſixty Badagarian leagues long, ex- 


1 tending from north to ſouth, and forty broad from 


Paliacatta to the Malabar coaſt, each league being 
equal to three Dutch miles, In this country live 


| three naiks or chief lords, who pay a certain yearly / 
| tribute to the crown of Velour, Thele are the 


vitipanik of Madure, the king's baſon-bearer, who 
pays one. thouſand two hundred Dutch guilders a 


year; the chiſtpanaik of Changier, the king's betel- 


box bearer, who pays the ſame tribute,. and the 
naik of Tanjouwer, his umbrella-bearer, who pays 


| juſt double. T heſe dignities have been annexed to 
the provinces wherewith they are mentioned, and 
deſcended from father to ſon for many generations; 

| the poſſeſſor being obliged to attend perſonally in 
office at every coronation. 


About a day's voyage to the north of Paliacatta 
lie Penna and Caleture, between which places is 


found a root about a ſpan long, very neceſſary to 


the dyers; it is called the eſſaye- root, and if when 


broken it appears red on the inſide, or has a ni- 
| frous taſte on being chewed, it is then right good; 
or if it ftand the force of lemon: juice ſqueezed on 


the callico wherewith it is tinged and dried in the 
ſun; but if the colour be bad, it will thereupon. 


| fade, For the natives who are great ſharpers, in- 
| ſtead of the original dye, will endeavour to p 


alm 
you 
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you off with ſordaco, and the bark of a tree that 
grows in Orixa; but they are eaſily to be known 
from the true eſſaye, by their colour being much 
dzrker.. Ps 125 

From Orixa and Maſulipatam are imported nely, 
rice, gingely ſeeds, oil, butter, coarſe cloths, iron, 
honey, and yellow wax; the voyages out and home 
engroſſing four months or thereabouts. To Arracan, 
Pegu, and Tanaſſery are exported pepper, ſandal- 
wood, ſtuffs, iron, and ſteel, at the rate of eight 
or ten per cent freightage; the returns for which 
ate rubies of Ava, gummi-lacca, long white pepper, 
lead, &c. Tin is a good commodity among the 

Moors, for they inlay with it all their copper veſſels, 

and it is brought from Tananger, Sencaza, and 
Perach, which are harbours that lie oppoſite to 
Achem, betwixt Tanafſery and Occeda, towards 
Malabar. | 

The city of Petapouli is in a kingdom of the 
ſame name, lying in ſixteen degrees north latitude; 
it is not very large, and is peopled by Gentives, 
which are the king of Golconda's ſubjects, and ſome 
Moors and Perfians that are rich: here is good in- 
digo, but it bears a high price; and the Dutch ex- 
port from hence to Europe, cotton yarn, white 
ſtuffs, and ſome other commodities; their dyed ſtuffs, 
excecd thoſe of Maſulipatam, an excellence which 
is t) be attributed to a ſuperfine eſſaye colour called 
tambrevelle, that grows in an iſle formed by the river 
oppoſite to the city, which the governor monopolizes, 
paying to the king a certain yearly tribute for it, in 
dyed ſtuffs and cloths which he has wove and dyed 
under his own eye; this root is about a foot long, 
and of ſo deep a colour, that to make it more lively, 
they are forced to mix it with the eſſaye of Arrical 
and Ortacour, 

Maſulipatam is a place of conſiderable trade, not 
only for all forts of European wares, but for vari- 

| | ; | ons 


ny 
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dat MW ous kinds of commodities brought from China and 
vn the Molucca iſlands. Diamonds are a conſiderable 
ch part of the traffie of this place, they are found in 
great numbers in the kingdoms of Golconda and 
Decam, not far from the city of Byſilaga; thoſe 
| who farm the mines have only a right to ſuch ſtones 
as weigh twenty-five carats or leſs, all of a greater 
weight being engroſſed by the king of Byſilaga. 
The mountain of Coſta Uytthia in the country of 
Decam, affords very fine diamonds, as does alfo- 
| ſome parts of the iſland of Borneo. There are alſo- 
good rubies bought at Maſulipatam, where the 
Engliſh and Dutch have very large factories : the 
city is well peopled, but the governor, who pays a 
certain yearly tribute to the king of Golconda, op- 
| prefles the native Gentives, over whom again the 
Moors, who farm all the weaving trade from the 
great men, bear alſo a very high hand: and he who 
has a mind to make any advantages of trade here, 
muſt obtain the king's patent to that purpoſe ; 
which is not eaſily had, as the court is ſo very diſtant 
from hence; beſides, ſecuring the intereſt of his 
| favourites, to complete this end, is vaſtly expenſive. 


e H AA 
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CHAP..V. 


i - . 4 treatiſe on the virtues and value of the diamond 
| | rubies, emeralds, ſaphirs, amethy/ts, and vari 
aber commodities the produce of the Eaſt- Indies. 


TAVIN G ſeveral times mentioned diamond, 

rubies, and other precious ſtones as principal 

commodities in the traffic of the Eaſt, we flatter 

ourſelves that a ſhort chapter, explaining their na- 

ture, and illuſtrating their perfections, will not 

prove diſagreeable to. our readers: wherefore we 
ſhall begin with the diamond. 

If we admit, with ſome naturaliſts, that the oe 
cific gravity of ſtones determines their value, as of 
metals; we muſt allow, what I believe no body 
will at this time contradict, that the diamond ought 
to be preferred to all others; as among ſtones it 


by the Latins, deamant by the Germans, diamant 
by the French, adamanto by the Spaniards, almaes 
by the Arabians, tutan by the Malabars, and hiera 
and jua by the Indoſtans. It is the hardeſt and moſt 
tranſparent, as well as the ſimpleſt and moſt homo- 

: geneous of all bodies; it is often blemiſhed with 
black, white, and yellow ſpecks, whereby the value 
of it is conſiderably diminiſhed, though it requires 
great {kill to perceive them; for which reaſon thoſe 
who are not judges of its nature are lubject to great 
impoſition, 

There is a kind of Jana called boſchiers, 
which though perhaps brighter than any others, is 
not by one third ſo valuable; theſe are very often 
clouded with red and yellow ſpots, whereby their 
value is much diminiſhed. - A diamond can be cut 
only by a diamond, and the more the powder of 

it approaches a deep aſh or grey colour, the more 
Precious 


is what gold is among metals: it is called adamas Wi 
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precious is the ſtone, that which produces a white 
| powder being of ſmall eſtimation. Diamonds are 
alſo tried by being heated red-hot, and then ſudden- 
y plunged in water, when if they are right good, 
they won't crack. They are ſold at ſo much a ca- 
rat, and are-found in four mines in the kingdoms 
| of Golconda and Fiſiapour, and in two rivers, one 
in the kingdom of Bengal, the other in the iſland | 
| of Borneo. "They are not known to be produced 
in any other parts of the world. The diamond- 
powder is rank poiſon ; for it penetrates the bowels, 

ſo very ſubtile is its nature. 55 
| The ruby is called rubinus and pyropus in the 
Latin; in French, rubis; by the Siameſe, baffa- 
mora.; and laal by the Indoſtans: it is a bright 
tranſparent ruddy gem, of conſiderable hardneſs, 
and will reſiſt the fire a long time; the beſt ſort 
are found in the iſland of Ceylon, and ſome chy- 
miſts pretend, without ſufficiently ſupporting the 
aſſertion, to have extracted a tincture from it. The 
four ſpecies of rubies are, firſt, the true oriental 
ruby or carbuncle, the moſt valuable of which has 
a fine fiery luſtre; ſecond, the baſilius, the red of 
which is much more faint; thirdly, the rubiculus, 
of a degree of redneſs between the two former; 
and fourthly, the ſponalcus which is ſofter and leſs 
reſplendent than the others. There are rubies found 
alſo in Germany, but they are much browner than 
thoſe brought from the Eaſt, though very hard, 
conſequently leſs valuable. ; 

They are ſeldom larger than a ſizeable pea, and 
are very thin, being made till more ſo by the po- 
liſher,- with a view to increaſe their luſtre; they 
are appraiſed like diamonds by the carat, and valued 
according to their hardneſs. | h | 

An emerald is a moſt beautiful green gem, very 
tranſparent and glittering, but ſo brittle as often 
to crack of itſelf: it is called in Latin, ſmaragdus 5 


in 
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in Arabic, tamarul; in French, emeraude ; and 
by the Indians, juſche. Emeralds are found 23 
well in Peru, as in the Eaſt- Indies; but then thos 
of the latter are much more valuable for: luſtre and 
tranſparency : : there are ſome good ones to be hat 
| E Scythiaz nor are they unknown to the ſoil «f 
oypt. 

For hardnefs, ſplendor, and tranſparency, no 
gem approaches ſo near a diamond as a ſaphir, of 
which there are two ſorts the male and female; the 
former is of a beautiful ſky colour, with a purple 
refraction ; the latter is very pale; they abound in 
Malabar, Calecut, Ceylon, and Biſnagar ; 3 but the 
very beſt are ſaid to be the produce of Siam, and 
Pegu. There are a few accidentally found in Sileſis 

and Bohemia, They are known by the name of 
milu by the Arabians, and millam by the Mulayans; 
the French call them alſo ſaphir; and it is remark- 
able the colour may be diſcharged from the blue ſa- 
phir, and the ſtone then looks like diamond. 

The amethyſt of the Eaſt-Indies is reckoned of 
the fineſt purple, and preferred to any others, 
The hyacinth which is found in Spain, is of two 
Kinds, red and yeliow, but neither will bear the 

re. 

Here is a ſort of jaſper greatly eſteemed, in colour 
like the emerald; and ſo very large that drinking 
cups and ſeveral pretty knick- knacks are made out 
of it; ſome of them are veined with purple, roſe 
our, blue and dark brown; and theſe as well 
as toys made of amber, the ſuccinum of the Latins, 
are very ſaleable commodities in many parts of 
India; the latter is a reſiny ſubſtance, endued with 
a ſort of attractive power, that operates upon ſtraw, 
chaff, or any ſuch light matter, 

They have a ſtone in India called cats-eyes, that. 
renders linen to which it is rubbed fire-proof, as 


the Indians affirm; but a linen draper would 
' Juffes 


* 
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and WW fer in making the experiment, for this has deen 
| 2 proved a vulgar error. 
wie WF The blood-ſtone or harmacites which is found in 
and Ceylon and Cambaya, where it is called ſilakenea, 
nad has its name partly from its colour, and partly from 
of its power of ſtaunching blood. It is alſo common 
Win New->pain, where the people wear it about their 
no WW necks in beads; and the women, after having ſteeped 
of Wl them in cold water a ſhort while, hold them cloſe 
he WF ſhut in their hands, which they deem a good remedy 
azainſt the ſanguinary flux of the menſes. The 
| nephritis or kidney-ſtone is of a green colour ; and 
found both in the Eaſt and Weſt- Indies, where it 
is deemed by the inhabitants a remedy againſt any 
pain in the kidneys. - 
| The true ſerpent ſtone is found in a moſt vene- 
| mous kind of ſerpent called cobra de cabelo by the 


bark brown colour with a white ſpot in the middle, 
not unlike an eye: ſome aſſert that it grows in the 
head of a art grins and others ſay that if the ſer- 
pent be hung by the tail over a veſſel of water, 


medy againft the dropſy if tied to the belly of the 
. perſon afflicted; if the water, in which the ſtone 
is immerſed, chances, upon the immerſion, to. 
bubble, the ſtone is then deemed right good, 
otherwiſe it is not thought efficacious ; it is alſo 
E accounted good, if it ſtick to the lips of a wound: 
Wt!!! it fall off, having imbibed all the peiſon or viru- 
lence from it, which may be again extracted by 
ſteeping the ſtone in milk: and of its virtue in this 


: ſucceſs, to a negro who had been bitten by a ſer- 
pent. Kircher, in the ninth book of his ſubterra- 
nean world, ſpeaks more at large of this ſtone and: 


its virtues; but it is to be obſerved, the Bramins 
; make 


LS 


f Portugueſe; ; and in Latin, ſerpens piſoſus 3 it is ofa 


reſpect, our author aſſures us he was an eye wit- 
W cis, having himſelf ſeen it applied with good: 


this ſtone drops from him; it is deemed a re- 


— 


— 
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make a certain compoſition in imitation of the ſeri 
pent ſtone, the ingredients of which they keep ver 

| ſecret ; but which are ſuppoſed principally to be the 
ſerpent's head, heart, teeth, and liver, mixed with 

terra ſigillata. | FAY | 
The -pedra de porco or hog's ſtone is ſometimg 
of a grey, ſometimes of a ruddy colour, of a bit: 

teriſh taſte, and feels greaſy in the hand; it i 
ſteeped in water, till it communicates thereto itz 
bitterneſs, and that beveraze is adminiſtered in fever 
and other inflammatory diſorders, the Indians being 
ſtrongly prepoſſeſſed in favour of its virtues ; it i 
found in the velica biliaria of hogs about Malacca, 
There is ſome agat found in the neighbourhood of 
Surat, but it is little eſteemed unleſs wrought with 
figures; alſo the ſardonyx, fo called from its re. 

ſemblance to a man's navel. 7 

The toad-ſtone is procured by encloſing an oli 

. toad in a perforated veſſel, and burying it in a dung: 
hill near an ant's neſt, to which inſect it falls a prey, 
beiog all conſumed except this ſtone, which i; 
deemed an excellent remedy againſt the ſtone in the 

kidneys, poiſon, and ſtomachic infirmities: it grow! 

in the toad's head, is as large as a bean, and 0 
ſeveral colours, particularly green; the outſide of 
it is {ſmooth and ſhining, of a bony nature ;z but the 
interior ſubſtance appears like the ſtone. If a tor- 
toiſe, in the way of which it is purpoſely laid, paſſe 
without taking any notice, it is deemed good fof 

nothing, but his attempting to ſwallow it, ſtampi 

It genuine. Ho 

In the ſtomach of the goats of Perſia, and df 
the iſland of Borneo, is found the bezoar-ftons, 
formerly reckoned a great antidote, and ftill ac: 
counted medicinal in many caſes; it is a ſolid ſub- 
ſtance, of an oval form, of a dark green or olive 
complexion, and if broken, appears to be compol: 

ed of ſeveral coats, one encurſting the other, oo 

| | _ 
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thing like an onion. It is. found by the people 
of Banda in the head of an ape. The Chi- 
neſe and Indians take it in roſe-water as a ſpe- 
cific againſt poiſon, the hypochondria and quar- 
tan agues; and after having purged, which they 
do conſtantly twice a year, they take from ten to 


thirty grains of bezoar by way of preſervative and 


ſtrengthener. 


This ſtone is ſold by the carat for three times its 


weight in gold; and the Malagans ſay, the ſtone 
that don't turn mortar, to which it is rubbed, yel- 


low, is not good]; it is alſo tried by drawing a needle 
and thread tinged with ſome very ſubtle poiſon thro? 


the leg of a dog ; to which when it is juſt fainting, 


a {mall quantity of bezoar powder is adminiſtered ; 
end if it don't immediately recover him, the ſtone 
is deemed adulterated. 5 3 


This ſtone takes its name of Belzoar or Bezoar, 


from the Perſians, in whoſe language it ſignifies 


lord of poiſon; and by the Arabians it is called 
Hagiar Corralione. When the firſt coat is tripped 


| off, the ſecond appears more ſmooth and bright; 


there is a mealy ſubſtance contained in the center 
of it, deemed more efficacious than the powder of 
the ſtone 3 it is found in the goats of the Peruvian 


mountains as well as thoſe of the Eait-Indies, and 


is wrapt up in a hairy ſort of bag, of about a ſpan 


long, that grows in the concavity of the ſtomach 


nor are thoſe of the low countries near equal in 


| goodneſs to thoſe of the hills. 


As indigo is a principal commodity in the Indian 


| trade, it will be neceſſary to ſay ſomething of its 


nature and properties before we finiſh this chap- 
ter. 


in different places; it is a ſhrub about the height 


| of a man, having a ſmall hard twig like the black - 
| berry buſh ; its bloſſom reſembles that of the briar, 


and 


There are many ſpecies of Indigo which grow 
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and the ſeed is like that of the fænum grecun, 
It is ſown in June and July, and reaped in Novem- 
ber and December. The broad fort grows at the 
village of Chircees, whence it derives its name, tuo 
leagues from the city of Amadabath, the capital of 
Guſurat; it bears three crops in three years, aſte 
which it is good for little; nor are the ſecond and 
third year's crops eſteemed ſo valuable as the 
firſt, The firſt year the leaves are cut about x 
foot above the ground, and after being dried twenty. 
four hours in the ſun they are put into barrels of ſal 
water, and the tincture preſſed out with large ſtone 
laid on them to a great weight for four or five days, 
during which the water is kept in conſtant motion, 
and then it is drawn off into larger veſſels where 
it is kept continually ſtirring and trodden down til 
the water becomes thick, and the indigo falls to 
the bottom: then it is ſeparated from the water, 
- Rrained through thin cloths, and being covered with 
white aſhes ſpread on the ground to dry. The 
country people adulterate it either with oil, or with 
an earth of the ſame, colour, to make it feem the 
better upon the water. 8 
The chief ſigns of the goodneſs of indigo are 
its being light and dry, its ſwimming upon the wa- 
ter, and emitting, if thrown upon the fire, a vio- 
let-coloured ſmoke, and leaving behind it but few 
aſhes. The ground appropriated to the produce 
of indigo muſt lie fallow the fourth year, unless 
you chuſe to ſow it- with kitchen herbs, TT here 
is a fort of indigo called by the people of Guſu- 
rat Amiel de Biant; it grows chiefly in the rainy 
ſeaſons, June, July, Auguſt, and September, tho 
too much rain is pernicious to it; the ground 
about it muſt be well cleared of thiſtles and thorns, 
and great care muſt be taken in the purchaſe of it 
to ſee that it: be right dry, otherwiſe the buye! 
may joſe three pounds out of ten in eight or . 
| ys 


8 = 
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ls. The indigo laura or the indigo de bayana 
s of three different ſpecies ; the firſt called Vouthy, 
is of a light blue colour, and appears of a violet 


colour if ſqueezed in the ſun upon the thumb nail; 


the ſecond is called Gerry, and is the more valuable 
Itne nearer it approaches the violet complexion ; the 
third called Cateol is the worſt of all, and is of a 


ruddy hue, and almoſt too hard to be broken, 


CHAP. VL 


3 The reaſons of the Europeans in the Eaft Indies being 


diſordered ſo very frequently : methods to be taken to 
reſerve health in this climate: the tea-ſhrub de- 
ſcribed, and the methods uſed to preſerve it: its 
pryfical virtues compared with thoſe of coffee and 
chacelate the manner in which the Europeans 


| drink, fleep, and eat, and divide their time here: 
the riſe and courſe of the rivers Ganges and the | 


Nile deſcribed. 


tive of the Dutch manner of living in the Eaſt- 


Indies; but before we proceed upon it, it is neceſ- 
 fary to premiſe, that the heats which are exceſlive 
| would be intolerable, were they not allayed by 


the ſea breeze, which is ſurpriſingly refrefhing and 


| cool; for which reaſon the many diſtempers that 
affect the Europeans in theſe parts, is rather to be 
attributed to their own intemperance and debauch- 


ery than to the inclemency of the climate. To 


lie in bed here after ſun-riſe is not deemed whole- 


ſome, wherefore they are generally up early; and ſome 


immediately upon their riſing waſh themſelves from 


head to foot, either in cold or in luke-warm wa- 


ter; but our author rather adviſes the latter as 
more 


E ſhall conclude this account of Malabar 
and Coromandel with our author's narra- 
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 Eircher attributes to it a diuretick quality; and the 


after meals, becauſe it bindaw the concoction of 
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more wholeſome : they alſo ſhift their linen eve 
day; and thoſe who have a ſpecial regard to their 
health abſtain from ſtrong liquors, and take only a | 
ſpoonful ' of brandy before dinner, n a little at 
night before they go to bed. 

Tea is greatly uſed among them; it is a Chinek 
ſhrub that does not riſe to any great height; 
the flower of which is dried, rolled up, and laid 
by for uſe. In the beginning of ſummer it bears a 
light-coloured bloſſom, of a very agreeable ſcent; 
to which ſucceeds. a green bud, that at length turns 
black: the leaf after being zently warmed in an 
iron pot, is ſpread upon a clean mat, where it is 
rolled up and then put over the fire again till it is. 
thoroughly dry ; after which proceſs it is put up 
carefully in caniſters of lead or tin, cloſe ſhut, to 
prevent the air getting to it, which would ſoon 
corrupt it, and it is Jaid by for uſe. It is of dit- 
ferent ſorts, and priced according to its goodneſs; 
it exhilarates the ſpirits, and diſperſes the oppreſ- 
ſions of the ſtomach and heavineſs of the head. 


Chineſe imagine that to it is owing their never har. 
ing the gout. 

Lea is more mild in its nature than either cof- 
fee or chocolate, for the latter inflames the blood 
and gives a plethora, and the former increaſes the 
gall; yet too much tea 1s bad, eſpecially if taken 


the ſtomach, and dries up the moiſture of the bo- 
dy; for which reaſon the Chineſe never. drink it 
after meals : four or hve cups of the extract of the 
tea leaf, juſt gathered, generally make the head 
iddy. | | 

The beſt common drink in this climate is water 
and ſugar boiled together; and three or four glaſ— 
ſes of ſtrong mountain wine thrown into an earthen 

veſſel and left to ſtand all night in the dew, affords 
e 
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ery very pleaſant liquor, but rather too cool; where- 
cir Wore it is not amiſs to temper it with good mum, 


/ 2 Which drinks much better here than in Europe, but 
t is extremely dear, being fold ſometimes for a 
undred rix-dollars per caſk. _ Spaniſh wines are in. 


fe Nyoſt eſteem here, the ſtomach in theſe hot countries 
t; Wecquiriog a ſtronger cordial than either French or 
id Wheniſh wines can communicate; though the 


ormer are ſometimes inflammatory. Goats, ſheep, 
food in theſe countries. 


eat, very unfit for buſineſs, is generally ſpent in 
ſleep, which is certainly wholeſome, the tem- 
perature of the air diſpoſing the body to drou- 


to'be waſhed ; tea is generally taken in an after- 
noon about four o'clock ; and the evening, which 
Is cool and pleaſant, eſpecially if the moon ſhines, 
makes a walk very agreeable. The time of ſup- 
per is about eight, and about ten, or perhaps 
Eleven, they go to ſleep upon quilts, feather-beds 
not being uſed here; however, the ſoldiers and 
ſeamen often ſuffer ſeverely from the cramp, which 
is very apt to aſſail them, more eſpecially when they 
are heated with arrack or other ſtrong liquors, if 
170 do not cover cloſely their belly, hips, and 
legs. | N | 

| Having deſcribed to you the manner of living of 
the Dutch, and it is much the ſame with the prac- 
Ftice of other Europeans who inhabit this climate; 


Fit might, perhaps, be expected that we ſhould ſay 


ſomething particular of the manners and religions 
{of the natives; but this is an account which we 
reſerve for another place. _ 

As we have mentioned the Ganges in many places 


Jas one of the principal rivers in India, we ſhall 
x Op wind 


A 1 PRI ——— 


bares, peacocks, and other fowl, are the common 


The middle of the day being, becauſe of the 
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ſineſs: after dinner the mouth ought always 
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wind up this chapter with a few words relative to i 


ly part of India; it was thought by St. Auſtin, $, 


their dying friends hither and bathe them, the ſick 


the Jews in general, which appears from Pilates 
waſhing to avoid any guilt that might be imputed to 
him from condemning Jeſus Chriſt, at the defire of 
the people; and here are people who make a trade 


in the ſame manner as our Spaw water is ſold, for 


if the bones remain ten years, the ſoul ſhall enjoy 


* 


and the river Nile. 
The Ganges divides the entiarls from the welter 


Jerom, and ſome others of the fathers to be the 
ſame with the Piſon of holy writ; but this opinia 
has been ſufficiently diſproved by Cornelius a La. 


pide. This great river diſembogues itſelf into the 
ſea of Bengal, called Sinus Gangeticus and SinuMi 
| Argaricus by Ptolemy : Kircher affirms its ſoute o 
to be Mount Thebeth, where he ſays the InduW*, 
the Bavi, and the Ather alſo take their riſe ; but the f. 
more general received opinion is, that the head of iti 
the river Ganges is in Mount Caucaſus, The Ju. 
dians deduce its origin from heaven, wheteſore they 
call it tte heavenly river, and imagine that waſhing h 
in it cleanſes from ſin, a point wherein the people tl 
of Bengal are fo very ſuperſtitious, that they carp: 


man crying out, „Ganges purify me, Gangs 
« cleanſe me from fin.” | 

T hat water was a purifier from fin, ſeems to hau 
been the opinion not only of the heathens, but of 


of carrying the water of the Ganges about for ſale, 


which they get a very good price, and pay a heay 
cuſtom. 

The Perſians deem it a crime to throw carrion 
into, or even to ſpit in the river, and they believe 
that for one ſingle year, that the bones of their an- 
ceſtors u hich are thrown into this river remain in 
it, their ſouls ſhall enjoy bliſs a thouſand years ; and 


heaven ten thouſand, and ſo in proportion. 
< Kircher 
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Kircher phos the original ſpring of the Nile in 
the country of Agoas near Sagela, bordering upon 


the kingdom of Gojam; others, and it is the moſt - 


„ generally received ee believe it to be amon 

the mountains, of the moon, near the Cape of Good 
nl Hope, on the African coaſt. It is ſuppoſed to ariſe 
Win a plain on the top of a mountain, ſurrounded by 
| delightful. trees, but not to gather into a rivulet 


ulli at the foot of the: mountain, where being 


e ereatly increaſed by other adventive ſtreams, it 


5, forms a lake thirty miles long and fourteen broad, 
MW from whence it purſues a long meandring courſe, 
of 


till it returns to the neighbourhood of its ſource 
E where ruſhing over many rocks and precipices, * 


borces its way into the middle of Ethiopia: it was 
1 WT held in ſuch veneration by the antient Egyptians, 
e dat they called it the arm of Ofiris, their princi- 
Foa God ; for the Pagans, it is well known, not only 
| Wmade rods of the elements, but. pood divine honours 
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therein between the Portugueſe and 


ſay ſomething of the antient government of it unde 


happened therein, ſince its having been firſt di 
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A Drsexfrrion of che Illand of CE ION. 
with a ſhort Review of the Diſpute 


the Dutch. Extracted from the Ac. 
count of PrzILIP BALDÆRUS. 


CHAP. I. 


We „ uation, extent, and differs names of Cogln 
ſuppoſed by ſome io be the original Paradiſe : of i ih 
different kinds of commodities : a political and rei. 

tous character of the natives an acctunt of th 
king of Ceylon s reſidence ; the ſtrengib F it: 
poiſonous rivers : of the diviſi ons, Villages, au 
da of Fafnapatnam : of a curious fort of turt Wi © 
dove of the food of the wild elephant : of the ju-Wi 
ceſs of the ſchools erefied for the inſtruction of youth: 
facred interludes played by the 7 ſuits to entertuit 
and teach the people. 


A 


— 


F TE R having given a general account d 
the climate, commudinics and diviſions d 
the iſland of Ceylon, we ſhall proceed to 


its kings, and the various revolutions that hatt 


covered by the Portugueſe, of which our authd! 
gives a very impartial aceount; and this he wi 
well enabled to do, becauſe he attended the Dutch 
camp at the time that the Hollanders wreſted tit 
jurisdiction of this iſland out of the hands of Por: 
tugal; and was, with reſpect to ſuch particula! 
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DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, &c. 31 
as did not fall immediately under his obſervation, a 
very exact and curious Inquirer. 

The ifland of Ceylon, by ſome ſuppoſed to be 
the Taprobana of the antients, tho' others believe 
it to have been Sumatra, is ſituated in the Indian 
| ſea, between the ſixth and tenth degree of north 
| latitude, ahd feventy-eight and eighty-two degrees 
of eaſt longitude, about forty-five leagues eaſt of 
Cape Comoryn : it is, by the beſt computation at 
this day, judged to be two hundred and fifty. miles 
| long and two hundred broad; it is ſhaped like a 
ham, and was ſuppoſed to have been formerly join- 
ed to the main land, from which it is divided only 
by a narrow (treight, but that the connexion has 
deen broken off by the depredations of the fea. It 
| has many commodious harbours, and is divided in- 
to ſeveral kingdoms, the principal of which are 
Candea, where the king, who among other titles 
| aſſumes that of Lord of the Golden Sun, takes up 
dis reſidence, Jafnapatnam, Botecalo, and Colom- 
bo, where the Dutch have their chief ſettlement, 
and their governor refides. T 
The Indians diſtinguifh this iſland by the name 
| of Tenaftrim, which fignifies the land of delight; 
| and they imagine that it was the ſeat of Paradiſe, 
| ſhewing the mark of a foot impreſſed upon a rock, 
of which we ſhall hereafter ſpeak more at large; 
hence they believe Adam mounted to heaven. It 
was diſcovered by the Portuguele in the year 1509, 
and they kept poſſeſſion of it more than a century. 
Ii is extremely fertile, producing every thing al- 
moſt that is uſeful to human nature; great part of 
dis covered with foreſts of citron, oranges and 
innamon, the odour of which diffuſes itſelf to the 
diltance of ſome leagues at ſea, There is variety 
of valuable gems to be found here, but no dia. 
monds; its pearls are not ſo good as thoſe of Or 
mus or Tutecoryn, but its ivory, of which there is 
| 1) 2 | here 
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here vaſt plenty, is reckoned the beſt in the world. 
There are extenſive mines of iron and copper, na 
is it thought.deſtitute of gold and ſilver. | 
The natives of Ceylon are extremely aQive, he. 
ing deemed the beſt vaulters in the world. The 
common people go naked, except a flight covering 
on the privities; but the better fort wear long par 
ments of very {light ſuperfine cloth, which they or. 
nament with jewels; they are of a fierce warlike 
diſpoſition, and when taught, handle their ſwords 
muſkets, bows, arrows, and javelins with great dex. 
terity. The ſkin of the crocodile, which is t 
be found here very common, ſerves them for buck-: 
lers, and are proof againſt a muſket-ſhot. On the 
backs of their elephants they build little wooden 
towers, capable of containing five or ſix ſoldier, 
whence they annoy their enemies with ſucceſs, being 
very good markſmen: they are moſt of them idols 
ters, though intermixed with ſome Mahometans 
who are allowed free exerciſe of their religion, aud 
a few Chriſtians. | | 
About one fourth of · the iſland of Ceylon is diſtin: 
guiſhed by the name of Candea, or Candy: moſt d 
the country round it, is now in the hands of the 
Dutch; in ſpite of whom the king ſtill keeps poſſeſſio 
of this territory, which is on every ſide ſurrounded 
by very high mountains, and covered with thid 
. foreſts ; ſo that the paſſes leading to it are narroi 
and difficult, and his majeſty takes care to kw 
them well guarded, not only to prevent the 2 
proach of foreigners, but the egreſs of his own ſub 
jects; wherefore this tract of land is at preſent bit 
little known, It is divided into ſeveral diſtſich 
well watered by rivers that are poiſonous, and til 
courſe not navigable, being often broken by ricge 
of rocks; yet they fertilize the lands through wii 
they paſs; whereon are to be found good vines, , 


riety of pulſe, &c. on the banks of the onal 
| the 


AND THE DISPUTES THERE, 54 
theſe, which is. called Trinquelemale, ſtands the 


city of Candea, about thirty leagues from the ſea. 


ſafnapatnam is populous and fertile, ſuppoſed to 
be about fix German leagues long, and three 


broad; it is a peninſula waſhed to the-northward 


by the guif of Bengal, and having a pleafant river 
tothe ſouthward, which takes two different courſes: 


| to the ocean. Tt is divided into four provinces, 
| called Belligamme, Tenmarache, Waddamarache, 


and Patchiarapalle: in the firſt of theſe are four- 


| teen churches ; the principal of which, called Te- 
lipoli, has a houſe belonging to it, and a ſchool in- 
| which. a thouſand children were inſtructed by our” 


author and his aſſiſtants in the principles of Chriſ- 


| tianity 3 they have good gardens and pleaſant vine- 


yards annexed; which are well watered, and planted: 
with all ſorts of Indian fruits, planted by the Jeſuits. 


Here Baldæus informs us, that he preached ſeveral 
times, and often to an audience of two thouſand: 
people. | | 


At ſome diſtance: is the church of Magallam, 


with an adjoining houſe raiſed upon arches, and a 
good pair of ſtairs reaching to the top; it was be- 
gun by the Portugueſe, but finiſhed'by the Dutch, 


being of brick-work, and having a ſchool of two i 


| hundred boys. | ; 


The church of Mayletti, which has a ſchool of 


| ſeven hundred and fifty boys, is of ſtone, as is the 


bouſe belonging to it; from a balcony on the top- 


| of which there is an extenſive ſea- proſpect, the 
| ſituation being not more than half a mile from the: 
ſea- ſide; conſequently it is not ſurprizing that crabe,.. 
ſoles, and various other kinds of fiſh- abound here; 

beſides which, there are fine hares and partridges. 


The village of Achiavelli is finely ſituated among: 


woods, in which are plenty cf ſtags, hares, and: 
| #11d-boars; ſerpents ate very troubleſome here; 


D 3 | but: 
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but they have a kind of turtle-dove, which coo: 
fo very regularly, that the inhabitants need no other 
clock. Here is- a lofty ſtone church, capable of 
holding two thouſand perſons, and a ſchool of more 
than four hundred boys. As there were many an. 
tient Bramins reſident here in our author's time, the 
progreſs of Chriſtianity was ſlow ; but one of them, 
who was a man of great learning, being converted 
in the 46th year of his age, wrote a fine poem in 
the Hanſcreet language, which is the beſt kind of 
Malabar, upon the life and death of our Saviour. 

The ſoil of Ondewil, where there is a ſchool of 
fix hundred boys, and a church and houſe formet- 
ly belonging to a Franciſcan friar, is fertile, pro- 
ducing good rice and other proviſions ; as alſo do 
the fields about Batecotte, which ſtands near the 
ſalt river, and has a large ſchool, with a good 
church and an adjoining houſe, adorned with plez- 
tant gardens. 

T here are many more villages, each having its 
church, which it' would be tedious to enumerate; 
wherefore we ſhall only obſerve, that thoſe of Ma- 
nipay and Nalour, not fer from Jafnapatnam, have 
churches built of clay, and covered with palm- 
leaves, each having been formerly the ſtation of a 
pagode; nor are the inhabitants fo mild and capable 
of inſtruction as their neighbours ; which difference 
of diſpoſition can, by our ache. be accounted for 
no other way than by their having been corrupted by 
ſome calico weavers, tranſplanted. hither from the 
continent, who ſucceed but poorly, becauſe the wa- 
ter is not very fit for their uſe. The people are pa- 
gans, ſpiteful and ſuperſtitious; nor is it eaſy to 
teach the boys that frequent the ſchools, who are 
naturally very dull of apprehenſion. 

There are five villages with their reſpectire 


churches in the province of Tenmarache; the firſt 
8 0! 
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of which called Navacouli, is built only of clay, 
covered with palm-leaves; it is ſituated in a fruit- 
ful plain, and the neighbouring woods are full of 
| veniſon and wild fowl, as well as many apes and 
mob 1: 07 fi | E 
The village of Chavagatzery lies at ſome diſtance; 
it is the largeſt irff this province; here is plenty of 
| fiſh, fine gardens well ſtocked with fruit, and the 
| people maintain. themſelves by fiſhing and agricul- 
ture. In the ſchool of Chavagatzery are. above a 
| thouſand boys. Es | 
| The road to Cathay is ſandy and fatiguing ; the 
| church and houſe are of clay covered with leaves; 
but the place abounds with ſnipes, herons, Indian 
| ravens, &c. and there are ſeveral ponds well ſtored 
with wild-ducks. 5 . 
Waranni is ſituated in a ſandy ſoil; the ways 
| leading to it are heavy and tireſome; it is remark- 
able for the beſt water melons in India; and all 
| round are very fine woods of arecca, coco, palm, 
banano, mangos, cajou, and guiavo-trees. The 
church, fitted for two thouſand hve hundred audi- 
tors, is but flenderly built: however, it is ſurround- 
ed by a wall of earth; and the houſe adjoining has 
a good entrance and ſome handſome apartments. 
The church of IIlondi Matual is only of clay 
but the houſe is of ſtone, with high ſteps and a ſpa- 
cious hall; it belongs to the village of Nagar Kojel, 
where was formerly a famous pagode, and which 
has great numbers of peacocks; as alſo ſome tame 
| elephants, maintained for the uſe of the Dutch 
factory. Wild elephants are ſometimes ſeen in this 
ptecinct. [Sp 5 | EL 
In the province of Waddemarache are only three 
churches, with their reſpective villages and houſes. 
F Proviſions are ſo cheap in this province that you 
may buy a ſheep for the value of eight-pence, ſixty 
eggs for three-pence, and four pullets for five pence. 
| D 4 1 
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a trumpet, from whence ariſes an inharmonious fort 
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The chureh and houſe of Catavelli are built of 


brick; and from a ſummer-houſe in the garden, the 


top whereof is flat, there is a fine land- proſpect. 


The church of Uneputti has an auditory of near 
nine hundred perſons; and in the ſchool there are 
upwards of 11x hundred children, who are taught to 
draw their letters in ſand : but the village is inha- 


bited by a lawleſs ſet of thieves of the Nalloas race, 


who have among them very little religion. 


The moſt ſpacious and beautiful church in the 


whole province of Waddemarache is that of Pari. 
ture, ſo called from the plenty of cotton ſhrubs 


growing hereabouts ; the word Pariture implying 


cotton- harbour in the Malabar language: it is call- 
ed by the Portugueſe Punta des Pedras. At this 
place a flag is diſplayed as ſoon as any ſhips are dil. 
covered at ſea, to guide them into the road, where 


there is ſafe anchorage, except in the time of the 


northern monſoon. | ff f 3436 3A £ 
In very hot days, our author informs us, he uſed 
to preach under an umbrageous tamarind-tree, 
which afforded his auditory a moſt agreeable ſhade, 
Patchiarapalla is the fourth and laſt province of 


Jafnapatnam, the inhabitants of which ane very 


poor, feeding chiefly upon dried fifth and a little rice; 
they are much afflicted with the itch and ſmall-pox, 
and are often troubled with a malignant fever, the 


turns whereof depend upon the moon, and which 


is very fatal. Many of their children are carried off 
by a ſwelling in the groin and belly; and they are 
plagued with wild-elephants, which refort hither in 
numbers to feed upon the palm-tree fruit, of, Which 
they are very fond, and on which the poorer fort of 
inhabitants alfo feed. 

T his province abounds with jagars or hunter's 
wood ; and here are women who make a trade of 
blowing into certain mugs, called calangs, as if into 


of 
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of muſic. There are four churches and villages in: 
this diviſion : the firſt of which Poelepolay, is ſur- 
rounded by a high wall, and has port- holes like a: 
fortification, to defend it from the incurſions of the. 
| Cingaleſe, who-are ſometimes troubleſome. 
| The church of Mogommale is built in a wood; 
but that of Jambamme, which has nine hundred 
E 2uditors, and a ſchool containing five hundred boys, 
is the largeſt in the whole province, The laſt church 
| of the four is that of Mulipatto, about a day's 
journey from Jafnapatnam; it has port-holes for its 
defence; but it is low and meanly built. Before 
vue quit the territory of Jafnapatnam, it is neceſ- 
ſary to obſerve, that moſt- of the churches were 
founded by the Portugueſe; and that adjoining to. 
each is a theatre, wherein the Jeſuits and others of 
the Roman clergy uſed to inſtruct and divert the 
people with interludes taken from the Bible. 
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CHAP; IL 


Of « a terrible tempefs. and flaad: in the land of Oura. 
ture: the chair of Donna Clara a large ane © a de. 
feriptiin of the iflands of Ourature, Caradiva, 
Pangardiva, Anolativa, Neinatiua, and Ninun- 
diva : the great danger approaching the laſt if 
theſe : a ſpring of freſh water cauſed by thunder: 
number of Chriſtians in Fafnapatnam : ſome as 
count of the manners of the Bramins, the Bellala, 


the Chitteis, the Paruas, ihe Pereas, the Chivias,. 
and en other tr zhes. 


E ſhall! now proceed to take a view of the 
fix adjacent little iſlands; the firſt of which, 
called Ouratufe, abounds with ſtags and fiſh, and 
plenty of a red dye called ſaye. It is ſaid there is 
good butter here, and variety of larks and ſea-gulls, 
This ifland hath three churches, the auditory of 
which,. taken all together, amount to two thouſand 
fix hundred people: it has been often ſubject to 
reat floods; and in a tempeſt that happened here 
in 1658, trees were torn up by the roots, houſe 
uncovered, and the water, which bore down all 
that ſtood in its way, left behind on its retiring 
great quantity of fiſh, 

On the iſland of Caradiva, which is pas on- 
ly by a river from Ourature, is a ſtone church and 
a good houſe; it produces the beſt ſaye in all In- 
dia; and together with a neighbouring iſle, called 
by the Portugueſe Ilha Deſerts, ſupplies the Dutch 
mips with wood for firing; but both abound with 
very venomous ſerpents. 

The natives of Pongardiva are very tall; the 
and is large but the ground rocky, and not over 
teuitful: however, here are great quantities of per 
COCKS, 
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cocks, ſtags, hares; and large oyſters, with other 
ſorts of fiſh, are caught on every ſide of the iſland, - 

There are plenty of delicious oyſters found alſo: 
upon. the iſland of Analativa, whereon are about: 
a thouſand inhabitants, reckoning men, women, 
and children, It was called in the time of the: 
Portugueſe Donna Clara, after a lady of that name, 
who was for ſome time proprietor of it, and whoſe- 
chair, big enough to contain two people, is {till 
ſhewn in remembrance of her, 

Nainativa is a very ſmall iſland inhabited by Chri- 
ſtians, who were formerly Bramins, and lead very 
regular lives. It has a ſmall church, and abounds 
with jackalls. The laſt of theſe is called Ninun- 
diva, or the Long Iſle, called by the Portugueſe: 
the Cow Land, on account of the abundance of 
cattle tranſported: hither from Tonday; they are not 
large indeed, but ſpecial good and very cheap, fell 
ing for half a rixdollar each. 

| The ſoil often produces leaks of ſo venomous a 

| nature, that feeding thereon ſweeps off the whole 
herds ; and our author ſpent eight days at one time: 
here, when proviſions were ſo ſcarce that he and 
his company had like to have been ſtarved : the in- 
habitants are very wretched, and their diet gene- 
rally miſerable. The coaſt all round is fo rocky 
that there is no coming to land, except in very: 

calm weather, which happens twice a year at the 

change of the monſoon. Here are to be ſeen the 

| ruins of a fort formerly. belonging to the Portu- 

| gueſe, who imported hither ſome horſes, which 
have multiplied extremely, and are:ſmall but hardy, } 
and well caculated to travel on tony ground. Here- LE 
is a ſpecies of goats which produce bezoar ſtones, 9 
but they are not the beſt in the world. There is 
but one ſpot in the whole iſle that produces freſh 
water, and this is a clift among the rocks, cauſed,, 


H you'll believe the tales of the inhabitants, by, a. 
12 6: | thunder»: 


- 
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thunder-bolt, wherein there are two-or three ſpringy 
of half a foot and a foot deep. The inhabitant 
are near eleven hundred in number. Our author 
Teckons, that in the year 1663 there were ſixty- two 
thouſand five hundred and fifty-eight Chriſtians in 
the province of Jafnapatnam and its precincts, beſides 
two thouſand five hundred and eighty- ſeven ſlaves, 
who were not ignorant of Chriſtian principles. 
As the Bramins challenge the firſt rank among 
the Pagans, ſo do the Bellales among the native Chri- 
ſtians: they have a ſtrip of cloth wrapt round the 
navel, and turning down round the thighs and ſome 
part of the legs like drawers they have thick ſoles 
faſtened under their feet, which are left bare to pre- 
vent the inconveniencies of ſweating. In a bag 
called maddi, hanging juſt before them, they carry 
betel and arecca: on their right fide they have a 
ſheathed knife, with a piece of ſteel whereon to 
ſharpen it, and an iron pen tipped with ſilver ; theit 
ears, which they draw down to their ſhoulders, 
they adorn with golden pendents : and their wealth 
conſiſts of cows, oxen, ſheep, goats, and buffaloes. 
Their habitations are very neat; and their gardens 
handſomely laid out, and well watered.  Odober 
and November make their winter and rainy ſeaſon; 
and their harveſt is in January and February, tho 
in ſome places where the ground is low and marſhy, 
they have two harveſts in the year. While the rains 
continue, for the ſpace of two months incellantly,. 
they are extremely violent, and the lands are all 
_ overflown; but there is ſcarcely. any wet weather, 
during the reſt of the year; wherefore they are 
obligcd to water even their cocoa-trees till they are 
fix years old. The ground at two feet deep is very 
rocky, out of which to cut ſprings of-freſh water 1s 
very chargeable and troubleſome, 
They are ſond of butter, which is made with 2 


fort of mill like that een chocolate is 1 
| - uv 
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pared for the palate, and of curdled milk which 
they call tayr, and adminiſter in fevers and the ſmall- 
pox as A cooler. The Bellales in general are rich, 
litigious and envious; they generally marry in 
ſpring, in this circumſtance imitating the Romans, 
who uſed to wed in May. They take wives, each 
in his own clan or family. They marry off their 
daughters at ten or eleven years of age; for they 
deem it a fin to loſe any part of that time in which 
they imagine it to be in their power to contribute 
to the increaſe of ſociety; they deem a ſingle man, 
arrived at the years of maturity, a ſcandal to his ſpe- 
cies; and, as no body will take a woman to wife 
without a portion, nothing is commoner than to ſee. 
a collection made to portion off the poorer ſort of 
girls. They keep their weddings for four or five. 
days, feaſting and making merry; but not uſing 
ſtrong liquors: and before the door of the houſe is, 
erected a triumphal arch of fig-tree and pomegra- 
nate branches, intermingled with flowers. The 
bride's tali or bracelet is put round the neck of the 
bridegroom: and on the coaſt of Coromandel, When 
he dies, this tali is burned with him. If a girl hap- 
| pens to have her monthly courſes before ſhe is mar- 
| ried, ſhe ſtands but a bad chance of having a huſ- 
| band; for if it is diſcovered, no. body will aſk her. 
| the queſtion. | | 8 
Tho' many of the Bramins profeſs Chriflianity, 
they ſtill retain ſeveral marks of idolatry, ſuch as. 
never feeding on any thing that has been animated. 
| {hey are very moral and ſober, civil, induſtrious, 
and obliging; they drink nothing ſtrong, eat but 
lttle at a time, bathe twice a-day, are much ad- 
dicted to venery, and great enemies to inceſt; yet 
| ſuch is their reſpect for their own generation, that 
they will wed nieces and nephews ſooner than ſeek 
a wife in another family: moſt of them are aſtro- 
nomers, acquainted with the motions of the 18 

5 and 


om 


ject the doctrine of the tranſmigration of ſouls, 


they are excellent divers, but do not inhabit in ſuch 
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and planets, and capable of-, calculating eclipſes. 
Some of them are of opinion, that all fouls were 


created in the beginning, and given in their turns 
to animate their reſpective bodies; nor do they re. 


This is an opinion which ſtrongly prevails almoſt 
over all parts of India as well as here. 

The tribe of Chivias uſed formerly to attend the 
ſervice of the king, but now they are hewers of 
wood, drawers of water, and bearers of burthens 
wo the Dutch. They are very ſtrong, and good 
litter-carriers ; but in this occupation they are very 
proud, for they would not at any rate be hired to 
carry any but the beſt people; The Paruas are 
pretty active, and ſpeak moſt of them Portugueſe; 


numbers on the iſland of Ceylon, as about Tute- 
colyn and other parts of the continent. 

The word Chitty ſignifies a merchant, and chow 
is a tribe bearing this name, which deals much in 
linen and handicraft trades ; the people of this tribe 
are very crafty, and the father educates his ſon in his 
own buſineſs ; thus weaving, building, working on 
the ſod, &c. are hereditary occupations, Near the 
banks of the falt- -river, and the ſea-ſhore of Jafns- 
patnam live the Careas, who are fiſhermen ; as are 
alſo thoſe of the tribe of Mokkuas. 

The naſtieſt among all theſe people, and ap- 
proaching neareſt the Hottentots, are the Nallouas, 
who are very black, and ſlaves to the Bellales, for 
whom they dig the ground, water the trees, ma- 
nage the catt}e, and do other menial offices, They 
are ſo very dirty in themſelves, that they may be 
traced by their ſmell like a fox. The Paruas are 
not behind them in filthineſs or menial employ- 
ments: they feed on rats and mice, carry out dung, 
and are certainly the moſt deſpicable race of people 


in the world, Perhaps no people on carth are 
treated 
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treated ſo haughtily as the lower fort are by their 
ſuperiors, to whom they are obliged in the ſtreets. 
to pay the profoundeſt reverence: the women are. 
alſo kept in great ſubjection, not being permitted to 
{it at table with their huſbands.. None of all theſe: 


tribes will eat cows fleſh, deeming the creature, as 
| the Egyptians formerly did, facred. | 


For a general character of them, it may be ſaid, 
that they are abſtemious in their eating, not fond: 


of liquor, naturally ingenious, and bleſſed with 
ſtrong memories; they are clean in their apparel, 
except the two tribes particularly ſtigmatized ; not 


inclined to be quarrelſome, but apt to be abuſive ; 


| they are ſuperſtitious with reſpe& to omens, and: 
| much inclined to adultery and fornication, | 
{ Here are courts of judicature where pleading is. 

| allowed, and advocates 'are often found here, as- 


well as in England, making long ſpeeches to little 


| purpoſe. Their phyſicians, knowing little of phy- 
| tic or anatomy, give freſh herbs of. a certain com- 


poſition for a purge, and allay the force of it, if it 


| prove too ſtrong, by clapping a poultice of pepper 
| ſteeped in water to the navel, which is good againſt 
| a looſeneſs and bellyach.. 


They have barbers, who are not only expert at: 


| ſhaving the head and face, but are alſo good at pa- 
ring the toe-nails and cleanſing the ears; they carry 


with them ſmall mirrors, and their razors are: 


# thicker on the back than ours, 


Their weavers fit to work on the ground, where- 


in there is a hole dug for their feet. Their paint- 
ers have ſuch an art in ſtaining callicoes that the 


colours will never waſh out; but thoſe of M aſulipa- 


tan are much brighter. They have artiſts who ma- 
| nifeſt great taſte in their working upon gold, ſilver, 
| 'vory, or ebony; and few places in Europe have 


better carpenters, ſmiths, or biicklayers, tho” their 
wages are hardly more than ſix pence per day. 
. There 
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64 DESCRIPTION. OF.CEYLON,. 
I here is a very ſtately pagode at Trinquenamale; 
which ſerves as a land-mark to the ſhips; and here 
alſo is the largeſt and moſt commodious harbour in. 
the whole iſland of Ceylon: it was ſeveral times 
relinquiſhed during the difputes in India between 
the Dutch and Engliſh, and the fortifications a8 
often repaired ; though at one time the Hollanders. 
who garri ſoned the place under command. of Peter 
Waſh, were attacked by a frenzy that urged many 

of them to leap into the ſea, where they were 
drowned, and on their being opened, there appear. 
ed certain little maggots infeſting the coats of the 
brain, produced as was thought by fatigue, beat, 
and eating ſalt meat, as well as by the cold damp. 
fogs that generally fell after night-fall. To theſe 
worms was attributed this fatal diſorder. Of Batte- 
calo, Columbo, and ſome other important places in 
this iſland we ſhall find an opportunity of ſpeaking. 
hereafter, the preſent ſheets being dedicated. to a. 
more general ſubject, : 
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CHAP, III. 


| Superb pagodes of Ceylon : a firange opinien ef the na- 
tives with reſpec? to one of the fineſt of the ifland ©: 

an account of Adam's Peak, and the meaſurement of 
his foot; extraordinary bonaurs paid to it: the 
Bramins of Ceylon more pariicularly deferibed : their 
defs, manner of living, and public proceſſions : a. 
general character of the heathen inhabitants of this: 
Hand, called Cingaleſe : fome ſtrange cuſtoms peculiar 
to them the different dreſſes of the people, the vari- 
ous products of the iſland, and an account. of the 
manner of preparing cinnamon. | 


i O iſland abounds. more with pagodes, and 
| thoſe generally very ſplendid, than Ceylon: 
there is one particularly at Vintane, one hundred. 
and thirty feet in circumference at the foundation; 
it is very high, the top being crowned with a gilt 
E pyramid, which may be diſcerned at a vaſt diſtance ; 
within it ſtands an idol, repreſenting a man with a 
8 Crown ſword in his hand, his arm being upraiſed as 
if going to firike : to this the Cingaleſe pay adora- 
lion, and are firmly perſuaded that this world will 
be near an end when this temple decays, 

lt is common to meet on the roads little brick 
bouſcs, in which are fixed elephant-heads, which 
they alſo worſhip, praying to them for wiſdom z 
E their idols are generally adorned with garlands of 
flowers, particularly one, being the figure of a man, 
at leaſt {ix yards high, cut out of a rock which lies 
near Belligamme, not far from which is the moun- 
Fain ſuppoſed to be the higheſt in India, called 
Adam's Peak, whereon, they pretend to tell you 
Adam was created. ” 

— They; 


— OI —ÄU—ᷣVͥ'— 


56; DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 


They ſhew a mark here, ſhaped like a man's foot, 
a yard and a half long, three 2 broad, and 
one quarter deep, which they tell you was impreſſed 
here by him when he went thence to heaven, ag 
we before obſerved: it is ſurrounded. with. ſilver, 
and the poor deluded people believe that a drop of 
water gathered from it, ſerves as an expiation for 
all their fins; near it ſtands a magnificent temple, 
into which no body enters without carrying ten or 
a dozen lighted candles, or more, according to 
their abilities: when they depart, they carry with 
them ſome of this water in bamboe canes, for the 
uſe of ſuch of their friends as have no opportunity 
of going thither in perſon, | 
The king and all his court make a pilgrimage 
hither once a- year; and having uſed the water, and 
paid their devotions, they conclude the night with 
feaſting and dancing. The prieſts preſerve a golden 
plate, of the length and breadth of the ame foot, 
| Whereon are engraven ſixty- eight emblematical f. 
gures, which formerly, ſay they, were to be ſeen 
upon the ſaid foot, but vaniſhed as ſoon as they weils 
copied. This mountain is almoſt inacceſſible, and 
thoſe who adventure to climb it are affiſted' by iron 
ſpikes, and chains faſtened therein for that purpoſe. WF i 

The Bramins, who are very regular and abſte- 
mious livers, have many convents ſcattered thro? the 
ifland ; their heads are ſhaven, and they have yellow | 
habits; they always carry beads in their hands, and Wu! 
mutter prayers ; but never appear in the ſtreets with: 
out an umbrello, In different niches about thei' Bi 
chapels they place the images of ſuch people, eithe JW". 
men or. women, as they are pleaſed to ſay, hate 
led holy lives: and before them they place wax tt 
pers and lamps, held by boys neatly carved. Tegen 
have certain hours of prayers like the popiſh friats 
and are as exact in obſerving them. _ e 


. 
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There are certain public days in which the ab- 
bot of each convent goes through the ftreets in pro- 


ceſſion, in great pomp, being mounted on an ele- 
phant ſumptuouſly capariſoned, with an umbrello 
over his head, and preceded by horns, trumpets, 
| tabors, and ſuch other muſical inſtruments ; before 
him dance ſeveral maidens of quality, naked to the 
middle, their heads, ears, and arms ornamented 
with bracelets of gold and jewels, and their petti- 
| coats of different colours. __ | 
We cannot ſay however that the Cingaleſe, for 
ſo are the pagan inhabitants of Ceylon in general 
© called, are very obſtinate or averſe to rational con 
viction, ſince numbers of them have been, by dint 
of argument, converted to Chriſtianity. - They are 
commonly ready-witted, excellent artiſans, and good 


ſoldiers, careful obſervers of order, and not eafily 


intimidated ;_ their converſe with the Europeans has 
ſharpened their intelleQs very much; for which 
reaſon they are not to be deſpiſed, nor yet ſhould 
they be much relied upon : they are well fitted for 
Var, and of ſpecial ſervice in a route, marching one 
by one, becauſe of the narrow defiles abounding in 
the country, being armed with half-pikes, and uſing 
þ (mall ſhrill drum that may be heard among the 


bills at three leagues diſtance. | 
If a huſband goes a long journey, it is uſual for 


im to deſire his brother to ſhare the nuptial bed 
Curing his abſence ; nor is it unuſual for a woman 
do complain if not duly attended in ſuch circum- 
Nances, tor they do not think that there is any thing 


Criminal in ſuch an inceſtuous commerce. Our au- 


for tells us, that he knew a woman loudly com- 


lain, that a brother to whoſe care her huſband 
ommitted her, did not pay ſufficient attention to 
be nuptial duty. The Cingaleſe have long ears, 
bated with rings and jewels; they are not unlike 
be Malabars ; the common people go naked, with 
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only their privities covered with a piece of callico 
Among the better ſort the men wear a light lin 
or woollen veſt, and a piece of linen wrapped 
round their navels, and coming between their legs, 


with a red cap on their heads, which they eſteem 


as a particular ornament, calling it the rock. cap. 
At their ſides they carry ſwords or ſcymitars, the 
hilts of which are curiouſly wrought in gold, filyer, 
or ivory. | 5 8 
The women adorn their fingers and toes with 
gold and ſilver rings; and on their necks are neck. 
Jaces of the ſame metals. Inſtead of a head- dreſß 
they plat their hair, and their breaſts are quite 
uncovered ;. they are moſt of them well propottion- 
ed and handſomely limbed. They marry as many 
Wives as they can maintain, boaſt much of their 
families and high blood, and are vaſtly addicted to 
idleneſs, inſolence, and pleaſure. It has been hi- 
therto found impoſſible to diſſuade them from mar- 
rying girls of ten or eleven years. old; they fay 
they do it to be ſure of having a virgin. They ate 
very neat in their houſes and houſhold-furniture, 
uLng the fig tree leaf inſtead of table-cloths and 
trenchers; their ſpoons are made of cocoa nut ſhells 
and their drinking-veſſels are of earth, with pipes 
like tea-pots through which they ſuck the liquor, 
Their current coins are the ſilver Jaryn, worth about 
ten-pence ; the fanym, worth five-pence; and the 
pagode, valued at fix Dutch gilders; two {ilveb 
fanyms at five-pence each making a laryn. 
This iſland produces ripe grapes almoſt all the 
year; it, abounds with ſugar-canes, fig and mul. 


- .. berry-trees,, whereon. is generated a good deal of 
ilk; alſo ginger, pepper, cardamum, tobacco, and 


"the wild palm; the calabaſs, cotton, and areces 
tree, with divers forts of mangos, melons, onion, 


and garlic. The Dutch have planted aſparaguſ 


Carrots, cabbage, and many other {ſorts of Evi" 
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pean vegetables, which thrive here to admiration. 


But Ceylon is more particularly happy in producing 
ſuperfine cinnamon, which is ſcarcely found in 
any other part of the habitable world. This valu- 
able ſpice is good againſt many diſorders, being a 
ſtrengthener of the bowels and ſtomach, a great 
aſtringent, and an excellent cephalic; it affords an 
oil which is efficacious in divers extemporaneous 
caſes ; but being extremely dear, the genuine ſort 


is not very common in Europe: it is preſſed from 


the cinnamon fruit, but of late the chymiſts in Eng- 
land have found a way of diſtilling an oil from the 
common cinnamon, which anſwers the ſame end in 
medicinal caſes, and has been found nearly of equal 
influence. ” | | 85 | 
The fruit of this tree is yellowiſh, and it riſes 
out of a white bloſſom, the ſcent of which is very 


pleafing ; the leaves reſemble thoſe of the lemon- 


tree, but they are not quite ſo large. The firſt 
| bark being removed with a crooked knife, the rind 
lying beneath it is cut firſt round, then in length, 


and afterwards left to dry in the fun, where it ſhrinks 


into thoſe ſmall rolls which we ſee in Europe. 
When the tree is thus ſtripped it periſhes; but 
from the fruit being implanted, others ariſe; the 


| wood is white, and uſed by the inhabitants for 


building. | : 
The cinnamon- trees grow fingly, ſcattered 
among other woods, and never in groups; neither 
is it to be found in every part of the iſland, there 
being no trace of it in Jafnapatnam, nor in the iſle 
of Mannar. From the cinnamon wood, yet green, 
there is an agreeable wholſome water diſtilled, and 
this wood thrown into the fire ſends forth a moſt 
| odoriferous ſmell: the natives alſo make ſeveral 
pretty pieces of furniture out of it, but particularly 
cabinets, which are held in ſome eſtimation. It is 
to be remarked, that tho” phyſicians and naturaliſts 
agree 
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àa man of ſome conſequence in this place, and of 
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agree that cinnamon. is hot, yet from its root mz 
be drawn a water endued with the ſcent of all th: 
qualities of camphire. | | 
There are three ſpecies of cinnamon in the Eat. 
Indies; the firſt and fineſt called by the Portuguel 
canel-fino is that which is taken from the young 
or at leaſt the middle-aged tree; canel-groflo is the | 
ſecond or coarſer ſort, ſtripped from an old tree; 
and the laſt, which, is ſcarcely of any value, though 
ſome of the natives pretend to affirm it might he 
meliorated, is called cane] de mato, or wild cinna. 
mon, and ſome of it is found on the Malabar coat, 
but it is not fit for uſe, | N 
Snake · wood which is in' great eſteem among the 
Indians, and uſed as a ſpecific in many diſorder, 
is found in ſeveral parts of the iſland of Ceylon; 
it is hard, bitteriſh, and of a bright yellow colour; 
the powder of this wood is rubbed over the body 
to prevent the progreſs of the itch ; and one ounce 
of it taken in wine or water is ſerviceable in colics, 
fevers, &c. but more particularly againſt the bite 
of a ſerpent, with ſeveral ſorts of which Ceylon 
abounds, Its virtues in this caſe were firſt diſco- 
vered by a little animal, called cull-quill or quirpel: 
by the Portugueſe, who keep them to hunt rats 
and mice; it is about the ſize of a common ferret, 
and has a natural antipathy to the ſerpent, with which 
whenever it meets, it engages, and if ſtung, is cured 
by eating ſnake-wood, Marcellus de Boſchohouwe;, 


very curious diſpoſition, relates that he has beer 
often witneſs to their battles, and once in particulir 
he faw a very long combat between a ſnake and ole 
of theſe creatures, which at laſt growing faint, te- 
tired to cure itſelf by the ſnake-wood, and returd- 
ed to the fight after half an hour's abſence, when! 


found its antagoniſt expired. The root of this 1 ; 
| calle 
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called by the Cingaleſe, nalyelli, is alſo ſaid to poſ- 
ſeſs many ſingular virtues. | N 
Tamarind trees are found to thrive well here; the 
fruit is a cooler, and preſeribed againſt ſcorbutic 
and dropſical diſorders: as alſo does the mangrove, 
the branches of which when grown to their proper 
height, turn down and take root in the ground, thus 
in a ſhort time one tree will cover a large ttact of 
land: the ſenſitive plant alſo grows here, which re- 
tires from the touch of ybur hand, or of any thing 
elſe, wherewith you offer to approach it. Ceylon 
allo abounds with excellent medicinal herbs, the 
| uſe whereof practice, the beſt inſtructor, has taught 
lo thoſe among them that praCtiſe phyſic and ſurgery, 


— 


T 
The elephants of Ceylon preferable to all others : of 

ther food and diſorders + Jeveral different ways of 
catching them the great caution of this animal a 
deſcription of it and its various virtues : two or three 
remarkable ſtories concerning it © a deſcription of the - 
tiger and jackall, 7 


MONG the quadrupeds or four-footed beaſts 

of Ceylon, the elephant claims the foremoſt 
place, as it is not only the largeſt beaſt in the world, 
but thoſe particularly that are natives of this iſland 
ate allowed to be fo far ſuperior to thoſe of any 
other part of India, that the Cingaleſe tell you, 
they are worſhipped for their excellence by all others 
pt their awn ſpecies, They feed on green herbs, 
and leaves of the fig, cocoa, and wild palm; they 
ſometimes take a liking to arecca, and the ſugar- 
cane; and at a certain ſeaſon of the year there iſſues 
an oil from the head of thoſe which are old, a flux 
that 


* 3 
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that often makes them mad]; and it is then a gg 
chance if their guides do not fall a ſacrifice to thej 
fury. There are ſuch numbers of theſe animzj 
all over the iſland, that it is not ſafe for any boch 
to travel without ſome attendance and drums, &c Ml 
wherewitl.* to frighten them: they are moſt to b; 
feared, when the evening begins to ſet in, a time 
at which they ſally out in ſearch of prey; and 
you chance to be carried by your littermen in thei 
way, you have but a bad chance for your life; for 
_ "theſe daſtards will quit the litter and take to their 
heels: ſome (inſtances have been known, in which 
theſe animals bave paſſed the litter of a traveller thy 
abandoned, without doing it any harm; but this i 
not common. The youngelephants are ſometime 
taken by following the tracks of the old ones ; but 
the commoneſt way of catching them, is by cutting 
along alley through ſome part of the wood in which 
they inhabit, and planting it with flakes ; her 
deep pits are dug, which being covered lightly over 
with hurdles and earth, the elephant is ſought out, 
and by hallooing about him, beating drums, and 
tofling wild-fire in his way, hurried into this path; 
where falling into one of the ſnares, the hunter 
bind his feet with ropes and chains, and ſo ſecure 
Him. Some of them are ſo very cunning that they] 
are not to be caught thus, but examine careful 
with their trunks, every ſtep they take, and thus i 
there lies a hole in their way, they are ſure to di- 
<cover it. CJ | „** | 
When they have ſecured a wild one, they yok: 
it between two tame ones, and ſet ſix men to a. 
tend it, holding lighted torches affixed to the end. 
of half pikesgz.for the elephants are particular) 
fearful of fire, and theſe proffer it food, being... 
either boiled rice and hay, or brown ſugar; if | 
is ſtubborn and refuſes it, the tame ones beat Fes 
„ | VI 
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with their trunks till they teach it cs. It 


is ſaid the elephant never meddles with the female 
| after being tamed, though he is ſometimes ſeized_ 


with a luſtful fit, in which he does much miſchief. 
When the female elephant inclines to procreate, 
ſhe makes a bed of herbs and weeds four or five 
feet above the ground, and with a cry peculiar to 


herſelf invites the male; in Ceylon they alſo ſome- 


times take the male by E a tame female 1 in his 


way. 
It is hard to determine the preciſe age of the 
elephant in general, but it is thought he will 


le two or three hundred years: the colour of its 
body, which is heavy and groſs with little beauty 
| about it, is dark, for the white elephant is very 
C ſcarce; their eyes are ſmall like thoſe of a pig, 


and behind their ears, which lie very cloſe, there 


is a ſmall tender ſkin, a wound wherein is mortal; 
25 is a deep wound in his trunk, which is firongy 


tough, and hollow, reaching to the ground, and 


opening and ſhutting by the help of little carun- 
cles, ſo nicely, that he can take up therewith a pin, 
jor a grain of millet; through this he conveys to his 


mouth all that he eats or drinks: in each corner of 


this lower jaw wis a tooth, which in the male is ſix 
or ſeven feet long, but not above one foot in the 
female; and between theſe grows his trunk. 


They are naturally extremely wild, and there- 
Pore to be taken only by hunting; the loſs of li- 


Perty has been known to :nflvence an elephant ſo 
to throw him into a deep melancholy, wherein 


e has pined for want of ſuſtenance, which he 
ould by no means be prevatled upon 40 take, until 
clieved by muſic, whereby his anſgiety was diflt- 

dated and the beaſt revived, 
| There are many remarkable. tories told of the - 


Peacity and fidelity of the elephant, nor is it leſs 


lee med for its courage in wars and its very great 
Vol. Vo VVV * 


— P 
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docility. At the fight of blood, for which they 
Have a ſtrong abhorrence, and at the ſound of 
the trumpet, the diſciplined elephants ruſh for. 
ward in battle, with ſuch force and rapidity, as to 
ſpread terror and devaitation every where around 
them. The beſt horſes fly at their approach, nor 
can the moſt experienced rider compel them to 
ſuſtain the onſet, With one elephant Czſar pro- | 
cured a moſt remarkable victory over the Gaul; 
the Syrians and Perſians profited by the uſe of them 
in war, and from theſe did the Romans derive the Ml 
knowledge of their abilities; of which they made Ml 
great advantage. It is the nature of the elephant 
to turn upon his maſters if once repulſed ; nor 
is there any poſſibility of making him return to the 
charge. To” OT. 

- The mildneſs of their . diſpoſition is very fe- 
markable, for in paſſing through a flock of ſheep, 
they ſet them gently aſide with their trunks, that 
they may not trample upon them. It has bee 
known that they have been let looſe upon crimi- 
nals for their deſtruction, when inſtead of aflailing 
the victims who were tied for that purpoſe to poſt 
they turned their rage againſt thoſe who ſpurt 
them on; nor would they be made the inſtrumens 
of cruelty. But with all his meekneſs, we fn 
bim endowed ſometimes with an implacable ſpit 
of revenge. 1 

An inſtance of which is related by Navaretta, il 
the ſixth book of his hiſtory of China, who tells 


OY 


that in 1658, when he was at Macaſſar, he faw a !o 

elephant belonging to the king paſs very quiz] u: 
through the ſtreets with his driver upon bis back th 

but, coming by chance to a place where cocoa-nul of 
were expoſed to ſale, ſnatched one from a h ex: 
parcel with his trunk, wherewith he beat his the 

der about the head, till he dropped lifeleſs to an 

MIN 


ground; an inſtance of eruelty, the motive of * 
| | ON 
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ſome people upon inquiry found, was the ſame 
man's having, a few days before, thrown a nut of 
pretty large ſize at the head of the elephant in 
order to break it; hence aroſe the animal's reſent- 
ment, the effects of which were ſo very melan- 
choly. Notwithſtanding their common mild tem- 
per, an elephant in rutting time is quite mad, and 
ſo miſchievous that it kills every creature that falls 
in its way; and upon growing cool, will go 
near fretting itſelf to death, for having perhaps 
deſtroyed ſome animal, for whom it had an af- 
fection. | „ 
Of the modeſty of the elephant there have been 
ſeveral examples; and that in the time of Titus 


he Veſpaſian, there was one which threw a garment 

over his miſtreſs and her lover when mutually 
e- cmbracing, as if he thereby would have reminded 
en, them of their want of decency and reſerve, was a 
hat fact atteſted by all Rome, It is ſaid that the new 


miſtreſs of an Indian, who had murdered his wife, 
| was led by an elephant to the place where the body 
lay; which having uncovered with his trunk, and 
pointed out the marks of violence, thereby ſhew- 
nei ing her the danger ſhe was in, and the fate ſhe 
ens might expect, when her paramour was. weary of 
fa her; he reinterred the corpſe, and let the woman 
ſont depart. 5 7 | 
All over India, but in China more eſpecially, 
| almoſt every part of this animal is uſed in medi- 
cine. Broth made of its fleſh is given to ſtop a 
| looſencſs, the fleſh burned prevents an overflux of 
Jurine, the gall is healing to the eyes, and removes 
che inconveniencies of a bad breath. The humour. 
of the eye mixed with breaſt- milk is ſaid to be an 
excellent opthalmic; the bone lying at the pit of 
the ſtomach when powdered is a fine ſtomachie; 
and a poultice of the ſkin- burned to aſhes, and 
mixed with oil, is a noble cure for a green wound. 
1 1 They 


N 
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of his ſorefeet to the top of his ſhoulders, and for 


high, the common price amounts to one hundred 


are uſed inſtead of coaches : their pace being very 


elephant. That they tread more ſoftly and much 


* 


— 


* They meaſure the elephant from the nail on one 


every cubit of his height, the Jargeſt not being 
more than nine cubits, or thirteen feet and a half 


pounds Engliſh money; but the Ceylon elephant is | 
worth four times as much. 1 
The female carries her young from ſixteen to 
eighteen months, and when juſt yeaned it is as large 
as a ſizeable calf; they are generally fifty nay ſixty 
years before they come to their full growth, when 
they will carry fourteen people, as 1s well known in 
Cochin China, where the towers on. their backs 


equal, and as ſwift as a horſe at full trot, The 
teeth which the elephant ſheds ſpontaneouſly in 
the woods, is reckoned. the worſt fort of ivory; 
the beft is taken from the mouth of the beaſt as 
ſoon as he 1s killed, and there is a ſpecies be- 
tween both, yielded by the elephant who dies a na: 
tural death. SR TH: 3 
It is certain that no animal appears to at { 
nearly to man, upon the principles of reaſon, as the 


lighter than a horſe, is ſurprizing but true; for in 
paſſing over a marſh, they hardly give any motion 
to the ſurface, while a horſe in the ſame path ſhall 
make it tremble all around very perceptibl. 
When the elephant goes to drink, he ſtirs all the 


dirt from the bottom of the water, that he maj 
have therewith gravel and ſmall ſtones, which ſerve . 
to digeſt his food, as is the caſe of geeſe, ducks ; 
&c. for he is much afflicted with cholics and indy 
geſtion, 4 8 | t 
The weods of Ceylon abound with tygers as wel - 

as elephants. . 5 5 10 
The tyger is a creature peculiar to the Inde e. 


| for though there is a ſmaller {ized animal found | 
. | Ameri 


J Wap AO wo. 9, PYOd. & 


cd 


AND THE DISPUTES THERE. 55 
America ſomething reſembling this beaſt, it isdoubt- 
ful whether it be of the fame ſpecies. The tyger is 
larger than a leopard; its ſkin, which is a valuable 


fur, uſed for horſe-furniture, bedding, lining 


cloaths, and palankins, is full of yellow ſpots fur- 
rounded with black hair, which is ſhort and of 
the moſt beautiful glaſs : their eyes are very bright, 
and darting a prodigious Juſtre, their necks ſhort 
and ſtrong, and their claws and tceth prodigiouſly 
ſharp; they are exceedingly ſtout and very ſwift. 
There are three ſorts of them, the largeſt of 
which is called the tyger royal; and its ſkins, 
which have been known to be fix feet long, are 
uſed as coverlids for beds. The ſecond and moſt 
common ſort is about the fize of a calf, active, 
light, and exceffively cruel. The third and laſt 
ſpecies is ſomething larger than a mountain-cat, 


extremely miſchievous, and its howl approaching 


near to the lowing of a calf, is vaſtly frightful. 


Lions never prey on any thing till it is dead, tygers 


| always aflail that which is living, teating it into 


pieces, but never meddle with any thing that is 
lifeleſs; as the carcaſe of a ſheep or of a horſe. 
If by any chance they get among a flock of ſheep, 
the havock they make is almoſt incredible; for 
then they ſeldom eat, but glut themſelves with 


| ſucking the blood; fo that a tyger, a tygreſs, and 


two young whelps have been known to deftroy 


above one hundred ſheep in one night's time. In 
a cloſe country they Jurk behind the hedges, and 


ſpring upon a man, or any other creature that 


| paſles by, ſeizing him by the middle, and carrying 


bim to their haunts, where they tear him to pieces 


| and devour him. Thoſe who have eat of it, eſteem 


the fleſh to be as delicate, nay rather better fla- 
voured than veal, particularly when young. It is 
laid that dogs and tygers engender ; Diodorus Si- 
culus affirms that a certain Indian king preſented 
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ſome of this heterogeneous brood to-Alexander the 
Great, which was exceeding ſtrong and fierce, be- 
ing beſides endowed with all the docility of a dog; 
four of them overpowering a lion with eaſe, It is 
afſerted by ſome writers, but with what truth ! 
will not venture to affirm, that a tyger meeting a 
black and a white man together, will paſs the lat. 
ter unnoticed, and tear the former to pieces; be- 
cauſe it is a prey perhaps to which they are more 
accuſtomed. They are often ſeized upon by the 
huntſmen in this manner; the boldeſt of the com- 
pany finds out where there is a young litter, with 
which in the abſence of the dam, he runs away, 
when ſhe returns and miſſes the young, ſuch is 
her quick ſcent, that ſhe ſoon traces the 7 
of the huntſmanz but he ſtops her progreſs b 
dropping one of the whelps, which ſhe immedi 
ately takes care to ſecure, by carrying off to her 
litter, and by this piece of cunning the huntſman 
has time to get ſafely off with the reſt, _ 
Walter Schouten, a Dutch writer of great vera. 
city, aſſures us, that the tyger ſeizes upon and bears 
off a ſtrong man with as much eaſe as a cat does a 
mouſe. He leaps upon and ſticks his fore paws 
into the ſhoulders, then ſtrikes his teeth through 
the ribs; and the attack and deſtruction of a victim 
are ſcarcely to be diſtinguiſhed as ſeparable. 
This iſland has alſo bears in it, and there are 
plenty of horſes, which were firſt imported by the 
Portugueſe, and have multiplied conſiderably to- 
gether with cows, bulls, elks, ſheep, ſtags, goats, 
boars both wild and tame, hares, partridges, pea- 
cocks, and buffaloes, of which hundreds may be 
ſeen feeding in one flock ; in Europe, theſe beaſts, 
which are about the ſize of an ox, are uſed to draw 
in the plough and other carriages, but being a little 
unruly, an iron ring is faſtened to their noſe, that 


* mer be the more eaſily guided, 
The 


* 
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T he jackall is a ſpecies of animal, that gather 
in herds by the road-fide towards the fall of night, 


where they make a moſt inharmonious and intimi- 


dating noiſe, nor do they ſcruple then attacking 
ſuch people as are unfortunate enough to paſs near 
them; human fleſh they are very fond of, and fo 
greedy after it, that they tear the dead bodies out of 
the graves, for which reaſon a great ſtone cover- 
ing the whole ſurface is generally laid over a new 
made grave to prevent their depredations ; they 
are hunted with grey hounds, but not often taken, 


for by ſcattering their urine, they impregnate the 


ſod over which they paſs with ſcents ſo ſtrong and 
unſavoury, that the hounds cannot endure jt. 

The phyſicians of Ceylon preſcribe the fleſh of 
the jackall as efficacious in a' conſumption, and 
ſucceed tolerably well. The jackall is called, by 
the people of Malabar, adiviis. It reſembles a fox 
in make, and the tail is exactly the ſame. Our au- 
thor ſaw one Jeopard here, but never met the leaſt 
ſign of the rhinoceros,” SE 
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CHAP. V. 


Of the ſeveral kinds of birds peculiar to the 2 1 
Ceylon + its inſeds and various forts of fiſh: f 
creco lite deſeribed e of ferpents of a furprizing 4 
neſs; their familiarity : ſeveral different methods 
VF cur ing their bite: WL prizing boldneſs of: a Dutch 


dier of ambergreaſe, its nature and Value: q 


review of the pearl. -fiſbery V Ceylon + an account if 
the manner in which the fiſhermen get ceral; fy its 


properties and ſpecies. 
| HERE is a vaſt variety of birds in Gori 


ſome cf which are peculiar to the country; 
among theſe are the minhotos, a great enemy to 
poultry, an ow! whoſe ſcream. is of a moſt hideous 
nature, and a certain bird the neſt of which hangs 
from the branches of the trees in the manner of 


a hammock, Among their ſong birds, are the 


nightingale and the lark; they have alſo plenty of 
ſea-gulls, water*inipes, parroquets of the moſt 
beautiful colour; tuities, pigeons, partridges, bats, 
{wallows, peacocks, geeſe, herons, wild and tame 


ducks; nor are they without bees, glow- worms, 


gnats and locuſts, In the day time the tops of 
the houſes ſwarm with crows, which retire with 
the Feng in {quadrons to the woods ; they are 


ſo extremely cunning that there is no ſhooting any 
of them, except from an ambuſcade; and if one 


of them happens to be brought down, the reſt ſing 
his dirge with the moſt grating croak that can be 
imagined. 

Among the fiſh of Ceylon, we find plaice, crabs, 
pike, king-fiſhes, fail fiſhes, craw-fiſh, haddock, 


ſharks, {melts, ſeals, oiſters, ſhrimps, bat-fiſb, 


galleon- 
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AND THE DISPUTES THERE, 81 
ralleon-fiſh, cacap, orados, bomtos, ſardins, cor- 
quados, &c, and among its amphibious animals 


are the crocodile and ſea porcupine. The porcupine 


is known alſo by the name of the ſea-hog ; its food 
when aſhore is herbs growing near the water- ſide; 
the teeth of the porcupine are very ſharp, and the 
fleſh is wholfome eating; the females have breafts 


| with milk in them. | | 


The crocodile or aligator is an amphibious ani- 
mal of the lizard kind ; in Ceylon they ſeldom ex- 
ceed the length of eighteen feet, though in other 
parts of India they have been found thirty feet long; 


| they have four feet with crooked claws, and are 


only vulnerable under the belly and in the eyes, the 
ſkin being covered with ſcales that are muſket proof: 
as they have no joint in the back-bone, confe- 


| quently cannot turn very quickly; a man who is 


aware of them, may ealily eſcape by running be- 


S hind them. 8 


Out of its head, ſay ſome natüraliſts, may be 
taken a ſtone that is excellent, when powdered, 
againſt the gravel, as are alſo the bones of the 


| ſhark, The teeth of the crocodile are ſtrong and 
| ſharp, ſhutting into each other; it moves only the 
| upper jaw, and has no tongue; it is faid to yield 
| a kind of muſk, and it communicates a perfumed 


ſcent to the place where it lurks: it is extraordi- 
nary ſubtle, and manifeſts great cunning in wait-- 
ing for its prey; for it often conceals itſelf in the 
reeds cloſe to the water- ſide, where people either 
come to waſh, or elſe fill their veſſels, and ſudden- 
ty ſeizing them by the hand or foot, drags them 
into the water, where it devours them. It is a re- 
markable cowardly creature, as well as extremely 
cruei ; for the elephant has been often obſerved to 
bathe with impunity cloſe to the haunt of the cro- 


| codile, which it is ſuppoſed to be intimidated from 
| allailing by its enormous ſize. It often fwims'on- 
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the ſurface of the water, ſo folded within itſelf that 
it may eaſily be miſtaken for a log of wood, till the 
approach of prey, on which it . ſwiftly as an 
arrow out of a bow. 
The fleſh of the young crocodile is a great dainty 
among the Chineſe, and from the body is taken 
.a- white fat that is ſaid to- be good againſt ſettled 
humours of the body. If the fens or ponds tht 
they frequent, chance to dry up, they dig holes in the 
ground, wherein they live till the water returns, 
Ceylon is much infeſted with ſerpents of many 
different ſorts, and thoſe that are of an amphibious 
nature are particularly large, being from eight to 
ten yards long and five yards round, with: throats 
ſufficiently capacious to ſwallow a ſtag whole; they 
are killed by the natives on the ſhore as they ſlice, 
and their fleſh is eſteemed good eating. We are 
told by ſeveral writers, that theſe ſerpents will 
ſwim a long time round a ſhip in expectation of ſome 
of the men coming down to waſh, 
The rat-catching ſerpent is very large, but nd 
.at all venomous, and is generally found on the tops 
of houſes. There is great danger in the cobra; 
and when our author was at Ceylon they killed 
ſeveral people; however, the patient may be cured 
by a timely application of the ſerpent ſtone, which 
we find after a very ſtrict ſearch to be a com- 
pound of certain herbs burned to aſhes, mixed with 
a particular ſort of earth; of this is formed a kind 
of paſte, which made up into a lump of the ſhape 
and ſize of a pigeon's egg, is left to dry into a had 
conſiſtency, which paſſes for a ſtone, the ſtory which 
we have mentioned before of its dropping from tt 
head of a ſerpent being found on examination entite- 
ly fabulous. The place that happens to be bit by the 
ſerpent muſt be pricked with a pin till the blool 
comes, on which the ſtone mult be inſtantly applied 


which adheres cory y till it attracts all the denon 
| thel 
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then it falls off; but if it be not ſtrait put into a 
cup of either cow's or breaſt-milk, in which it may 
diſcharge the poiſon it had ſucked, it affuredly 


burſts ; it communicates its virulency in an ugly 


reen colour to the liquor wherein it is immerſed, 
A Dutch ſurgeon at Ceylon, by name Albert 
Van Lamburgen, was in the year 1666 afflicted 


with blindneſs, ariſing from the ſting of a ſerpent, 
which he recovered from ſhortly after, tho' by what 


means I cannot tell. A man working on the top of 
a church was about the ſame time ſtung to death 


by the attack of a ferpent that lay covered under 


ſome leaves. Baldæus ſays he once ſaw two ſer- 


pents twiſted together ſporting under the ſame 


| church-wall, which were both cut to pieces by a 
ſoldier, and ſo very familiar were they in his time, 
tnat in rainy weather they traverſed all parts of 
the houſe without fear, paſſing over the beds, and 
| even touching people with their tails as they went 
by, without being in the leaſt intimidated. The 
idolaters of this iſland pay them divine honours, 
nor will they at any rate permit them to be killed, 
but feed them that they ſhould do them no harm, 
and call them after their children and fervants, ſo 


that a moſt every houſe has a domeſtic brood of 


ſerpents. | | | | 
| Thoſe who are bitten by a ſerpent and cannot pro- 
| cure the pietra de cobra, or ſerpent-flone, readily, 
may chance to find benefit by holding a lighted 
coal near the part affected, which draws out the 


venom by degrees, without much inconveniency to 
tie patient, and as faſt as one coal cools, during the 


| proceſs, another hot one is to be applied; but the 
| part affected is firſt to be bound all round as tight 


as poſſible in a lump, to prevent the infection from 


reading. It is not amiſs for thoſe who go to the 
Eaſt- Indies to carry with them mithridate, balſam 
of Peru, theriac, orvietan, rue, ſcordium, ange- 
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lica, and other cordials and antidotes ; cooling diet 
and conſtant bathing are alſo neceſſary, but bleed. 
ing and purging are dangerous; faſting ſpittle ap- 
plied to the wound, the peel of a lemon or citron, 
juſt plucked from the trees, are counted good re- 
medies in theſe caſes; alſo a poultice of the fer. | 
pent's head that communicated: the infection is | 
deemed ſalutary. JC 
There is a fort of mountebanks not only in 
Ceylon, but in many other parts of the Eaſt-Indies, 
who make a trade of taming ſerpents, which they 
pretend to do by certain forms of incantation, and 
they carry them about by way of ſhow, making 
them ſtand an end and dance to the found of their 
uncouth ſongs. - In Baldzus's time there was 1 
ſoldier in garriſon at Jafnapatnam, a native of Higi 
Germany, who was diſtinguiſhed by the name 
the ſerpent-catcher, and this man being ſent for by ] 
the governor of Coromandel, to take one of the 
ferpents called by the Portugueſe cobra, came ac- 
cordingly, and holding his hat before his face witl 
one hand, with the other laid hold of the ſerpent 
without receiving the leaſt damage, and put it into 
his knapfack ; he uſed afterwards to carry it about 
with him as a pet, and even to ſleep near it: be 
would by no means reveal whence he derived hö 
power; all he would acknowledge was, that he 
carried about him the head and heart of a fer 
pent, which in ſome meaſure contributed to it; 
and as for the reft, there was in it nothing ſuper 
natural, This iſland abounds with inſects, as wel 
as ſerpents, ſuch as the millepedes, which are often 
known to be ſix or ſeven inches long; ſpiders tha 
are very large, ſcorpions, frogs, tortoiſes, aid 
toads. Sl | 8 
Ihe uſe of cryſtal is not known here. The 
commodities, by the fale of which the Portuguel 


made moſt profit, where all kinds of colores BY 
: | | velvets 
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velvets, and ſtuffs, red caps, painted calicoes,  vEſels 
of porcelain, opium, china-root, camphire, *muſk, 
{andal-wood, glaſs-bottles, gilt looking-elafles, 
brimſtone, ſalt-petre, tin, lead and copper. Cey- 


| lon has alſo as great variety and as much plenty of 


corn as any other part of the world ; for it has not 
only five kinds of rice that ripen one after another, 
but alſo eight other ſorts of grain, whence they ex- 
tract either oil or bread. | 1 > ER 
Its ſhore alſo abounds with ambergreaſe; the 
generation of which cannot be preciſely detetmin- 
cd, nor whence it comes; it is wafted to land b 
the ſwell, and is commonly found after ſtormy 
weather in round lumps of a bluiſh white colour, 
by people who go in ſearch of it by moonfhine, 
mounted upon camels trained to the buſineſs, and 
theſe bend down when they come near a piece of 
ambergreaſe, that their riders may pick it up: the 
white and black ambergreaſe, for there are pieces 
of it that have both theſe colours, are not near fo 
valuable as the other, which 1s called oftentimes 
foxed-amber, becauſe the fox ſwallows and throws 
it up again without much alteration, except im- 


| , pairing, though but a little, the ſcent of it, Its 


real goodneſs is known by laying ſome of it on a 
very hot knife, when it will not only melt and 
run like wax, but entirely evaporate, leaving not 
the ſlighteſt dregs behind. Mr. Rocheford, in his 
Natural Hiſtory of the American iſlands ſays, that 
ambergreaſe, when firſt caſt on ſhore, ſmells like 
ruſty bacon, and that it attracts birds of prey; the 


marks of a bird's bill is often found in it, and is 


one of the ſigns of its goodneſs. It is thought by 
ſome to be a vegetable, growing at the bottom of the 
ſea, and that it is forced thence by tempeſts, There 
are many other various opinions concerning it; but 
it is pretty certain, that it was not known to Hip- 


pocrates, Dioſcorides, or Galen. 
I There 
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86 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
There i is a fiſn of the whale-kind named Tal, 
which ſwallows the ambergreaſe, as it ſwims in 
large pieces on the ſurface of the water; which, not 
being able to digeſt, kills him; when thoſe who are 
_ accuſtomed to this Kind of fiſhery perceive the cat. 
caſe floating on the water, they go out in their 
boats, and faſtening their harpoons to the body, 
draw it aſhore, where they ſplit it down the back, 
and take out the ambergreaſe z ; that which is 
found about the creature's belly, having con- 
trated a diſagreeable ſcent, is thereby rendered 
good for, nothing. The bones of this fiſh are 
ſold by the druggiſts of Bagdad and Baſſora at a 
good rate; of the back-bone are made ſtools, and 
ſome part of the ribs are uſed i in the ſtructure of 
their houſes by many, Indians. 

The pearl-fiſhery of Ceylon is a very profitable 
commerce, There are three other pearl fiſheries, 
beſides what is on this coaſt; the firſt in the 
Perſian gulph; the ſecond oppoſite to it, at Catifa 
on the coaſt of Arabia Felix; the third is at Ja- 
pan: but it is allowed, that the pearls of Ceylon 
are of the fineſt water, conſequently, though ſmall, 
they are in proportion more valuable than any 
others ; the ſhcll of the oiſter which produces 
them is called mother-of-pearl, it has a fine luſtre, 
and it is uſed in ſnuff-boxes, cabinets, &c. The 
people who follow the trade of fiſhing for peatl 
are, what with the-art of the Dutch and the tyran- 
ny of their prince, kept very poor, there being a 
Brachman employed by the Dutch generally ready 
to buy up the treaſure as it is found. 

In order to carry the fiſhermen quicker to the 
bottom, they have a large weight affixed either to 
the foot or to the ſide; in the right hand they have 
a ſharp iron to be uſed in removing the oiſters from 
the rocks, and if there is not great care and cau- 
tion exerted in going about it, if the oiſter prove 

large 


c 
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| large it will adhere ſo ſtrongly to its bed as to foil 
the poor fiſhermen's beſt endeavours; on the left 
arm, and ſometimes round the neck is hung a baſ- 


the left arm'is alſo a cord, by pulling which they 
give notice to thoſe in the veſſel from which they 
| deſcended that they want to be brought up. The 
hazard theſe poor people run is very . great, not 
| only from the water-ſerpent and crocodile, but 
alſo from many other ravenous monſters that de- 
| light in human blood, Tt is not uncommon for ſome 
people who have no right to a rich ſpot of Tory 
| to throw a certain drug into the water all round, 
which they know the oiſter has a diſlike to, and 
which on ſcenting it, goes to another part of the 
coaſt, where they follow and fiſh for it, in this, man- 
ner becoming rich. 5 . 

here have been of late days many pearl - fiſheries 
| eſtabliſhed in the Weſt- Indies; but the orienta] pearl 
| remains ſtil] unrivaled. | 5 „ 
Coral is alſo a production of the ſea about 
Ceylon, which is a commodity more valuable in 
other parts of the world than in Europe; in Japan 
particularly it may be ſold to conſiderable advan- 
tage; and a fair piece, that is of a good ſize, with- 
| out any fault, will bring more money than a con- 
| ſcionable European would think of aſking for it. 
| The naturaliſts agree that coral is a ſea-plant, 
which grows at the bottom, and often ſprouts out 
into branches of five or ſix feet in height. There 
have been found branches of it variegated with 
red, black, white, and other colours, and from 


* 3 * 
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e 2 careful obſervation of its growth, it has been 
o We froved to paſs through many changes of colour un- 
« i hy is full ripe, when it becomes a moſt beautiful 
n Led. 5 | 

— It is ſo clogged with dirt, when firſt taken out 
G 


of the ſea, that before its goodneſs can be deter- 
So. _ mined, 


ket into which the fiſh is put when caught; aboũt 
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88 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
mined, it muſt be carefully poliſhed; red and 
white coral are thoſe that are in moſt eſteem. Co. 
ral is ſaid to acquire a brighter red in the cuſtod 
of a man than of a woman; it is faid to fade in | 
the poſſeſſion of a fick perſon, and the decline of 
its colour prognoſticates the approach of ſome diſ: 
order. It was thought by the ancients to preſerve 
a houſe from the thunder-bolt; to protect from 
evil geniuſes, and to be efficacious in ſtopping blood; 
it may be diſcharged of its red colour and changedto 
a very fine white, by being ſteeped when pulveriſed 
for a day or two in citron juice: its colour, when 
faded, may be reſtored by hoiding it for ſome 
time over a thick ſmoke, and then covering it a little 
while with muſtard-feed, or rubbing it with ſoſt 
thread. Coral is not neculliar to the coaſt about 
Ceylon: it is found off Sicily near Trepano, thouzh 
this ſort is but ſmall and ill coloured ; alſo on the 
coaſts of Catalonia, Majorca, and Corfica. It is the 
opinion of ſome people, that there are whole foreſts 
of it in the Red-ſea, but that it is not any where to 
be found in the main ocean, or at forty miles dil- 
| tance from land; for the barques that are employed 
in this fiſhery never go farther from ſhore, and they 
are ſo very ſwift that no galley almoſt can overtake 
them. The time of fiſhing for coral is from the 
beginning of April to the end of July. In the noi 
thern parts of the Mogul's e and indeed 
over all Aſia, it is worn by the common people 10 
necklaces and bracelets, 
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CHAZE. WI | PL 
The frf diſcover y of the and of Ceylon ; and ibe god 


fortune of a Chineſe ſailor : ſome farther account of . 
the royal family to the time of the entry of the Portu- 
gueſe : diſputes between Singa, Adaſcjn, and La- 
mantia : the latter perfidioufly betrayed and cruel'y 
put to death e his ſon crowned king by the Purtugueſe 
intere/?, and privately murdered by his brother Dan 
John, who mounts the throne : the death of Singa 
Alaſcyn : wonderful diſintereſtedneſs of a prieft : 
Janeir MWandaar ſets up for king, and reuts Don 
Jahn, and is aſſaſſinated fir ſoliciting a match with 
the young empreſs. Don Jobn again enabled to make 
head againſt the Portugueſe ; is married ia Donna 
Catharina his reign, death and character. 


LCNEYLON was firſt diſcovered by ſome Chineſe 

4 mariners, who chancing to be ſhipwrecked on 
the coaſt, were hoſpitably entertained by the inha- 
bitants, and one of them faying that his king was 
ſon of the ſun, was choſen by conſent of the people 
Eto de their king, as they thereby not only compoſed 
ſome feuds that had long reigned among them, but 
[110 manifeſted their reſpect to the ſun, which they 
adored, as do the people of Malabar: hence the pre- 
ent race of the kings of Ceylon deduce their origin 
prom, and ſtile themſelves lords of the golden ſun. 
From this foreign king, who ſtiles himſelf the 
mach-beloved fon of the always moving ſun, was 
geſcended Sankauw Pati Mahadaſeyn, who called 
himſelf well-beloved lord of the whole iſland. The 
well beloved conqueror of the lion was one of his 
ſdeſcendants: this monarch left two ſons, who, af- 
"cr a very obſtinate and bloody diſpute divided the 
country between them, the kingdom of Candy fal- 
1 ling 
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ling to the ſhare of the younger, Radgora Adaſeyn, 
the well-beloved king, and the reſt of the iſland 
devolving upon the other brother, the eye-apple of 
the country: however, their poſterity diſagreeing, 
Raja Singa Adaſcyn, a man of great courage 
and wonderful art, though at firſt only a barber, made 
his way to the throne, by impoſing himſelf, as one 
of the blood-royal, upon the people, and ſubdued 
the whole iſland, having firſt cut off all the oreat 
men, | | To : 
While he was wading through blood towards this 
Important point, the Portugueſe taking advantage 
of the inteſtine diviſions, invaded, and made them. 
ſelves maſters of the places moſt famous for cin- 
namon in this iſland, from whence they tranſported 
it to Europe in vaſt quantities, reaping prodigious 
profits. Raja Singa having ſeized upon all the tres. 
ſure belonging to the royal family, and having driven Wi 
the late emperor into exile, conferred the fgovern- 
ment of a very large province upon V inne Lamantiz 
who had been a favourite of the late emperor, bu 
he uſed his power to rebel againſt his maſter, and 
procure himſelf to be proclaimed emperor, unde 
the name of deliverer of the empire. After a bloody 
conteſt peace was concluded between him and Raj; 
in conſequence whereof finding means to get Li: 
' mantia, his young ſon of a year old, by inviting 
them to court, into his cuſtody, he ordered them f0 
be buried up to the arm-pits in the ground, togetbe 
with their chief attendants, and round balls of wot 
to be bowled at them till their brains were daſhed 
QUE. _.. | 
When this cruel execution was over, he invade 
Candy, Lamantia's dominion ; the people of which 
liked the new government very well; and havil 
made the empreſs his priſoner. he plundered ti 
country, and ſold many of the inhabitants i 
ſlaves, oppreſſing thoſe that remained, in the . 
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tyranpical manner. This induced- them to crave. 
the aſhſtance of the Portugueſe, to whom Raja 
Adaſcyn was a profeſſed enemy; and among whom 
the two ſons of Lamantia had take refuge, and 
were baptiſed by the names of Don Philip and Don 
ohn. | . | ge” 
The two princes were ſent to Candy by the Por- 
tugueſe, with 'a conſiderable force, where Don 
Philip, being the eldeſt, was proclaimed king 
which preference of his brother irritating the am- 
bitious Don John againſt the Portugueſe, he took 
the firſt opportunity of diſpatching his brother by 
poiſon, and ſeizing the throne, forced the Portu- 
gueſe out of Candy; after which action he obtained 
very ſignal victory over Raja Adaſcyn with but a 
bandful of men; and Adaſcyn in his flight, having 
wilfully thruſt a thorn through his foot, would not 
permit it to be meddled with, but ſuffered it to mor- 
tity, and his death, according as he wiſhed, was 
the conſequence. 5 

It was remarkable, that none of his cruelties in- 
ſpired him with the ſlighteſt remorſe, except that 
of having cauſed to be burned ſome prieſts ot 
aldowanſe for having denied that parricide, of 


ja} hich he had in many inftances been guilty, was a 
L. enial crime; however, he ſpared their high prieſt;: 
ing be had propoſed the ſame queſtion to the prieſts of 


Laraynoydeyo, who having repreſented God as 
omething more merciful than to damn him entirely, 
Pere diſmiſſed with the title of his majeſty's friends. 

few hours before he died having manifeſted great 
ontrition for the murder of his brother; the high 
riclt abſolved him of the crime, but refuſed to ac- 


dich ept ſome very valuable preſents offered him in con- 
zig ence thereof. This honeſt man died afterwards 
1 5 Candy, in the hundred and twentieth year of his 
1 e. Sa | ; | | | 
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over their allies, reſolved. to diſpoſe of the throl 


real blood-royal, who was educated at Manaat 
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© Before the battle in which Raja Adaſcyn wy 
routed, he was very melancholy and low -ſpirited , 
and, as if foreſeeing his approaching fate, was hear 


“% will be the reward of his proweſs. When, 
Raja Singa Adaſcyn, where is thy wonted fortune 
te that. uſed to be irreſiſtible? why ſleeps thy col. 
« rage? wherefore ſlumbers thy ambition; is thy 
& greatneſs fled ? Alas! alas! I ſee the ſad reveiſe 
« of proſperity ! and fickle fortune that former] 
& led me by the hand, now turns her back, and 
% leaves me to periſh in the ſhade of adverſity! 
„ What has thy once beloved favourite Raja Sing 
& done?” | 
Don John now imagined himſelf ſole monarch 
the iſland, without a competitor, when on a ſudden 
Raja Singa Adaſcyn's ſecretary being poſſeſſed of al 
his maſter's treaſure, . which was very con{iderabls 
aſſumed the title of king by name of Janeira War 
daar; and being upon ſoliciting it, joined by a lag 
body of Portugueſe from Goa, commanded by Pi 
dro Copez de Souſa, he attacked Don John neal 
the city of Walane, and routed him entirely, {laughs 
tering a great vumber of his men, and ſtriking fud 
a panic into the reſt, that the whole country ſub: 
mitted to him without oppoſition, Dolleſwagge e 
cepted: as for Don John, not being able to ral 
his ſcattered forces, he retired with ſcarcely on 
attendant to the woods, where he had nothing t0 
feed on for ſometime, but herbage and wild trutt 
The Portugueſe having, by this ſucceſs obtaii 
an abſolute authority not only over Don John, bi 


of Ceylon in favour of Donna Catharina, one of tht 


the Chriſtian religion, in which the natives of Ce] 


Jon acquieſced, refuſing to own the king of Port 
i | I 
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745 gal as their ſovereign lord, a ſubmiſſion to which 


d; they were much prefled. Donna Catharina was, 
al in conſequence of this reſolution, ſoon after brought 


ne Wi to Candy, where ſhe was received by Don Pedro 


ie, Lopez, and a large body of the people in the moſt 
ne reſpectſul. manner, they proſtrating themſelves be- 
ou. fore her according to the cuſtom of the country. 
Donna Catharina made her entry, which was ex- 
ceſſvely magnificent, in her litter, amidſt the loud- 
1 et acclamations of the people, and was in a few 
d days crowned empreſs with the uſual ſolemnities. 
ty! About this time ſeveral houſes were burned down, 


in different parts of the city, but how, no man 


could tell; at. laſt it was found out to be done by 
10! Don John, who had come hither privately, diſ- 
det niſed like a beggar-man, with a view to deſtroy 
{ali © 

ag the town, and who was obliged to get back to 
his place of refuge, there being twenty thouſand 


alive. The Portugueſe now pretty much at eaſe, 
and no more perplexed by diſputes, began to give 
a looſe to their pride, avarice and inſolence, where- 


tives of the ifland, and having refuſed to allow of a 
| marriage between king Janier Wandaar, and the 
empreſs Donna Catharina, though they had ſolemn- 
Ih promiſed it; the former entered into an affocia- 
tion with Don John, who ſcoured the country at 
the head of a ſmall party, to drive out theſe new 
talk-maſters once again, and divide with him the 
| Cominion of the iſland; but the Portugueſe general 
having intercepted ſome letters that paſſed between 
them, cauſed him to be aſſaſſinated with all #is at- 
tendants in his own. preſence, having firſt diſarmed 
| him, by borrowing his ſword, under pretence of admi- 
ng the handle, which was curiouſly ſet with jewels. 
It was in vain for them to endeavour juſtifying 
this treacherous method of proceeding to the em- 
g preſs; 


* crowns reward offered for the taking him dead or 


by they rendered themſelves intolerable to the na- 
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04 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
preſs; ſhe, who, though but twelve years old, haf 
a great deal of good ſenſe, and manifeſted a very jug 
_ diſcernment, obſerving, that though he was a tri. 
tor, he ought not to have been baſely cut off withoy 
legal trial. Be affured, faid ſhe, let your preten. 
* ces for it be ever ſo plauſible, this very fact vil 
« cauſe your ruin; for no body that hears of you 
<< having thus baſely diſpatched him who was you 
& beſt friend but will curſe you, and fear that the 
* next victim to your remorſeleſs revenge will he 
7e her whom you call empreſs; but tremble fa 
& the conſequences of a fact, which the divine 
5 juſtice will not fail to avenge.” This woman! 
words had in them the force of an oracle; far 
they were largely fulfilled when the Dutch force 
attacked the Portugueſe, and drove them out « 
Botecalo, Columbo, Gale, Negumbo, and © 
crown all, out of Jafnapatnam, : 

Theſe perfidious proceedings were the entir 
ruin of the Portugueſe affairs; for the. Cingalek 
being thereby fixed in an irreconcileable hatred 
_ againſt them, ſought out Don John, who very re 
dily fell in their way, and ſoon formed under hin 
a conſiderable army, every member of which wa 
determined to root out their tyrannical foes, who 
being intimidated by their numbers and prepars 
tions, retreated from the city of Candy to the fait 
of Ganoor, and ſent to Columbo for relief; the Cin- 
galeſe, who were cloſe at their heels, took aboit 
fifty priſoners, whom they ſent back with their nol 
flit and their ears cut off. 

This boldneſs ſo frighted the Portugueſe, thi 
they determined to retreat in a body to Walat 
ſetting all the country behind them on fire; bu 
Don John purſued them in ſpite of all bars, and 
overtaking, attacked them in four places, obtaining 
in the end a complete victory, having deſtroy 


their beſt ſoldiers, poſſeſſed himſelf of a vaſt boot 
. „ be ſides 
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AND THE DISPUTES THERE. 5 
beſides cannon, ammunition, and arms, and made 
the empreſs Donna Catharina his priſoner; as alſo 
general Lopez, who died in three days after of 
his wounds, leaving his fon to the care of Don 
John, who, as he had promiſed, ſent him in ſafet 
to Columbo. | . 

After this action he ſtormed all the Portugueſe 
garriſons, putting the ſoldiers to the ſword, and 
the whole country ſubmitted to his juriſdiction, ſe- 
veral petty princes, who had been engaged in al- 

liance with the foe, coming in with conſiderable 
| preſents, and making their ſubmiſſion. His next 
fep was to marry Donna Catharina, thereby ſecur- 
ing to his own intereſt the only competitor for the 
crown that could be feared; after which he built 
a palace for himſelf, or rather a citadel, ſtrongly 
$ fortified, obliging the captive Portugueſe to labour 
in the work, Don John now enjoyed the throne 
| pretty peaceably ; and his defeating a ſtrong army 
| ſent againſt him from Goa, under the command of 
| Jeronimo D' Oviedo, who narrowly eſcaped from 
being made captive, confirmed him abſolutely in 
the poſſeſſion of it. „„ 5 et] 

The Portugueſe ſtill keeping their ſtation in 
| Gale, Don John ſent againſt it Dominico Core, a 
| gallant leader, who having received ſome affront 
in the Portugueſe ſervice, after cutting off the noſes 
| and ears of ſome monks who had occaſioned it, de- 
ſerted ; but the Cingaleſe forces which'he headed 
being by ſome miſconduct defeated, he was made 
| priſoner, carried to Columbo, and privately mur- 
| dered; a baſeneſs that the king of Candy revenged, 
| by putting to death, without diſtinction, all the 
ortugueſe that fell into his hands, ſome few ex- 
| Cepted, whom he ſent back to Columbo, moſt 
| miſerably mangled, bidding them tell their gene- 
ral, thus did Don John revenge the death of Do- 

minico Core; and thus hereafter would he ſerve 
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96 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
all the Portugueſe, that ſhould fall into his handy, 
unleſs ſuch Cingaleſe as were then priſoners at Co. 
lumbe ſhould be immediately ſet at liberty. | 
A dangerous inſurrection in the garriſon of thy 
place was the conſequence of ſo miſerable a ſyee. 
tacle; and had not the general Oviedo been hit 
by ſome friendly friars in a convent till the ſtom 
ſubſided, he had certainly fallen a victim to-the 
diſturbance. The barbarous uſage of his brother 
.Dominico, did not hinder Simon Core from revolting 
to the Portugueſe intereſt, who made him not on 
governor of a province, but wedded him to a vo- 
man of diſtinction among themſelves ; nor is it un. 
likely that love for her occaſioned his perfidy: he 
that as it will, ſhe and her ſon were ſure pled 
of his fidelity, while he carried on the war againf 
his former maſter the king of Candy; whom, how. 
ever, out of antient kindneſs, as well as from his 
deteſtation of treachery, he could not help privately 
_ Informing of a deſign ſet on foot by the Portuguele Wi! 
to aſſaſſinate him. je, =—_— 
In the court of Don John was a man called Ema. 
nuel Dias, who had been formerly a footboy to ge 
neral Lopez, after whoſe death he choſe to flayin 
Candy, and being a fellow of a good deal of cun- 
ning and ſubtlety, had raiſed himſeif to the ran 
of a gentleman, and was inveſted with a place of 
ſome truſt; this was the man fixed upon to viſt 
the city of Columbo, under pretence of being dif 
ſatisfied at ſome neglect ſhewn him at court, to find} 
out the bottom of the plot concerted again 
the king. He executed his commiſſion with great 
addreſs : at Columbo he was received with open 
arms, for he denounced nothing but vengeance 
againſt Don John; the perpetrators of the conſpt 
racy fixed upon him as their principal; there be— 
ing five of them men of tried courage, who follow- 


ed him to Candy, he having feigned that he ws 
15 b pardoned 


* 


pardoned for his deſertion from that place, which 
nardon he only accepted of with a view, as he ſaid, 
| to promote ſo glorious an end, as the death of a 
tyrant; he introduced them to court, where the 


been acquainted with all their proceedings, and af- 
ter a long captivity put them to a moſt painful death; 
nor would one man of a ſtrong body of troops that 
had by Rolen marches advanced into the neighbour- 
hood, and ſkulked in an adjacent wood, Waiting a 


; concerted ſignal to be given when the deed ſhould 
Je be perpetrated, have eſcaped, if they had not been 


informed by a deſerter of the real ſtate of the caſe : 
| however, as their retreat was extremely precipitate; 


with all their baggage. — a] DIE e 
Shortly after this tranſaction, the Dutch ſent an 


v. 

embaſſy to the court of Candy, which was received 
17 Wi" very cordial manner, and diſmiſſed with con- 
e ſderable preſents, having firſt agreed that the Hol- 


Gale, &c. to which end, in about ſeven months af- 
ter, Sebal De Weert, a Dutch vice- admiral, arrived 
Wupon the coaſt with ſeven ſhips, to view which he 
invited the king aboard before he proceeded on his 
expedition ; but his majeſty having been appraiſed 
that De Weert intended to keep him and his court 
priſoners, and to ſeize on his country inſtead of aſ- 
lifting him againſt his enemies, civilly excuſed him- 
Welt, under pretence that his preſence-at Candy, out 
bi reſpect to his wife, who was alone, was imme» 
lately neceſſary; but he promiſed from thence to 
March an army by land to ſupport the ſiege of Gale, 
while De Weert ſhould attack it by ſea. 


Po was not quite ſober, - ſo that he poſitively. de- 
ared, <« If the emperor did not bonour bim 
with a viſit aboard, he would abandon the enter- 
Toh. Vo. 5 "= "6 Prize 
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were made priſoners, for Don John had previouſly | 


they left behind them ſome arms and ammunition, 


landers ſhould aſſiſt in driving the Portugueſe out of 


| Thi, refuſal of his invitation nettled De Weert, 8 
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68 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
« prize agai: ft the Portugueſe; and he obſeryed, 
« That certainly the empreſs cou'd not be in ſuch | 
« prefitng want of a man, as to require inſtant con; 
«© nubial comfort.” A ſpeech, the infolence of | 
which irritated Don John to ſuch a degree, that 
he abruptly broke off the conference, giving the 
word to his attendants to make De Weert priſoner; 
but he reſiſting, was clove down with a ſcymetar, 
by a man who ſeized him behind by his long hair: 
moſt of his attendants periſhed with him, one or 
two only eſcaping to the ſea-{ide, where plunging | 
into the water, they ſwam to their ſhips. 

Don John would have been better pleaſed to| 
have made him priſoner, but as it could not be 
done, he was ſatisfied with his being killed; and to 
ſhew the light in which he regarded the Dutch, he 
wrote to the furviving commander of the fleet, Vi: 
braads van Warwick, this ſhort addreſs in Portu- 
gueſe, He who diinks wine cannot be good; 
God manifeſts his juſtice ; if you defire peace, 
„ you ſhall have it; if you deſire war, you {hal 
« have it.“ | N | 

This gallant monarch was ſoon after ſeized with 
a burning fever, wherein every remedy that it wi 
thought could quench his thirſt, was adminiſtered 
ineffectually; and he died in the moſt violent agon), 
Jeaving behind him by his empreſs one ſon name 
Mahaſtanne Adaſcyn, and two daughters called 9 
ria Mahadaſcyn and Cathan Adaſcyn. Don jolt 
was a tall, well-limbed, black man, of coati 
ſpeech, and rude. addreſs, but very courageous, al 
2 good commander: he had amaſſed heaps of je# 
els-and treaſure; even after having founded mail 
public inns, erected fortifications, and built palace 
In affairs of government he was very exact, nete 
pardoning any flagitious crime, nor neglecting 
reward ſuch perſons as in their different ſtations & 
ported themſelves properly; he had a good 1 
5 5 * polllich 
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politics, and was a ſtriẽt obſerver of his word ;. the 
Portugueſe were a people whom he looked upon 
with a very jealous eye, for he mortally hated them, 
and certainly not without reaſon, He profeſſed him- 
ſelf attached to no particular form of religion; but 
. lowed every man freely to ſerve God as he pleaſed, 


CHAP. VI. 


Catbarina takes the regency upon herſelf, and mar- 
ries Cenuwier aat, after he had aſſaſſinated the prince 
of Ouve: the Dutch ſend an embaſſy to the new 
king, who grants prodigious advantages great re- 
ſpec? paid to the Dutch ambaſſador : the b. ngs , Co- 
tarum and Panua accufed of high-treafon : the lat- 
ter beheaded : the death of the preſumptive heir of 
the empire, not without ſuſpicion of poiſon : bis bu= 


rial very magnificent, 


) of king John, with a view each of diſpoſing 
df the government: the chief of theſe was ſupported 
by the prince of Ouve, who openly aſpitred at the 
hrone, and Cenuwieraat, who claimed the regen- 
ty of the kingdom, till his nephew ſhould come of 
pee, he being brother to the late emperor : but 
onna Catharina put an end to theſe commotions, 
dy declaring ſhe intended, by herſelf, to manage 
Wor her children, the throne ſhe poſſeſſed ; and by 
Poldly iriking off the heads of ſeveral of the moſt 
urbulent opponents of her rule. However, the 
deople of the lowlands, wearied out by the ravages 
ommitted by the prince of Ouve and Cenuwieraat, 
tered into a confederacy with the Portugueſe 
gainſt her, ſhe having before renounced their prof- 


LD flurbances after the death of Don John: Donna 
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EVERAL factions ſtarted up, After the demiſe - 
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400 . DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
to her diſadvantage,, had ſhe not, in a full allemby 
of the general ſtates of the empire, pronounce 
the proceedings of theſe princes illegal, themſelyg 
rebels, and their eſtates confiſcated. | * 
Notwithſtanding this ſentence, they were bol 
ſhortly after permitted to appear at court, each hay. 
ing in his head a matrimonial alliance with the en. 
preſs; conſequently upon his guard againſt the other; 
machinations ; but at length, the better fortune o 
Cenuwieraat prevailed, for meeting the prince 9 
Ouve, who was his elder, at the gate of the palace, 
he complimented him with the lead, to accept 
which the credulous prince being aver-perſuade 
was ſtabbed directly in the back by Cenuwierat, 
who only ſaid, © Traitor ! thou haſt thy reward? 
and then left the city with his poopie] 3 the princ 
died on the ſpot. 
This murder raiſed ſome bloody commotions i 
Candy, which could be only appeaſed by the apper 
ance of the empreſs, who loudly exclaimed agil 
Cenuwieraat, breathing nothing but vengeance i 
an outrage, ſo very atrocious, committed ſo nt 
n preſence; yet he ſoon after not only found means 
to convince. her that the fact could not have bel 
avoided, as being neceſſary for her preſervatiol 
but ſhe even permitted him to ſhare her bed ai 
throne, he, at his coronation, aſſuming the na 
of Camapati Mahadaſcyn. 
About this time, the king of Spain and Port 
al having made a truce for twelve years with! 
4 8. of Holland, the latter took that -opportuil 
of firmly eſtabliſhing their commercial' interetb| 
the Eaſt Indies; ſending letters and embaſſies to- 
the princes who were their friends. Among 


1 ne Sn nt of a OUT WS EIT AIR 
— * 8 Ml FY OT TIRED 9 N F 


reſt, Marcellus de Boſchhouwer, one of the c - 
pany 's under-faCtors, was ſent with credential lM , 


ters to Ceylon, and full power to enter into a if 


-&y with the new king; * Mahadaſcyn, 
„ receiſ 


AND THE DISPUTES THERE. ror: 
bj cerved him with great pleaſure, cauſed him to be | FY 
dothed in white, and placed near his own perſom : 
in a chair of gold. | 67 | 
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"IE |: this conference, among other very advantage- 
nm TE articles ſtipulated in favour of the Dutch, it was 
{antes that no other European na ion ſhould be 1 
. lowed to traffic in the iſland. That the Dutch 


ould be at liberty to build a fort, the king fur- 


* iſhing materials and labourers. That he ſhould 1 
4 piſpole of all his vendible treafures to the Dutch on- 

„ That be ſhould allow them the export of all ; 

tee werchandiſe duty free, Fhat be ſhould fur- 


% öh the timber and all neceſſaries for building ſuch | 
Nachts or boats, &c. as they ſhould ſtand in need ? 
af. that the company's ſervants ſhould be an- 
\{Wvcrable to the company only for any treſpaſſes 
hey might chance to commit. And that his ma- 
Elly ſhould, with his whole force, aſſiſt them againſt 
be Portugueſe, and all other enemies. They in 
ke manner promiſing to ſuſtain him when attack- 
d, &c. „„ 
After the concluſion of this treaty, Mr. Boſch- 
ouwer would have taken his leave and departed 
ith ſome elephants that were going to the Dutch 
n tory of Tegnapatam ; but the emperor entreated 
| oF farther ſtay, heaping favours on him, creating 
Im prince of Migonne, &c. knight of the order 
E the golden ſun, preſident of the council of war, 
be ſecond perſon in his privy council, and lord 
eb admiral of Ceylon; and taking no meaſures 
ithout firſt formally conſulting him. 
be Portugueſe, about this time, having made 
tone incroachments upon the Dutch factory, and 
9 6 t off a few of Mr, Boſchhouwer's people, a bo- 
of five thouſand Cingaleſe were ſent in purſuit 
11 (hem, who cut off twenty-three Portugueſe and 
uu bundred Indian allies, bringing back to Candy a 
iiderable e | Brett 


Ae, . 8 = PRINT * — FED p 1 ” RS 
0 „ . : e 8 a 
Ny SS IF 1 . 3 . 7 . 
v Fr 2 e * 3 r 1 1 . 2 
EF n n n "TOE, 8 1 3 1 _-_ 5 — 8 * 8 
2 "RS —_— - — 8 
— 3 e . — — — A 
: - ” * 
1 a is oy x7 xp S W 
—_ 2 8 NN ee Fe - — a S 2 
4 " : - 1 1 1. 88 A 2 2 de A 


. 
8 


* — 


. 
S rr f 
* (ne "ago £2, _- 1 w- 2 PF 3 N ee TP -I PRESS 8 _ * E u — 2 CS = 
2 8 4 2 S r 5 5 Ak Vu yer N n nN n N S — Er - _ 
#noonneet an. vi 4 „ 1 2 2 OO ue; / Tu tea . 2 7 E * 5 bs -- LOT! FO * 8 A 
* =, þ age — 2 7 + i. . * Ar 1 222 r . wi Str 22 1 * N 2 2 R A * A; mr WM 1 Up * 2 2 * Att, 7 MITE \ \ 
2 * © * > ; 4 E r Ls ER _ 2 1 ay 8 — — = * e R 1 SY, 2 FE" 
2 * - * p — — — — * — . — — — — — 7 - ** a 3 £ Wes rods Ie = 
n WP 1 — — — - — — * — . — = — — 0 * - 4 Pow 8 = 
2 Sr. — — * Bel l r 8 1 "I W Tm « 2 TS * * fa _ 1 - — 8 1 — — — 
— — * by = = * . — Ms . — hb 2 — <3 8 — TIE _ tm a+ 1 * — 5 2 4 y " _ : pd (6 prone: * — = 5 
1 0 WS ee 8 1 e — Y — 2 Lew Wl — —— * ASI CEL — hawk r x . vn 8 r r . 8 
- r IR — —— : - * - l N — —— — 
ns 922 ds pe 0 a - : —.— r heck _ * 
OH — — — ts — — — 4 — = bs ” 3 —— 9 Z * —— * 
= 4 — . — — — 7 


— SOIT: 0 OI 

— Ring 
— "NOI Dna 
EW; 


other ſtrong places; beſides which, juſticiary pro. 


tris}, acquitted ; but the guilt of the latter was mz 


©. conſiderable reward,” he acknowledged his guilt 


' ity, be began to bewail his fate, and aſk if thete 


his gold and jewels; after which he chewed ſome 


102 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 


This incurſion determined the emperor to cn, 
vene the ſtates, in order to concert a war for di. 
poſſeſſing the Portugueſe of Gale, Columbo, ay 


ceedings were ſet on foot againſt feveral tributay 
princes, either accuſed, or ſuſpected of having en. 
tered into an alliance with the common enemy: 
among theſe were the kings of Cotiarum, and gf 
Panua, the former of which was, after a formal 


nifeſt, in his declining to obey the ſummons ſent 
him to anſwer the charge: on which account the 
princes of Migonne and of Ouve marched into his 
dominions, at the head of thirty-five thouſand men, 
determining to lay the country waſte with. fire and 
{word ; but the inhabitants prevented theſe proceed. 
ings by paying a very heavy tribute, and promiſing 
that their king ſhould appear perſonally at cout il 
tix or eight days, which he accordingly did. 

After a long examination before the privy coun- 
cil, it fully appearing upon evidence, “ That he 
„ had concerted a dangerous conſpiracy againſt the 
* ſtate in conjunction with the Portugueſe,” and 
* employed a ruffian to murder the emperor tor 1 


and craved mercy ; but in vain, for he was ſenten. 
ced to loſe his head on the 24th of March, 161} 
The morning of which day he appeared in the 
caſtle of Meddema Honore, upon a ſcaffold covered 
with white, a colour peculiar in this country t0 
1egality, ſeated in a gilt chair; and though at fl 
he appeared with an undaunted ſpirit, yet, when 
by public proclamation he was deprived of his dig 


were any hopes of pardon; to this inquiry being 
anſwered in the negative, he ſuffered his attendait 
gentlemen to undreſs him, diftributing among then 


bete 


— a « n 


* 
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on. betel and arek, then walking once or twice round 
we ſcaffold, as if in hope of a ſuſpenſion of his ſen- 
ud WF tence, be made a few ſeemingly involuntary excla- 
10. WW mations, and then intreating that he might be bu- 
ary WW ried in a regal manner, he laid his head upon the 
en- block, and at one blow it was ſevered from his bo- 
Ye, which, at the intreaty of the nobility, was ho- 

nourably interred, | T5 | 
| His uncle Samatway ſucceeded him with the con- 
ſent of the emperor, and after having conquered 
ſame oppoſing factions, he ſettled himſelf ſecurely 
on the throne, paid off the-arrears of tribute due 
to the emperor, and rejected very advantageous of- 
fers made to him by the Portugueſe. 

Some little time before this tranſaction, the he- 
| reditary prince of the empire, Don John's only ſon, 
dying, the empreſs was inconſolable for the Jots, 
and the people were moved, by fome incendiaries, 
| to believe that he was poiſoned by the emperor's 
contrivance; which was near occaſioning an inſur- 


be rection; however, theſe ſuſpicions, though perhaps 
" | not ill-grounded, were removed by the influence of 
n 


the princes of Migonne and of Ouve, who affured 
| them that the young prince died of a fever. ] he 
| tumult being appeaſed, the body was carried to the 
funeral pile in the moſt magnificent manner. 

| The proceflion was led by the prince's muſicians 
cloathed in black linen; followed by ſeveral pike- 
men, with ſhield-bearers and halberdeers, their 
weapons clubbed, three and three in a rank; then 
| Came forty war-elephants, guided by as many gen- 
| tlemen, and eight fine Perſian horſes led by eight 
| knights of the golden ſun; after theſe were the 
grooms of the bedchamber, all very richly clothed. 
Then came the ſcepter and crown, borne vpon a 
black velvet cuſhion, ornamented with the prince's 
| arms, The corpſe followed immediately after, at- 
| tended by eight of the chief men of the empire. 
1 T4 Thea 
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164 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
Then came the empreſs in her litter, with ſixteen 
fan-bearers, and people carrying four umbrellos, 
eight betel boxes, and a golden noſegay ſacred to the 
imperial uſe. The emperor himſelf followed after, 
fupported by the princes of Migonne and Mewater, 
and the cavalcade was cloſed by the peers and prin- 
Cipal governors of the empire, 

The ſtreets through which they paſſed were e adorn, 
ed with arches compoſed of fine ſtuffs and plaiſtef: 
being arrived at the place of burial, the corpſe was 
depoſited in the middle of a ſquare building, raiſed 
about ſeven feet from the ground, adorned with 
rows of trees, and the middle filled up with ſpices 
and ſandal-wood, among which were diſpoſed 2 
large quantity of ſweet-ſcented butter, and three 
times as much oil of cinnamon; over it was a ca- 
nopy, under which the lords ſtood while certain 
words were pronounced by the prieſts ; which be- 

ing ended, the prince of Migonne advanced to 


the” funeral pile, bearing a golden chaffing-difh, a 


bundle of firaw, and a lighted torch, all which: 
he received from the prince of Amme, and ſetting 
fre to the pile, the corple was ſoon gras and 
the train parted, eee 1 
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AND THE DISPL 


The pee ill ſucceſs at land recompenſed by his ad. 


vantage at ſea: Donna Catharina dies : the empe= 
ror ſtrongly affected at the loſs : reſigns his power, 
ard appoints two adminiſtrators of the government 
during his ſon's minority: a conſpiracy againſi the 
emperor's children diſcovered, and the conſpirators 
put to an exemplary drath :\' a Portugueſe embaſſy to 
Ceylon without. any ſucceſs : ſeveral ſkirmiſhes be- 
tween the natives or Cinga'eſe and the Portugueſe : 
Brſ. hhouwer goes to Europe, enters the Daniſh ſer- 
vice, and dies; the Danes diſappointed in their 
views, on the trade of this iſland : the Portugueſe 
| army betrayed and entirely rauted: Columba teins 
forced, and the Cingaleſe repulſed. 


\HE emperor now marched a good armp 
| againſt the Portugueſe poſted in Walane; 
the caſtle of which place he took by ſtorm, but 
was beaten out of it by the irregularity of his 


ordered to be hanged up, for having, before they 
had ſecured their conqueſt, proceeded to plunder ; 
a miſconduct, the more eſpecially diſadvantage- 
ous, as the enemy was thereby left at liberty to re- 
eeive new ſupplies, and ſtrengthen themſelves more 


omething better; for ſome ſhips which he had fit- 
ted out, under the conduct of a nephew of the 
prince of Quve, returned with a prodigious booty, 
fo the harbour of Cotiarum, whence they ſet our; 
Paving plundered fix Portugueſe veſſels, and flung, 
ll the crews into the fea; preſerving only the wo» 
men and negroes. | 15 tf and 


£ 


Fs ton: bo (264 In 


people, one hundred and twenty-five of whom he 


fully than before. However, his ſucceſs at ſea was 


* 


* 
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In July 1613, the empreſs departed this life in 
the thirty-fifth year of her age, after a very tedious 
illneſs: a little before her death fhe delivered her 
five children, being three ſons and two daughters, 
to the care of the princes of Migonne and of Qure; 
and ſolemnly repenting of the idolatrous life ſhe had 
led, called them to witneſs that ſhe recanted her er. 
rors, and died perſuaded of the truths of Chriſtiz. 
nity, in the belief of which ſhe had been educated, 
It was remarkable, that ſome ſevere words which 
ſhe ſpoke to her huſband. when delirious, affeqel 
him ſo very violently, that he never rightly recover. 
ed, For, in ſomething more than a month: after, 
| he convened the general aſſembly of the ſtates, be. 
fore whom, and with their unanimous conſent, he 
appointed the princes of Migonne and of Ouve at- 
miniſtrators of the affairs of the empire, during 
the minority of his eldeſt ſon Comara Singaſtanne: 
this office they modeſtly declined, but the choice 
of the young prince correſpanding with the nomi- 
nation of the emperor, who declared that-grief and 
 fickneſs diſabled him from attending to affairs df 
Rate, they were obliged to ſubmit; and a pateii, 
conhrming them in this important ſtation, the day 
following, paſſed the great ſeal. 
The emperor, in a few days after, delivered hi 
heir apparent, and the other children, to whom tht 
ſtates and adminiſtrators had ſworn allegiance, to 
the care of the two princes, by whom they wer 
privately ſend to the-dukedom of Cocklecorle, thut 
being thus ſecured in a private retreat, their Jive 
might be ſafe from ill deſigns; but they were fool 
after forced to remove them to another place, 0l 
the following occaſion, 
| Gael Heneraed, governor of Harciſſate and pi. 
fident of the dukedom of Cocklecorle, who hai 
been long in the Portugueſe intereſt, and had pit 
vately ſupplied them with proviſions at Walans 
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| had lately entered into articles with them, ſup- 


ported by ſome diſcontented nob:emen, to murdar 


the emperor's iſſue, ſuch of the nobility as dared 


| to oppoſe them, and the princes adminiſtrators. 
This intelligence was given to the prince of Mi- 
gonne by a Bramin, and thereupon he fuddenly, at 
| the head of a body of troops, went againft a party 
of Gael's ſoldiers, who were marching privately 
with powder, ball, and proviſion to Walane : the 
commander of them, ſurprized at the prince's un- 
expected appearance, tried, but in vain, to blunder 
| out an excuſe for his march; the prince ordered. 
him to be ſearched; and a letter, the, purport of 


| which we have already mentioned, directed to the; 


Portugueſe governor, was found in his pocket. 
When this general ſaw that things were come to 
extremity, and that every thing was diſcovered, he 
endeavoured with his people to ſtand on the de- 
fenfive, but they were all quickly cut to pieces, 
ſome few excepted, that ſaved themſelves in the 
| woods, of. | 

Gael himſelf, who knew nothing of this tranſ- 
action, being ſummoned td court, immediately o- 
| beycd; and upon examination exhibited ſuch a 


ſhe w of innocence, that had not the proofs of his 


perfidy been beyond contradiction, he muſt have 


deen acquitted; however, he was confronted by. 
the Bramin, which ſtaggered his reſolution, and 
be confeſſed the whole, entreating mercy, but re- 
| fuſed. to diſcover the names of his accomplices, who. 


- 


were twenty-ſix in number, all men of diſtinction; 


but the inconveniencies of his taciturnity, the well 


inſtructed Bramin eaſily removed; they were all 
ſtraight way apprehended, and being condemned on 


[the 25th of October, were on tbe 27th beheaded 


dogs. 
F 6 Four 


on a public ſcaffold, and their bodies thrown to the 


# 
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Four of Gael's principal-counſellors were quar. 
tered, and hung over the caſtle-wall of Cocklecorle, 
their fleſh having been previouſly torn off with red 
hot pincers, and their hands cut off. Fifty ſoldi. 
ers, Who had endeavoured to favour the governor's 
eſcape, when he was firſt convicted, were allo be. 
headed; and laſt of all, the governor himſclf, after 
having been a ſpectator of the miſerable exit of all 
his accomplices, had his fleſh burned at the corner 
of every ſtreet, with red-hot pincers, afterwards he 
was broke alive upon the wheel, and before he was 
quite dead, flung to the elephants, one of which 
threwy him to a conſiderable height, and catching 
him in his teeth as he fell, cruſhed him to pieces, 
In the year 1614, Don Munno de Feriera ar 
riving at Columbo with the title and authority of 
viceroy of Goa, ſent a ſolemn embaſly to Candy, 
to endeavour to induce the emperor to enter into 
an allianee with the King of Spain and Portugal, te- 
nouncing the friendſhip of the Dutch ; but this re- 
queſt being flatly refuſed, as well as every offer that 
Spain and Portugal could pretend to make, the 
Portugueſe marched a ſtrong army, conſiſting of 
twenty-five thouſand men againſt Candy ; but they 
were met on the road by the emperor's forces, 
Whefeby they were routed with confiderable loſs; 
and the prince of Migonne, who was principal up- 
o this command, in conſequence of his victory, 
was received with great joy on his return to Candy. 
Another body of the enemy were ſoon after defeat- 
ei by the emperor's forces, which thereby obtain- 
ed. a large quantity of proviſions and ammunition 
that they had under convoy; though in another at- 
temper of the ſame” nature, which was made ſhortly 
after, a conſiderable number of imperial troops 
being betrayed, were cut to pieces, two only eſ- 
caping. TT „„ 
14 2 About 


4 a * 
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About the end of this year, a bloody war broke 


| cut between the kings of Botecalo and Palugam, 


occaſioned by the murder of ſome ambaſſadors of 
the latter, as they paſſed through Botecalo; the 
conſequence of which, was fortune juſtly declaring 
in favour of the king of Palugam, who ſaw his 
enemy not only treacherouſly killed, but himſelf, 
put in poſſeſſion of the kingdom that belonged to 
the deceaſed. m1 $4 4 85 OL 
The ſuccours, which had been fo long promiſed 
by the ſtates of Holland, not arriving ſa expedi- 
tiouſly as was hoped for and expected, Marcellus 
de Boſchhouwer, otherwiſe the Prince of Migonne, 
who bad already attained the higheſt honours that, 
a ſubject in the iſland of Ceylon could arrive at, 


determined, with permiſſion of the Eaſt India com- 


pany's governors and directors in that part of the 


| world, to embark for Europe, to haſten their com- 


ing; the emperor giving him the title of his am- 
baſlador extraordinary, and a carte blanche, to ſti- 
pulate with whom, and in whatever manner he, 


| pleaſed, ſuch articles of commerce or treaty. of 


peace, as he ſhould think moſt for his imperial ma- 
jeſty's advantage. 85 


le arrived in Europe after a very proſperous voy- 


age, in very few months, but not being received 


by the Dutch with that cordial affection and true 


eſteem which he imagined his ſervices merited, and 


they certainly deſerved much, he withdrew himſelf 
from the allegiance of the ſtates of Holland, tak- 
ing with him his treaſure, and retired to Denmark 

| about the middle of the year 1617, where he en- 


tered into a treaty of peace and commerce with the 


Daniſh king, in the name of the king of Ceylon, 


by whom he was furniſhed with a man of war and 
yacht to carry him back : he went aboard in March , 
1618, with his lady, who chajlenged the rank and 


| title of princeſs of Migonne, and a large retinue, 


attended 
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attended by hve ſhips, commanded by Gule Gedde 


a Daniſh nobleman ; but he died upon the voyage, 
which was extremely diſtreſsful, the ſhips being neat 
two years before they made the iſland of Ceylon, 
where they put into different harbours. 

Gule Gedde immediately ſent notice of his ar. 
rival'to the emperor, recounting the death of the 
prince of Migonne, and the treaty by him previ. 
ouſly made with the king of Denmark ; which 
Campapi refuſed to ratiſy, alledging that he had 
not given the prince any authority of that nature; 
ſo that the Danes had nothing to compenſate the 
expence of the expedition, but the private fortune 
of poor Boſchhouwer, which was on board ; and 


which Gule Gedde immediately ſeized for the uſe 


of the king his maſter, ſending his lady, who had 


| ſaved a little from the wreck, to Candy, from which 


place in about ſeven years after, ſhe was ſent with 
ſome attendants to Tranquebar. Gule Gedde ſoon 


ſet ſail for Denmark, after baving hovered ſome 


time about the coaſt, and loft one of his ſhips, 
which being ſeized upon by the crew of Trinquene- 


male, was by this miſconduct ſplit upon a rock; 


and the ſoldiers and failors who ſaved themſelves 
by the help of the boat on the coaſt of Coromandel, 
lifted ſome in the Portugueſe, and others in the 
Dutch ſervice. 
The Portugueſe being, by his departure, rid of 
their fears from that quarter, took every ſtep that 
to them appeared beſt for ſecuring the trade of the 
whole iſland to themſelves, excluding every other 
European natton, 'To which purpoſe, though they 


had, in expreſs terms, poſitively agreed with the 


emperor to ere no more forts, yet partly by fraud, 
and partly by force, they found means to run up 
two new fortifications, which, with what they poſ- 
ſeſſed before, made the number of their ſtrong holds 


ſeven, whereby they were become maſters of the 
1 | principal 


* 
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AND THE DISPUTES THERE. ir 
principal avenues of the iſland, The emperor find- / 


ing himſelf, by theſe encroachments, laid under ve- 
y ſevere reſtrictions, reſolved to make a bold puſh 

for the extirpation of the Portugueſe, eſpecially 
| 33 he was promiſed aſſiſtance by the Cingaleſe in- 


habiting Columbo, which was their principal fort- 


| refs, Some Cingaleſe, who had infinuated them- 


ſelves into the good graces of Conſtantine de Saa, 


| the governor of the place, perſuaded him to draw 


out all his forces to the fiege of Ouve, induced 
thereto by ſome freſh quarrel, to which he was the 


| more eaſily inclined, as a body of Cingaleſe, a- 
mounting to eight thouſand, aſſured him of their 
| readineſs to follow his fortune. Theſe taking ad- 
| vantage of a very violent ſtorm, whereby the Por- 
| tugueſe were diſabled from uſing their firelocks, as 
well as the approach of the emperor's army, turn- 

ed tai] upon their allies, and being ſeconded by the 


imperial troops, attacked them in flank as they de- 
ſcended a hill, firing upon them from the covert 
of a wood ; after which they fell in among them 
pell-mell, and with ſcymetar in hand, made a pro- 
digious flaughter, and put them entirely to flight, 


| ſcarcely any of them eſcaping. 


The head of the general Conſtantine de Saa was 
cut off by one of the revolting Cingaleſe, who lay- 


iag it on a drum-head, preſented it to one of the 
| emperor's ſons, as he was refreſhing his body in an 


adjacent brook. It is indiſputable that De Saa me- 


E 7ited a better fate, and more ſincerity from the Cin- 
| galeſe of Columbo, to whom he had been always 
extremely beneficent and humane, 


This defeat occaſioned a general conſternation 


| among the Portugueſe, but more particularly at 


Columbo, which place there were ſcarcely any 
troops left to defend, unleſs a few inhabitants, and 
none of theſe in the bloom of youth, merited that 


name: this encouraged the emperor to ſend his 


youngeſt 


f!!! bids Te EE os RR LN EEE 


112: DESCRIPFION OF CEYLON, ' 
youngeſt ſon Mahaſtanne, afterwards: called Raja. 
Singa, to lay ſiege to that important place, which | 
was accordingly done. But Lancelotte de Sefies, WM 
who ſucceeded Conſtantine de: Saa in the govern. 
ment of it, made a defence ſo gallant and ſurpriz. 
ing, that Raja Singa, after having ſpent a' month 
before the walls, to no other purpoſe than that of 
loſing a great number of men, and waſting a con- 
{iderable deal of ammunition and proviſion, was ob. 
liged to raiſe the ſiege; the town was ſoon after re. 
inforced by four hundred men from Goa with pro. 
viſions, arms, ammunition, &c. ſo that the garri- 
ſon. ance more held up its head, and bid defiance 
to the attacks of its enemies; nor did the Cingaleſe 
think it at all to the purpoſe: to return to the charge. 
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The emperor diss; his dominions divided: Raja Singa 
aſſumes the imperial authority : makes peace with, 
the Portugueſe, which they violate: he ſulicits an 
alliance with the Dutch, to whom he allet vaſt 
immunities e the Poriugueſe plunder Candy : are 
drawn into an ambuſcade, and entirely deſiroyed < 
thy L ſe Batecals and Caliture: The city of Pun- 

| tegale is taken by florm: a firong body of Portu- 

| gueſe defeated + the city of Columbo beſieged < an em- 

400% from the king of Ceylon to the Dutch general 

Hulft, promiſing to alſſiſt in the ſrege : the garri- 

ſen's proviſion begins to run fhart : the emperer ar- 

rives in the neighbourhiod of the Dutch camp, viſited 
ly the general, who is magnificentiy entertained : the 

general dies of a wound. 5 


HE old emperor dying in 1632, his three 
b ſons ſhared among them his dominions; the 
youngeſt aſſuming the imperial title, under the 
name of Raja Singa Adaſcyn, and on the death of 
bis eldeſt brother, ſeizing upon the province of 
E Uuve, which the latter had inherited, without of- 
fering to divide it with his ſecond brother Viſia Pal- 
la Haſtanne, which occaſioned between them an 
Eireconcileabla rupture; n nts es Sad 
la the mean time the Portugueſe, having forced, 
moſt of the lowland princes to fide. with them, en- 
dcavoured to make ſome farther progreſs in the, 
heart of the country; but the new emperor ſur-, 
prized them in their camp, and - obliged them to- 
letteat precipitately to Columbo; and indeed it was, 
generally their fate to be repulſed, when they at- 
tempted to make a lodgment in the mountains. 
Ihey atterwards concluded a temporary peace web * 
him, 


114 DESCRIPTION CEYLON, *' 
him, but broke through the artfcles of it the firſt fa. 
vourable opportunity : ſo that the emperor was for. 
ced to ſolicit the aſſiſtanee of the Dutch, in a letter 
to the governor of Paliacatta, by name Charles Rey. 
niers; who took ſuch meaſures, that a firm alliance 
Was entered into with his imperial majeſty, again 
the Portugueſe; the Dutch being in return allowed 
to load fome of their ſhips with cinnamon and pep. 
per. About the ſame time there happened an en- 
gagement between the Portugueſe and Dutch fleets 
of Goa, in which the former was worſted, and their 
naval force in this part of the world thereby confi. 
derably impaired, as in conſequence of it they lo 
two or three of their ſhips richly laden. | 
They began now, on many accounts, to ſuſped 
the emperor's confederacy with the Dutch; andin 
order to deſtroy it effectually, their generals De 
Melo, Damijao Bottado, and Sorde, unanimouſy 
reſolved to march againſt Candy, by taking which 
place, they imagined they ſhould weaken Raja Sin- 
ga conſiderably, | 
The emperor having notice given him of their 
defign, retired from that town, taking with hin 
all that was valuable to the mountains; whither, 
as he ſuſpected, the enemy having plundered and 
afterwards ſet fire to the place, precipitately follow- 
ed, imagining that he was in ſuch circumſtances s } 
to be quite unable to repel their attacks. But they 
ſoon found themſelves miſerably miſtaken ; for the 
Emperor, who was ftrongly incamped when they 
came into the midſt of the mountains, ordered eve- 
ry avenue by which they had advanced, or through 
which they could have any hope of retreating, to 
be blocked up with great trees that were cut dow! 
on the ſpot, and could not, by the bare ſtrength al 
man, be poſſibly removed; after which proceedinf, 
he watched the firſt favourable opportunity of affail- 
ing them, and a violent ſtorm of rain having 04- 
Flea 1 Maged 
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a 2 ceneral attack with all his forces; whereby they 
l were ſoon put into diſorder, and a total rout en- 
50 ſued ; the flaughter was very great, for out of two. 
5 thouſand three hundred Portugueſe and Moors, not 


made them priſoners. 


great officers, and among them their brave general 
de Melo, whoſe ſword was afterwards preſented to 
'the emperor, who had viewed the whole affair from 
2 high land, on the oppoſite fide of a river that wa- 
tered the place wherein the battle was fought; and 
the heads of the deceaſed enemies were piled before 


5 him in a heap forming a pyramid. The emperor, 
» aſter this victory, marched his army againft the 
ly fort of Batecalo, while the Dutch admiral Weſter- 
þ wold made an attack upon it by fea, and in nine 


days it ſurrendered upon conditions, the Portugueſe. 


eight, being tranſported with their wives and chil- 
dren to Negapatnam; and fifty Cingaleſe, who bad 


m 

r been concerned in murdering a gentleman belonging 
0 to the emperor -of Ceylon's court, were. impaled 
1 alive, while ſome others that were taken were en- 


= llaved. 


. 
, gew treaty of peace and commerce concluded be- 
V tween Ceylon and Holland, which was ſealed and 

bg ſigned by the emperor on the one part for himſelf, 

h his ſeal being the head of his ſcymetar impreſſed © 
to upon red wax, and by admiral Wefterwold and 


William Jacob Roſter, for the ſtates of Holland, 


of W 01 the other; the ſubſtance of theſe articles was 
95 much to the ſame purpoſe as thoſe before made with 
|. Boſchhouwer ; and in conſequence of them, the 
N Dutch Were immediately ſupplied with four _ 
e 25 re 


raged their fire-arms very conſiderably, he made- 


above ſeventy eſcaped with life, and theſe were ſpar- 
ed through the clemency of the conqueror, who. 


The Portugueſe loſt in this engagement all their 


and Miſtices, to the number of one hundred and 


After the ſurrender of this fortreſs, there was a 
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16 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, | 
dred i bales. of cinnamon, eighty-ſeven quintals of 
wax, 'and three thouſand fifty-nine pounds of pep. 


per, to reimburſe the extraordinary charges they 


had been at in aſſiſting the emperor; who more- 
over ſent two ambaſſadors to Batavia, with ſeveral 
conſiderable preſents, and a ratification of the treaty, 
addreiled to the general and council of the Indies, 
Theſe ambaſſadors were received with extraordi- 
nary. reſpect, and ſent back to Ceylon with great 
„ e This tranſaction happened in the year 
In the month of March, of the very ſame year, 
the city of Puntegale, more commonly called Gale, 
was taken by ſtorm, vice- admiral Koſter leading 
the attack; it was afterwards made one of the ſtrong- 
eſt fortified places the Dutch have in the Eaſt Indies: 
it has a very commodious bay, but at the entrance 
of the harbour there is a dangerous rock, to avoid 
which a good pilot is very neceflary ; beſides, the 
road lies cloſe under the cannon of the fort, The 


city is defended by three ſtrong baſtions, and ſo ſur- 


rounded by rocks, that it is ſcarcely to be approach · 
ed by the ſmalleſt boat. There is a lanthorn by 
way of beacon, a cannon for giving fignal, and 
the company's colours plan: ed upon an angle that 
Juts pretty far into the ſea. The city is well built; 
the houſes built of ſtone are high, with handſome 
gardens and excellent ſprings; and there are good 
roads cut round it through a rocky ground. | 

In October 1655, Caleture, a place of ſome 
ſtrength, ſurrounded with an earthen wall, and 


not unpleaſantly ſituated, ſurrendetzd to general 
HFulſt, the Portugueſe garriſon, conſiſting of two 


hundred and fifty - five men, having ſtipulated that 
they ſhould, at the company's charge, be ſent home 
to Europe. There was found in this place a very 
large quantity of military ſtores, and Yſbraad God- 
ſcens was made governor of it, with a e 
+ | 7 | _ bo 1 
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body of men under his command to protect it: Gaſ- 
par F igeiro was on his march to relieve it at the 
ſame time with ſix hundred ſoldiers, of which pro- 
ceedings the Dutch having received intelligence 
from a caſual priſoner, ſome forces ſet out imme- 


diately to meet them, nor was it long before they 


came up \ with, engaged and routed them, then 
purſued their way to Columbo, to which place 
not above one hundred and ſixty, out of the ſix hun- 
dred men that had accompanied Figeiro, returned. 
About the middle of October, the Dutch general 
prepared for the ſiege of Columbo: and on the 23d 
he received a letter from the emperor of Ceylon, 


| written by himſelf, with ſtrong aſſurances of friend- 


ſhip; it was brought by one of his own ſpecial poſt- 
men, and was:curiouſly perfumed ; on each fide of 
the writing was figured a woman with her hand 

folded, and her eyes raiſed to heaven. 93 2 

On the 26th, ſome uſeful intelligence was ob- 
tained from a Dutchman, who had formerly de- 
ſerted to the Portugueſe, and who now thought pro- 
per to return to his colours; and the ſame day ſome 
batteries being finiſhed, ſeveral. pieces of cannon 
were brought to play upon one quarter of the town. 
On the 4th of November, general Hulſt received 


a very kind embaſſy from Raja Singa, by the perſon 
of Tenecon Apuhamy, who was adorned with a a 


golden breaſt-plate ſet with precious ſtones and faſ- 
tened to a gold chain. rant in of ud Hell 
On the gth, the Portugueſe governor was ſum- 


moned to furrender, but he rejected the propoſal; 


in conſequence whereof, a general aſſault was made 
on the place the 12th, but the general's receiving a 
wound in the thigh,. threw things into ſome con- 
fuſion, and reſpited the town a few months longer; 
in this attempt lieutenant Melchior Van Schonbeek, 
a noble German, mounted the baſtion of St. John, 

where 


— 
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where not being ſeconded, he died deſperately fight. 
ing; and his head was afterwards expoſed on the 
ſame baſtion ſtuck on a pike. Shortly after, a fleet 
of thirty Portugueſe frigates, deſtined for the relief 
of Columbo, were diſperſed by a ſtorm, and moſt 
of them loſt ; about which time the general receiy. 
ed another meſſage from Raja Singa, acquainting 
him, that in ſpite of the Portugueſe, who made 
many endeavours to alienate his friendſhip from 
Holland, he was not only reſolved to adhere firmly 
to his engagements, but to make all poſſible haſſe 

to ſupport the ſiege with an army of his ſubjects. 
On the 26th, the general was informed by a ne. 
gro deſerter, that the governor's ſon had been late. 
Iy killed by a muſket-ball, as he was encouraging 
the men upon the works; and that a mine was rea. 
dy to be ſprung under the baſtion of St, John, the 
firſt time he ſhould attack it. The, inhabitants of 
the town began now to be in want of proviſions, 
fo that thoſe who were able to bear arms were for- 
ced by hunger to inliſt, while the women and chil- 
'dren were permitted to ſally out on the Dutch 
camps, and became at laſt ſo troubleſome that the 
general gave orders they ſhould be whipped back 
to the baſtion of St. John: beſides, by the beſt ac- 
counts it appeared, that the proviſions of the gar- 
riſon could not hold out above a couple of months 
longer, as their rice already began not only to run 


ſhort, but to be ſtony and unclean. 
The empetor being now encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Dutch, ſignified by a letter, that 
he expected a viſit from the general, according to 
which intimation, his excellency ſet out on the 5th 
of April for his majeſty's quarters with a large fe- 
tinue. Here he was received with prodigious mag- 
nificence, and lodged in a houſe prepared purpolcly 
for his reception, the bed-chambers of which were 

me 4 TE, furniſhed 
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ſurniſhed with gold ſtuffs, and the other rooms 


hung with white linen. As he approached it, he 
was met by a-party of ſoldiers, umbrello-carriers, 
| trumpeters, and other muſicians; eleven elephants, 
and two fine horſes richly capariſoned and orna- 
| mented with gold and precious ſtones. The day 
| following, variety and plenty of proviſions were 
| brought in a boat for the uſe of the general and his 
peopſe; but the emperor being very ill, for which 
| he had been blooded in the arm, gave ſome room 
| to fear that his excellency, whoſe preſence before 


Columbo was certainly neceſſary, would be obliged 


to return without the honour of the interview that 
| had occaſioned his journey. W 
His majeſty being informed that the general had 
an intention of that fort, by letter ſignified, that, 
| hotwithſtanding his diſorder, he would give him 
audience next day, being April 8, 1 
Accordingly, about noon the enſuing day, the 
| emperor's drums, trumpets, and private muſic, 
with three of his choiceſt horſes elegantly capari- 
ſoned, appeared on the oppoſite ſide of the river, 
| accompanied by ſome perſons of the firſt quality, 


in order to grace his excellency's train, Which im- 


mediately croſſed the river with his excellency at 


the he.d of it, where he was received by the captain 


of the emperor's body guard; and then proceeded 
| to the imperial quarters in the following manner. 

| Firſt, his excellency's body-guards, then the en- 
| ſigns and ſtandards taken from the foe trailing along 
the ground; after theſe came the emperor's horſes 
and muſicians, with five tame elephants, and the 
| way through which they paſſed was lined with ſol- 
diers. When the Hollanders entered the palace, 
| the doors were ſhut after them, and they were in- 
| troduced into a hall where his imperial majeſty ſat 
on a throne, which had ſeveral ſteps whereby to 
| aſcend it, Here all the couriers proſtrated them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves upon the ground, and the Dutch on they 
knees, till his majeſty by a nod gave them a ſignil 
to riſe. When the general came near the throne, 
he made an elegant ſpeech, wherein he aſſured his M 
majeſty of his firm attachment to him, and his high | 
. ſenſe of the honour allowed him in being permitted Ml 
to make this addreſs, as well as of the ſtrong indi. 
nation the ſtates of Holland had to preſerve an amiy 
with him, and to aſſiſt in clearing his dominiong 
from a ſet of people, who paid ſcarcely any reſped 
to treaty or alliance, when their intereſt taught then 
„ „ Tty 7 rh 6 8 Coed 
Afterwards he preſented him ſome preſents, of 
little value in themſelves, and kneeling on a cuſhion, 
ſet for that purpoſe at the foot of the throne, had 
the honour to kiſs his majeſty's hand, who threw 
over his neck a golden collar, and on his finger put 
a precious ring; after which ceremony he retire 
at a little diſtance, and here recapitulated the ad- 
vantages he had gained over the enemy; to which 
the emperor liſtened with vaſt pleaſure; and call- 
ing him a ſecond time to the throne, inveſted him 
with a garter of gold, which he aſſured him had 
been worn by the prince himſelf. 2 | 
* Aﬀeer this ceremony, the preſents intended for 
his majeſty were brought, among which were 1 
white buckler that had formerly belonged to a Por 
tugueſe nobleman, and an Indian ſcymetar, the hit 
"whereof was a curious inlay of gold and agat; it 
laying the latter at his majeſty's feet, the general 
told him, that it was a gift intended for the young 
prince to employ, when in riper years, againſt bs 
enemies, nay even againſt the Dutch themſelves 
Thould they ever merit his diſpleaſure. Nor ws 
this compliment made without having a very good 
eEtypon'theemperor 27 ret 
The company's : preſents to the emperor beſides, 
were two beautiful Perſian hunters, a 9 
| | ; elle 
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perſian bows, with arrows and quivers curiouſly | 


embroidered, a Turky gun, a rich Japoneſe gown, 
two grey-hounds, two Perſian ſheep, two rock- 


8 goats of Viſapoar, and a piece of Sandal wood. 
＋ Their preſents for the prince were one fine Per- 
ed fan horſe, two fuzees, the barrels of them remark- 
. ably neat, one ſilver baſon, two pieces of Perſian 
it tuff wrought with gold, two ſilver boxes of China, 
None piece of Sandal wood, and a hog-ſtone, 
All theſe things having been examined, the at- 
en tendants were ordered to withdraw, and the gene- 
ral had a private conference for about a quarter of 
of Wan hour with his imperial majeſty, and was after- - 
n, Wvacds conducted back to his lodgings in great 


pomp: whence he ſet out next morning, being the 
oy th of April, for his camp, where he arrived that 


encouraging the workmen and ſoldiers on one of 
the batteries, he received a ſhot in his breaſt, where- 
of he died in a few hours, and in him the Dutch 
Poſt one of the belt officers they ever had in India. 


F Vor. V. 6 „ 


evening, and found matters on the ſide of the be- 
legers advance greatly; but on the 10th, as he was 
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CHAP. _— 


The ſiege of Columbo continued + the city ſurrendiri: 

' behauitur of the conquerors miſrepreſented : Dutt 

2 deſerters puniſhed : Raja Singa quarrels with jj; 

allies; treats with the Portugueſe 3 uſes the Dutt] 

ill Thiſſen routs ſome of his people, and ditain 

ſeme elephants: Raja Singa reduces a Dutch ſettle 

ment: fuccours arrive from Batavia: the iſland of 

Manaar invaded and taken from the Pertugui, 

and entirely reduced by the Dutch : vanity if a 

negro  Feſu'ts careful of inflrufiing the people: the 

| nt . Portugueſe retire before the Dutch, who lay ſege u 

1 Jafnapatnam; the toun is reduced, and the caſt 

. after ſome time, ſubmits ufon terms + miſerable cu. 

dition of the garriſon : a plot fomented by the Pu. 

tupueſe diſchvered, and the ring-leaders puniſhed: 

the whole ifland'reduced by the Dutch : happineſs if 
this alliance to the emperor. —. 


; HE ſiege went on briſkly notwithſtanding 
| the general's death, who was ſucceeded in 
command by. Adrian Vander Meyden, governor df 
Puntegale, and the befieged were reduced to ſuch 

diſtreſs, that a woman was known to eat her child; 

and to increaſe their calamity, the Portugueſe feet 

from Goa, with proviſion and ſoldiers to reinforce 

and relieve them, was defeated by ſome ſhips be. 
longing to Holland, near Tutecoryn, while ſome 
ſuccours arrived from Batavia at the Dutch camp. 

1 May the 7th, his excellency gave orders for 1 
general aſſault upon the town; but could only carl 
one baſtion, and that, with much difficulty ; how 
ever, he ſecured a Jodgment upon it, the guns ol 
which was turned upon the town; in conſequence 


whereof a white flag was hung out over the "Y Lig 


— 
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and the day following, being May the 12th, 1656, 
the town ſurrendered: upon conditions, the Portu- 
cuele garriſon marching out with all the honours of _ 
war, drums beating and colours flying, to the head- 
quarters, where they ſurrendred themſelves ; and a 
party of the triumphant forces immediately enter- 
ed, taking poſſeſſion of the place, and advancing 
the Dutch ſtandard : thus did this important place 
fall into the hands of the Dutch, after a ſiege of 
near nine months, and after having been in poſſeſ- 
fon of the Portugueſe one hundred and fifty years. 
From thirteen Hundred people that had been in 
the town at the beginning of the ſiege the number 
was reduced to one hundred and ninety; among 
whom were ſome lame and decrepit, who had to 
the laſt aſſiſted to the beſt of their power in defence 
lof the place, which it was juſtly imagined coſt the 
Hollanders more than three thouſand men, and as 
much money as would have built another Columbo. 
The Portugueſe reported that the Dutch, on the 
ſurrender of it, were guilty of the greateſt diforders, 
permitting the inhabitants to be plundered, the pri- 
ſoners to be abuſed, and. the images and churches 
to be profaned and deſpoiled, contrary to the tenor 
pt the articles agreed upon between the comman- 
bers: but the truth of this imputation the Dutch 
Wave flatly denied; for our author aſſures us, that 
Y far was this from being true, that a ſoldier. was 
Wiipped for petty larceny ; ſo very ſtrict, ſays he, 
vas diſcipline obſerved by Vander Meyden. Se- 
feral Dutch deſerters, who were not admitted to 
are the benefit of the treaty, were gibbeted as 
Pon as taken: among whom was Simon Lop-z de 
alto, who had done conſiderable damage to the 
eliegers, - | SSH 
The plunder found in the town conſiſted of 
Nout ſeven loads of muſty rice, ſome packs of cin- 
M0, good ſtore of arrack, twenty four light 
TY i frigates, 


* 
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frigates, nine of them ſunk ; fifteen hundred il. 
ders in ready money, thirty-three packs of cloth, 
twenty-five bells of good metal, ſixty braſs and 
ſixty eight iron cannon, one mortar, ten thouſand 
cannon-bullets, ſixty-five thouſand pound of gun 
powder, beſides one hundred and fifteen pound 
weight that was damaged, with a large quantity 
of brimſtone and ſult-petre. Shortly after, Raja 
Singa wrote a very ſevere letter to the Dutch ge. 
neral, complaining, that he had not received any 
formal advice of the ſurrender of Columbo, which 
he alledged, according to a treaty ſubſiſting between 
him and the late general Hulſt, ought to have 
been delivered up to him. But this was not the in. 
tention of the Dutch: however, Vander Meyden 
ſent back an anſwer by way of excuſe, couched in 
the molt reſpe&ful terms, and a preſent of a falcon, 
a ſparrow-hawk, and a Perſian falconer : notwith- Ml 
ſtanding which his people grew very troubleſome, 
annoying ſmall ſcattering parties of the Dutch where- 
ever they chanced to meet them, and endeayour- 
ing to cut off their ſupplics. Beſides, advice was 
brought by two deſerters, that he had entered into 
a2 private treaty with the Portugueſe, and pranted 
them ſome profitable ſettlements; and the truth af 
this appeared in the ſequel 3 for he not only made 
ſlaves of ſome of the Holl:nders who fell into his 
hands, but cut off the ears, and lit the noſes of ſuch 
of their ſlaves as chanced to fall into his power, 
And, to make things ſtill worſe for the Dutch, the 
Cingaleſe who were in their fervice betrayed al 
their meaſures, while they were, at no rate, able 
to fathom the deſigns of Raja Singa ; though there 
was ſome reaſon to think, that his real intention 
was to play the Dutch againſt the Portugueſe, and 
the Portugueſe againſt the Dutch, ſiding always 
with the weakeſt fide, in order to prevent theredſ 


either from growing too unwieldy for him to me 
| N nage 
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nage; in which caſe, natural policy told him his 


| crown would be in danger, which was at length the 


conſequence. of the Europeans having obtained a 


| firm footing in the iſſand. | E 


lt is certain, however, that after the taking of 
Columbo, and finding that the place and ſome 
others which had ſurrendered were not delivered in- 
to his hands, a condeſcenſion he had always expect- 
ed, he was never firmly reconciled to the Dutch, 
tho' the Portugueſe had no great reaſon to triumph 
in his defection. Shortly after the ſurrender of Co- 
Jumbo, Raja Singa, jealous of the advantages which 
the Dutch ſeemed to poſſeſs, connived at many rob- 
beries committed by his people, who began to grow 
at length ſo very daring, that Mr. John Thyflen, 


the company's agent in theſe parts, was obl.ged to 


declare open war againſt them, and detained ſome 
tame elephants be.ongiug to the king. | 
His majeity was ſo much provoked at this in- 
ſu't, that he attacked and reduced one of the Dutch 
ſettlements ; a ſucceſs, the advantage uf which was 
deſtroyed by the arrival of Minbeer Maabzuyker 
from Batavia with ſoine forces, who took the beſt 
methods of ſtrengthening the ſeveral fortifications, 
and ſecuring the gathering of the cinnainon in ſafe- 
ty, while Raja Singa retreated ; but from behaving 
with vaſt circumſpeQion. towards them, it was evt- 


dent that they were not enemies. 


- Ina journey which our author made over land 
in the year 1661, from Jafnapatnam to Columbo, 
he oblerved, that in all that ſpace, being about fifty 


leagues, there grew no cinnamon, except on the op- 


polife ſide of the river Chilaco; but, as the country 
is extremely fertile in the ſpontase wess productions 


of many neceſſaries, ſo it is deſtitute of inhabitants; 


and buffaloes are found feeding every where in 


vaſt herds : there is room to believe, that if it was 
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126 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
a eh with people, it would turn out a valuable 
tract. | 1 
In the year 1658, the Hollanders, command! 
by Mr. Rijklof Van Goens, landed upon the iſland 
of Manaar, which was formerly joined to the main 
land; and, notwithſtanding that entrenchment 
were thrown up along the ſhore-ſide, and deſended 
by twelve frigates and a thouſand Portugueſe, they 
advanced with courage and ſucceſs, making them. 
felves maſters of the iſland with no more loſs ef 
any conſequence than that of an enſign and a lieu- 
tenant; while on the Portugueſe ſide, there fel 
many brave officers, among whom were the gene. 
ral Antonio, admiral de Menezes, and Anthonio 
Mendez D' Aranha. | Me 
The Portugueſe, molt of whoſe frigates were ſunk, 
finding they could not hold the place, croſſed the 
water to Jafnapatnam, leaving a few ſoldiers, moſt 
of whom afterwards deſerted, in poſſeſſion of the 
caſtle of St. George, under command of Andrey 
Villoſa, Who in a few days ſurrendred and had 
good terms: there were two hundred priſoner 
taken here, reckoning both Europeans and negroes; 
among whom was an African negro, who in 4 
point of neceſſity being entruſted with a captains 
poſt, immediately conceived himſelf a great man, 
and ipſiſted upon his rank till he was baſtinadoed 
out of it into a ſlave again. ” N | 
Manaar is a compound of two Malabar words, 
Man and Aar, the former ſignifying land, and the 
latter a river; it is about two German leagues and 
a half long, and one broad, including the falt wa. 
ter river. The caſtle of St, George is ſeated on! 
canal that communicates with Jafnapatnam, and vil 
bear ſmall yachts, drawing between three and four 
feet water; it is ſurrounded with a deep ditch, and 
the Dutch have ſtrengthned it with ſeveral addi: 


-tional fortifications. It bad been once famous " 
| a pal 
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a pearl fiſhery, whereby the inhabitants were en- 


| riched ; but that mine of treaſure failing, they were 
| ſoon impoveriſhed : however, it was ſet on foot 


again by the Dutch in 100, and was carried on 


with tolerable ſucceſs. 


The Malabar "Heh, is that which is moſt com- 
monly ſpoken in Manaar, where moſt of the inha- 
bitants are Chriſtians ; for which reaſon they were 
ſorely oppreſſed by the king of Jafnapatnam : feu 
of them are unacquainted with the Portugueſe 
tongue. They were firſt converted by St. Francis 
Xavier. the great apoſtle of the Indies, who ap- 
pointed certain teachers in every diſtrict: theſe at 
firſt were friars, but they were ſucceeded by Je- 
ſuits, called Pauliits, in this part of the world, be- 
cauſe ſent hither firſt by pope Paul III. and it is 
certain that they were indefatigable in their miſſion, 


and taught the ficſt principles of eprdanity: with 


reat care and attention. 

This iſland is inhabited by 1 who 3 
ſome money by preſerving and drying their commo- 
dity and then exporting it for ſale to the neigh- 
bouring coaſts, There is an amphibious animal 
of the ſea-calf ſpecies, the females of which have 
breaſts and nipples, whereby they give ſuck to 
their young, their fleſh is very white, and might 
be miſtaken for veal when boiled, eating not unlike 
ſturgeon. Mr, Rijklof Van' Goens having left a 
good garriſon in Manaar, croſſed the river towards 
Ja'nayatnam, which though very broad, was eafily- 
forbed; this part of the country being called Man- 
totte, is very fertile in rice, which is however often 


1 trampled down by the wild elephant. They ex- 


pect:d the Portugueſe would have attacked them, 
paſſing the river, but were diſappointed ; for though 
they might have eaſily. done it, the oppolite bank 
being very muddy, yet they choſe to retreat to the 
head ſpring of the river : whea the Dutch had all 

| G 4 near 


128 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON, 
near paſſed over, the inhabitants received them 
very civilly, furniſhing them with all manner 9 
fruits and proviſions, Near Sandecouli they had x 
ſmart engagement with a ſmall body of Portugueſe, 
whom they routed, and encamped for that nigh, 
on the ſpot where they had ſkirmiſhed, 

' The enſuing day they advanced towards the 


city of Jafnapatnam, breaking thro” the walls ad 


| Houſes, ſor it had no fortifications, and chacino 
the Portugueſe from ſtreet to fireet, a ſmall train 
of artillery which they had brought with them be. 
ing of eſpecial ſervice in this cafe. By the 18th of 
March they became maſter of the Dominican mo- 
naſtery, and indeed of the whole town, the enemy 
retirirg to the caſtle, into which the inhabitants ef 
the country thronged along with them, fo that it 
was fo crouded there was no diſpoſing of the peope 
to advantage, they being a hinderance to each other, 
inſtead of being a mutual aſſiſtance. Here they 
ſhut themſelves up, and the Dutch attacked one of 
its ſtrongeſt forts, which, for want of freſh water, 
was forced to ſurrender upon conditions, the {ol- 
diers being allowed to march out with all military 
honours, and a promiſe made by the Dutch gene. 
ral, that they ſhould be tranſported to Europe, if 
they choſe it, at the company's expence. 
Proviſions, affiſtance, and ſupplies of all ſorts 
being cut off from the caſtle, it ſurrendered, after 
ſuſtaining a ſiege of more than three months; 
the garriſon being allowed to march out drums 
beating, and colours flying, taking with them al- 
ſo one piece of cannon ; and baving ſtipulated that 


they ſhould be tranſported to Europe, the head 


"officers, among wh'm were John de Mels, Leo- 
nardo d'Olievero, Viador de Fazendas, and An- 
thonio Mendez D'Aranha, to be civilly treated, 
and allowed to paſs to any of their own forts; the 


eccleſiaſtics were to be carried to the coaſt of Coro: 
| 1 mandel, 
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mandel, and the gold, ſilver, and jewels, with 


other valuable commodities, to be left to ones diſere· 


tion of the conquerors. | : 
The garriſon Was twWwo days Sal HAR being 
ſo very weak that they were unable to drag after 


| them the ſingle piece of cannon they had ſtipulated 
| for, having loſt ſixteen hundred men during the 
ſiege. When the Dutch army entered the place 


they found it almoſt battered to pieces, by | the 


| bombs that had been thrown into it; and the ſtench 
ariſing from the dead bodies and filth wherewith 
it was almoſt choaked up, was intolerable. The 


fſt thing the conquerors did, was to appoint Ja- 
cob Rhee, a man of a ſolid underſtanding, com- 


mander in the place pro tempore, and he immedi- 


| ately took off the duty upon tobacco, which im- 


munity encouraged the inhabitants of the country 


to come in and aſſiſt in levelling the ruins of the 


houſes, which encumbered the caſtle, removing the 


F filth, clearing the ſprings, ant planting, by way of 
E ornament, three hundred cocoa-trees. - 


As many of the Portugueſe had, on the 1 


tion of Jafnapatnam, entered the Dutch ſervice, 
they were admitted as part of the gatriſon; where 
| upon they entered into a conſpiracy to murder all 
W their officers, and the reſt of the conquerors party, 
during the time of ſermon; but it being happily 
; dicovered to Mr. Jacob Vander Rhea, the guerds 
were doubled, the caſtle gates ſhut, and all the trai- 


tors ſecured, ſome of whom, being plainly convict- 


ed, were hanged, and others beheaded. 


he three principal conductors of this bloody de- 


gn were a Manaar and two Portugueſe, who after 


bring flretched on the wheel, were ſtruck with 


the ax in the neck and on the breaſt, their hearts 
being afterwards taken out, and laid while yet 
Warm on their mouths. Among others that ſuffered 

death in this affair was a ſick Jeſui:, who. had net- 
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130 DESCRIPTION OF CEYLON; &c. 
ther conſented to, nor abetted their deſigns; but 
ſome of them had revealed it in craving his be- 
nediction, and for his concealing the ſecret he 
Joſt his head. The caſtle of Jafnapatnam js 2 
quadrangle, ſtrongly fortified, and ſurrounded with 
high walls; it is the capital of the kingdom, and 
takes up more ground than "the caſtle of Batavia. 
In a ſhort time after the reduction of it, Philip 
-D'Olivero met with and defeated a large body cf 
:Cingaleſe near Achiavelli, which place he alſo poſ- 
leſſed himſelf of, though belonging to the emperg: 
of Ceylon. . 
In the neighbourhood of a large pagode, the re- 
mains of which are ſtill viſible, is a miraculous 
Jpring, twenty-four foods wide, cut out of an en- 
tire rock; the inhabitants ſay that it was cauſed by 
# thunder“ bolt. . _— | 
+: The city of Negapatnam was ſhortly after r- 
duced by the power of the Hollanders, and all the 
other ſtrong-holds in the hands of the Portugueſt 
- ſhared the ſame fate, one after another ; that at 
length Portugal loſt all her intereſt in this iſland, 
and the trade of the cinnamon and other valuable 
commodities produced here were wholly engrolc 
by the Dutch, who having no European enemies 
to contend with, acted in the moſt tyrannical man- 
ner, and convinced the emperor in procels of time, 
that though the Portugueſe were treacherous over 
reaching neighbours, diſobedient ſubjects, and un- 
faithful allies, the Dutch were ſtill worſe, and he 
ſuffered confiderably in the exchange; indeed ht 
merited no better for his very unfaithful dealing 
with each party. 
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A VOYAGE to the North of Europe, 
containing an Account of the Sea Coaſts 
and Mines of Norway and the LA p- 
LANDS, SIBERIA, BORAN DTA, ICELAND, 
ZEMBLA, and other Countries, interſperſed 
with curious Remarks: to which are added, 


ſome authentic Memoirs, relating to the 
ancient Manners and Cuſtoms of the Rus- 


SIANS, Extracted from the Obſervations 
of a Gentleman, employed by the North- 
Sea Company at COPENHAGEN, to make 


Difcoverias.” R 


E 


dame account of thi, treatiſe, and the author of it the 
occaſion of his voyage © the creek of Schalot deſc ribed : 


the /bip in danger of running aground : arrives on 
the Norwegian coaſt : the author lands at Obſlo, 


where he is well received: he ſets forward on an 
land excurſin; the buildings, beaſts, birds, and 
manner of the Norwegians deſcrited : he goes upon 
an elk chace, and is very ho;pitably treated by a 


country gentleman : the falling 1 in beaſis : 


the ſhip ſets fail for Bergben. 


_ HOUGH the following voyage is near an 


hundred years old, it ought not to be over- 


looked for many reaſons; particularly be- 


cauſe it deſcribes the ſoil and manners of coun- 
tries, with which we are as yet but indifferently 


e and that while the candour with which 
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ſtances of it are pregnant with entertainment, 2 
well as conducive to knowledge. It was written 
by a gentleman who was appointed, ſurgeon to a 
thip fitted out by the North-Sea company, under 
the king of Denmark's royal licence, with two 
others, for the improvement of commerce, and 
making diſcoveries towards the Arctic pole; and ve 
ſhall pu ſue the account in the ſame natural order 
in which he has delivered it, except his memoir 


EF concerning Ruſſia, which as they break in upon the 


thread of his narration, we ſhall divide from the 
main body of it, and inſert by way of appendix. 
In the beginning of April 1653, proceeds our 
den having taken in all our lading, together 
with proviſion and other neceſlary ftores, having a 
good pale at ſouth-eaſt, and fair weather, we fail. 
ed from the port of Copenhagen, in company With 
two other ſhips. We ſoon made Kat-Gat, a ſtreigtt 
_ dividing the German from the Baltic Sea; it is 1 
rocky dangerous paſſage, extending from Elſenote 
to Schagerhort, which cannot be leſs than forty 
feagues.. 
- When we arrived abreaft of Mailſtrand, a fmal 
ſea- port city, thirty leagues from Copenhagen, the 
wind veering to the northward drove us back 
at leaſt ten leagues, and forced us into Schalot, the 
firſt port we could make. Here we caft anchor, 


under ſhelter of the caſtle, which has a ruined de- 


folate appearance; but it is a good road for ſhip- 


ping, and its promontory is well known to all wo 


uſe the Baltic trade: here we ſtaid three days, and 
on the fourth, by break of day, the wind coming 
about to the eaſtward, we weighed anchor and pro- 
ceeded on our voyage; but, in about four hour, 
we met the wind again contrary, and blowing hard, 
ſo that we were forced to quit the coaſt of Got 


tenburgh, in view of which we then were, and 
33 Rand 
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it is delivered claims our attention, many circum. 
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ſand over towards that of Jutland ; here we drove 
at a great rate, keeping the lead always g going, on 
account of the ſhallows u ith which this road a 
bounds; notwithſtanding which, had not we had 
a ſkilful pilot and able ſailors, we ſhould have run 
agtound, being at one place in three fathom and 
a half water; but we made a quick tack, and gain- 
ing the advantage of the wind in half an hour S time, 
ſounded at fifteen fathoms water. 
We held on our way here along the ſands, abbot 
the ſpace of two leagues, when tho* we furled all 
| our ſails, except the top-maſt, and did our utmoſt 
to keep clear of it, we were drove into an eddy, 
where we were as ſettled as if we had caſt anehor: 
| we ſhould have found it hard to have got clear of 
this had not the wind varied a point or two to the 
ſurh-ealt, blowing freſh, whereby we were en- 
| abled to oth it. After a few days courſe we had 
E flabt ef Chriſtianſand in Norway, a promontory 
that takes its name from a ſmall village at the foot 
| of it, where there is a ſafe harbour. Our ſtay here 
was very ſhort; for the next day we proceeded to 
| Chriſtiana or Obſſo, the capital city of one of the 
hve governments of that kingdom. | 
Here the company's agents gave us a very cordial. 
reception; and one of them, a merchant in very 
great eſteem, to whom I was in ſome meaſure 
known, behaved to me with prodigious civility ; 
vr be not only ſatisſied my eurioſity, by pointing 
bo me every thing that was worth ſhewing, but 
| commanded one of his ſervants, who fpoke tclerable 
French, to attend me in a ſmall excurſion into the 
| country the day following. We rode to a la-ge 
village called Wiſby, fituated between two hills, 
about nine miles from Chriſtiana, the houſes u here- 
of are built of wood, and covered with turf; they 
are very low, without either iron work or window, 
FLEA a. lattice on the top, whereby the light is 
admitted. 


— 


RN e 
admitted. It is neceſſary to obſerve here, to pre. 
vent the two from being confounded, that the cg. 
pital of Gothland, where the famous marine layy 

were made, bears the ſame denomination. 
The peaſants of Norway are all fiſher-men, and 
_ flaves to the nobility, but remarkably "ſimple ang 
hoſpitable; the women, who look after the cattle, 
of which. here is great plenty, are very handſome, 
though red haired, and fond of ſtrangers : they ar 
alſo excellent houſewives, and in general make 
their own family cloth, The country affords ood 
game, as elks, ſtags, roe-bucks, boars, goats, fab. 
bits, hares, otters, linxes, and wild-cats of yarious 
colours, together with good ftore of wild-foy|, 
Norway is a mountainous country, affording good 
paſturage and excellent wood, but very little grain: 
however, the inhabitants are well ſupplied from 
other parts. In our return to Chriſtiana, we met 
one of the neighbouring gentleman with two ſer- 
vants and a pack of dogs, going upon an elk chace; 
and underſtanding from my attendant, whom he 
knew, that I was a ſtranger, he invited us to par- 
take of his diverſion; to which I was not averſe, 
having time enough to ſpare. After riding with 
him about a mile we met his huntſman, together 
with more of his ſervants, and ten or twelve 
boors, who led us three miles farther into a wood 
full of buſhes, at the entrance of which we dil- 


mounted, and gave our horſes in charge to one of i 


his grooms. ;.  -- 
The game had been prepared the preceding day 
by this gentleman's vaſſals; in conſequence of which, 
we had ſcarce gone forty yards before we perceived 
an elk, who had not advanced far when he drop: 
ed down dead, being ſeized, as they rold me, with 
the falling-ſickneſs, from whence they derive their 
name of elk, which ſignifies a miſerable creature; 
and thus it ſeems they often fall at 3 
: 1 | | 
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of the chace, without affording the leaſt ſport. 
Had not this accident happened, I believe we ſhould 
| have found it hard to have run him down; for we 
were more than two hours in purſuit of the next, 
which I do not think we ſhould ever have catched, 

had he not been alſo ſeized with a fit; however, 
he killed two of the dogs with his fore- feet, which 
were extremely regretted by their owner, who there- 
upon quitted the chace, He ſent home for a cart 
| to draw off the game, and inſiſted. on our going 
with him to his caſtle, which was about four miles 
from Wiſby ; it was an odd ſort of building, void 
of elegance or taſte; but our entertainment was 
plentiful and agreeable. on! 

At my departure my hoſt preſented me with the 
left legs of the elks, aſſuring me that they were 
an excellent cure for the falling-ficknefs ; but I un- 
deceived him with reſpe& to his opinion, by ob- 
ſerving to him, that this muſt be a vulgar error, 
ſince it was a diſorder of which this beaſt could 
not cure himſelf; and he was induced to own that 
he had Jong ſuſpected the truth of this medicine's 
being effectual, but he was now convinced that it 


was not, as well as induced to believe that eating 


this animal's fleſh communicated the diſorder; and 
many inſtances could be onen of the ill effects 


of ſuch food. 
We lay at this gentleman's ſeat all night, and 


after breakfaſt next morning returned to Chriſtiana, 


whence after a few days ſtay we hoiſted fail for 
Berghen, which is one of the beſt harbours in Eu- 
rope, and wherein we were commiſſioned partly to 
unlade: in our paſſage we were becalmed for five 
days, during which we catched as much fiſh as 
ſerved us for a long time after, 
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A defeription of Berghen, and its prculiar traffick : 4 

certain company of me chants whim/ically reguiated 
in thit town: our author reaches Drontheim, and 
ſits aut fer the copper and ſilver mines his enter. 
tar>ment there he dejcends into a mine, which is 
d.{cribed : in danger of a fit : the regulations and 
prſtimes of the m:in:rs: the hoſpitality of a peaſait : 

be returns io Dronibeim, and continues his UCyage 
northward : the ſhip's crew purchaſe a-wind of a 
confurer. : | 0 


ERGHEN is divided into the upper and lower 
town : the latter is built on the ſea-ſhore, the 
former higher up on the rocks: it is a large town, 
and a place of great trade, having formerly been an 
archbiſhop's ſee; but it has not been acknowledg- 
ed ſuch ſince the reformation, which prevails here 
as well as in the king of Denmark's other domini- 
ons. The biſhop's palace was given to the Hans 
towns for the reſidence of their antient merchants, 
fo long as they continued ſingle; but if they marty, 
they are ſtil] obliged to remove. Ihe merchanis 
are called monks, altho' they labour under no other 
reſtrictions, and the ware-houſes bear the name of 
cloiſters. Berghen was formerly under the juriſ- 
diction of a convent: the principal branch of its 
trade is herring, cod, and ſtock-fiſp, which fell well 
in Muſcovy, Sweden, Poland, Deamark, Germany, 
and other parts of Europe. . 6 
Part of our lading being conſigned at Drontheiin, 
to the ſurveyor of the copper and filver mines, 
for the uſe of the men who laboured in the mines, 
and conſiſting principaliy of bread and beer, we 


hoiſted fail for that place, with the wind at ſouth- 
F. 8 1 
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wet, but were ſeveral days becalmed, and catched 


z vaſt quantity of klip-fiſh, which we barrelled up» 
having much more than we could conſume ; they 
are a ſpecies of cod, and called kT) p-fiſh in Germa- 
| ny, which ſignifies rock fiſh, from their always ly- 
ing on or under the rocks. a 1 
When we artived at Drontheim, we applied to 
the ſurveyor to un' ade us as ſoon as he could; but 
| he told us, it was what he could not do, there be- 
ing a particular officer belonging to the mines 
where he now was, whoſe proper office was to ſu- 
| peciatend the proviſions deſigned for the Jabour- 
ers; however, he offered to ſend a meſſenger on 
horſeback for him, whom I obtained permiſſion to 
accompany. The road to the mines was for very 
| rugged, that we could not reach farther than Steck- 
ley that day, which is only eighteen miles from 
Drontheim. After leaving Steckley, we paſſed thro” 
a wood of conſiderable length, abounding with 
| bears, wolves, and linxes, which render it very 
dangerous. | + „ 2 

The next night we came to our journey's end, 
and lodged at the forges, where, according to cuſ- 


tom, we were entertained by the people who have 


the care of the mines, with tobacco, beer, and 
| brandy ; and our hoſt was ſo very hoſpitable, that 
there was no avoiding going drunk to bed. Here 
© | became acquainted with one of the officers of the 
| mines who ſpoke French, and who promiſed, on 
my expreſſing a defire to enter them, to be my 
guide. The next morning, the meſſenger with 
om ] came hither ſet out for Drontheim, together 
ich a perſon proper to clear the ſhip ; and I break- 
| falted with the officer who ſpoke French, and a 
maſter-miner at whoſe houſe I lay, and who pro- 
miſed to be my guide all the way back. | 
| You may be ſure we had a good breakfaſt, for 


che Norwegians ate very fond of good cheer ; af- 
; ter 
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ter which we walked about ſixty paces from th 
forges before we reached the mouth of one of fe. 
mines, being on the top of a high mountain: ol . 
it was erected a machine, not unlike a crane, tum. be 
ed by two great wheels, each guided by a man, zu a 
by this means the ore is drawn up. Here the m t. 
.ter-miner and I, being fixed in a wooden bucks, thi 
Whereto our hands were bound with iron gantle, Wi mi 
were let down fifty fathom deep. 3 ter 
Never was there ſeen a proſpect more hon 
than this, nor a truer picture of the infernal n. 
gions; the rugged caverns, the melancholy flang 
that blazed every were round, and creatures tha 
had a nearer reſemblance to Eds than to men, al 
united to impreſs the ſoul with terror. The miner 
were drefled in black leather coats of mail, ad 
mufflers of the ſame faſtened round their head, juſ 
. -under their eyes, which reached down to the break; 


they alſo have leather aprons on. They have l 

their different occupations; for while ſome are em. 

ployed in dividing the ore from the maſs, othei 

ſearch for new veins of metal, and others go in 

ſearch. of thoſe torrents of water, which often butl 
through the earth unexpectedly and overwhelm then ll ec 
all; but however, if theſe are . the mil- 
chief may be ſometimes prevented. 1 
The maſter-miner imagining I was near beit { 
| ſeized with a cold fit, which is common in thee BY 1: 
8 places, rung a bell, which being a ſignal for the fu 
1 people above to draw us up, we ſoon aſcended wit I. 
f the ſame facility that we had gone down. New] t. 
; was freſh air more welcome to me, than after ba Un 
f ing breathed the unwholſome damps of this ſub' h. 
terranean dwelling. - 1 

5 


1 * 2 
Nr 


This day I dined with the officer who ſpole Bi tl 
French; he was a man poliſhed by his having tra: 
velled, and entertained me with great generoli ei 


After dinner he orgered horſes to go to the filver ir 
| mines; 
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mines; he introduced me to the ſurveyor, who pre- 


ſented each of us with a large glaſs of brandy, and 
| then treated us with beer and tobacco; after which 
| he walked with us to the forges, which were about 


a mile from his kouſe ; and we ſoon after reached 
the mouth of a mine, down which we went in 
the ſame manner as we had done in the- copper 
mines, of which every thing I ſaw here was a coun- 
ter-part. | | ; 1 
The miners never work in winter; and in ſpring 
and autumn they only labour three hours before, 
and three hours after dinner; but in ſummer they 
work four hours in the morning and five in the at- 
ternoon : the reſt of their time they ſpend very mer- 
ily, being fond of dancing and carouſals, and hav- 
ing violins, hautboys, and other muſical inſtru- 
ments to enliven their ſpirits; this they are well 


| able to ſupport, being paid a ſilver crown a day 


whether they work or not. I had an opportunity 


| of ſeeing them engaged in their paſtimes, the fim- 


plicity of which gave me much pleaſure. Theſe 
mines yield a conſiderable revenue to the king of 
Denmark; and there is a good deal of ſilver coin- 
ed on the ſpot as it is raiſed, | IK 
Having finiſhed my review of every thing that 
was worth inquiring into, we went home with the 
ſurveyor, who having treated us with the uſual col- 
lation of brandy, beer, and tobacco, which was 
ſucceeded by a plentiful ſupper, we went to bed. 
In the morning, the maſer-miner and J having re- 


turned thanks to our hoſt for his kind entertain- 


ment, went back to the copper mines; whence, 


| having-taken leave of the officer who ſpoke French, 
| I purſucd the road to Drontheim, accompanied by 


the maſter-miner. 


Night overtaking us before we had reached 
elzit miles on our way, we were forced to quarter 


in the next village, at the houſe of a peaſant, who 


thinking 


140 A » AGE FF oO: 
thinking himſelf highly honoured by the accident, 
did his utmoſt to make the' place agreeable to vs; 
he firſt treated us with beer, tobacco, and branch 
diſtilled from malt; aſter which he gave us for ſup. 
per a couple of pheaſants and a hare, which he hat 
lately killed. When ſupper was ended, we wy. 
lowed in brandy and beer, and were inveloped i 
clouds of tobacco. The maſter-miner was at la 
made dead drunk; at which the peaſant louch 
expreſſed his ſatisfaction, and made what haſte he 
could to put himfelf into the ſame condi- jon: ng 
was I much better; it is the cuſtom of the county, 
and not to be avoided among all ranks of people; 
they have no notion of there being any. pleaſure 
in ſociety that don't center in drunkenneſs and de. 
bauchery. When we had finiſhed our doſe, we 
lay down upon clean firaw, which was ſpread up- 
on the floor for that purpoſe, and flept till mort. 
ing; when I, being the firſt up, made the boor! 
ſon by ſigns underſtand that I wanted the horſes to 
be got ready, being reſolved, if poſſible, to reach 
Drontheim that night. As ſoon as I ſaw that they 
were ſaddled, I rouſed my companion and his hoſt; 
when having once more eat and drank more than! 
would chuſe to make a daily practice of doing, and 
taken our laſt leave of the peaſant, we mounted 
and rode off, reaching Drontheim before the clok 
of day. 1 BE 
In two days after J arrived here, the ſhip, hav 
ing cleared out and taken in her ſtock of proviſion i 
and other neceſlaries, ſet ſail with a fair wind to 
continue her voyage to the northward. After 1 
few days we were becalmed under the arctic po ar 
circle; and ſome of our crew having gotten into 
their heads, that the inhabitants of the neighbour 
ing coaſt, like thoſe of Finland, could rule the ele. 
ments, and diſpoſe. of winds, our captain ſent he ar 
boat aſhore with the mate, whom I choſe out d in 
| | | . | curioliy 


curiolity to accompany, to purchaſe a fair- gale, a 


that time. 


himſelf, did not extend farther than the promontory 
of Rouxella : however, the mate knowing that reach. 
ing ſo far ſoon would be of ſome advantage to us, 
invited the wizard to go on board with him, and 


bargain with the captain, which he did, promiſing. 
him an immediate fair wind to Rouxella; when 


having tied to our fore-maſt a woollen rag, about 


half a yard long and a nail broad, whereon were 


three knots, with orders to untie the ſecond, and 


then the third in caſe the wind ſlackened ; and be- 


ing paid ten kronen, or thirty-ſix ſhillings, and one 
| pound of tobacco, he went aſhore in a little fiſhing 
| boat which had brought him on board. 15 8 TETY 
He was not long departed before the captain, ac- 
| cording to direction, untied the firſt knot,” and im- 
| mediately there blew a briſk gale from the ſouth- 
| welt, which drove us at a great rate, at leaſt thirt 

leagues beyond Maelſtroom, a- whirlpool in the 
Norwegian ſea, fatal to many veilels, and this 
makes thoſe pilots who know the coaſt to keep 
eight or ten leagues out to ſea, to avoid not only 
that, but ſeveral other eddies that are nearer the 


ſhore, as well as the rocks of Oſtraford. 


The wind now beginning to veer a little to the 
| Northward, the captain looſened the ſecond knot, 


upon which the gale ſeitied as before, and waited 


on us till we reached Rouxella: after we had paſ- 
ſed that promontory our needle turned back half 
| an Inch, and had not our pilot been a very know- 
ing man, and well acquainted with the road, we 


ſhould 
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commodity which we certainly needed much juſt at 


We landed at the firſt village we ſaw, and the 
mate, who could ſpeak a little of the language of 
the country, ſoon enquired out the chief necroman- 
cer, of whom he would have bought a gale that would 
lat to Mountmanſkinere, but his power, as he ſaid 
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ſhould certainly have loſt our courſe. He ſhut up 
the compaſs, and diſplayed a flag' on the fore-toy 
maſt head, as a ſignal for the ſhips in company to 
follow our way, In this dilemma we failed two 
days, the pilot going by his ſfea-charts 3 but the 


third day, being very diſtant from Rouxella, the 


needle of the compaſs recovered its proper tone, 
from whence we inferred that we approached the 
North Cape. ih | 

By this time the wind began to fail us, on which 
the captain untied the third knot, and there ſprung 


up a ſmart breeze at north-eaſt, but it ſoon im- 


proved into a- moſt dreadful tempeſt, We were 
now obliged to take in all our fails, and drive be- 
fore the wind under bare poles, not without ima- 
gining this a juſt judgment inflicted upon us for 
infernal commerce ; however, as we were ſome 
leagues from the coaſt of Daniſh Lapland, we were 
in no danger of driving aſhore, and did not ſuſpect 


our being upon any rocks till we ſtruck upon one: 


as ſoon as we felt the ſhock we gave ourſelves up 
for Joſt, and every man fell to -his prayers ; when, 


by great good luck, there came a high rowling fea, | 
which carried us clearly over it: the ſhip had how- |! 


ever received ſome little damage; two or three 
planks in her hold were bulged, and ſhe ſprung. a 
ſmall leak above the keel, at which the water came 
in faſt, and obliged us to ply the pump without in- 
termiſſion, or elſe we ſhould not have been able to 
have lived long upon the ſurface : however, the 
ſtorm was pretty well over, and having a fair gale 
we reſolved to make the firſt pott to refit. 


CHAP, 


= : 


E/ Wons..  B% o u 


at 


Cane ng, 
Hin endeauour to account naturally for the. northern 


p.iple ſelling winds ; the fhip arrives on the caaft of 
Wardbas, and puts into Varanger to reſit: the re- 


ception the crew met with : the religion, ſupenſtilion, 
food and manners of the Laplanders lightly touched - 


upon the women free of their favaurs : the areſs of 
the people deſcribed e the black cat ſometimes taten 
for a familiar : the auther and ſame of: the ſhip's 
crew ſet out on a journey into the heart of the cauns 
mp | | „ 11 
O remove that ſurprize which muſt undoubt- 
1 edly affect the reader, from being told of 
the ſupernatural power of theſe northern people, 
maniſeſted in the ſale of winds, it is neceſſary to 
remark, that, like all other ſpecies of witchery and 


necromancy, this has its foundation in fraud and 


| impoſition 3 thoſe who deal in it ſtudy the weather 
very accurately, and are from conſtant obſervation 
able to foreſee the variation of the winds for ſeve- 


ra] days to come; in making a bargain they are 


careful never to come to a concluſion, till they per- 
| ceive the certain ſign of the approach of the wind 
that is wanted; and when our ſuppoſed conjurer 
F alirmed that his power reached no farther than 
| Rouxella, he really meant no more than that his 
| obſervations were bounded by that particular point, 
and if he ſhould have attempted to have gone far- 
ther, his credit was at ſtake, not being certain of 
| the winds there by any ſigns whatever. This ac- 
count we have received from fome intelligent per- 
ſons who reſided a while in Iceland, where they 
are famous for this kind of traffic, and diſpoſe of 
winds more freely than elſewhere, becauſe this is an 
| land, and being every way open to the ſea, they 
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Vorn 
are more at liberty upon it than elſewhere to in. 
ſpect the variation of the winds. | 

This ſpecies of knowledge is confined among x 
few-people; who pretend to diſpoſe of the wind az 
of their own proper merchandiſe, whereby they 
keep their neighbours in ſubjection, and put fo- 
reigners under tribute; nor are theſe ſtrange no- 
tions and diabolical proceedings to be wondred at, 
in a climate where the miſts of ignorance ſtill pie. 
vail, and erudition has been ſcarcely able to datt 
one lucid beam; but we always find ſuch abſurdi. 
ties wither as reaſon and religion advance, for before 
them barbarity and error always retire, 

As the harbours and creeks are almoſt 70g 
ſible, from the multiplicity of rocks that line the 
_ coaſt, we were obliged to ſail two days longer be- 
fore we could make a proper port. However, at 
laſt we reached the coaſt of Wardhus, the chief 
town of the Daniſh Lapland, where there is a gart. 
ſon of two companies of ſoldiers belonging to. the 
king of Denmark. 

T be collector of the duties ai on foreign- 
ers trading to or from the White Sea judging us 
to be Danes by our colours, and our faluting the 
caſtle, permitted us to paſs on to Varunger, without 
| ſearching us. The country all about ſeemed to 
be very wild, and no man on board had the ſmalleſt 
knowledge of it: the captain, impatient to find a 
place to refit in, as well as to obtain ſome informa- 
tion relative to a part he had never known before, 
ordered out the long-boat, and taking with him 
eight men well armed, rowed towards the town, 
where he arrived in about half an hour. He found 
the port very convenient, and the place populous, 
but the inhabtiants in a ſort of conſternation at the 
ſight of foreigners : they gave him ſmall enCOurage* 
ment for trade, but readily offered to aſſiſt in refit- 


ting ; the ſhip. _ 
| | e 
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Next day we entered the port which is very 
commodious, and diſcharged all our ballaſt, it be- 
ting only ſand, ſhipped to counterpoiſe ſome bales 
of cloth and N of tobacco, with which we de- 
Iſgned to have traded. The goods were locked up 
in a warekouſe near the water-ſide, and a proper 
watch ſet to guard them. To ſome of the principal 
inhabitants we preſented folls of tobacco, which 
being more welcome to them than gold, ſecured us 
their friendſhip: in return for theſe preſents, they 
entertained us with dry fiſh that ſerves them inſtead 
of bread, ſome rein-deer fleſh, a food in my mind 
Inot extraordinarily delicate, together with ſome 
bear's fleſh, and that of other animals, to the nature 
of which we were ſtrangers: they alſo treated us 
with freſh fiſh, boiled without ſalt, and ſerved up 
vich freſh oil, or a ſour liquor common among them, 
by way of ſauce. Their dainties not ſuiting our. 
tale, we ſent for beef and biſcuit from on board, 
ver which, and a cann of liquor, we made our- 
elves merry; but our viands ſeemed as inſipid to 
them as theirs were to us. 

Their drink, which I have juſt now „ mentiohed 

vs ſour, N of an infuſion of | Juniper- -berries, 
ba a grain like lentiles, very. common here, though 
Pot noticed by any botaniſt that I can remember. 
From this grain they alſo diſtil a ſort of brandy that 
Intoxicates as ſoon as ours. Their common drink 
Ney preferred to our beer or brandy, though they 
Wccepted and drank freely of both. 
The religion of Lapland is Lutheraniſm ; but - 
bo they have clergy amongſt them, whoſe buſineſs 
Wt is to inſtruct the people, they are nevertheleſs very 
Poraat, retaining many idolatrous cuſtoms, and ſo 
peritious, that if in the morning they mect with 
ny thing which has had the character of being III. 
dnened, they return home and neglect all bufihels 
br that day; nay, the fiſherman will abandon the 
Yor, V : 1 {{ream, 
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ſtream, and retire with his nets, if he happens i, 
bring up only one fiſh at a time, which is reckon. 
ed a terrible prognoftic of ill Juck, and misfortunes 
near at hand. Both the men and women are Joy 
in ſtature, but they are ſtrong and active; their 
viſages broad, and their noſes flat. I heir eyes are 
ſmall like hogs eyes, and their eye-lids make them 
look as if they were blear-eyed. Their complexi 
ons in general are ſwarthy; befides, they are rough, 
rude, and luſtful; and the women, if they can dg 
it without their huſbands knowledge, proftitute 
themſelves to all comers, without much delicacy, 

The women wear on their heads a coif, not ut 
like thoſe worn in Norway, made of coarſe canvaſs 
nor is their linen much better; their hair is gene. 
rally twifted into two rolls, which hang down on 
each ſide : they wear a ruff of the breadth of eight 
fingers; and their cloaths and ſtockings are either 
coarſe cloth or rein-deer's ſkin, with the hair tur- 
ed outward; and their ſhoes ſomething like thoſe 
worn by the. peaſants in France, are made without 
ſtraps, of fiſh ſkin with the ſcales on. 

The mens coats, which are ſhort, and reach ni 
much lower than the hips, as well as their breeches 
ſtockings, and hat, are made of the rein dee 
ſkin with the hair turned outward ; their hats, e 
rather bonnets, are edged with a ſtrip of either 
grey or white fox ſkin. Some of them wear booy 
of fiſh ſkin, ſo neatly ſtitched, that the ſeams at 
ſcarcely viſible; and their dwellings differ ve 
little from thoſe about Chriſtiana, the light being 
admitted by a ſmall hole in the top of the hu 
They lie hike the other Laplanders; and indeed 
moſt of the northern inhabitants, in a promiſcuvu 
manner, hufbands and wives, ſons and daughter 
maſters and ſervants, firetch themſelves withe 
much ceremony, in the middle of the apartme! 

| ud fence, 
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yon. bears ſkins, which when they riſe are folded 
up carefully, and laid by till night. %% 

Were J ſuperſtitious, the great black cat that at- 
tends on every family, with which the maſter of 
the houſe talks by the hour, as if it were a reaſon- 
able creature, and which accompanies him upon 
whatever party he makes, either of fiſhing, hunt- 
ing, &c. would have confirmed me in the opinion 
tat theſe people were conjurers, and I ſhould have 
condemned poor puſs for a familiar ſpirit. 

When we had unladed the ſhip we hauled her 
aſhore, and found the people of Varanger very 
ready to give us all the aſſiſtance they could; for, 
being much damaged, and there being a neceſſity 
of having timber to refit her, they readily helped 
us, in bringing what we wanted from a neigh- 
douring mountain. OE, 
| As it was very probable that repairing the veſſel 
vould take up ſome time, the ſupercargo propo- 
[ed a journey into the country, to try what com- 
modities were to be had, to two of my ſhip- mates, 
and myſelf; and we readily conſented: I confeſs 
that the defire of gratifying my curioſity was more 
prevalent with me than that of the improvement of 
ommerce, 1 
| Having ſupplied ourſelves with ſalt beef, pork, 
pod biſcuit, by way of proviſion, with cloth and 
tobacco to trade, we ſet forward on the 12th of 
May, conducted by three of the inhabitants of Va- 
anger, whom we followed over high mountains, 
nd thro* thick woods, without meeting any thing 
emarkable, till about four o clock in the afternoon, 
ben we perceived two white bears of prodigi- 
us bigneſs approach, as we thought, to devour 
5; but our guides laughed at the terror which 
hey ſaw impreſſed on us, and aſſured us we need 
ot be afraid, for if we kept our arms ready for 
lence we ſhould not be attacked; and we found 

H 2 that. 
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that they ſaid true; for no ſooner had we prepare 
our fuzees than the bears fled with precipitation; 
whether they were frightened at the fire which ſtruck 
from our flints in preparing our pieces, or ſmelt out 


An hour before night, as we deſcended a moun. 
tain, we perceived at a diſtance a herd of beaf, 
not unlike ſtags, and theſe, our guides told us, 
were rein-deer, Soon after this we came to a vl. 
lage, which conſiſted of about a dozen ftraggling 


being extremely glad of repoſe, for we were bear. 


and regaled on what we brought with us; affe 


zowder, I ſhall no: take upon me to determine, 


houſes, at one of which we took up our lodging, 


ly tired; having marched a long journey with our 
luggage at our backs. We preſented our hal 
with a piece of roll-tobacco, for which he ex- 
preſſed himſelf much obliged, and in return laid 
before us his brandy- bottle, together with ſum: 
dried fiſh, and rein-deers fleſh dreſſed without ſalt 
which, not much reliſhing, we gave to our guide 


which we went to ſleep upon bears ſkin, after tht 
faſhion of the country. In the morning we bar: 
tered with our hoſt and ſeveral of his neighbours 
cloth and tobacco for ſkins of wolf, fox and white 
ſquirrel, beſides four ſuits of the deer-ſkin garments 

which are very warm clothing. 85 | 
Having ſecured his friendſhip with the preſent 
tobacco, he very readily offered to affiſt us wit 
ſome rein deer to carry us forward in our journey); 
and for this purpoſe he blew a horn juſt at his do- 
at the ſound of which fourteen or fifteen of thel 
beaſts came running towards bim; from amo 
which he choſe out fix, and yoked each of the 
to a ſort of ſledge ſhaped like a gondola it tral 
ed upon the ground, and was fixed upon a {qual 
frame, to which were faſtened two poles longer tba 
15 


the ſledge by at leaſt two feet, Here we dische 
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ed two of our guides, keeping him who was con- 
verſant in the languages of the different Laplanders ; 
and putting our cargo of proviſion and merchar- 
diſe into one ſledge, each of us lay down on an- 
other, covered with a bear's ſkin, and thruſting our 
arms up to the ſhoulders, in two leathern girtlis 
placed at the back of the fledge to keep us ſteady ; 
beſides which, we were furniſhed with a long flick, 
at the end of which was a ſtrong ferula to balance 
the ledge, in caſe it ſhould be in danger of overturn- 
ing upon ſtumps of trees or ſtones lying in the road. 

When we were ready to ſet out, our hoſt mut- 
tered ſome words in the ears of our catt'e, which I 


afterwards underſtood from our guide were diree- 
tions whither they were to go; for ſo credulous are 
theſe poor wretches as to think the beaſts under- 


ſtand them. However, ſo accuſtomed are they to 


| this auricular ſalute, that when our hoſt had whiſ- | 


pered all the fix, they ſet off with us, going at a 
| prodigious rate, without keeping any beaten path, 
and never halted till about ſeven in the evening, 
when they brought us to a village between two 
hills, on the border of a large lake; and here at 

the fourth houſe they thought proper to ſtand ſtill, 
beating their feet hard againſt the ground to ſigni- 
fy their arrival, as I ſuppoſe, for the maſter of the 
houſe, and ſome of his people came out at the noile ; 


and having unharneſſed our cattle and releaſed us, 


they adminiſtered to each of us a brimmer of bran- 
| Oy, poured from a juniper cann, of which wood 

all their veſſels were made; this it ſeems was to 
| Tevive our ſpirits, our guide having informed them 
that we were much frightened at being drawn ſo 
very ſwiftly, not being uſed to ſuch ſort of travelling. 
| The rein- deer is of the ſize and colour of a flag, 

with cloven feet like theirs, and hoofs as large as 
oxen ; their horns Are higher, but have not ſo ma- 
Dy ſprouts as thoſe of the ſtag, and the females, like 
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cows, yield milk, of which the Laplanders make 
good butter and cheeſe; they live upon moſs, which 
grows every where in this country, and are yoked 
with a leathern collar to the ſhait of the ſledge, al. 
moſt as a horſe is to the chaiſe,  _ 
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The people of a village, and their manner of lying di. 
ſeribed; t:ibacco a very valuable commodity ; the au- 
thor and his compary trade for ſkins with ſome * 
ceſs ; the ceremonies of a Lapland funeral; they hav 
a ſtolen interview wiih the wife of a jealous Lab. 
tander. | | | 


HE people here were drefled like thoſe «f 
Varanger, except that the women wore 
bonnets like men; and the houſes were ſmall and 
low, covered with the bark of a tree, and admit- 
ting the light from the top. They ſeemed more 
barbarous than thoſe we had laſt converſed with; 
however, we purchaſed their protection by giving 
each man about two inches of tobacco; and our 
hoſt being bribed with a piece rather larger, was 
our aſſured friend. Their language was very dit- 
ferent from that of Varanger, from which we were 
now very diſtant, having travelled more than thir- 
ty leagues that day, this being the territory of 
Mourmanſkeimore. We ſupped on our own pfo- 
viſion, and lay all-night on bears ſkins as uſual. 
Here we trucked our cloaths for others more long 
and commodious, and bartered our tobacco for one 
hundred grey ſquirrels, a fur much eſteemed in 
Denmark. Next day the people provided us with 
fix other fledges, and having treated us with bran- 
dy, and wiſhed us a good journey at parting, Ou 


deer having received their inſtructions as _ 


_ THE NORTH.OF-EVU ROPE. or 
fed with incredible ſwiftneſs, and did not ſtop till 
three in the afternoon, when they brought us to a 
village of eight cottages, pleaſantly ſituated by a 
wood fide on the top of a hill; here we ſaw no in- 
habitants, the reaſon of which, as our guides told 
us, was, that it belonged to the Klops, one of the 
wildeſt Lapland nations, the people of which fly 
from ſtrangers, and ſubſiſt entirely on hunting. 

We baited our deer with moſs, which grew here 
very plentifully, and refreſhed ourſelves wich biſ- 
cuit and beef, and a dram of the brandy with 
which the people of the laſt village had furniſhed 
us, while our interpreter dined upon veniſon and 

fiſh, After about an hour's delay, our guide en- 
deavoured to make our deer go forward; but he 
found it very hard to perſuade them, tho' no Lap- 
lander whatever knew how to manage them better. 

This village was their uſual ſtage, and they had 
no inclination to quit it; in order to induce them 
to it, he uſed a hundred ridiculous and ſuperſtitious 
ceremonies ; he retired to the wood, where he 
muttered charms, and then whiſpered them; but 
he was obliged to repeat his orders over and over 
before they choſe to underſtand him: at laſt he 
prevailed upon them, and they proceeded, but not 

1o ſwifily as hitherto. As we turned down the 
mountain's brow, we-met four Kilops, who turn- 
ed their ſledges off the road, and took another to 
avoid meeting us. In leſs than half an hour we 
entered a long wood, were we ſaw nothing, but 
our ears were dinned with terrible howlings and 
lamentations, for which we knew not how to ac- 
count, nor did we ſtop to enquire into the cauſe, 
Having deſcended another hill, we arrived at a 
little village, where our beaſts ſtopped juſt where 
they thought fit, and gave the uſual ſignal with 
their feet, at which the maſter of the cottage made 
his appearance, whoſe friendſhip we having ſollicit 
| H4 ed 
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ed with a piece of tobacco, he made us welcome; 
and having ſupped, we lay down to reſt as we 
were wont; and indeed, this day, being May 14th, 
we were ſufficiently tired. The next morning we 
were told that we had travelled forty leagues the 
preceding day; but I am apt to believe there was 
ſome miſtake in the reckoning, forty Lapland 
Jeagues being equal to one hundred and ſixty French, 
and five leagues a- day on horſeback is thought good 
riding. | 


Muſcovite Lapland, and having deſired him to en- 
quire if the inhabitants had any thing to barter for 
cloth and tobacco; they produced ſables, ſquirrels, 
and foxes ſkins of divers colours, for which we 
foon bargained, giving moſtly tobacco in exchange, 
When we had finiſhed our buſineſs we ſat down 


to drink with them; and tho' they were not quite | 


ſo brutal as ſome others with whom we had deal- 
ings, they were rude, flovenly, and extremely inde- 
cent. Our hoſt here furniſhed us with as many 
Nledges as we wanted, and we ſet off with great 
ſpeed, through different unbeaten waſtes, and did 
not meet even the ſign of an habitation, till about 
ſix in the evening, when we reached two huts, the 
reſidence of two Kilops, whom we faw fly, toge: 
ther with their families, as we approached. About 
eleven at night, having made a moſt fatiguing jout- 
ney, we came to a large village at the bottom of a 
hill, by a river ſide, in the middle of which our 
cattle halted, and the maſter of the houſe, which 
we entercd, treated us with great civility, lighting 
up a fire in the middle of the hut to warm us, and fe- 
galing u with brandy, falt fiſh, ſalt veniſon, ſalt butter 
and milk: this was the beſt fare we had found 
ſince our ſetting out, and we ſhould have ſupped 
like princes had we had any bread left, but our 


ſtore was unhappily conſumed, This was the * 


Our guide informed us that we were now in the | 
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{alt we bad found uſed in. theſe territories, and our 
uide would not meddle with it, but eat ſome 
freſh veniſon that he had brought with him. 

In the morning we found they had nothing 
to trade with, neither could they ſupply us with 


ledges; ſo we crofled the ſtream, defigning to 
proceed to Kola. We came in a little time to an- 


other village where we were furniſhed, and arrived 
about noon at Kola, a little city about ten leagues 
from the North Sea, built by a river ſide, having 
very high mountains on the ſouth, Mourmanſkei- 
more to the weſt, and large deſarts and foreſts to 
the eaſt ; it conſiſts of one indifferent ſtreet; the 
houſes are wood, handſomely roofed with fiſh-bone, 
and on the top there is a hole left, as in other parts 
of Lapland, to let in the light. The inhabitants 
of this place, and indeed of Muſcovy in general, 
are very jealous, and lock up their wives on the 
approach of ſtrangers. 


The perſon with whom we lodged at Kola, took 


all our cloth off our hands, and gave us, by way 
of barter, two lynx ſkins finely ſpotted, ſome er- 
mines, three dozen of white fox ſkins, and haf a 
dozen of Wyetfras, an animal not unlike a badger, 
but. with longer rougher hair, of a very dark red 
colour, and a tail like a fox; he alſo ſupplied us 
uh proviſion enough to laſt us to Varanger, and 
Hedges to the fide of the river we had ſo lately paſ- 
fed, in return for ſome odd ells of cloth that we had 
remaining, | | 

in the morning, ſome of the town's people en- 
quired whether we had any tobacco left, and being 
avlwered in the affirmative, ſoon brought in furs 
enough to purchaſe all we had, except ſeven or 
eight rolls that we kept to pay our way back to 
Varanger, for tobacco is more valued by them 
than money, and a piece of the length of one's 
linger is preferred to a crown piece; for which 
lealon any perſons who chuſe to travel this wild 
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and unfrequented country, ought to ſtock them. 
lelyes well therewith ; fince it will procure them 


Tein-deer, ſledges and other neceſſaries much ſoon. 


er than coin. The kings of Denmark and Sweden, 


and the czar of Muſcovy, have taxed it ſeverely; 


there being collectors ſettled in every frontier town, 
to gather the impoſts upon it. When our buſineſs 
was over, we fat down and made merry with our 
chapmen, over ſome brandy, which they toſſed of 


as we do beer. 
About two o'clock in the afternoon we ſignified 


to our hoſt, that it was time for us to depart, on 


which he provided us with rein-deer and ſledges al. 
moſt in a minute, and packed up our furs for us very 
tightly, furniſhing us with biſcuit, ginger-bread, 
and ſalted rein-deer veniſon, beſides a ſmall rund- 
let of brandy ; we ſet out, and, in my opinion, 
travelled much faſter to the river than we had 
hitherto done. We ſoon croſſed over, and went 
directly to our old quarters, where our landlord, in 
hope of getting more tobacco, received us very 
Joyfully ; he immediately preſented us a cup of 
brandy, and had we choſen it, would have got us 
ſledges and deer that inſtant to carry us forward; 


but we preferred reſting with him for that night, 


there being no village for ſeveral leagues from his 
habitation : hearing our determination, he aſked us 


to accompany him to the funeral of one of his neigh- 


bours, who had been about four hours dead. 
This invitation was what we were extremely 
glad of, having heard much talk of their funeral 


ceremonies, Wherefore we accepted of it, and ac- 


companied him to the houſe of the deceaſed ; where 


we ſaw the corpſe, which, all to his hands and | 


face, was wrapped in linen, removed by fix of 
his moſt intimate friends, from the bear {kin 


| whereon he had expired, into a wooden coffin, 


with ſome brandy, dried fiſn and veniſon, to ** 
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ft him on his journey to heaven; in one hand 
they put ſome money to pay the keeper of paradiſe 
gate, in the other a certificate ſigned by the prieſt, 
and directed to St. Peter, informing him that the 
bearer had been a good chriſtian, and ought to 
be admitted into heaven; and at the head of the 
coffin was placed an image dreſſed like a pilgrim, 
which they called St. Nicholas, being one of the 

ſeven deacons mentioned in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 
This is a ſaint greatly reverenced in all parts of 


Muſcovy, who is ſuppoſed a particular friend to 


the dead; wherefore his image is always fixed 
near a corſe inftead of a crucihx. They next 
kindled a fire of fir-tree roots at a diftance from 
the body, weeping bitterly, and expreſſing their 
ſorrow by the moſt extravagant noiſe; after which 
they went round it feveral times in proctſſion, de- 
manding the reaſon of his dying? whether he was 
out of humour with his wife ? whether he ſtood 
in need of meat, drink, or cloaths ? if he had not 
ſueceeded when fiſhing, or loſt his game when 
hunting? After aſking theſe and a thouſand other 
queſtions equally frivolous, they fell to their ſcream- 
ing Jamentations again, while an attendant prieſt 
every now and then ſprinkled the corſe and the 
mourners alternately with conſecrated water. 

Being quite weary of thefe barbarous rites, we 
returned to our quarters, leaving our hoſt behind 
us, to complete the ceremony ; on our entering the 
cottage, we ſaw a woman retiring haſtily, whom 
our guide purfued and brought from the place of 
her retreat; it proved to be the wife of our hoſt, 
who had ſtolen out of the chamber whereto her 
buſband had confined her; on our entering, ſhe 
came very willingly among us, when ſhe found her 
huſband was abſent, 2nd examined us all attentively 
one after another, appearing to be good humoured,, 
and well pleaſed with us; when ſhe had ſatisfied her 
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curioſity ſhe ſat down with us, and ſhewed us ſome 
little fort of embroidery of her own doing, which 
| think was very pretty. After having taſted oy 
proviſions, but particularly cur ginger-bread, which 
. ſhe ſeemed to like, and drank two or three glaſſes 
of brandy, ſhe retired, for fear of her huſband's re. 
turn; who would certainly have reſented her hay. 
ing taken ſuch liberty, had he catched her amorg 
us. When he came home, he inſiſted on our ent- 
ing and drinking with him, after which we ſmoaked 
a pipe, and as our guide would not touch any 
thing that was ſalt, he was furniſhed with a bez. 
collop, which he broiled on the coals, and ſome 
dried fiſh. 

Next morning, being the 18th of May, we roſe 
early, and were ſoon furniſhed with convenient 
fedges, and excellent rein-deer, which carried us 


at the rate of ſix leagues an hour; we met in our 


way, a Laplander who was going to hunt, he had 
. Tkaites on, above feven feet and a half long, on.y 
_ four fingers broad, and flat at the bottom, with 
the help of which he made as much way over the 
 fnow, which often lies unmelted till Midſummer, 
as we did with our carriages ; his dreſs was dcer- 
| Kin embroidered with tinſel, and he bad a girdle cf 


the ſame ſort round his waiſt, a large quiver at his 


back, a dart in one hand, 05 a bow in the other, 
with a great black cat following at his heels. Be 
kept up with us til! we had paſſed the mountain 
on which we met him, and then ſtruck down an- 
other road. 
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CHAP. v. 


A general character of the men and women of Lap- 
land, and of the province in general; thur beaſts 
and. birds, but particularly the white crow taken 
notice ; the ſhip ſails from Varanger, gains ſight 
of Spitzbergen, and is vaſily incommoded with ice, 
but at length gets clear; they put into port, and the 
author makes another journey in land. 


JA the 21ft, we arrived ſafely at Varanger, 
about nine o'clock at night, having made 
the ſame ſtages, and met with nothing extraordinary 
in our return, which took up three days; and from 
what I was able to collect, from obſerving the man- 
ners and diſpoſition of the people, in my grogreſs 
thro* Lapland, I may venture to affirm them, how- 
ever ignorant and wretched, extremely honeſt, 
and abſtracted from all notions of fraud; they are 
but little inclined to war, for if they come to un- 
cerſtand that their ſovereign, as the king of Den- 
mark or Sweden, or the czar of Muſcovy, wants 
ſoldiers from among them, they quit their dwell- 
ings and ſkulk in the woods, to avoid being forced 
into the ſervice. They pitch the dart with great 
cexterity, will hit a mark of the ſize of a crown 
piece at the diſtance of thirty paces ; and in hand- 
ling their bow and arrow they are fo very nice, 
that they can ſhoot a bird on the wing, in what- 
ever part they think proper. 

The women of the Muſcovite Lapland, who 
are kept under greater reſtrictions than thoſe of 
the other Laplands, make all the cloaths of their 
tuſbznds and family, which they embroider round 


the edges with tinſel thread drawn between their 


teech to a ſurprizing fineneſs. They work very 
| neatly, 
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.neatly, are handſome, well ſhaped, and good hy. 
moured ; and ſo extremely lewd, that were they 
not narrowly watched, they would give themſelye, 
up to the firſt comer, „ 

They have plenty of fowl, as geeſe, ducks, and 
pullets, in this part of the world, that feed either 
upon the grain of which they make their drink, or 
dried fiſh, Here is alſo a bird of prey of a deep 
pearl colour, as large as an eagle, but reſembling 
it otherwiſe only in beak and claws ; his head i 
like that of a cat, and his eyes are red and ſpark. 
ling; he only picks up hares and other fmal! 
game, Moſts of the beafts of Lapland are white, 
as wolves, foxes, hares, &c. but what is very ſur- 
prizing, their crows, their feet and bil] excented, 
are alſo white. They have a ſmall cur, which 
is a good mouſer, and watches for his little prey, 
on which he feeds Tike a cat ; theſe, though very 
ugly, are held in great efteem ; they are not pa- 
ſing a foot long and four inches high; the whole 
head, except their ears, which prick up like a 
wolf's, is formed like that of a rat, its tail curl, 
and its hair, which is a light yellow, is ve 
rough, and generally ſtands on end; the ff 
which ſerves them inftead of bread is called roff; 
it is firm, ſubſtantial, and, if you except the fat, 
well taſted, it has no bones, is very broad, and 
about two or three ells long; they have plenty of 
other ſpecies of fiſh, which they commonly eat 
boiled; and it is remarkable, that notwithſtanding 
their natural antipathy to falt, they rather chuſe to 
boil their meat in ſalt water, if they live near the 
fea, than in freſh, | | 

In two or three days after our return, the cap- 
tain had repaired the ſhip's damages, and took in his 
lading and ballaſt ; in the mean time our crew plied 
the inhabitants with brandy and tobacco, by way 


of bribe, leſt their conjurations ſhould A” 
” | | the 


S 
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the winds to oppoſe us. We ſet fail from Varan- 
ger May the 26th, with a Hae as much in our fa- 
Your as we could poſſibly deſtre, which the ſailors 
attributed to the friendſhip of the Laplanders ; 
but the breeze ſhifting in a ſhort time after, we 
brought to under the iſland of Wardhus, and the 
commandant of the caftle knowing who we were, 
came off to us in a ſhallop, and we entertained him 
to his ſatisfaction, ' the wind ſettling to a point, the 
enſuing day,'we proceeded on a north-eaſt courſe, 
with our ſails all looſe; and in three days entered 
2 latitude where we had no night, the ſun, being 
always on one fide or the other of us, and never 
inking below the horizon, | - 

May the 31ſt, the high lands of Spitzbergen 
being in fight, the wind blew fo hard from the 
I north, that we were obliged to ſtand in for the 
ſhore for ſhelter's ſake, under an eaſt-ſouth-eaſt 
| courſe ; for the three following days we were ſo 
incommoded with ice, which ftruck violently on 
every fide of vs, that we were afraid of foundering; 
this induced us to try to get under the protection 
of a promontory to the eaſt, but the wind conti- 
nuing very high over at north, we ſteered for the 
coaſt of Borandia; and in ſome few hours entered 
[a good bay, where we found a ſafe haven and wa- 
eat twelve fathom ; and here, to our great joy, 
We © diſcovered lying at anchor our two conſorts, 
from which we had been ſeparated off Varanger by 
the ſtorm ; we hung out our flag and fired three 


puns as a ſalute, which they anſwered with ſix and 


ail their colours diſplayed. | 
The wind continued for twenty-four hours ſo 
high, that our long-boat could not be hoiſted out, 
and we were impatient to know how they had 
eſcaped the tempeſt, for we had feared they were 


loſt; however the gale ſlackening, we went on 


board one of them; from which we learned that 
they 
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they had been driven on the coaſt of Juhorſkt, when 
they had like to have run aſhore in three fathon 
water, the ſounding ſhifting variouſly, and the 
ground being very rocky; but they had juſt tins 


to tack about, under favour of a north- north. eat 
wind, and kept out to ſea, though not without fone] 


difficulty; however, after beating about for thice 
days, they reached the bay where we found them. 
After mutual congratulations, on. account of ſee. 
ing each other ſafe, we held a council, wherein ye 
| debated of the manner in which we were to pro. 
ceed upon this coaſt ; and it was at length deter. 
mined that a captain, a ſupercargo, two accompt- 
ants who underſtood the northern dialects, and [, 
together with twenty ſeamen well armed, ſhoul! 
go aſhore and take with us ſeveral days proviſions, 
and ſome, goods wherewith to traffic. | 


7 


This agreement was immediately put in execu- 
tion; the company was ready, and the long - boats 
hoiſted out, which ſoon conveyed us to land. 
Here we aſcended a hill, to try if we could diſcover 
any habitation, but could not; on which we ad- 
vanced towards a neighbouring mountain, and 
here, among ſome buſhes of thorns and briers, we 
ſpied five or fix men, who fled as ſoon as they ſaw 
us, and were quickly out of ſight; we foliowed 
their track as well as we could mark it, and after a 
march of about two hours as we ſloped down tie 
Mountain we ſaw ſome cottages at a diſtance, and 
near them thirty or forty men armed with darts 
and arrows, and ſeemingly ready to annoy us; ond 
nearer approach we were ſomewhat intimidated at 
the appearance, and were abſolutely about retreat- 
ing to our ſhips, knowing that nothing was to be 
had by an engagement with people ſo wild and 
barbarous, when one of the. accomptants freely of- 
fered to advance ſingly, and hail them as friends; 
and to inquire if they had goods and were diſpoles 
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to traffic: for this purpoſe he approached them, 
carrying two rolls of tobacco and a ſmall keg of 
brandy. When he came within hearing, the per- 
ſon who appeared to be their chief hailed him in 
the Muſcovite language, deſiring to know our in- 
tentions; and on being anſwered that we were mer- 
chants come to trade with them, free from any 
hoſtile deſigns, they ſeemed ſatisfied and bade him 
draw nearer; on which he made ſigns for us, and 
we ſoon joined companies, agreeing very well, for 


they ſoon took all the brandy and tobacco we had 


brought aſhore with us off our hands, giving furs 
in exchange; and finding that they had a great 
quantity remaining, we perſuaded them to bring 
them to the beach, telling them we had brandy and 
tobacco enough to barter on board ſhip. . 

Boats ſoon came off from the veſſels, in which 
we carried our chapmen, who admired them vaſtly, 
on board, whither they came, made each man a 


picſent of about an inch of tobacco, and poured 


cut to each a brimmer of brandy, entertainment 
which made them, to all appearances, infinitely 


happy. | | 


| | We purchaſed all the furs they had brought with 
them, which they told us was the only commodity 


of the country, and that if we choſe to travel in 
land, they could conduct us as far as Siberia; there 


| being rein-deer and fledges in which two people 


uſually ſat, the deer being ſtronger than thoſe of 


Lapland ; accordingly we agreed with them to be 


our guides backwards and forwards, promiſing them 
two rolls of tobacco, and a couple of quarts of 
brandy, for which they were to provide us with 
every thing neceſſary. 1 , 
The bargain being confirmed, they were plied 


| with another bumper of brandy each, and went 
| aſhore to get ready for the journey. The other 


natives, encouraged by the report of theſe, came 


down 
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a A VOYAGE TO: 

down in troops to the water- ſide daily, not ſcrupling, 
after ſome ſlight demur, to go on board the ſhip, 
where they ſold their goods and were treated with 


brandy, the delight of their hearts; in return fe 
which they invited the ſailors to their habitationg, 
They are not ſo tall as the Laplanders, they haye 
large heads, fat broad faces, little feretty eyes, fat 
noſes, and fwarthy complexions; their legs are 
{ſhort and thick, nor are the women a jot handſome: 
than the men, dreſſing in the fame manner and go- 
ing through the ſame exerciſe; their cloaths arc 


white bear-ſkin with the hairy fide outward, and 


conſiſts of a jerkin that reaches down to the knees, 
a ſtrait pair of breeches, ſtockings, and a cap; 


with ſhoes made of the bark of a tree. They 


maintain themſelves by hunting, roaſt all their meat, 


and eat it without ſalt; they have no bread but uſe 


fiſh in the place of it, and their common drink is 


water in which juniper-berries have been left to ſtec 


till they rot; for they have no notion of boiling it, 
nor du I think it a diſagreeable beverage, at lea 
where there is nothing better to be-had., 
Their huts are low and oval, covered with fil 
bones, and having no light but what comes in at 


the door, which 1s ſomething like the mouth of 


an oven; they have no notion of religion, and live 


like beaſts, without any reſtrictions; they drink 


immoderately when they can get brandy, and the 


moſt valuable preſent you can make them is either 


a little brandy or tobacco, which you can change 
very advantageouſly for fur; nor do they ſeem to 
know the value of any thing elſe but money, 
which they have ſome little among them. 
Word being brought that fix fledges, being il 


they could get, were ready for us, we put nt 


one to the amount of near four thouſand pound in 


tobacco, brandy, gold, ſilver, and copper the ſu⸗ 


percargo and I rode in one, fitting oppolite to . 
1 | - anothe), 
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| another, our accomptants, the two Borandian guides, 
and our ſeamen, for we had one from each ſhip, 
were divided in three others, in the fifth was a ſailor 
by himſelf with tobacco and brandy ; and the ſixth 
was fiored with provitions and ſome other things. 
Being all ſettled in our carriages, we ſet off, and 
ran at the rate of twenty leagues in eight hours, 
traverſing plains, foreſts, dales, and mountains, 
without meeting a living creature ; ; this being a ſort 
of ſtage, we refreſhed our cattle with moſs, and 
ourſelves with beef and biſcuit, while our Boran- 
dtans, who neither liked our bread nor meat, fed 
upon dried fiſh, ſteeped in oil, after which we all 
drank at a neighbouring fountain, and crowned the 
banquet with a glaſs of brandy; which meal hav- 
ing finiſhed, we mounted again, and after a courſe 
| of three hours, put up at a large well built village 
at the foot of a mountain, whete we were obliged 
to divide our company, one cottage not being ſuf- 
heiently large to entertain us all; we flept on bear- 
ſkins, and our brandy and tobacco procured us a 
good reception; after having ſlept for fix or ſeven 


hours. we went among __ inhabitants to tro, 
and for money and per prrchofed leven pair of 


ſables, three hundred grey ſquirrels, and two do- 
zen of ermin, beſides wolf and white fox ſkins ; to- 
bacco was not ſo good a commodity here as on the 
coaſt, a circumſtance which did not diſpleaſe us, 
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16% A VOYAGE TO | 


Arictions laid on the fale of fables; a bark buil 


We, fer Siberia. 


- they eat their meat either boiled or broiled on the 


change their dwellings like the Kilops. They ate 


of religion, and their clnathe are made Of ths 


men, who are dextrous hunters, and the men, l 


At their backs they carry a quiver, and a ſtone that 


: C H A P op VI "3 
The author. continues his journey in land; ſome r. 


without any iron-work; great danger in ſelling 
fables to any but the czar ; the induſtry of the in. 
habilants of Vitorza; a voyage made in one of the 
country veſſels to Pezara, where the author and his 
company are heartily" enterigined ; and then ſet uit 


FREE only diverſions and occupations of thele 
people are hunting and fiſhing ; in ſummer | 


coals, and provide enough, during the ſeaſon, to 
ſerve them in winter, preſerving it for that time, 
by drying it in the ſun on the houſe top, cut in 
pieces; and this is the only dreſſing they beltoy 
upon it. Their cottages are low and flat-rooted, 
covered with turf or branches of trees; they 


very ſtupid: and brutal, without the ſmalleit notion 


white bear's ſkin, their. coats coming below the 
calf of the leg, and having a broad girdle about 
their waiſts; the only difference between the wo- 


that their hair hangs in twiſts on their ſhoulders, 


will cut like a razor hangs at their girdles ; their 
bow-ſtrings are the parings of a tree, and they ge- 
nerally bear a tough cudgel ſharp at one end, bf 
way of defence, in their hands. OY 
When we had gotten what we could here, ve 
each of us took a farewell glaſs of brandy and got 
into our ſledges, our deer going at the rate of nine 
hours before they halted, which they did at a vi 
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THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 165 
lage of a few huts, which were deſerted ; here we 
| refreſhed ourſelves and our beaſts for about three 
hours, and then proceeded on our journey, We 


were now fifteen hours without ſeeing any humen 


creature, or even the ſign of one, which we over- 
took three hunters on the brow of the hill. One 
of them was dreſſed after the Muſcovite faſhion, in 
a long flowing robe, girt round his waift, with a 
irdle four inches broad ; it was white, edged with 


a fine black, his cap was made of a black fox's ſkin, 
ſomething like a ſailor's bonnet, his breeches and 


ſtockings were the ſkin of a rein-deer, and his 
ſhoes ſuch as they wear at Varanger; the two 
other perſons were equipped like us, in white bear 
ſkin, with the hair outſide; theſe laſt carried at 
their backs, furs, ermines, ſables, wolf ſkins, whole 


fox ſkins, and bear ſkins with the tails hanging to 


them, the former only carried a dozen white crows, 


and ſeven fables tucked under his girdle ; we were a 


good deal ſurprized when he came up, to ſee our 
Borandian guide, after having talked to him for 
ſome time, give him his place in the ſledge, and 
aun; m | MOST rr Err 
Neither the ſupercargo, who rode with me, nor 
I, could tell how to account for this complaiſance z 
however, we purſued our journey for the ſpace of 
another hour, without meeting the ſmalleſt ſign of 
inhabitants; at laſt having reached the top of a 
very high mountain, we perceived at the foot of it 
ſeveral houſes built cloſe together, forming a ſmall 
town, and had a diſtin view of the ſea. When 
we arrived at the village, we found from the re- 
ſoect paid him by the people of it, and their rea- 
dineſs to attend us at his order, that the perſon 
who had diſplaced our guide was a man of ſome 
note, i „ e | 
| He received us into his houſe very kindly, and 
ſold us ſome good ſkins, and then he ſent his ſer- 
i | vant 
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166 A VOYAGE TO 


vant about town to jaquire.1f any. perſon choſe to 


traffic for tobacco and brandy. They brought us 
a good number of chapmen, and we purchaſed 
above one thouſand five hundred ſkins of all forts, 
except ſables; and theſe no body dare ſell: but of- 
ficers appointed to preſide in public ware-houſes eſta 


bliſhed by the czar's authority to manage this traf. 


fic; ſuch as deal in it, without his eſpecial licence, 
are ſure of being ſeverely puniſhed ; and if it is 
diſcovered that any perſons have attempted to ſmuggle 
theſe ſkins, they forfeit all the goods then found in 
their cuſtody. | 
Our cargo being too great for a ſledge, our hoſl 
lent us a ſmall bark, for a certain reaſonable quan- 
tity of tobacco and brandy, which he manned 
with ſome of his own ſervants ; and with theſe, 


under the. care of one of the ſailors, who accom- 


panied us, and was a ſkilful ſeaman, we did not 
fear her reaching our ſhip, though ſhe lay above a 
hundred?eagues diſtant. This bark was ſharp at 
each end and broad in the middle, like a gondola; 


It was entirely of wood, joined with pegs, and 
had not any ſort of iron ſtruck into it, not fo much 
as a nail; its two anchors which were very weighty, 


were of wood, and in the middle of the veſſel was 


a fir-tree maſt, to which was faſtened a ſquare piece 


of coarſe cloth, made from the rind of a tree, by 
way of ſail; and the cordage was of the ſame 
ſtuff, as well as the cables, which were pretty ſtrong, 


There being no officer near, juſt as ſhe was ready | 


to put off, we privately ſlipped on board her thirty 
pair of ſable-ſkins, for which we paid our hol 
ready caſh, and immediately after ſhe got under 


way. This was riſking boldly, for had there been 


any ſearchers at hand it might have proved his ruin, 


becauſe in that caſe he had not only been corporally 


puniſhed, but alſo ſent with all his family to woik 
in the mines of Siberia. 
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| The bark being out of fight, the ſupercargo, the 
accomptants, and our landlord, ſat down to drink, 
while the two ſeamen and I walked out and took a 
view of the place, which was called Vitorza ; the 
ſituation being very pleaſant, having two mountains 
| riſing on each ſide of it to the height of a league: 
the houſes were built and covered very handſomely 
with fiſh bones, the crannies being well ſtopped 
with moſs, and in ſome places that were moſt ex- 
oſed to the wind, with turf very neatly laid; on the 
| top of the houſe was a fort of lattice to admit the 


light, and the door, like what we had ſeen in other 


parts of the country, was built like the mouth of 
an oven. 47 

The inhabitants were dwarfiſh, ſwarthy, flat- 
noſed, and ill- featured; the women and children 
ſeemed all induſtrious, being buſied in making 
ſails, or fiſhing-nets from the bark of trees, their 
needles being fiſh-bones, and others were employed 
with knives or hatchets in different branches of bu- 
ines, 


And here, as our commodities were not half 


diſpoſed of, and we were in a country aboundin 
with furs, we held a council, wherein we ta. 
in what manner we were now to diſpoſe of our- 
ſelves; and at length determined, as our commiſ- 
tion for traffic and diſcovery was very extenſive, to 
proceed as long as we found the trade good, and our 
calh, brandy, and tobacco held out, Having ta- 
ken this reſolution, we ſent our guides back with 
the rein- deers and ſledges, entruſting them with 
letters to the three captains, acquainting them with 
our ſucceſs and reſolutions ; and then with the hel 
of our hoſt of Viizora, who was kind enough to 
embark with us, we hired a bark to carry us. to 
Pezora, the capital of a principality of the ſame 
name, on the north coaſt of the Muicovite ſea, 
: which 
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168 A VOYAGE TO 
which we reached in fifteen, hours, having all (he 
voyage kept cloſe along ſhore.  —_ | 

The better fort of people among the Muſcovites 
are rude, jealous, and quite unpoliſhed ; I ſay the 
better ſort, for there are ſcarcely any noblemen or 
Cen in the whole country; and for this rea. 

on we were not ſurpriſed to find a collector of 

the cuſtoms who aſſumed the title of governor, the 
principal perſon in Pezora, We attended him at 
the caſtle, where he entertained us with ſome fine 
old metheglin, which was followed by brandy and 
ginger bread, a ſort of collation common all over 

uſcovy. He had the care of the czar's fables ; and 
we bought all his ſtock, conſiſting of five 2immer, 
- a Zimmer being fifty pair; for two of which, being 
all as black as jet, and the fineſt I ever ſaw, we 
gave him one thouſand crowns; we had the reſt 
for eight hundred crowns. They were all ſealed 
with the ducal arms of Ruſſia. When we had paid 
him his money, he regaled us elegantly with roaſted 
wild-fowl, young rein- deer veniſon, which taſted 
very well, and freſh fiſh, two boats having at our 
firſt arrival been ordered out to fiſh purpoſely for 
our entertainment. After this meal we ſat eight 
hours over brandy ard metheglin. I ſhould cer- 
tainly have been very drunk, had not I every now 
and then eat a biſcuit; and indeed, to do the Mul- 
covites juſtice, their bread is excellent. At length, 
being al overiaden, we lay down on white bear- 
ſkins, for here were no beds, and ſlept comfortably 
{ix or ſeven hours; each of us, at our riſing, being 
preſented with a bumper of brandy. 2 

After breakfaſt, an officer was ordered to attend 
us through the town, which progreſs we made with 
a double view of ſatisfying our curioſity, and trat- 
ficking with the people; we ſoon found numbers of 
chapmen, and for four hundred ducats purchaſed 


one hundred and twenty wolf ſkins, and five oy 
| 9 . re 
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THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 169 
Jred fox-ſkins, all white, two hundred martens, 
| two thouſand grey ſquirrels, and forty-eight er- 
mines, for Which we paid one half in copper, be- 
ing encumbered with it, and the reſt in brandy and 
tobacco. All our goods were ſent to the gover- 
nor's houſe, where they were packed up in bales, 
| covered with the ſame ſort of cloth as the fails of 
our bark, and ſhipped on board a ſmall veſſel, un- 
der the care of our accomptant and three Borandi- 
aus, for whoſe fidelity, the governor, who had let 
it to us for ten ducats, paſt his word; and over 
and above their wages which he was to pay them, 
we gave each man a piece of tobacco. | 
| When our veſſel had failed, having the wind at 
eaſt ſouth-eaſt, we fell to drinking again, and the 
quantities which our hoſt of Vitzora {ſwallowed 
were indeed ſurpriſing ; we ſtuck to it for more 
than four hours, and then compoſed ourſelves on 
bear-ſkins to reſt as before. In the morning, hav- 
ing requeſted it, we were furniſhed with ſeven 
ſingle ſledges and rain-deer to convey us to Siberia, 
being ſupplied with proviſions enough to lait us to 
Papinowgorod, a city bordering on Pezora and Si- 
bera, together with one of the governor's domeſ- 
ticks, who was ordered to eſcort us to the next 
ltage. being but ſeven leagues, and to ſee that we 
ere well uſed, all which ſervices coſt us only four 
ducats; and at parting the governor forced us to 
to's off five or ſix brimmers of brandy. | 
We now got into our ledges, and travelled for 
| four hours thro? intricate unbeaten roads, without 
mecting any thing but four white bears, of an en- 
ormous ſize, which croſſed us, and took refuge in 
an adjoining wood. In about two hours after, 
we ſtopped at a village, the inhabitants of which 
| 
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we ſuppoſed were gone to hunt, as we found the 
cottages all empty. Here we alighted to refreſh 
purſelves, and in the mean time half a dozen fa- 

W 1 milies 


T70 A Ora GE: T0 | 


milies returned from the chace with pretty poof 
luck, bringing in with them ſix bear and fob 
wolt-ſkins, with two ermines and eight fables, 
they would have fled when they ſaw us, had not 
the governor of Pezora's ſervant hailed them in a 
language they underſtood, telling them we were 
friendly merchants bound to Popinowgorod, and 
dealing in ſkins. On this report they abated of 
their timidity, and having ſatisfied their curioſity 
with gazing on us, our language, looks and drelg 
being all ſtrange to them, they bartered all the 
ſkins which they dared to diſpoſe of, for tobacco 
and brandy, and then furniſhed us with rain. deer 
and ſledges to conduct us to the mouth of the river 
Papinowgorod. | 8 


CHA P, VII. 


They meet five exiles in the woods of Siberia; in oe 
whom our author finds a gentleman of his acquaint- 
ance + the cauſe of his baniſhment : the hardjbjs 
 theje poor people endure: their huts deſcribed : on 
of them gives the author a very curious manuſcripi: 
| they catch ſome martens and white foxes - they quit 

the exiles and proceed the danger of their journey: 3 
they arrive at the town of Papinougorod, where th: Wi © 

governor and his wife make much of them: an ii 
ceremony of the lady. 8 


E now left the banks of the river Pezora 
along which we had coaſted for ſome 
time, and went towards that of Papinowgorod, the 
roads being almoſt impaſſable, they were ſo woody 
and mountainous ; however, after being out about 
three-hours, on our approaching a thick wood, we 
overtook five men dreſſed in white bear ſkin, like 
the Muſcovites, each being armed with a gun and 

- | ee 
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a ſheathed knife ſtuck in his girdle, on the oppoſite 
ſide of which hung a pouch. 1 

Our guide, Who was a very good one, ſeeing 
mem advance, ſtopt our deer; by which time be- 
W ing come within hearing, one of them bade us 
| good morrow, in the German tongue, wiſhing that 
they were as free as we. Our ſupercargo, who was 
| a native of Lower Germany, attracted by the ſound 
of his mother-tongue, obſerved the perſon who 
| ſpoke it very narrowly, and then getting out of his 
| fledge, took him in his arms and embraced him; 
be proved an intimate acquaintance, who was lately 
| baniſhed by the Czar for hunting ſables, a very ca- 

pital offence. | Mm 3 

During the time that they diſcourſed, I had lei- 
ſure to ſurvey the other five, when one of them, 
of whoſe features I had a confuſed idea, tho” I could 
W not recollect inſtantaneouſly who he was, aſked me 
| whence I came, and whither I went, in French; 
| then he reminded me that we had been acquainted 
in Stockholm; and on his telling me his name, I 
called to mind that he was a gentleman of Lorrain, 
and at the time I knew him, (when he had ſerved 
me in many things, and offered to procure me a 
good poſt at Moſcow) lieutenant- colonel of a regi- 
meat of horſe in the Muſcovite ſervice :; he was ex- 
E tremely altered from what I had ſeen him, his gar- 
neats were uncouth, his beard was long, his head 
was bald, and T may fay, ſharp melancholy had 
worn him to the bone, for he was reduced almoſt 
to a ſkeleton. 98 5 
| regretted very ſincerely his preſent condition, 
[now changed from what he was, when his birth, 
rank, behaviour, and fortune procured him univer- 
ll reſpect, I could not view him without tears; 


be told me that the Czar had unjuſtly ſuſpected his 
delity, and baniſhed him for three years. The 
delcription he gave me of the hardſhips which he 

a2 5 


and 
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and his companions, one of whom had been a mz. 
jor-general, the ſecond one of the Czar's receiver; 
general, and the third, a man of ſome conſequence, 
endured in this ungrateful climate, were truly 
affecting. | 

Scarce a day paſſed over their heads without their 
being attacked by ſome wild beaſts, which gene. 
rally march in herds in ſearch of prey. They had 
no ſubſiſtence but what they procured, and to te. 
lieve them was a crime which attracted ſevere puniſh 
ment; beſides, they were condemned to ſupply the 
. Czar's officers with a certain number of ſables, under 
the penalty of being ſeverely laſhed with a whip of 
thick hard leather, which leaves their body in a gore 
of blood; all which grievances, added to the gloomi- 
neſs of the place, and the-rigours they endured fron 
the weather, made their lives very miſerable. I hg 
all exclaimed loudly againſt the Czar, and declared, 
that, once their time of exile was expired, the 
would take care to get far enough from his power 
and dominions. We offered. our beſt endeavour 
to facilitate their eſcape ; but they told us this ws 
impoſſible, all the frontiers being ſtrictly guardel 
by forts, to the commandants of which their face 
were well known, and that nothing leſs than the 
crueleſt death barbarity could deviſe would be tix 
reward of them and us for attempting it. 

After having refreſned them and ourſelves up 
the moſs, with ſuch proviſion as we had with 5} 
we reſolved to ſpend a few hours longer with then; 
for we could not think of leaving ſo very ſudden) 
men whom we had known in better days, wht 
fortune {ſmiled upon them: for my part, my i 
clinations would have led me to have ſtaid for 
time among them, but it did not ſuit my. comp! 
nions, who had no views but the profits ariliy 
from traffic in this excurſion, whereas mine ve 


. founded on curioſity ; and I knew the lieutenalW 21 


C0101 


colonel to be a man of excellent ſenſe, and very 
capable of ſatisfying me in my inquiries concern- 


ing Ruſſia, and the countries wherein he had re- 


{ded ;. and this the more fo, as I was ſatisfied that 
the obſervations of. a man of his judgment and ex- 


perience would illuſtrate conſiderably the remarks 


had made myſelf. Thus perhaps will my deſires 
of conſuming ſome time with theſe unfortunate 
people appear rather centered in ſelf; yet I can 
ſolemnly declare, that an inclination to conſole the 
misfortunes of worthy men, actuated me ſtill more 
ſtrongly. = „„ | 
They were joyfully thankful at our offering to 
ſpend a few hours with them, and to encovrage us 
the more, led us to five little hats which they had 
duilt in the neighbouring wood, whereto they ſe- 
parately retired when they choſe to indulge their 
melancholy, and chew the cud of ſweet and bitter 
fancy : here there was room enough to entertain 


us all, and we ordered our guides to unharneſs our 


deer, and convey thither our goods, being reſolved 
here to reſt a while. Compaſſion and reſpect in- 
duced the ſupercargo and me to viſit this reſidence, 
but our companions were influenced by the hope of 
purchaſing good ſkins; for theſe gentlemen inform- 
ed us that they had got ſome valuable ones, be- 
ſides ſeveral fables, which were reſerved entirely for 
the uſe of the Czar, and conſequently could not 


| poſſibly be parted with. 


That neceſſity ſharpens invention, was ſtrongly 


| evinced in the ſtructure of their cabins, which were 


higher than any we had hitherto ſeen in our tra- 
rels, and more commodious, having each two'or 
three rooms, in the ſides of which the light entered 
through a lattice ; they were built of fir, and paved 
vith broad fiſh- bones, that gave the floor the appear- 
ance of jvory; over them waved pleaſantly enough 


| 2 tuit of trees; and to defend them from the de- 


1 predations 
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predations of the wild beaſts, there ran a trench 


round them, paliſadoes with ſtrong poſts, and 


pieces of wood nailed acroſs them, the top of each 
being guarded by a ſpear of fiſh-bone ; thus when 
their gate was cloſed they were as ſecure as if in 
a fortified place : within they had good ſtore of 
biſcuit, rain-deer falted down, and metheglin, be- 
ing moreover well ſupplied with hunting and fiſh- 
ing tackle. „ 1 

While the reſt of the company ſat themſelves 
down to drink, the lieutenant-colonel, who was a 
ſober man, and I retired to another hut to enjoy our- 


ſelves with a more ſociable renewal of our acquaint. 


ance : he then informed me that he deſigned to re- 
turn home, when his years of exile ſhould be expir . 
ed, and gave me his direction in Lorrain. His con- 
verſation was to me extremely entertaining; for 
there was a ſpirit in his deſcription of the wildnels 
of the country, and barbarity of the people that ad- 


ded conſiderably to the picture; this induced meto | 


entreat him to communicate ſome obſervations upon 
the cuſtoms, diſpoſitions, and manners of the Mul- 
covites, telling him of my. intending to publith my 


voyage, and that ſome account of the inland pro- 


vinces, with which I had not time to make myſel 
thoroughly acquainted, would render it ſtill more 


perfect. | 


His reply was, that the preſent time was too pre- 
cious to be engroſſed by ſo general a ſubject ; how- 
ever, he told me, that he had collected his re- 


marks upon the different frovinces of this part of 


the world during a reſidence of ſixteen years; and 


opening his cheſt, preſented me with the manuſcript 
wherein they were copied, which conſiſted of moie 
than twenty ſheets of paper, and which, notwith- 


ſtanding all my oppoſition, he inſiſted upon my 

accepting, ſaying, that they could be of no man- 

ner of ſervice to him, for his ſufferings had ga 
| 1 


THE NORTH OF EUROPE. 175 
him ſuch a diſguſt to the country, that he was ſure, 


whenever he ſhould leave it, the bare remembrance 
of it would be affliting. * | | 


To thoſe memoirs the world is obliged for the 


obſervations on the manners and policy of the Rul- 
fans, as well as the relations reſpecting Siberia 


hereunto annexed, 1 5 

They are uſeful, juſt, and entertaining; and I 
have endeavoured to ſtrike out ſuch parts as I 
thought were heavy, or conſiſted of needleſs. re- 
petitions. To me the colonel's reflections in gene- 
ral, both upon men and things, appeared to be 
accurate and judicious ; and here and there he had 
interſperſed ſome paſſages that ſerved to illuſtrate 
his ſubje from the Muſcovite hiſtory, which he 
was the better enabled to do, as he ſpoke and wrote 
the language as exactly and elegantly as their beſt 
ſcholars ; this however he might eaſily do, for the 


Muſcovites are not over-learned ; they have an in- 


nate contempt for literature, and the- clergy are as 
brutally ignorant as the laity. s 
When my friend and I were wearied with diſ- 
courſe we compoſed ourſelves to ſleep upon bear- 
ins, as our companions did alſo when tired with 
drinking. 0 | | „ 
In the morning we roſe early, and accompanied 
by the five exiles, each of us armed with a gun, 


traverſed the woods, and examined our ſnares to 
[ce what prey we had caught in thoſe we had pitch- 


ed the night before; we only killed a few grey 
martens, and about a dozen white foxes, nor did 
ve Chooſe to fatigue ourſelves with hunting, as we 
vere reſolved to purſue our journey in the after- 
noon, I” 
We returned in a ſhort time to our huts, where, 
together with our hoſts, we dined heartily, drank 
plentifully, and then we took our leave, being tru- 
ly grieved at our not being able to relieve men 4 
5 I's: — 
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ſo much worth. They foreed upon us at parting 
ſome ermines, bears, foxes, and wolfs ſkins, for 
which they would take no money; however, ve 
inſiſted upon their accepting of ſome brandy, to. 
bacco, and cloth, which we took care ſhould ex. 
ceed in value the commodities they had given ug, 
We wept reciprocally at parting ; and having taken 
a laſt farewell, mounted our ledges and continued 
our journey with the uſual expedition. 

In about three hours we came to five or ſix huts, 

inhabited by about a dozen people, from whom we 
bought all their ſkins ; and afterwards, keeping the | 
banks of the river Pezora, villages began to multi- 
Ply ; ſome of them were abandoned, and ſome not; 
wherever we found inhabitants we were ſure of 
having ſome ſkins either for brandy 'or money, but 
none would venture to fel] us fables. We now 
reached a large ridge of high craggy mountains, 
always covered with ſnow, that divide the laſt men- 
tioned country from Borandia. 
This was the moſt fatiguing, diſagreeable, and 
may add intimidating, journey we had hitherto 
made ; for beſides the air, which was extremely un- 
wholſome, and the barren foil, the roads {warm 
with white bears and wolves, which put us often in 
fear of our lives, though I am apt to believe theſe 
beaſts were as much terrified as ourſelves, for they 
fied from us on every fide, perhaps frightened by 
the glittering of our arms, which we took care to 
diſplay to the beſt advantage. 

After labouring among theſe hills, whereby our 

cattle were heartily tired, for more than twelve 
hours, we deſcended into a Siberian village, where 
the people had linen ſhirts, cloſe buſkins, and gar. 
ments of bear ſkins, with the hair on the ovtlide ; 
they appeared to be leſs barbarous than thoſe wit 
whom we had lately converſed, receiving us with 


great hoſpitality, and demanding very civilly our 
| count!ry, 
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country, — and deſtination. Having reſolved 
their queſtions, we bought all their ſkins for ready 
money, feaſted with them on rice-cake, ginger- 
bread, dried fleſh of bear or wolf, drank heartily 
of ſpirits, and then ſlept upon bear- ſkin, in houſes 
built in the manner of thoſe of Lapland. At our - Th 
riſing they treated us with a glaſs of brandy, and 
then we ſet forward for Papinowgorod, which place 
we reached in twenty hour s. 
The governor. of this town ſent for us on our 
arrival, to inquire into our country and bulineſs ; - 
we immediately attended him at his caſtle, and an- 
fwered all his queſtions much to his ſatisfaction. 
When he was informed that we were Daniſh mer- 
chants, who had come hither to buy fur, he treated 
| os in a very friendly manner; and to ſhew his re- 
ſpect for us, ſent for his wife to entertain us, a 
piece of unexpected condeſcenſion. ret 
She made her appearance with a bottle of bran- 
dy in one hand, and a ſilver cup in the other, and 
was followed by a maid who carried a plate of 
ginger-bread ; we faluted her in the Muſcovite 
manner, by bowing our heads, and ſhe untied the 
knot of her ſmock-ſleeve, which dropping to the 
ground, was taken up by our ſupercargo, who hay- 
jag kiſſed it, gave it me to do the fame; after 
| Which ceremony, ſhe hauled up and furled it again, 
and preſented each of us with. a. bumper of brandy 
and a piece of ginger-bread, ſtanding all the while 
near her huſband, at the end of the table, and then. 
| ſhe withdrew, when the governor regaled us with 
an excellent ſupper. - | 
We lay that night in the caſtle upon good beds, 
I mean good ones conſidering the place; and as: 
ſoon as we were ſtirring in the morning, the go- 
vernor waited on us, followed by a ſervant with a. 
bottle of brandy, of which he made each of us 
drain a hearty cup by way of morning's whet.. He 
IS then 
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then produced his ſkins, which, tho' the deareſt we 
| had hitherto ſeen, were well choſen, and worth 
What he demanded for them: when he had dif. 
poſed of his own ſtock, he ordered his ſervants ty 
inquire for chapmen amongſt the town's, people; 
and while the ſupercargo.was making the beſt bar. 
gains he could, I diverted myſelf with walking 


[ 


round the town. 


„ n A RH. 


'The buildings, manners, and inhabi ants of Papinouug- 
rod deſcribed : the perple of S.beria very jealous of 
ther wives : the great virtue of their laws : our 
author and his company quit Papinowgored, and enter 
Samojeda, where the people warſhip the ſun: ther 
arrival on the coaſt of Borandia; and ſetting ſul 
Pr Neva Zembla, where they are avoided by thi 
people an account of the idol Fetizo : our authit 


, gettacked with a diſorder 2 in th:ſe countriu: 


Di method of cure very judicious : an account of tit 


ta- horſe fiſhery, and the value of its horn, 


IE houſes of Papinowgorod are low and 
1 meanly built, of mud or wood, the chinks 
Nopped up with moſs ; the ſtreets are paved with 

pieces of timber, well joined: the country about i 
is very fertile, and well watered by a fine river, 10 
which there is variety of excellent fiſh. The bei. 
ter ſort of people wear a long robe with very clok 
ſleeves of another colour, which reaches wh 
their toes; under it they have breeches, and ſtotk- 
ings of the ſame cloth ; their ſhoes, or rather boots, 
like thoſe of the Polanders, are of blue, red « 
yellow leather, and buttoned: on the top; they went 
cloth caps, lined and faced with ermine, ſable, of 
elſe black fox ſkin, The hair of the women, who 
are fair, plump, and very handſome, is denen 
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of a beautiful cheſaut colour, and flows in ringlets 
down the back; round their waiſts, they have a 
broad girdle, ſtudded with pearls, and their ſhifts 
are made of fine calicoe with ſleeves all ruffled up 
from the wriſt to the ſhoulder, in one of which 


perhaps there are five ells, and this bundle pre- 


vents them from uſing the arms of their robes, 
which therefore hang uſeleſs, being very long, and 
often only pinned on, 'T heir robes or upper gar- 
ments deſcend like thoſe of the men to the feet, of 
a blue, a red, or a violet colour cloth, and are 
lined eicher with ſable or white fox ſkin. D 
The people of Siberia are grave and hardy, they 
handle the croſs-bow well, and are ignorant, chur- 
lith, and avaritious, jealous of their wives, who 
are generally locked up, and if they are not, none 
of them dare quit their rooms without leave of their 
huſbands, whoſe love they prize but .indifferently 
if they are not often beaten, ſuch is the prevalence 
of cuſtom. The religion of this province is called 
Nicholatian: their juſticiary proceedings are all ex- 
peditiouſly terminated, their laws not being ſo intr i- 
cate and perplexed as ours, free from thoſe ſubter- 
fuges and equivocations that refle&t diſhonour on 
the policy of polite nations; there are no pettifog- 
ging deſigning wretches, that prey upon the igno- 
rant and unwary, who, under pretence of relieve 
ing innocence and ſuccouring diſtreſs, enrich them- 
lelves with the ſpoils of the widow. and the father- 
leſs. Perjury is moſt ſeverely puniſhed, the mur- 
derer ſeldom eſcapes with his life, the adulterer 
of either ſex is ftoned to death, and the robber 
meets. with his deſerts; in ſhort, all the courts of 
juſtice are in reality courts of equity; and there 
does not ſeem to be any difference in the terms. 
We call this country barbarous; are not we, When 
compared with them in this light, much more de- 
lerving of that epuhet ? | : 
16 :- When 
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When we had packed up our cargo of (king, 
among which were ſome fables ſold us by the go. 
vernor underhand, we found we had enough to 
load a fledge and a half; beſides which, having 
ſome tobacco and five thouſand ducats left, we de- 
termined to go forward, and march thro' Samojeda 
to our ſhips, in which road we ſtood a good chance 
of diſpoſing of the reſt of our goods, and acquir- 
ing more ſkins. For this purpoſe we purchaſed of 
our governor proviſion enough to laſt us twelve days, 
rain-deer for our whole journey, and a new ſupply 
of brandy, our ſtock being all conſumed. When 
we had made our bargain, and paid our money, we 
were obliged to fit to a drinking-match, as is the 
cuſtom all over Ruſſia, and after ſticking to the 
bottle ten hours, we lay down to fleep, | 
In the morning when we roſe we found every 
thing ready for us to go on. We mounted our 
fledges and went forward: in ſeventeen hours pro- 
greſs, we ſtopped very often to buy furs, and hay- 
ing croſſed the Riphean mountains, in fix hours more 
we entered Samojeda, a deſolate mountainous coun» 
try, full of fir, pines, and juniper; the ground co- 
vered in ſome places with moſs, and in others with 
ſnow, and the road every moment incommoded 
with white wolves, bears, and foxes, which con- 
tributed to our no ſmall terror. | 
When we had reached the 'top of Mount Stol- 

phen, whence ariſes the river Borſogatz, we bait- 
ed at a ſmall village, where we purchaſed ſeveral 
ſorts of ſkins, particularly ſome caſtors and otters; 
and though we proved to the people that there was 
no danger of our being ſearched in the way to our 
ſhips, we could not prevail with them to part with 
ſome ſkins that were prohibited, till we had made 
them courageous with brandy, and then they fold 
us ſome of the beſt fables that we picked up in our 
whole progrels. 

| After 
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After having ſlept four or five hours, in common 
with the whole family male and female, upon the _ 
ground, on ſkins, in the chief hut in the village, 1 
we were awaked by our hoſt ſtirring about and . 
raiſing his family; whereupon they all went out: 1 
my curioſity excited me to follow them, and I ſaw 
them all at a little diſtance from the cabbin, behind 
it, fall down on their knees, and raiſe their hands - 
and eyes to the riſing ſun, as if in worſhip. This J - By 
afterwards was informed they believe to be God. | of 
The people of Samojeda are ſhorter and thicker 
than either thoſe of Lapland or Borandia ; they - BY 
have large heads, flat noſes, unmeaning faces, and * Fl 
ſcarcely any hair ; the women are more ill favoured [ 
than the men ; like them too they hunt with bows 
and arrows, and breed their children to the chace: 
nor is their dreſs much different, except that a lock 
of hair hangs twiſted between their ſhoulders, to 
which is hung a tail of ribbon, made of the bark 
of a tree, extending to their heels. They wear a 
cap furred like a lambſkin, a pair of white bear- 
ſkin breeches, ſtockings, ſhoes, and coats reaching 
only to their knees, of the ſame ſkin ; over all they 
hang a black bear's ſkin, the feet dangling at the 
four corners, and this leans more to the left-hand 
than the right; it is faſtened on the ſhoulders, and 
to it is tied a quiver of arrows. „ 

Having bartered all our wares in this country, 
and ſtocked ourlelves handſomely with ſkins, in 
twelve days we returned to our ſhips which await= 

ed us at an appointed place on the Borandian coaſt, 

Here having put all our purchaſes on board, we 

paid off our guide, and embarking in two hours 
after, ſailed with a fair wind for Zembla, which 
we came in ſight of the next day. In the afternoon 
we caſt anchor near the ſhore, in a good depth; as 

the weather was clear we could perceive at a diſ- 

tance about thirty men, of more barbarous appear- 
ance 
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ance than any we had hitherto met, armed with 


bows and arrows, and bent on their knees worſhip. 
ping the ſetting ſun. After ſome deliberation it 
was concluded, that each ſhip ſhould ſend out it; 
Jong-boat, filled with men, well armed for their 
defence, in caſe of their being attacked by theſe fa. 
vages, with whom they were to endeavour to drive 
tome trade. I was one of the number diſpatched 
upon this ſervice : and we. were no ſooner landed 
than the ſavages ſuddenly roſe, and diſcharged their 
arrows at us; after which they fled with prodigi- 


ous {wiftneſs, the volley having been made at tog 


great a diſtance to do us any harm. | 

We purſued them as faft as poſlible, in hopes to 
have made one or two priſoners, by uſing whom 
well, and afterwards letting them go, we hoped to 
ingratiate ourſelves with the reſt; but they out- 


_ ſtripped our beſt endeavours; we loſt them near a 
hill covered with ſnow: however, we continued 


our march into the country till we came to a riſing 
ground, wherein was erected the idol called Fetizo, 
from which one of our people who had been here 
before informed us, the devil ſometimes delivered 
oracles. It was a repreſentation of a human figure, 
moſt wretchedly cut in wood, and before it were 
two Zemblians on their knees, who, the moment 
they beheld us, retreated precipitately into an ad- 
Joining fir- wood, and as night came on faſt, we did 
not think it quite ſafe to follow them, but agreed 
to retire till next morning to our ſhips. 
That night I was taken with a violent vomiting 
and pain in my head, which laſted three hours, at- 
ter which my throat was ſo very fore that I could 
ſwallow nothing; the glands were very much {wel- 
led, and ſo were my gums; my teeth were looſe, 
my legs could ſcarcely ſupport me I was fo weak; 
my ſtomach was quite gone: I was troubled with 


à aconſtant fever; my body itched extremely From 
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"head to foot, and I had beſides an-ebullition of 
blood. My breath was ſhort and offenſive; and 10 
quench my thirſt I uſed vinegar and water mixed; 
but finding in two days that my diſtemper did not 
flacken, and knowing that it muſt ariſe from the 
pituitous glands being inflamed, partly by cold, and 
partly by eating ſalt meats, whereby the other hu- 
mours were infected, I abſtained from every thing 
that was ſalt, drank a ſpoonful of brandy and ſyrup: 
of liquorice mixed, every hour, gargled my throat 
conſtantly either with brandy or vinegar, and rub- 
bed my mouth with mel. roſat. Moſt of our ſhip's. 
crew were afflicted with the ſame diſorder ; but by 
obſerving the above method of treating it, in fifteen. 
days time I cured them and myſelf too. robe 37 

Our other ſhips complained of the ſame infection, 
and two people in one of them died under the ſur- 
geon's hands, who eſſayed the cure by purging and 
bleeding without ſucceſs. Upon this a conſultation 
was held, in which I recommended my proceſs, 

ſupporting, its efficacy by proof: it was accordingly 
adopted, nor did it fail in the leaſt, KF > 

I have obſerved, in the courſe of my practice, 

that bleeding and purging are of no uſe in caco- 
chymical 69 or thoſe cauſed by an abounding of 
ill humours in the blood, but often hurry the 
patient out of life; for they weaken the ſight, de- 
bilitate the nerves, diminiſh the natural heat, and 
. conſume the radical moiſture ; however, I would 
not be underſtood to condemn bleeding entirely: 
no; for I look upon it to be neceſſary in all hot or 
plethoric caſes, twice or thrice. | 

Our crews, excepting three or four, and they 
were on the mending hand, being all recovered, 
we fet fail with a fair wind for Weygatz, to fiſh for 
ſea-horſe, having been ſixteen days on the coaſt 
of Zembla. We were three days looking out for 

Fh without catching any, though we had our _ 
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boats ready with eight men, beſides rowers, armed 


with harpoons and other neceſſary tackle, always 


on the watch: however, on the third day they dif. 
covered three fiſh, one of them having a large horn 
on his forehead ; the latter they ſtruck with their 


harpoons, and then giving him rope enough on 
each ſide, retired, that they might be out of his 
reach during the time of his ſtruggling ; but he ſoon 
grew very weak, and they cut off his head, flinging 
the body, which is neither good for meat nor oil, 
into the ſea, People fiſt: for the ſea horſe only 


on account of his teeth and horn, which are dear- 


er than thoſe of the elephant, ' becauſe they are 
whiter, and not fo apt to turn yellow. The horn 
of this that we took was ten feet long ; it was hea- 


vy, and frm the root, which was as thick as a 
man's ſhoulder, to the top, gradually decreaſed, 


wreathing handſomely all the way. One of the 


other boats 1 too cloſe upon the other fiſh, 
in order to make ſure of him, and not retreating 


properly, was overturned by his tail, wherewith he 
began to laſh with prodigious fury on feeling the 


har poon; two of the men were drowned by this 
accident; however we took the fiſh, and though it 
no way recompenſed the loſs of our ſailors, yet it 


was a good prize, the teeth being very large and 
beautifully white. 2 a 
Me were four days after this adventure without 
meeting any more, and were preparing to fhift our 
ſtation when we ſpied four well ſized fiſhes, three of 
which we took, and in twelve hours after diſcovered 
five more, one of them horned ; but he eſcaped with 
two of his companions, and' immediately after we 

ſtruck another, each of whoſe jaw-teeth. weighed 
twenty-nine pounds. Two days after we caught 
five more, among which was one with a horn; 


but it was a ſmall fiſh, not quite ſeven feet long. 


We were five days from this time without per- 
| „ ceiving 


- 
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ceiving any fiſh, whereupon we took the advan- 
tage of a north-eaſt wind to fail towards Weygatz, 
with ſome hopes of paſſing thoſe ſtreights; a courſe 
which, if once completed, would ſhorten the paſ- 
fage to the Eaſt Indies by three fourths ; but when 
we had made about thirty-ſix leagues therein, we 
were ſo encumbered with ice, and ſurrounded with 
thoſe icy mountains covered with ſnow that always 
lie at the mouth of the Frozen Sea, and are known 
by the name of Pater Noſters, that we could not 


proceed. Hence do theſe fireights derive their 
name, Weygatz, which ſignifies in Engliſh Impaſ- 


ſable. We came to anchor cloſe to the land, on 
the eaſtern coaſt of Zembla, where one of our ſea- 
men going aſhore was ſtruck down by a bear which 
came behind him; and had we not happily ſeen it, 
and ſhot the bear dead, he would certainly have 
been deſtroyed, This accident deterred the reſt 
of our crews from venturing on land. Shortly after 
three other bears came to the ſide of the ſhip, and 
one of them got aboard of ns, though we cut off 
the paws of the ſecond, whereby he was diſabled, 
and ſhot the third with a fuzee ; a ſailor who hap- 


pened to be near him when he mounted roared out 


dreadfully, on which we took up the firſt offen- 
five weapon that came to hand, and the ſavage ſoon 
tell under the multitude of our blows ; beſides this, 
we fired at and killed two others that ſwam towards 
us. We thought that this ſlaughter would have 
prevented any more attacks of the fame nature; 
but we were miltaken: in a few hours after, ten 
or twelve more eame as far towards us on the ice 
as they could, and then took the water, making 

directly for the ſhip, every one of which we ſhot 
dead; but, like the hydra-head, the more we 


brought down the greater number poured upon us 


from the cloud-capped hills; ſo that finding we had 


lo many dreadful enemies to deal with, we ſtood 
over 
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over again to the weſt coaſt of Zembla, and got 
clear off Weygatz Streights with an eaſterly breeze 
in fifteen hours, not without great danger from the 


many concretions of ice that oppoſed our way, and 
made it very troubleſome. 


CHAP. . 


Same e/ the crew: go alhore on an iſſand in the flreights 


of Weygatz, where they kill a great number of ful: 
the bird called a penguin deſcribed : they afterward; 
land upon Nova Zembla, and ſeixe ſome of the na- 
tives e their ſirange kind of boats coats mide o 
the ſkins of fawls : the inhabitants a diſpicable race: 
a ſurpriſing phenomenon in the heavens à violent 
orm forces them on the ctaſi of mount Hecla : the 
author goes to en amine the mauntain, and is in dan- 
ger of Juffocatien + of the ſurpriſing properties of tus 
fountains on the iſſand: the abſurd notion of ſome 
people about hell being in mount Heia : the nature 
of the foil of Iceland explained,. and its barrenneſs 
accounted for : an account of the dreſs, manners, and 
cuſtoms of the Icelunders; thetr propenſi iy to necro- 
mancy : a waterſpout d:ſcribed, of which they are 
in ſome fear: the ſhips arrive in Denmark and 
unlide at Chriſtianba ven: this journal conclud.s 
with ſame conjectures relating to the unicorn's hott, 
and obſervations thereon. 


CNOME of our crew landed on a verdant iſland 


at the mouth of theſe ſtreights, covered with 
fir and juniper, where we ſhot and knocked down 
above ſixty penguins, which we carried on board 
with us. This is a bird not higher but much lar- 


ger than a ſwan, with a ſharp beak, under which 
begins a gullet that reaches to the middle of the 
breaſt, widening as it extends, in which they ſtock 


theit 
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their proviſion, and take it out to eat as they have 
occaſion; they have webbed feet like a gooſe, and 
are of a brown colour; their fleſh is well- taſted, 
ſomething like a wild duck, but fatter and more de- 
licious; they were the beſt regale we had in our 
whole voyage. Before we dreſſed them we were 
forced to take off the ſkin, which is thick and very 
tough. e 91500 
110 having tarried at this iſland two days, we 
heaved up our anchor, and ſet ſail with a breeze at 
ſouth-eaſt, which ſoon cleared us from the Streighis 
of Weygatz, and in about thirty hours we found our- 
ſelves off that point of land where we had firſt ſeen 
the Zemblians worſhipping the ſun, As the king 
of Denmark was very curious to have ſome perfect 
account of the riches and nature of Zembla, and 
for the more eaſily acquiring that knowledge, had 
commanded our officers to bring off ſome of the 
natives; we determined to put this order in execu- 
tion, if there was a poſſibility of it, and for this - 
purpoſe thirty of us, I ſay us, becauſe I was one in 
every excurſion that promiſed any thing curious or 
new, were divided in the long: boats; and we ſoon 
ſaw a Zemblian in his canoe about half a league 
from land, who perceiving that we rowed towards 
him, made off ſo-nimb!y, that it was vain even to 
attempt overtaking him; for he ſoon gained the 
ſhore, and throwing his boat upon his ſhoulder, 
fed with the ſpeed of a ſtag; nor did he ſeem en- 
cumbered either with his boat, or a dart which he 
graſped in his right hand We ſaw him mount a 
hill, and he was quickly out of fight: however, we 
| Toon after difcovered two other Zemblians farther 
out at ſea, whom with ſome difficulty we ſurrounded: 
and ſeized, and when they could find no poſſibility 
ot eſcaping, they ſet up a howl more hideous than 
any thing I had ever heard. ee 
They 


* 
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They were a man and a woman, dreſſed in cloaths 
made of the ſkin of the ſea-calf, with the hair out- 
ward; their waiſtcoats were two ſkins joined toge- 
ther, reaching down to the knees, and the tails 
hung dangling between their legs; their breeches 
or drawers were very ſtrait ; the man ſeemed to be 
about fifty years old, he had no hair on his head, 
but he had a round cheſnut beard ; the hair of the 
woman, who could not be more than thirty years 
of age, fell down on her ſhoulders in twiſts; and 
her noſe and ears were ornamented with . pendants 
of blue ſtones. They were extremely ugly. 
We took the two perſons we had ſeized into one 
of our boats. and kept in tow the canoe, which was 
made of the rib-bones of fiſh artfully joined, and 
neatly covered with fiſh-ſkins ſewed together, being 
in length ſixteen feet, and two feet and a half 
broad; there was a fiſh-ſkin drawn over it, leaving 
only a ſmall hole in the middle, in which the owner 
ſits, and having drawn the ſkin tight about him on 
every ſide, and tied it round his waiſt, ſo that no 
water can poſſibly enter, he takes up his oar, and 
commits himſelf to the mercy of the waves, with- 
out fear of being ſwallowed up.  _ | 
It was in vain for us to ſtrive to learn any thing 
from our priſoners, they were ſo very ſtupid and 
ſullen; whereupon thirty of us, taking ſeveral days 


proviſion with us, went aſhore and marched in two 


companies, about one hundred yards diſtant from 
each other; now and then hiding in caverns under 
the rocks, and poſting centinels at proper places 
to diſcover if any ſavages approached, whom we 
hoped either to force or perſuade to ſhew us their 
babitations. 5 | 

We were out two days without ſeeing the ſmal- 
leſt ſign of an inhabitant, when at laſt one of out 


centinels gave us notice that two of them were 
| | deſcending 


„ 4 
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deſcending the hill towards the ſea-ſide ; on which 
advice, we divided ourſelves in companies, at pro- 
per diſtances, and the Zemblians ſoon entered the 
ſnare without perceiving or ſuſpecting any treach- 
ery, until one of our companions ſhot off a fuzee, 
a ſignal at which we all made our appearances, 
and the ſavages: finding it impoſſible to fly, were 
eaſily taken; they were dreſſed much alike, though 
a man and a woman, each had on a ſtrait pair of 
preeches, and a fort of waiſtcoat, the ſleeves reach- 
ing only to the elbows, made of penguin ſkins 
with the feathers on, except ſome places in the hin- 
der and foreparts of the waiſtcoat, which were 
picked; their ſtockings were made of ſea calf's 
ſkin with hair on, and they had caps formed like a 
{ugar-loaf, Fs Foe e 
Ihe male ſeemed to be about twenty-four years 
old, without any beard either on his head or chin; 
his face was broad, flat and ſwarthy; on his ſhoul- 
der he held an axe, he had a bow in his hand, and 
a quiver of arrows hung at his back. The female 
ſeemed to be about twenty, ſhe had a dart in her 
hand, her hair hung in two twiſts upon each ſhoul- 
der, ſhe had blue ſtreaks on her chin and forehead, 
and in her noſtrils, which were bored as well as her 
ears, hung fiſh-bone rings, or blue ſtones as large 
as 8 thoſe in her ears were not bigger than 
peaſe. | m 

It was in vain for us to ſtrive to receive the ſlight- 
eſt information from them, either relating to their 
habitations or any thing elſe; they were obſtinate 
and ſulky, ſo we carried them on board; and found 
they were acquainted with their two fellow priſo- 
ners, though very differently dreſſed. Such of the 
natives of Zembla as I ſaw, are the moſt deſpi- 
cable ſpecies - of mankind that can be conceived ; 
they are ſhorter and more ſquat than the other 
northern people, as ugly as imagination cn frame 


of 
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of humanity ; with ſqueaking voices, and ſtinking 
breaths, cauſed by their feeding on fleſh without 
falt, fiſh, and ſtinking oil. They waddle like ducks, 
and never drink any thing but water; they hated 
the ſmell of tobacco, would ſometimes touch our 
brandy with a fort of infipid guſt, but would not 
meddle with bread, corned meat, nor beer. The 
wood work of their bows and darts is heavy, and 
of a red brown colour, that of their arrows is whiter 
and not ſo weighty-; their needles, the points of 
their arrows, and their inſtruments; as well defen- 
five and offentive as others, are very neatly cut out 
of the bones of fiſh, ; 

It being now the latter end of Auguſt, the ſum- 

mer declining apace, the nights growing long, and 
the cold increaſing, we began to think of return- 
ing home, wherefore we held a ſouth weſt courſe, 
but where obliged to change, by the wind ſhitting, 
and make the coaſt of Greenland; where we dropt 
anchor in the midſt of the French and Dutch fleet, 
employed in the whale fiſhery, Theſe ſhips ſeldom 
lie far from the ſhore ; for whales, which are 
caught much in the ſame manner as the fea-horſe, 
are commonly found near the land. When they 
are taken, they are cut in pieces, and the greale 
being ſcooped out of the body, it is put into a large 
kettle, where it is melted to oil, in huts for that 
purpoſe on the ſea ſhore. I ſaw during our ſtay 
here, one whale that yielded three hundred and 
fifty pound weight of uſeful bone, which together 
with its oil muſt have brought to its owners very 


© conſiderable profit. Our arrival in this place was 


fortunate for our Zemblian priſoners, who had 
pined a good while for want of whale oil, without 
which they could touch nothing, and our ſtore was 
exhauſted ; but here we received a freſh ſupply, to 
their no {mall joy. | 

| After 
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After having ſtaid on this coaſt two days, we 
weighed anchor with the wind at north-eaſt, and 
about five o clock next morning, we ſaw three ſuns 
in the heavens one above another, ſo equally bright 
that it was hard to diſtinguiſh which was the real 
obe; this phenomenon was followed by a very vio- 
lent ſtorm, that forced us to take in all our fails ex- 
cept the mizen, and we continued to drive upon a 
moſt boiſterous ſea for a day and a night; on which 
a ſailor, who was ordered aloft upon a look-out, 
diſcovered a great fire, at which he was terribly 
diſmayed ; but the maſter -knew it to be Mount 
Hecla in Iceland, to which coaſt we determined im- 
mediately to ſtand over, in ſearch of a harbour, not 
being able to keep the ſea any longer. | 
We came up with the Iceland ſhore about night, 
and diſtinctly ſaw the flames iſſue in abundance 
from 'the mountain, accompanied by a loud and 
molt terrifying noiſe. The ſea was ſo rough, and 
we knew the coalt to be ſo rocky, that we ſhould 
not have ventured within- a league of land, only 
for our pilot, who, being well acquainted with 
the ſoundings, undertook to conduct us to Cape 
Heri, where we anchored in ſafety. One of our 
company broke her bulk-head againſt a rock, and 
it was well ſhe eſcaped ſplitting; the other re- 
ceived no damage. A ſtrong party of us went 
aſhore at the village of Heri, whence we proceed- 
ed to Kirkebar, a large town in Iceland, where we 
| met eight or nine Daniſh merchants, who were 
| furprized and rejoiced at ſeeing us; they enter- 
| fained us with excellent bread, meat, and wine, 
and told us, that the day before, they had had an 
earthquake ſo very violent, that they thought the 
whole iſland would have been ſwallowed up. 
Theſe gentlemen procured horſes for eight of us, 
| whom curiolity excited to take a view of the 
| Country, the reſt chuſing to remain to revel with 
5 | them; 
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them ; beſides which, they furniſhed us with 
guides and proviſion. We travelled two days in 
bye-ways, rugged and unfrequented, when we 
found ourſelves about five miles from Hecla, the 
ground being ſtrewed with afhes and pumice- ſtones, 
and our guide told us that if we advanced we 
ſhould fall into pits of fire, the ground being very 


looſe, whence we ſhould not be able to extricate 


— Se $62 

All the company were intimidated by the guide 
from proceeding, except a Daniſh merchant, who 
had civilly accompanied us, and myſelf, who were 
determined to aſcend the hill, as there was no 
ſign of either fire or flame; and the weather was 
ſerene and calm. Wherefore leaving our horſes to 
the care of thoſe who ſtaid behind, we boldly 
ventured forward, determined to reach the top of 


.the hill, and were often up to the calves of our 


legs in aſhes, which mixed with pumice-ſtones lay 
round us all the way; in a ſhort time we ſaw z 
large flight of crows and vultures, that had their 
neſts near the mountain-top ; but we had ſcarcely 
gone half a league, when the ground ſhook under 
us, accompanied with a dreadful rumbling noiſe as 
if it would burſt, at the ſame time that the earth 
on every ſide ſplit into chinks, out of which iſſued 
bluiſh flames, that while they impregnated the 
air with a ſtrong ſulphureous ſmell, took away al 
our courage, fo that we turned back' much more 
nimbly than we had aſcended, for in a quarter of u 
hour we traverſed the ſame ſpace in our retreat, 
which we had been more than an hour in clamber- 
ing up from our ſetting out. In our way we wer? 
enveloped in a black cloud of ſmoke, that roſe out 
the mountain, which covered us with ſoot ; an! 
was ſo thick that it quite obſcured the light of the 
ſun, while flames, aſhes and pumice-ſtones fel 


every where round us like hail, and our 5 well 
| ” alarmed 
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warmed with the moſt horrid and lamentable 
ſounds, that were repeated in our ears over and 
over, by the-officiouſneſs of a multitude of echoes 
from every quarter of the hill: and now we began 
loudly and heartily to repent of our il]-timed curi- 
oſity, for we feared every inſtant being devoured . 
by the chaſms gaping every where round us. 

Our companions laughed very heartily, when 
they ſaw our haſte, and our black frightful ap- 
pearance; however, they changed their mirth when 
they perceived us fall as it were dead at their feet, 
unable to utter a word; it was ſome time before they 
could recover us, by rubbing our hands, noſtrils, 
and temples with vinegar; at length however we 
revived, and when we deſeribed our danger, they 
allowed our eſcape was miraculous. At the foot of 
Mount Hecla we found a pumice-ſtone as larg 
a hogſhead, and our guide told us he had not only 
ſeen ſome much larger, and too heavy for ten men 
to ſiir, but alſo the volcano ſometimes caſt up 
water inftead of flames, and at cther times pumice- 
ſtones and aſhes. 
From Mount Hecla we had a three hours ride 
to two fountains about thirty yards diſtant one from 
the other; one of which is ſo cold that it turns every 
thing that touches it into iron, and 1 tried it by put- 
tina into it part of a ſmall cane, which, ſo far down 
a5 it was immerſed in the water, was to my great 
ſurprize tranſmuted into a matter as heavy as iron; 
| ail the properties almoſt of which it had acquired. 
At about ten yards diſtant from the other foun- 
tein, which is boiling hot, we ſaw a parcel of ani- 
mals of a red colour, about the bigneſs of ducks, 
bing on the ſurface; which immediately dived 
to the bottom when we came in view, and roſe up 
again, when we were out of fight; this they al- 
Ways do, as our guide informed us, and there ne- 
er was a poſſibility of catching them; for it is 
their way to keep the top of the water when no- 
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A VOYAGE TO 
body is in dgbt, but to ſink to the bottom, which 


is fixty fathem deep, if his report is to be believed, 


when any perfons approach. 
From this fountain we travelled to the ſea ſide, 


within half a league of which we could hear the 
moſt piteous Jamentations moaning all along the 
coaſt-; theſe ſounds have the tone of a human crea. 
ture complaining, as if in agony, and that in ſo 
doleful a manner as to make the blood thrill, and 
impreſs the boldeſt heart with fear. Theſe imagi- 
nary complaints are cauſed by the agitation of the 


ice and the water; which being driven violently 


againſt the rocks by the wind, produces this terri- 
fying noiſe, and it is conſiderably augmented by the 
echoes of the many neighbouring caverns. Our 
curioſity led us to take a viggy of thoſe floats of ice, 


which bound only this part of the. iſland, coming 


upon the coaſt in June and going away in Septem- 
ber. The people of Iceland believe, and our guides 
would fain have perſuaded us into the ſame notion, 
that this ſea is the receptacle of the damned, whom 
the devils here immerfe in the moſt piercing cold, 
after having kept them a while burning in Mount 


Hecla; and in this tranſition from heat to cold, 
and from cold to heat alternately, * they, conlifi 


the torments of the damned. 
T hither by harpy-footed furies haul'd, 
At certain revolutions, all the. d | 
Are brought, and feel by turns the bitter change 
Of fierce extremes, extremes by change n more 
fierce; 
From beds of raging fire, to ſtarve in ice 
Their ſoft etherial warmth; and there to pine 
Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round, 
Periods of time; bene hurried back to fire. 
On the 16th of September we returned back to 
Kirkebar, where having tarried a few hours, we 


went on board, and found in our ſhips the gover- 
' Nour 
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nour of the iſland, and a biſhop; who came to 
pay us a viſit. „%% on 0 5 
On the 19th, taking the advantage of a nor- 
therly wind, we ſet fail from Iceland: an ifland- 
abounding in cattle, and having plenty of rich 
paſturage, among which grows an herb called 
caitophe, of which the herds would eat till they 
burſt, were they permitted to feed as long as they 
thought proper, wherefore they are ſtinted to a 
certain quantity; and though the fields look very 
green and pleaſant, yet ſo violent is the cold kept 
up by a north-eaſt wind, which blows very hard, 
that no manner of wheat or grain fit to make 
bread will ever ripen here, but periſhes in the 
round or in the bud. | = 
Tie iſlanders male and female are very ugly and 
ſooty complexioned; they dreſs like the Norwegians, 
in coats made of the ſkin of the ſea calf with the hair 
turned outward, their linnen being coaiſe packing 
cloth; they lie under the fame roofs with their 
cattle, in caverns hewn under the rocks, or in cot- 
tages of a very ſorry appearance, built either with 
wood or fich bones, and covered with turf, in the 
manner of thoſe of Lapland ; the whole family he 
in their cloaths upon a common bed of hay or ſtraw, 
and cover themſelves warm with ſkins ; they live by 
thing, and are very brutal and fluttiſh, and moſt 
of them pretend to necromancy. It is ſaid that the 
devil, whom they worſhip under the name of Ko- 
bald, appears often to them in a human ſhape. 
They have a ſort of houſhold god cut out of wood, 
the figure of which is very hideous; to this they 
pay a very conſtant homage, but that privately, 
they ſtanding in ſome awe of the Lutheran prieſts, 
who endeavour to inſtruct them in the principles of 
Chriſtianity ; but notwithſtanding appearances, few 
are ever really converted. „„ 
In a few days, the wind blowing hard, we came 
ia fight of Talſo, a promontory on the coaſt of Nor- 
: 2 Ways 
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way, about four leagues from the ſea, on which 


there is a ſmall city and a ſtrong caſtle ; we coaſted 


along the ſhore about twelve hours, being now ſure 
of making land, when the wind changing with the 
moon, drove us, notwichſtanding all our care, at 


leaſt forty leagues backward : this gale wes ſuc. 


cceded by a flat calm, which to a ſailor longing to 
reach home after a long voyage, is much more ith. 
ſome than a ſtorm; and while it continued, we 
were alarmed by a water-ſpout to the ſouth-weſt of 
us, which we did our beſt to avoid, by furling all 
our fails and lowering our yards ; however, we 
were relieved from our apprehenſions by its breaking 
about two leagues from us. | 

The water-ſpout is a black cloud formed like a 
column between the ſky and the ſurface of the water, 
which when it breaks, diſcharges a prodigious ca- 
taract of water, and would immediately ſink any 
ſhip to the bottom on which it ſhould chance to fall, 

T he wind coming about again in our favour, ye 
made the city of Copenhagen in ten days; there, 
having ſaluted the caſtle, we dropped anchor, put 
out our boat, and went aſhore, well pleaſed again 
to ſee our native ſoil. | 

In two days after, our ſhips were ordered up to | 
Chriſtian-haven, were they were unladen, and, 
their cargoes not only gave content, but were of 
ſpecial advantage to the owners; one of which 
preſented his Daniſh majeſty with the two horns, 
which were eſteemed as invaluable curioſities, be- 
ing thought the real unicorn's horn; they were ot. 
dered to be depoſited in the treaſury chamber, -and 
the merchant who carried them to court was net 


only honoured with a gold chain, to which his ma- 


jeſty's picture was affixed, but alſo allowed to 
trade for a certain term of years, cuſtom free; be- 
ſides which the king was pleaſed to promiſe the con: 
pany in general many extraordinary privileges. 


We 


* 
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We carried the Zemblians with us to court, the 


odaneſs of whoſe dreſs, and the ſtrangeneſs of 
whoſe figures, gave the king ſome diverſion ; and 


indeed they were objects that engroſſed genera] at- 


tention; the ſteward of the royal houſhold was 
ordered to provide them with proper lodgings, and 
take care that they were inſtructed in the Daniſh 
language; by which it was hoped they might be in- 
duced to give ſome account of Zembla, to be relied 
upon better than any hitherto publiſhed ; but L 
never heard that they afforded that ſatisfaction. 
Now beſore I cloſe this little journal, allow me 

to obſerve that I believe there is no other unicorn's 
horn than what is found in the head of the ſea 
horſe ; and that the virtu:s of it are nothing near ſo 
great as have been repreſented :* for my part I can-. 
not help declaring it to be my opinion, that ſome 
authors who have pretended to treat of the nature 
and properties of the unicorn, have preſented us 
with creatures of their own invention, rather than 
pictures drawn from natu e; and others, but parti 
cularly Marco Paulo the Venetian, have confound- 
ed the unicorn with the rhinoceros. Pliny tells us, 
that the unicorn is like a bull, ſpeckled with white 


ſpots; and Munſter ſays, it is of a weazel colour, 


reſembling a colt of about three years of age. Phi- 
loſtorgius gives her the head of a dragon, the beard 
of a goat, the neck and feet of a lion, the ſkin of 
2 \nzke, and the body of a ſtag. Heliodorus ſays, 
ſhe is fo nimble that ſhe outſtrips the hunter's 
ſwikteſt paces; and Lewis Paradis, who gives a 
lirange deſcription of her, informs that ſhe is ſome- 
times taken, and that then ſhe is fed with peaſe, 
beans, and lentils ; but from the ſt;ite} conſidera- 


tion, all the accounts ſeem calculated rather to ex 


cite admiration than to declare the truth. 


K-3 Some 


8 nn a. 1 e n 
P n 8 * 

* "TE * r 

. ec r 

n h 

e 


err fg Pol 
n 


by: N 
as; ML 2 
n — ns ig. 
mig ue 28 


us. 8 1 


wart ey 
>, IS, Or OR 


n 


— — 


10 a * pe * * 2 >, 4 * WI TT * - 
p : L 2 ” l AY Ce N EY 5 WET : » 8 e N 8 44 A. D ; We n pr Fo. SITY rern N TTY © * ry IRIS OK 5 — 
0 8 de ENG WY 4 81 2 5 r Md 13» Er I Ed” es of 5 EE Gd b Sf FAS - 4 9 e N 2 Hs Ao Na N 5 . LIES 02 Eb. n "= 8 BW wee. Fa 3 n J os RE ERS = 5 gs ol — « 
. n ; TO Iu 6 re nd Bas , ̃ĩ7éꝓutm INT; og > RAS ST A LI NL EO a n E 
ccc IO oa rr e 1 — > tera r 
. 2 5 0 ES? . ag a: ms * een S - 2 10 | „ ; S466, AER EE N r 4 052 N 
- : # Ju *. s POLES) A WE Fg 4d * 1 5 „ & » 2 _ _ 7 * r 1 T i r R N WER; at 2 1 1 e „ 2 e 
; 2 * Fenn — . oor vga She eee 5 N J A ² ee 
I. 
* — — * 2 FY 1 * 


1 i we wm — 
n 8 


= A 
gold ß RES 
. „ NM M4" a 4 * hs 
ao etc: 5 * — 


1 


+ F N 1 y fe rs 1 8 ; r * 
ga} 0 g " , 6 
bop . One nb Emap prepay 1 
| —— X 2 wo * 
— W — Eꝶä— a 
— — — — = 


* 
—— 2 — oxnt> — 


ex-. MMM l-x 


Some Authentic Memoirs relating to the 
- Affairs of Russ IA. 


H 


A brief character of the enſuing anecdotes relating ts 
| Ruſſia ; the prodigious extent of the czar's domini- 
ons ; their mis es and various commodities ; the vaſt 
quantities of wax and honey produced here; the 
manner of irav ling in this country; the Ruſſians 
ignorant and miſtruſiful ; their great averſion 10 
learning; their religion, and the different ceremo. 
ies ; their great © ucliy to their wives ; a trick put 
upen the czar Alexis Michael:-witz by one of his 
principal courtiers ; the education of the prince 
.royal of Ruſſia ſomewhat ſirange. 


THE many curious and entertaining rela- 
| tions contained both in this and the fore- 
2 going journal, may well atone for ſome 
few inaccuracies that may here and there have 
crept into them : there is an air of ſincerity, and 
a firength of judgment runs through the whole that 
ought to render them valuable. Though this ac- 
count of Ruſſia is prior to the reign of Peter the 
great, who laid the-firft foundation of poliſhing the 
inhabitants, yet they being naturally a brutal, ob- 
ſtinate, and ſtupid people, this reformation has not 
yet eſtabliſhed itſelf in the inland provinces, at leaſt 
entirely; ſo that this may ſtill be taken for a very 
lively picture of them. 7 
- The czar's domini«ns are the largeſt of any po- 
tentate in Europe, excluſive of his Aſiatic poſſeſ- 


f ſions, which are very extenſive: they lie between 
5 | he forty- 
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forty-ſeven and ſeventy-two degrees north latitude, 
and twenty-three and fixty-hve eaſt longitude. 
and as they contain ſuch a vaſt tract of ground, the 
air muſt conſequently differ as the climates change; 
the ſouthern-provinces and the heart of the country 
are temperately warm, and though the latter is co- 
vered with ſnow during ſix months in the year; 
and the froſts in winter are continued, yet on the 
breaking up of the weather, and melting of the. 
ſnow, the ſoil, which is very fertile, produces all 
manner of vegetables in a ſurprifingly ſhort ſpace of 
time; and from hence the northern parts of the em- 
pire are ſupplied with proviſion in plenty, being in 
themſelves very barren and thinly peopled, over- 
run with foreſts, bogs, barren ſands, and mo- 
raſſe-, and lying nine months at leaſt under ſnow. 
In the beginning of winter, the north-ealt wind, 
ſharpened by the vaſt tracts of ſnow and ice over 
which it ſweeps, renders the, air extremely cold; 
nor are the ſouth gales leſs ſevere, when the ſnows 
are fallen in that quarter. 

Ruſſia is a level country, except to the north- 
ward, where the mountains of Stolp ariſe ;' it pro- 
duces corn, flax, pitch, tar, turpentine, fir, and 
oak; and has good mines of ſilver, lead, and 
iron, whereby they are enabled to export large. 
quantities of fire-arms. Their trade in furs is o 
very great as to furniſh, yearly, lading for a thou- 
land foreign ſhips in that ſingle article; they alſo 
carry on a conſiderable trafic, by land- carriage, of 
camels, with China and the Eaſt- Indies, whereby 
the crown is a conſiderable gainer. Wax and 
honey are in great plenty in this part df the 
world, and by this alone many people amaſs good 
iortunes, They cut down trees in the woods, 
and dividing, hollow them, after which they ſtop. 
vp each end with wax, leaving only a ſmall opening 
for the bees to enter; by the old laws of Ruſſia, 
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every man who prepares a tree in this manner, ſe- 
cures his property in it, nor will any body pretend 
to alienate it. ; 
In the ſouthern and eaſtern parts, they have 


ſheep, camels, and a ſmall but very hardy breed of 


horſes; and to the northward, wild fowl, fiſh, 
rein-deer, and the different animals whoſe ſkins are 
valuable, are found in abundance ; their principal 

liquors is a ſpirit diſtilled from rye, which they 
prefer to any import of the ſame nature, and a 


ſtrong ſort of mead extracted from honey. In the 


middle of Ruſſia, they travel with ſledges drawn 


by horſes, which are changed every fourteen or 


fifteen miles; but farther north, they uſe the rein- 
deer, and when the wonderful, the almoſt incre- 
dible expedition of theſe animals is conſidered, 
one cannot avoid expreſſing ſome ſurprize that the 
court of Ruſſia does not take the trouble of exa- 


mining more accurately than hitherto, the different 


provinces ſubſervient to its power; which might 
ealily be done with the aſſiſtance of this animal, 
which ſweeps over the tracts of frozen land, ſwifter 
than a race horſe on full ſtretch over the cleareſt 


ſod. | 


So very miſtruſtful are the Ruſſians, and ſo little 
knowledge have they in matters either temporal or 
ſpiritual, that they ſuſpect every perſon who makes 
the Ieait inquiry into their principles or government, 
and yet they cannot tell why they do fo; and this 
Jealous diſpoſition throws almoſt infurmountable 
diffcult es in the way of him who travels into 
Mulſcovy, cither to improve his knowledge, or to 
gratify his cu: ioſity. | 
A public grammar ſchool] was erected by the 
reizning cZ:T in 1550, about which time printing 
was allo introduced, but it was ſoon overturned 
through the malevolence of the prieſts, who ar? 
ignorant and illiteraie, being only 5 _ 
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blamable converſation ſelected from among the 
laity ; they had ſufficient foreſight to perceive that 
the ſucceſs of the ſchool would contribute to the 
increaſe of knowledge, whereby their power might 
be undermined; and they prevented it. A prieſt 
of Chioff, having, by his prayers, effected the re- 
covery of the great duke from a violent fit of ſick- 
nels, the Muſcovites were thereupon induced to 
embrace the Chriſtian. religion. Their liturgy is 
t:ken from the Greeks; it is read in the Sclavonian 
language, which is as little underſto-d among them 
a5 the Latin is among the common Roman Catho- 
lice, | 


Their churches are built like thoſe of the Greeks, . 


and are ornamented with pictures; they were for- 
merly ſet off with images adorned in the moſt ſplen- 
cid manner; but theſe, by the ecc'eftaftical regula- 
tions now prevailing, are entirely forbid ; and bend- 
ing the knee before them, as the Roman catholics 
do, is termed idolatry. At prayers, they proftrate 
themſelves on the-earth, and ſpend whole nights in 
the church at devotion, at the eve of certain par- 
ticular feſtivels. They often throw themſelves on 
the ground, beating their heads againſt it, and then 
making the ſign of the croſs. There are intervals 
of their divine ſervice, in which they diſcourſe of 
temporal affairs; and the emperor, who always aſ- 
| liſts at public worſhip attended by his whole court, 
| Giſpatches buſineſs at the ſame time; he is gene- 


raly angry with any of his people whom he miſſes 


at church. 


The Ruſſians miſtake maple for ſycamore, and 
| acorn their churches with it at Whitſuntide, be- 
| lieving that, as manna fell on the oak leaf in the 
ccſart, the Holy Ghoſt deſcends on thoſe boughs, . 


when they are proftrate on the floor: they are 
tordidden, by a late injun&ion, the uſe of muſical 


* 


inſtruments in their churches. Three hours after 
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ſan-riſe, they celebrate a form of prayer called 
obedni; one after ſun-ſet, called vackerny ; and 2 
third called zaoutiings, an hour after midnight, 
The obedni is, „ Have mercy upon me, 0 
„Lord, according to thy loving kindneſs, and 
©: blot out my tranſgreſſion, according to thy 
<< preatneſs, and multitude of thy bounties.” 
The vackerny is, O Lord, hear my prayer 
*« when I call upon thee, and let my cry come un- 
,* eg thee. | | 
The zaoutrings is, We put our truſt in Chriſt 
4e our Saviour, and all our hope is in him.“ | 
They repeat ** milerere,” by them called, © hoſ- 
% pedy pomelee, an hundred times over; and 
that prieſt is reckoned the beſt who can ſay it 
falteſt; five or fix of them read together in a very 
confuſed manner, one conning a prayer, another | 
galloping through a chapter, a third ſpoiling a 
pfalm, and ſo on. Every prieſt is called pope, 
which implies father, as pope or father Paul; pope 
Nicholas, a biſhop, . is diſtinguiſhed by the name of 
metropolitan, and the patriarch or chief prieſt 1; 
ſtiled proto- pope: the pariſh prieſts are diſtin- 
guiſhed in their dreſs, from the laity, only by their 
bald pates being covered with a red leather cap, 
and two ſmall pieces of ſtuff tacked upon each 
breaſt ; they wear blue, red, yellow, or whatever 
colour they like beſt. The crown of their heads 
is always kept ſhaven, but they never curtail the 
reſt of their hair, nor their beards : they muſt have 
wives, but only one, according to St. Paul's rule, 
during the whole life, for which reaſon they le 
their wives with great tenderneſs, as their pricli- 
hood ceaſes when the wife dies. | 
In baptizing, the ceremony is much like that of 
the church of Rome, but with this difference, that 
they immerſe the whole body of the child in the 
water: they formerly uſed to buy infidels on a" 
. poſe 
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pole to oblige them to become Chriſtians, but this 
cuſtom has, for ſome years paſt, been aboliſhed. 
Whoever chuſes to make public profeſſion of their 
religion, whether Proteſtant or Papiſt, muſt re- 
nounce his former baptiſm, together with his fa- 
ther and mother, and ſpit three times over his ſhoul- 
der. Some ancient inhabitants of the country have 
obſerved, that of a great number of Engliſh, Scotch, 
and Dutch, who have abjured their own, and ac- 
knowledged the Ruſſian religion, ſcarcely one has 
died a natural death, . | 
Moit of the Muſcovite marriages are determined 
upon without much ceremony ; the woman is firſt 


examined ſtark naked by five or fix of her friends, 


and if they find any bodily defect, they endeavour 
to cure it. Perhaps the bridegroom never ſees her 
till he comes to be joined with her for life: the 
nuptial ſolemnity is brief; when the prieſt has tied 
the knot, the ſexton throws hops on her, and 
wiſhes her to prove as fruitful as that plant; ano- 
ther officer of the church in a goat's ſkin coat with 
the hair outward attends her home, ſhe being led 
by old women, covered up fo cloſe that not any 
part of her is to be ſeen, and he prays all the way 
that ſhe may have as many children as there are 
hairs on his coat; the pariſh prieſt carries the croſs 
all the way before her, from the church to her huſ- 


band's houſe, who is eſcorted by a company of 


young men. 
While the new married couple are at table, 


where bread and ſalt is laid before them, a chorus 


of boys and girls ſing an epithalamium ſo groſly 
impudent, that it is intolerable to a virtuous ear; 
after this ceremony, the bride and bridegroom are 
conducted to their bed- chamber by an old woman, 
who adviſes the wife to obey her huſband; the 
huſband to love his wife: then the bridegroom fits 
down, and bids her cbuſe one of his buſkins, to 

| K 6 draw 


C 
* * 4 
* ab es £ i 5 R 2657 _ . 
=p" — 1 r F . 8 l n 22 75 S N 1 1 8 , 
ee 8 FE N n 1 W VE r es Wk x * © Af as * "" 7 3 * . 
L 8 þ ” 7 "5 I. * þ *, ry . 1 n 4 = "7 ES Sus = 0? OI 0 r Nr 
1 RE, 25.4 Nr 5 2 2 — . eng I e þ 54 =, y e r 5 gr 2 8 2 G * 
* - i” wk 


2". 8 
» 7 J 
2 


3 
8 


EET 
2 T 
, 1 


a . 
5 - 50 1 . 
Kn git 0 9 * 
8 f 75 7 & , * * . — 4.13445) s — 12 ITS 8 „ Dean ” * — _ _— 
„ 5 4 * my By. a y b „ N 2 9-44 4 pot * 5 * * „ ef 139 = 3 18 2 we * Zi K A p u . 2 —» _ . 9 ** De 4 3 Lo. EC A a 
W. Do's LE AT ty - > nere I r 3 0 25 By 1 22.08, WG 4 * 2 E Oo - * — * — * Y 0; of - - - » > A ONT IND SIE) * - 4 8 * ka 
— 4, DD 3 S JJC A Se bs "BS On, r ' a 8 r e F ² m ˙ ·¹uq¾ͤ —rÜͤ..ͥ— TI ͤͤ E 00S Kt : . Em e: 1 
vn 1 — 5 / - We — 7 * ES el 2 a a 8 LA” a 5 e * 1 __ \ - 4 I CN GRE r r Nee 2 
* 5 q 8 5 - 4 # - n 5 * p - 5 . 8 = — — 0 Þ Y 7 £ 2 
"2h L ”_ — * 7 MEN Peg — — — 2 8 8 ö * ETD” 2 N _ 5 Br 5 : 2 2 — W rr — 2 Y - 5 - * 
= N * — 8 * A Seach r er * 0" 4 ” 2 N N ” RSS x" 2 WY e » 4 10. 2 p * y 
. b — — * Jr 2 Dey * * 8 x « vu 1 nf — N — 1 2 eee fy 4mm) N n ak re 3 *r gk r 9 3 Fr * * . 
% — — Meteo. 1p 2 1 = . oy — reer —— . 2 —— * ae 2 In . * CIR N Eon 3 Sen qe l - g gs wag ee Pac, Ye | un, > CO re 
Ws era en —_—. "LR 8 4 "ou —— — — — . 5 * a nr — — 1 N Wann W . * — — ” m 

Po 1 — 1 < y 3 err. Tie — a — — — — Ws i „ . — 1 - — 4 = 2 , T4: 5 "gy + . CLEFT IN! - 2 Fil ets . r bl 

a D >= * — — $4 N * — be IE — — — a * 5 n A PI . — — mY — = * A J 4 1 72 ne 1 — 2 

** 3 I r pn apa ” Nay I re — — « a K P \ 
2 2 1 AP xd * . TA 2 , * . _ by = N 3 y l Z — — —— — a * py 
x 7 3 5 4 D I — . — — — — 3 
who — — 


* 
iÞ 
4 
. 
. 
"3 
ſr 
þ 


—— — —— — 
* Ld 


Mt 
. 
4 


+ 
| 
1 BF 


— 


= „ 2 — — r 


bi 


— — nn he) on ng won. 
I * 
$4 


— x r A . a — 1 8 
um — __ ==. - > , 8 — 3 
2 n — — 0 —5 
po 
F © N ' 
; ; 


oy = 5 
— — 
— Ky 2 4% 80 < ” 
« 4 e 5 5 wr 


204 AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS: 


draw off, having in one of them a whip, and in 
the other a purſe of money or a jewel; if ſhe 
happens to pitch on that in which the latter is, it 
is thouzht a happy omen; but ſhould ſhe light on 
the whip, it is interpreted into bad Juck, and the 


huſband gives her a Jaih with it, as a token. of 


what ſhe is to expect; after this ceremony, they 
are left alone for a couple of. hours, and then the 
old women return and examine whether the ſigns of 
virginity are apparent; in which caſe ſhe ties up 
the hair that before hung looſe over her ſhoulders, 
and goes to the mother to demand the marriage 
ortion. | 
The Ruſſians uſe their wives with great inhu— 


: manity, though of late years they are ſomething re- 


formed in this particular ; and it has been known 
that a tradeſman of Moſcow has burned his wife 
to death in a ſmock dipped- in ſpirits of wine, 
having firſt beaten her very ſeverely; yet he was 
never once called to an account for the murder : 


the laws of Ruſſia not deeming a wife's death, in 


conſequence of the huſband's correction, any of- 
fence. They ſometimes tie them by the hair of 
the head to a beam, and whip them to death: but 
theſe ſevere puniſhments are ſeldom adminiſtered 
except it be for adultery and drunkenneſs, and 
now ſeldom or never; becauſe the bridegroom is 
obliged to ſign certain marriage articles, whereby 
he binds himſelf to treat bis wife according to her 
quality; to allow her good meat and diink, and 
neither whip, ſcratch nor kick her. 

The woman who kills her huſband, is buried 
in the earth up to the neck, and ſo left to expire. 
Few marriages are performed here without being 
attended with charms and conjurations; and it is 
ſaid by exorciſms of this nature, a man has been 
prevented from enjoying his wife; however, he may 


recover his virility, and overcome theſe reſtrictions 


by 
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by the aſſiſtance of the white magician, who may be 
' procured for a ſmall ſum of money. The canon 

jaw forbids the conjugal commerce on Mondays, 
Wedneſdays, and Fridays, and whoever tran(- 
greſſes it, muſt bathe before he enters the church- 
porch : the man that takes to himſelf a ſecond wife, 
muſt not enter the church farther than the door; 
and he, who marries a third time, is excommuni- 
cated. If a woman is- barren, the huſband is at 
liberty to beat her into a humour of retiring to a 
convent, if fair means won't induce her. When 
the czar of Muſcovy has a mind to marry, he does 
it among his on people; the moſt beautiful young 
women that the empire affords are ſought for and 
preſented to him, and from among them he chuſes 
according to his fancy. | : 
It is faid that Alexis Michaelowitz, father to 
Peter the firſt, was prevented from marrying a very 
handſome girl, to whom he was ſtrongly attached, 
by the contrivance of his chief miniſter Boaris 
Juanowitz, who procured a match between him 
and Mary, daughter of Eliah Danelowitz, a man 
of mean origin, but of a good fortune; ſhe was 
a woman. of no extraordinary beauty, but witty, 
cunning, and apparently devout and- modeſt; As 
the ſtateſman knew that openly pretending to op- 
poſe the czar's inclination, might not only be inef- 
fectual, but alſo perhaps purchafe his averſion, he 
bribed the women who were to preſent the crown 
to the lady whom his maſter had choſen, to tie 
her hair ſo very hard, as to throw her into- a 
[woon, whereupon they gave out ſhe had the fall- 
ing ſickneſs. and her father who brought her to 
court, was accuſed of treaſon, whipt in an igno- 
minious manner, and baniſhed into Siberia. 

After this accident, Boaris prevailed upon his 
ſovereign to eſpouſe Mary, and he conſented for fear 
of being bewitched ; which he was tacitly made to 

; believe 
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believe would be the conſequence of his refuſal, 
The artful miniſter wedded Mary's ſiſter, hoping to 
| aggrandize himſelf by this alliance, and to ſecure 
his intereſt at court upon a foundation not to be 
ſhaken; but though he acquired many advantages by 
it, he ſacrificed what was beyond them all, his 
peace. It could not prove otherwiſe ; he was old, 
conſequently jealous ; ſhe was young and hand- 
ſome; he ſoon quarrelled with her, and cauſed 
Mr. William Barnſley, a W orceſterſhire gentleman, 
with whom he thought her too familiar, to be ba- 
niſhed into Siberia, This gentleman, after being 
in exile twenty years, returned to Moſcow, made 
profeſſion of the Ruſlian religion, and married 2 
woman of a very large fortune, with whom he 
lived in the moſt ſplendid manner. 

'The czar, by ſome chance, diſcovering that the 
fainting fit of his intended wife was only caſual], it 
grieved him extremely; he recalled her father, 
and ſettled upon him and hera very conſiderable 
penſion ; while ſhe carefully preſerved the ring 
and handkerchief that he had given her, in re- 
membrance of the dignity ſhe had been fo near 
obtaining ; nor would ſhe ever conſent to marry, 
tho' the had many conſiderable offers made to her: 
none of the czarina Mary's relations, not even her 
father or uncle dared to mention their being a-kin 
to the royal family, though the latter poſſeſſed ſome 
very conſiderable poſts. 

The czarowitz, or prince royal, is kept from every 
vulgar eye, under the care of a few people to whom 
his education is entruſted, till he is fifteen years of 
age; when he is publickly expoſed in the market 
place, that the, Muſcovites may be certain of his 
identity; for they have had impoſtors put upon 
them often: nor will the ordinary ſort of people 
here permit their children to ſtand in the way of 


being gazed at, becauſe * reckon that there f 
5 
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ill luck in the eyes of ſtrangers. They wean their 
infants, who are commonly ſtrong and robuſt, 
in leſs than a couple of months; after which, they 
give them A cow's dry dug ſet either in horn, or 
filver to ſuck, and make them keep ftrict faſts at 
two years old. 5 5 


CHAP. XL. 


Hardſhips laid on the young people of Ruſſia; their 
ſevere faſts ; ſeveral forts viands deemed by them 
impure; of the ſeveral kinds of muſhr.oms uſed in 
this country; the advantages of their faſts to the 
nation in general; their penance ;, an account 0 
the ff. erection of the patriarchal dignity of Moſs © 
cow ; Palm Sunday pompouſly celebrated; a comi- 
cal flory of an ignorant ſervant; eggs preſented at 
| Eafter ; the women great arinkers; the great de- 
bauchery of the people in general; an account of 
their muſic. | 


HE young people who depend either on pa- 
rents or ſuperiors, dare not upon any ac- 
count refuſe the huſband or wife choſen for them. 
And it was in vain for a Dutch widow, who was 
very rich, to plead that ſhe had made a vow never 
to marry again, when Boaris had pitched upon her 
as a good match for one of his friends: the anſwer 
that Boaris's lady, to whom ſhe complained of the 
ſeverity of his injunction, made, was, ** What, 
* would you -diſhonour my lord and my huſband, 
* by making him break his word with his friend, 
ce and rejecting his choice?“ 
They have four general faſts in the year, during 
which time they live on cabbage, cucumbers, and 
rye bread, drinking nothing but quaſh, a liquor 
bot fo ſtrong as ſmall beer; not even taſting fiſh, 
i and reckoning it a tranſgreſſion to drink after a 


Wan 
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man who has eat fleſh; to uſe a knife that bas cut 
meat in leſs than twenty-four hours after, or to take 
any thing, though ever ſo eſſential even to their 
health, wherein there is hart's horn, ſugar, ſugar- 
candy, or pil. lepor. 

There are many ſorts of viands, which they 
reckon impure, as horſe fleſh, veal, elk, bare, and 
rabbit, neither will they touch aſles-milk, mare's- 
milk, nor Venice treacle, becauſe it is partly made 
of viper:s fleſh ; nor any thing in which there. is 
mixed muſk, civet, or the fleſh of the. caſtor, 
Yet they are. no Jews, for they have good bacon, 
and in one of the czar's magazines, which was 
ſome time ago burnt down, were conſumed. no jels 
than fix thouſand flitches. | 

Ruſfia produces a great variety of muſhrooms, 
which are a vaſt relief to, the poor, and form al- 
ways a courſe at the tables of the rich; there are 
above a thoufand waggon loads of them ſold 

early in Moſcow; among which there are ſcarcely 
any of thoſe that the botaniſts rank in the claſs of 
poiſons. There is an early ſpecies of them called 
the ſmitſkies or honey- muſhrooms ; Gerrard counts 
them venomous, and calls them fungi farinoſi; 
they are very dear, and ſerved up as a great deli- 
cacy to the tables of all the Ruſſian nobility, .in 
pies, ſoups, &c. but the earlieſt ſort of all are the 
gribbeys, which are brown, or rather of a deep yel- 
Jow, with a tail like a pilaſter, and ſwelling out in 
the middle. The volnitzies are brown and black, 
with ſome red intermixed, they are ſharp on the 
top; the growzdys are perforated like a honey- 
comb, and the juice of them is ſo very bitter ard 
fart, as to cauſe very painful bliſters in the mouth, 
if they are taſted before being boiled : .and there 
are others of a more luſcious "oily nature, diſtin- 


guiſhed by the name of maſtamies, which wake 
at 


* 
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| fat or oily; and theſe laſt are ſubdivided into very 

different clafles. 8 . 
Were it not for their faſts, the Muſcovites would 
be in want of meat often, becauſe they ſhut up _. 
their cattle in houſes during five or {ix months of 
winter, nor, were it otherwiſe, would the peaſants 
give themſelves much trouble about increaſing. 
their ſtock ; leſt when they had ſo done, their chief 
ſhould carry all away; an inſtance of oppreſſion 
which is not unuſual. They ſometimes abſtain from 
every ſort of food but bread, ſalt, and cucumbers, 
and their drink is fair water; they bend their bo- 
dies like a bow, and ſtrike their heads againſt an 
image, and this is a common penance with them. 

The patriarch of Ruſſia is the head of the church, 
which was ſubject to the patriarch of Conſtan- 
tinople till 1588, when Hieronomo, who had 
led the chair very unworthily for ſome years, was 
degraded by the Greek clergy. He thereupon came 
to Moſcow from Conſtantinople, and for a certain 
tum of money to be paid him by the ezar Theo- 
core Juanowitz, offered to reſign his dignity: 
to the metropolitan Jacob; to whom accordingly: 
he delivered the ſtaff and tiara, on the 15th of 
January in the abovementioned year, in the church 
of our lady, having firſt made a laboured oration, 
Beſides the public ceremony, he gave an inſttu- 
ment in his own hand-writing, confirming what; 
he had done; after, which, he retired. from Moſ- 
co] loaded with rich preſents. "This patriarch, 
ſey the hiſtorians who mention the tranſaction, 
was a fellow of moſt infamous character ; a liar, as- 
ſubtle and as impudent as ever Greece, of which 
he was a native, produced: he had been formally 
end legally expelled from the patriarch's chair, and 
conſequently had no right to transfer the dignity 
nh which he pretended to part; however, as it, 
laved a round ſum of money to the nation, which. 

Went 
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went before this occurrence yearly by way of ec- 
clefiaſtical tribute to Conſtantinople, the czar con. 
firmed the metropolitan Jacob's election; and the 
Ruffian clergy no longer acknowledged any other 
patriarch. SP, | | 

No feſtival is obſerved in Ruſſia with ſo much 
pomp and ceremony as Palm-Sunday : there is then 
a proceſſion of the moſt magnificent nature, and 
before it a hundred men are ordered to clean 
the ſtreets through which it is to paſs; the czar | 
aſſiſts at it on foot, dreſſed in cloth of gold, bis 
train borne up by the greateſt men in the nation, 
and the whole court attending him. He is imme- 
diately ' preceded by the officers of his houthold, 
the firſt of whom carries his handkerchief upon 
his arm, lying upon another of the richeſt em- 
broidery ; he ſtops at a ſort of free ſtone platform, 
where turning to the eaſt, and bending his body 
almoſt double,. he ſays a few prayers, and pro- 
ceeds to the church of Jeruſalem, which is but a 
very little diſtance from this reſting-place, where 
he ſtays about an hour; in his return to his palace, 
the bridle of the patriarch's horſe reſts upon the 
czar's arm; the horſe, whoſe head is held by a boy 
or nobleman, is covered with white linnen, and 
the patriarch, holding a croſs and diſtributing be- 
nedictions, fits ſideways upon it like a woman: the 
bridle is three ells long, and is ſupported by three 
gentlemen who follow the czar; the patriarch 
wears a flat cap at that time, edged with ermine, 
and finely adorned with loops and buttons of gold 
and diamonds ; before him are diſplayed ſeveral 
pieces of ſtuff, each three or four ells long, and a 
different colour one from another. About five hun- 
dred prieſts aſſiſt at this ceremony, all covered with 
ſuch caps as are ſometimes ſeen in the hands of the 
Roman catholic clergy : thoſe of them who are 


neareſt the patriarch, bear pictures of the holy 
ad Virgins 
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virgin, ornamented with gold, jewels, and beads of 
earl, and others books and croſſes, &c. Some of 
them carry the goſpels, which are ſurprizingly va- 
luable; a fingle leaf has been known to colt fix 
thouſand pound, | | | | 
The lawyers and other gentlemen carry in their 
hands branches of willow inſtead of palm, while 
the proceſſion 1s paſſing, in which I ſhould have 
obſerved there is borne a triumphal arch, contain- 
ing an apple-tree, the fruit of which ſeveral little 
boys fixed for that purpoſe in the machine, endea- 
vour to reach; the czar's guards, as well as other 
ſpectators, proſtrate themſelves on the ground. 
After the ceremony, the czar is preſented by the 
patriarch with a purſe containing a hundred rubles, 
and perhaps he afterwards honours him with his 
company to dinner. * 1 1 
From a niche in the church of Jeruſalem, the 


patriarch gives his bleſſing to the people, conelud- 


ing it with theſe words, Go and eat nothing for 
„three days.” Which injunction having been 
heard by a ſervant of an Engliſh merchant, who 
was a native of a very diſtant province, was un- 
derſtocd according to the letter, and the poor 
fellow abſolutely fulfilled it; however, he ſwore 
he would never go to church again to receive the 
patriarch's bleſſing, which he rather thought a 
curſe, being almoſt ſtarved. 

Eaſter is a ſeaſon of great merriment with them, 
not only for the bleſſing in remembrance of which 
it is obſerved, but becauſe it puts an end to their 
long and. ſevere faſt ; at that time the ſalute is, 
© Chriſt is riſen,” and the anſwer is,“ Yea, he 
is truly riſen;“ and they alſo preſent one another 
with egos finely painted of blue, red, green, and 
other colours; ſome of theſe eggs colt two rix- 
dollars a- piece: while this feltival continues, all 
the czar's houſhold kiſs the patriarch's hand; and 
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to people of the firſt quality he gives three eggs, 
to others two, and to thoſe of an inferior rank 
one, 

No merry-meeting is concluded among the Ruſ. 
ſians without drunkenneſs, and this is ſo common: 
even among the women of faſhion, that the uſual 
anſwer to a lady's meſſage, inquiring after the 

welfare of her gueſts, on the enfuing day, is, „ 

* thank. your miſtreſs for the good cheer with 

& which-ſhe entertained me, for I was ſo merry 

that I can't recollect how I got home.” He 

who dies without confeſſion and extreme unction, 

is not allowed Chriſtian burial, and there is ſome- 

thing ridiculous enough. in their ceremony of bu- 
Tying ;. for as ſoon as the breath has left the body, 
it is put into a coffin, and at the crown of the 

head is laid a piece of bread, that the deceaſed. 

may not be hungry on his road to heaven; to pre- 

ſerve him from being fatigued,, a pair of black. 

ſhoes are put on the feet; for his other neceſſiry 
expences, ſome. ſmall pieces-of money are put into 

the mouth; and in one hand is lodged a {ſcroll of 

paper directed to St. Nicholas, and ſigned by the 

nzriſh prieſt, who therein. aſſerts the deceaſed to 

have been a man of. a good life, It he has Jeſt 

behind him a wife, ſhe is forced not only to appear: 

inconſolable herſelf, but to hire other women to 

mourn for her; who in a very diſmal-ſtrain of la- 

mentation aſk ſuch queſtions as thele : 

Ahl my dear| why did you die? wherefore 
6 did you leave us? had you not.a wife who wes 
« exceedingly dutiful? did not ſhe bring forth 
% handſome children and take good care of your 
& houſe? was ſhe not kind and lovely? I am ſure 
& ſhe did all in her power to ſetve you, and never 

let you want for good brandy ? had you not #5: 
much as you could. poſſibiy drink?“ 1 
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It ſeems they look upon brendy to be the liquor 
of immortality, and they have a fort ſo very ſtrong, 
that it is ſaid to take fire in the mouth, ſo that they 
have generally milk at hand wherewith to quench 


ie; and without this remedy, the country people 


imagine themſelves in great danger. The carnival is 
celebrated by the Muſcovites in the moſt debuched 
manner, and they diink fo hard the week imme- 


diately preceding Lent, that one would imagine 


they were laying in a Rock for life, Many of 
them going home after having taken in more than 
they can bear, fall down in the ſnow, and are fro- 
zen to death; and if they chance to be found by 
any of their acquaintance in that condition, it is a 
great chance if they are relieved ; for ſhould they 
expire in the hands of the aſſiſtant, he is examined 
by a perſon called the judge of the Zemſy precauſe, 
who makes him pay dearly for his charity, 
There are few carnivals without two or three 
hundred ſuch accidents, and it is not uncommon 
to ſee nine or ten dead bodies of people, who have 
periſhed in this manner, drawn all together upon 
one ſledge; one perhaps with a piece gnawed 
from the ſhoulder or the face, and another of 
which nothing is left but bones: thoſe that expire 
thus, are either left two or three days in a certain 


public place to be owned, or elſe carried to the ; 


bogzi- dome or houſe of God, in which is a vaulted 
cave, wherein perhaps three or four hundred car- 
caſſes lie at one time, and theſe the prieſts inter 
one after another in St, John's church-yard ; after 
which the grave, for a whole month, is only co- 
vered with a thick mat to keep out the rain, and 
the prieſt reads a pſalm over it once a day. The 
lacred images kept in their houſes by the Muſco- 
Vites, were generally coarſe and ugly, and it was 
ulual to anſwer, „That their gods were not 
; . (60 ptoud,“ 
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“ proud,“ to ſuch as aſked why they repreſente{ 
them ſo very deformed, When an image wy 

grown old or diſliked by its owner, it was carried 

to him who made it, and with a little money wy, 

given in lieu of a new one; in this ſort of traffic, 

there never was any thing ſaid, the vender puſhing 

the purchaſer from him without ſpeaking a word, 
till be offered up to his liking. 

Thoſe that were deemed entirely uſeleſs, were 
flung with a piece of filver into the water, with 
this farewell, either, © Adieu brother, or, © God 
„ be with you my brother.” If a church chancel 
to be burned, they only ſaid it had aſcended ; and 
they ſaid the ſame of their images, which are 
the firſt things they ſave from a fire. Theſe ima- 
ges they call their St. Nicolaſes, and dreſs them in 
the moſt ſpiendid manner, giving them often, thus 
ofnamented, to the church in which they pay their 
devotions. The prieſts cauſed a poor woman's 
hands to be cut off for taking a ruby or two from 
an image of her own, which ſhe had dretled up 
when in good circumſtances : her diſtreſs was very 
great, ſhe had formerly repreſented it to St. Ni- 
colas, and only aſked him to lend her thoſe jeweis, 
which ſhe took becauſe he made no reply; in- 
terpreting his ſilence into conſent. The St. Ni. 
colaſes that are kept in private houſcs are allo very 
ſplendidly ſet off, but it often happens, upon al 
emergency, that they are ſtripped by their owner | 
ſtark naked. 

Neither the monks nor nuns of Ruſſia are bound 
down by the ſtricteſt rules; the former trade in 
horſes, hops, wheat, or any thing they can make 
money of; and the latter go abroad juſt when they 
. pleaſe, taking more liberties than become their ſex, 
not to talk of their proſefhon, T hoſe who ate 


proved heretics are flung from the top of a lov 
7 | houle 
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houſe into a fire made cloſe to it, wherein they are 
| burned to aſhes. 
A late patriarch has forbid the making of mu- 
ſical inſtruments, as tending to enervate the people 
and damage the ſtate ;, however, they are fondeſt 


| of the bag-pipe, and they have a violin with a bel- 


y like a lute, but they cannot play more than four 
or five notes, their gamut being not at all varied, 
for they uſe ga, ga, ge, inſtead of ſol, fa, la; they 
borrow it either from the Greeks or Sclavonians: 
| their cadences are the moſt extravagant in the world, 


Oo 
and nothing can be conceived more ridiculous than 


It is a little odd that their muſic ſhould be fo 
wretched, as they have public ſchools wherein it is 
taught to their children with great care and exact. 
neſs, The beggars of Muſcovy aſk alms, and ſet 
forth their grievances in a piteous fort of recitative 
and this occalioned a Muſcovite ambaſlador at the 
Hague, for whoſe entertainment the beit voca] and 
inſtrumental performers were provided, to anſwer 
to one who aſked him how he liked the per form- 
ance, © Very well indeed; the beggars with us 
e diſplay their profeſſion in the very fame man- 
© ner.” The warlike muſic of theſe people is the 
kettle drum; they have ſome braſs hunting-horns 
and trumpets, which they know not rightly how 
to manage. Dancing they think much beneath 
their gravity 3 but their Tartarian and Poliſh ſlaves 
are called in, to divert their hours of diſſipation and 
revelling with uncouth meaſures. 

The government of Muſcovy is abſolute mo- 
narchy. Here are few written laws; cuſtom is the 
general rule of the courts of juſtice, which are ca]- 
led precguſes, and the ſentence pronounced by the 
Judge (when he is not bribed, a failing to which 
| he is \ery liable) is deciſive. The clerks kneel, tho? 
Ney have tables before them, and write their lines 

| > very 
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very far diſtant from one another, by which meang 

they waſte a deal of paper, and increaſe the expence 

of their client, who ſuffers as much in the hands d 


to pretend giving a diſtin& account of them, T he 
is one eſtabliſhed in every province, the bead d 
which repreſents the czar, and has under bim! 
chancellor, diack or ſecretary, ſub- ſecretatics, & 


ll 


MPs —— © 7 
— 


i theſe harpies, who are called podiacks, and their. 

wy principal diack, as if his affairs were under the di. 

4 rection of an Engliſh attorney. Their law buſineßz 

1 runs like petition, and the ſheets containing it are 

} rolled up, and preſented by the advocate to the 

1 judge, or to a boyar who ſuperintends him, if he 

Fl | thinks proper to fill the bench; and he anſwers by 

'Y his ſecretary, by whom buſineſs is but ſlowly dil. 

| | patched, if the advocate is not permitted to eros 

ll his palm : the touch of money rouſes him from his 

|] inattention, and inſpires him with expedition, The 

7 - Ruſſian alphabet conſiſts of forty- two characten 

1 moſt of them Greek. 

lt; 4 CHAT. aA. 

15 Their courts of juſtice and uſage of criminals; tlii 

4 propenſity io many crimes of a very hirrid na un: 

1 their prodigious veneration for St. Nicolus; the mat: 

F ner in which great men atone for the r rapine ; i 

* charadter of the Ruſſian language; a character if 

12 the Poles introduced; great barbaritiy in the Pal 

15 laws ; the Poles a very naſiy people; puwdering il. 
1 hair fir/t uſed by them ; ſome acc:urt of the al | 
15 toms and manners of the Circaſſians; Ruſſia rei | 
Ts rem the Tartarian government; a remarkable ji | 
4 of an Engliſh ambaſſador, 1 
* ＋ HE proceedings in general of the Ruſlan 8 
is courts of judicature are too confuſed for WS 
45 


= 
nn) 


d 


if the judge is not corrupted, the plaintiff is almoſt 
{ure to obtain a verdict in his favour. _ 1 

Criminals are ſeldom condemned to death in 
Ruſſia; whipping is a common puniſhment ; but 
they have others to which death is far preferable, 


ug EF" ST -E SEE 


and if no body elſe proſecutes a murderer, the ma- 
giſtrate never does. No man can be convicted of a 
capital crime unleſs he confeſſes it himſelf; but 
the means uſed to force that confeſſion, are terrible 
indeed! The criminal firſt undergoes the ſtrapado; 
if he continues ſilent, he is laſhed by the common 
executioner with a cat a-nine-tails, ſix or ſeven 
blows of which might kill, if forcibly applied; 
his ſides are ſometimes pierced with red-hot irons ; 
or his bones are ſlit, ſalted, and hanging fill to 


prove mute, great pains are taken to cure his 
wounds, and if he ſurvives, theſe torments are re- 
peated after twenty days. At other times the poor 
wretch is half flead; and if he bears all out with 
reſolution, the horrid ſcene is cloſed by dropping 


cloſe ſh:ven. - DE Es i Yr 
A coiner is forced to ſwallow ſome metal melted, 
of the coin which he counterfeited. A man who 


p ſhot an owl in the court-yard of the palace, had 
1 bis right-hand and left leg cut off, becauſe ſome of 


| the ſhot chanced to enter the czar's chamber. Trai- 
tors, after being ſeverely tortured, are ſent into Si- 


ears cut off, abandoned on the road to periſh. 

| Hanging offenders is a practice very lately intro- 
| Cuced into Ruſſia; it was formerly not allowed of, 
becauſe they ſuppoſed the ſoul was thereby forced 
| throuzh the fundament, and that it could not paſs 
that way without being defiled. The criminal is 
obliged to tie the rope about his own neck, and to 
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A murderer may be brought off for a certain ſum; 


his body, broiled on a ſlow fire; ſhould he ſtill 


Ma, neg 


boiled lead regularly on his head, for that purpole 


beria, perhaps with their eyes pulled out, or their 
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fing himſelf off when the executioner bids him, 
Though the office of hangman is not ſo reputable 


here as in France, where it confers gentility, if you 


will believe him who enjoys it, yet it is hereditary, 
and the father is carefu] to give his children a true 
| knowledge of the trade. Neither ſodomy nor bef. 
tiality are here, as in other countries, puniſhed 
with death; to prevent theſe beaſtly practices, which 
are too common, marriage is prodigiouſly encou- 


raged ; for to ſuch an height had they reached || 
ſome time ago, that a fellow being ſurpriſed cloſely 


intriguing with a cow, cried out to him who caught 
him in this abominable action, ** Ne miſheay;” 
which is as much as to ſay, Do not diſturb me;” 
and from that time forward this unnatural crime has 
been called, ne miſheay. Criminals uſed, till 
very lately, to be brought to a trial at Moſcow, from 
all parts of the kingdom, which was expenſive and 
inconvenient. 15 . 

The people who inhabit about Archangel and 
Cola look upon St. Nicholas as a god; and it would 
be as much as a man's life is worth to ſeem to ſuſ- 
pect the truth of their affirming that be ſailed from 
Italy to a place near Archangel, called St. Ni- 
cholas's Port, upon a millſtone. 

They celebrate feſtivals in honour of other ſaints; 
but him they hold in the greateſt eſteem, ſaying, be 
was one of themſelves, and a native of Ruſſia, con- 


ſequently he muſt naturally have more regard for 


them than .St. Peter or St. Paul, who never knew 
them. The boyars or great men, who are wealthy, 

having perhaps amaſſed their riches by plundering 
ſtrangers, or invading the property of neighbouring 
nations, think that, by building churches, which 
they furniſh with a good ring of bells, and ſeveral 
richly adorned St. Nicholaſes, they expiate all theif 
offences in the ſight of heaven. The Ruſhans, 


except thoſe who are a little poliſhed by w— 
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RELATING TO RUSSIA: 219 
with foreign nations, are all barbarous and brutal. 
. The language of Ruſſia, in which there are forty- 
two charatters, ſome of them Greek, differs from 
that of Poland as the Scotch dialect does from the 
Engliſh 3 and though the latter is counted more 
polite and expreſlive, it is not in reality leſs barſh ; 
for in ſome words there are fix conſonants, together, 
without one intervening vowel, ſo that they cannot 
be ſpoken without ſputtering. : 251 

The Muſcovites cannot go out of the czar's do- 
minions without his leave, which is not eaſily obtain- 
ed; and this reſtriction gives the Poles, who may 
trave] whither they pleaſe, an opportunity of excel- 
ling them in manners: yet the Poles, with all their 
advantages, are ſtiil leſs poliſhed than their ſouthern 
neighbours; they are proud, ignorant, prodigal, 
oſtentatious, and ſelf conceited ; they affect ſhewy 
horſes and rich furniture, theſe being what firſt 
ſtiike the eye; they are willing to entertain ſtran- 
gers, in order to give impreſſions of their grandeur, 
for three or four days, but not longer; in that time 
they diſplay their utmoſt vanity, and make their 
guelts four or five times drunk, for they drink as 
hard, or rather harder than the Ruſſians, and there 
is ſcarcely a gentleman in all Poland who has not 
been maimed or wounded, for they are very quar- 
relſome in their cups, at ſome drunken bout. The 
laws of Poland are ſo barbarous, that a murderer 
is only fined in a certain ſum of money. To kill a 
ciown colts about five crowns, and the -price riſes 
in proportion to the rank in life of the perſon mur- 
dered, The regal power is prodigiouſly con- 
fined; the king can do nothing without the con- 
ſent of the general diet; and it is in the power of 
one member to prevent a point of the utmoſt con- 
ſequence from being carried, by laying his hand to 
bis word, which implies his readineſs to oppoſe it. 

Nothing can be done here without unanimity, Hen- 
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the Poliſh crown ſuch a burden, that he refuſed tg 
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their intereſt ſhould require it. The Ruſſians bow 
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ry III. who afterwards reigned in France, found 


keep it upon any terms. 

The Muſcovites, when they conquered Vilna, and 
ſome provinces on the Poliſh frontiers, were poxcd 
by the Poliſh women; the diſorder was unknown 
before that time in Ruſſia, but common in Poland, az 
well as a ſcurf called plica, cauſed by drinking wa 
ter, that flows over ſtrata of arſenic whereby it is 
impregnated, Once this got footing in a family, 
it ſpread round, and every member was ſure of 
being infected : perhaps no diſtemper can be mote 
loathſome ; it is not only offenſive in the higheſt de- 
gree to the eye but to the noſe; for no old ulcer 
can ſmell worſe, yet it is thought a ſign of health, 
and a mark of quality: a gentleman has but a bid 
opinion of himſelf if he is without it. The hair of 
the monks as well as gentry is often ſeen ſo clotted 
together, that the fight is enough to turn one“ 
ſlomach ; thoſe horſes which are touched with it 
are deemed moiſt bold and ſerviceable ; their tail 
are often glewed together with the matter iſſuing 
from the ſores, and if ever fo little of it be cut 
off, the beaſt either runs mad, dies, or by falling 
lame, blind, &c. is rendered unfit for uſe, It 
ſaid, that to hide this ſcurf, the Polanders fill 
brought up the faſhion of powdering the hair, which 
was from them copied by other European nations: 
nor is this improbable, for ſtarch is a great manu- 


facture in Poland, 5 N 
The Muſcovites in private affairs are very faith- 
ful ; they abhor nothing ſo much as a falſe oath, 
and yet they ſcruple not breaking the moſt ſolemn t 


alliances, and the moſt explicit public treaties, i 


very low when they ſalute ; the Poles are more 
ſtately and upright ;_ the Tartars claſp the knees ol 


their ſuperiors, but equals they ſalute by ſhaking 
| 7 > 
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one hand, and putting a finger of the other on the 
mouth of him whom they addreſs; and the Cir- . 
caſhans inquire after the welfare of the ſervants, 
cows, ſheep, dogs, horſes, cocks, hens, and tur- 
keys of him whom they compliment. 2 

The Circaſſians inhabit part of Tartary, where 
the ſoil is more temperate and fertile than that of 
Ruſſia; they are ſwarthy in their complexions, and 
barbarous in their manners. T he women are fat, 
and ſo given to drinking, that at a public enter- 
tainment they are generally ſeen to reel before the 

victuals are ſerved up; then they eat themſelves ſo- 
ber, get drink a ſecond time, and a ſecond time 
diſpel the fumes of their exceſs, by dancing, of which 
they are very fond, or. ſome other agreeable exer- 
ciſes. Their common muſical inſtrument is a fid- 
dle, and he who cannot play muſt not expect to be 
a favourite with the ladies. 5 
The Circaſſians having in an inſurrection deſtroy- 
ed all their nobility, they are now divided into 
tribes, each governed by a colonel choſen by the 
people, who make very free both with his perſon 
and office. Their religion is the ſame with that 
of Ruſſia, with this difference, that the Ruſſians 
allow no ſtrangers to enter their church-doors, 
while the Circaſſians throw theirs open to every 
body, and receive ſtrangers in general with the 
greateſt hoſpitality and kindneſs. They are much 
addicted to witchcraft, and it is a favourite ſtudy 
with the women of quality, not only here but in 


' 
oY 
N 
3 
£ | 
5 
3 N 
"4 
1 
zF 
1 
11 
: 
" 
4 
} 
£ 
* 
1 
{# 
P 
5 
5 
5 
S; 
2 
0 


- 


other parts of Tartary. . 
KRuſſia was under the dominion of the Tartars 
till 1479, when John ſovereign duke of Volſdo- 
mir, a man of great bravery, ſeized on Moſcow, 
and drove the Tartars out of the empire; his ſuc- 
ceſſor John Baſilowitz, ſirnamed the Tyrant, raiſed 
| the reputation. cf the Ruſſians, before that time the 
| contempt of the north, very conſiderably; he was 
3 courage- 
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courageous and prudent, but very whimſical : he 
one day preſented to his ſecretary of ſtate an hum- 
ble petition, ſigned by himſelf, in which he entreat. 
ed him to raiſe for him, againſt a certain time ſpeci. 
fied, an army of two hundred thouſand men; in 
return for which he promiſed always to remember 
him in his prayers. The ſecretary, who knew his 
oddities, raiſed the army as faſt. as poſſible, and 
with it John made himſelf maſter of Siberia, and 
feveral other large territories. He was kind to the 
commonalty, and ſevere to the nobility ; for which 
reaſon he was very dear to the populace. He ge 
nerally carried a ſtick in his hand with a ſharp iron 
point, wherewith he uſed to prick the boyars in the 

| legs as he talked to them, and he who bore this tor- 

KY ture without flinching, he ever after valued. 


He fined the inhabitants of Bologda ſeverely for 


2 * 1 : cs 4 E 5 


iy cheating their cuſtomers with a ſhort yard; and 
1 ſome Engliſhmen having unthinkingly laughed at 
1 his freaks, he ordered them to be brought into his 
1 preſence, and to frighten them, ordered they ſhould 
4 be ſtripped ſtark naked; however, he only puniſh- 
_ ed them by ſetting-them to pick up peaſe, five or 
1 fx baſkets of which were, for that purpoſe ſcattered 


about the chamber; when he had thus tired them 
| Heartily, he ordered them to be refreſhed with li- 


14 quor, then diſmiſſed them, with an admonition 
74 | 10 behave better for the future, telling them they 
#4 ſhould not efcape ſo well another time. 

: 1B It was John Bafilowitz who ordered the hat of 
. an ambaſſador to be nailed to his head, for appeat- 
4 ing covered in his preſence; but this did not in- 


Elizabeth to Moſcow, from boldly wearing his hat 


7 Fr ? ; | 5 5 . 
= timidate Sir Jeremy Bowes, ambaſſador from queen 
ö 


= in his preſence; John thereupon aſked him, if he 
1 had not heard how he had puniſhed an ambaſſa- 


{I dor already, for preſuming to take ſuch a liberty; 
4 « Yes, Sir, anſwered Sir Jeremy, but I am the 
| ' | ; i 65 queen 
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« queen of England's ambaſſador, who never yet 
« {to0d barebeaded to any prince whatſoever ; her I 
« repreſent, and on her I depend to do me right if 
« am inſulted,” A brave fellow this, ſays the 
& czar, turning to one of his nobles, who dares to 
« act and talk thus for his miſtreſs's honour ;- 
« which of you would do as much for me? | 

The ambaſſador became a favourite with him, 
and this favour procured him the envy of the nobi- 
lity, one of whom, having ſome influence over the 
czar, adviſed him to try Sir Jeremy's ſkill in horſe- 
manſhip, for which he was famous, in breaking one 
that was wild, an experiment in which he hoped: 
Sir Jeremy might break his neck; but he had the 

mortification to find himſelf diſappointed ;. for the 
gallant Engliſhman not only backed, but tired him, 
ſo that he lay down under him, loſt his mettle, and 
died in a few days. This adventure recommended 
him ſtiil more ſtrongly to the zar, who ever after 

diſtinguiſhed him in the moſt honourable manner. 

In a progreſs which this czar made through the 
different parts of his empire, not only the boyars or 
nobility, but almoſt every body, ſo well was he be- 
loved, made him preſents; among others a ſhoe- 
maker determined to ſhow his loyalty, after having 
conſulted with his wife in what manner this might 
belt be done, rooted up a very large turnip that 
grew in his, garden, which together with a pair of 
lopkies or ſhoes, he laid at the czar's feet, who 
was ſo pleaſed: with the gift that he ordered his 
whole court to buy fhoes of him, and pay twice 
their value, whereby the ſhoemaker was ſoon en- 
riched, and left a good eſtate among his children,, 
who were diſtinguiſhed by the name of Lopoſtkies. 
Near this ſhoemaker's houſe ſtood a tree, at which 
every traveller in remembrance of him throws off 
his old ſhoes. | 7 

Lhe czar,. by ſome ſtrange chance appriſed of 
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the views of a gentleman: who, from the encoy. 
ragement given the ſhoemaker, expected alſo ſome 
| Vaſt recompence for his loyalty, ordered the ſhoe- 
maker's turnip to be preſented to him in return 
for a very fine horſe. 8 | 
It is faid of John Baſilowitz, that one winter's 
day he rambled out in a very mean dreſs, to a vil 
lage in the neighbourhood of Moſcow, at every 
houſe of which he to no purpoſe entreated a loqg- 
ing, till he came to the hut of a poor man, whole 
Ul | wife was in labour, and who regaled him fo the 
1 beſt of his abilities; in return he told him that he 
1 would viſit him the next day, and bring godfathers 
7 and godmothers to preſide at the chriſtening of his 
1 | child. According to which promiſe he came with 
[12 | . a very ſplendid train, made a rich man of his hoſt, 
"| and ordered every houſe in the village, his except- 
ed, to be burned, and the inhabitants to be turn- 
ed into the fields, telling them, that perhaps they 
might prove more charitable when they themſelves 
1 experienced the inclemencies of a winter-ſky, and 
1 | knew what it was to be expoſed during a cold long 
5 night, without covering or proviſion, to the rigor 
of the ſeaſon. 35 I 
He made one in a gang of robbers, and propol- 
4 ed plundering the royal treaſury, offering to ſhew 
= them an eaſy way to do it; the fellow to whom he 
ſpoke about it, gave him a ſound box on the ear, 
and told him he was a raſcal for daring to think of 
abuſing fo good a prince, when there were ſo many 
rich boyars who preyed upon him, and were not 
only fair game, but would yield a good booty out of 
what they filched from the czar, This anſwer pleal- | 
ed John ſo very well, that he changed caps with 
him, and bade him meet him the next day at Du- 
= retz, to be merry over a cup of brandy and metheg- 
4 Jin. The robber kept the appointment, and was lur- 


prized to meet the czar, who called to him, gave 
| 1 0 _ tim 
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him good advice, and to enable him to obſerve it, 
conferred on him a place at court, and through his 
means deſtroyed the gang to which he belonged, 
The czar Michael, grandfather to Peter the Great, 
was a prince of great humanity and virtue, very 
kind to ſtrangers, and ambitious of being upon good 
terms with the other chriſtian powers of Europe: 
de would have given his daughter in marriage to 
count Wolmer, natural ſon to the king of Den- 
mark, but the Ruſſian clergy oppoſed it becauſe he 
was a heretic; whereupon the Daniſh prince chal- 
lenged him to difpute the truth of their reſpective 
religious tenets with one of his chaplzins, which they 
declined; at which refuſal the czar Michael was very 
angry, faying, they profeſſed a ſtrange fort of faith 
if it was not to be defended by reaſon and argu- 
ment: after which reprimand he was ſeized about 
bed-time with a violent vomiting, and died, not 
without ſuſpicion of prieſtly poiſon, as a paſſport 


to heaven, before the next morning. His empreſs 


did not long ſurvive him, and the match was there- 
upon dropped. He had two ſons, the elder of 


whom died young; he was a prince of great abi- 
liies, but very cruel in his childiſh years, taking 


great delight in torturing pigeons, by plucking out 
their cyes, and then wringing off their heads, call- 


| wag them rebels and traitors. 
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He uſed to faſt at leaſt eight months out of the 


. cept on Saturdays, Sundays, and Tueſdays; on the 
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T 
Some anecdotes relating t1 Peter the Great*s father, 
His character a very good one; his grief for Killing 
an officer : Ruſſia greatly depopulated in his reign, 
and the reaſons for it given: the hiſtory of Boaris, 
© his being baniſhed from court, and recalled : his ſe. 
curing the regard of the people, and dies univerſally 
” regreied the Ruſſian government well regulated in 
many things by Eliah Danelawitz : the character if | 
* Naſhokin chancellor of the empire : the werd czar 
explained : his many titles, immenſe revenues and 
Fiches. x 


FT HE czarowitz Alexis Michaelowitz ſucceed- 
d his father Michael; he was a man about 
fix foot high, full and ſanguine, of a very noble 
preſence, generous and good natured, but cruel in 
his anger. It was remarkable that he never ſhaved 
his beard. Being one day ſolicited to ſign the death- 
warrant of a deſerter, he refuſed it, ſaying, it was 
unreaſonable he ſhould die for want of ſo much cou- 
rage as another, when God had not thought proper 
to beſtow it. He was very devout, not at all de- 
bauched, a kind parent, a good father, and a lov- 
ing huſband, He aſſiſted morning and evening at 
public worſhip ; and if his health did not permit that 
attendance, ſervice was performed in his chamber. 


twelve, during general faſts making no ſet meals, ex- 


other days eating only brown bread and ſalt, with 
cucumbers or pickled muſhrooms, and drinking no- 
thing but a little ſmall beer. At public proceſſions 
he always aſſiſted bareheaded, provided the wea- 
ther was dry ; he furniſhed a good example to his 
people of morality and * : but he would 

not 
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not permit them to leave large legacies to the church; 
and in caſes of extremity, under pretence of borrow- 
ing, did not ſeruple to take the plate deſtined for the 
ſervice of the altar; to this expedient he was obliged, 
his own finances being not otherwiſe ſufficient, 
the church at leaſt poſſeſſing two. thirds of the 
empire's riches. , On the night of Good Friday it 
was cuſtomary with him to viſit the priſons, diſcharge 
debtors, pardon ſome criminals, and relieve others; 
jn a few words, he had numberleſs good qualities, 
and had he not ſometimes been miſguided: by his 
miniſters, might have been ranked among the wiſ-- 
eſt princes of his time. 1 a 
He ſeldom drank hard; his common liquor was 
ſmall beer enlivened with oy} of cinnamon or cinna- 
mon- water, which is in great uſe among the people 
of quality in Ruſſia; as allo a drink not unlike oat-- 
ale, which is called brague, as well as rye-bread,« 
deemed by the Ruſſians wholſomer than wheaten> 
| bread, and of this he was very fond. He uſed: 
to be pleaſed with making his attendants: drunk, 
that he might thus ſee their various humours; and: 
be always ſent a diſh from his own table to his- 
greateſt favourites, On Eaſter-day his nobility and? 
gentry kiſſed his hand, and he-preſented them with 
eg gS. 1 5 
At about a league diſtant from Moſcow he erects- 
ed a large and commodious workhouſe, richly en- 
dowed for the reception of the poor, who are- 
therein employed in manufacturing hemp and flax. 
He alſo built an boſpital within the precincts of his 
own palace, for the maintenance of old men in- 
iftreſs, with whom he often delighted to diſcourſe; 
| of old times. One of the fineſt fights in the world 
was to fee him and his court encamped at Obra-- 
ſankſy, a country- place about three miles from 
Moſcow, | where he generally ſpent part of the ſum- 
mer, in the moſt magnificent tents, his own being: 
1 5 L 6 cloth 
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Ch of gold lined with fables; that of the ezarina, 
of cloth of filver, lined with ermines; thoſe of the 

other nobility made of rich ſtuffs and elegant lin. 
ings; and in the midſt of all, one of a molt ſplendid 
appearance, which ferved fos a church : guards were 
poſted at proper-diſtances to keep every thing in due 
order, and all around were placed paliſadoes to ex- 
clude the mob. The czar Alexis always regreted 
his having ſtabbed thro? the heart a man who when 
he went on a journey preſſed forward to ſpeak to 


him, a liberty which is forbid to every ſubject; 


wherefore he ſuſpected this man of a deſign to aſ- 
ſaſſinate him. On the deceaſed's being ſearched 
he was found to be quite unarmed, and to have in- 
tended only preſenting a petition to the czar, whom 
he had no other, way of approaching, craving that 
juſtice might be done him upon Peter Stelicoro, go- 
vernor of White Ruſſia, under whom he ſerved as a 


Captain, and who owed him three years pay, which 


he did not think fit to pay him. Stelicoro was ſent. 
for to court, ſtripped of his honours and poſſeſſions, 


and base! in the moſt wretched circumſtances, 


the czar ſaying, that the blood of the deceaſed ſhould 
lie at Stelicoro s door, he being the real caufe of his 
death. 
He was fond of hunting fallow· deer, and, pro- 
vided he ran them down, never minded killing 
them: he uſed often to fowl with falcons, and al- 
ways lay in his ſhirt and drawers under a rich! quilt | 
of ſkin, having but one ſheet oyer and one under 


Him; in his reign the country of Ruſſia was fo 


extremely depopulated, that along the banks of the 
Wolga {ix women were to be met for one man; and 
this ſcarcity was cauſed partly by the inroads of the 


Tartars, who carried above three hundred thou: 


ſand of the natives into captivity, partly by his own 
inclination to war, which often hurried him into 


| n bloody diſputes * his neighbours, and by. 


a peſti· 
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z peſtilence which deſtroyed eight hundred thouſand” 
men in fix yearn ont oe hid d ance ads 
Many Jews were introduced to his court through 
the means of a Jewiſh ſurgeon who pretended to 
be a Lutheran, and had eſtabliſhed himſelf at Moſ- 
cow, by pimping for Bogdan Matfeig, high ſtew- 
ard of the czar's houſhold, Matfeig was bred up 
as the czar's companion, by whom he was held in 
very great eſteem. His wife becoming jealous of 
him on account of his keeping many concubines, 
particularly Poliſh girls, of whom he was very fond, 
rew ſo intolerably ill- humoured, that he poiſoned 
her ; but the people, among whom ſome of his foes 
whiſpered the murder, murmuring at it, the czar. 
left it to his choice, either to marry a wife and for- 
ſake his miſtreſſes, or quit his poſt. You may be 
perſuaded that he pitched upon the former part of 
the alternative. The Dutch had ſecured his intereſt 
by preſents, and he was no friend to the Engliſh, 
The czar Alexis never viſited any of his ſubjeQs, 
except his governor Boaris Juanowitz, and that but 
once, when he was in a very bad ſtate of health. 
Boaris had been a great favourite with his fa- 
ther, in whoſe education-he and a brother of his 
called Cleat ſharcd for it is uſual to breed up ſome 
young people of quality upon an equal footing 
with the czarowitz, or ſon of the czar, by way of 
company for him. - Boaris at length obtained ſuch 
an aſcendancy over him, that the management of 
all affairs, whether -public or private, was intruſt- 
ed to him. He retrenched the expences of his maſ- 
ter's houſhold conſiderably, removed to diſtant go- 
vernments ſuch of the nobility as were any way to 
be feared, and, ſuperior to all their intrigues, ad- 
vanced none but thoſe in whom he could confide. 
The people, ſtirted up by the male- contents who 
were out of place, accuſed the miniſter of many 
acts of injuſtice, and to appeaſe their clamours the 
| (Zar 


2360 AUTHENTIC: MEMOIRS 


ezar was obliged to baniſh him from court, but 
the. commonalty found the change for the worſe; 
if they imagined themſelves © before aggrieved, 
they now found themſelves oppreſſed; murmurs 
enſued : Boaris, who was a good politician, was. 
foon acquainted with this lucky juncture, nor 
did he fail to improve the flame, in ſuch a manner, 
that at length thoſe very people who had been 
moſt forward to promote his exile, laboured for his 
return: it was a favour which they petitioned the 
czar to grant; it correſponded with his own wiſhes, 
and he gratified them. Boaris returned to court in 
triumph; he was reſtored to his former power; bis 
misfortunes had taught him moderation; he was 
more careful to oblige the people, and tenacious of 
their liberties ;. ſo that every day increaſed their 
eſteem for bim: nor were thoſe'who had aſſiſted 
his recall without feeling the effects of his grati- 
tude. In ſhort, when he died, he was bewailed by 
his prince, .and lamented by the people ; the ancient 
nobility alone, whoſe ambitious ſchemes he had of- 
ten traverſed, expreſſed little concern for ſo very fig: 
nal a loſs. 

To him Eliah Duneliwims: owed bie promotion 
even to the rank of general of the czar's army. We 
have remarked before, that the czarina was daugh- 
ter to Eliah, and that the mateh was hrought about 
by Boaris; their riſe was great, but owing to the 
czar's ut accuſtomed to chuſe a wife among his 
own people. Eliah had formerly kept a tavern, 
and his daughter ſold} muſhrooms in the market: 
notwithſtanding the meanneſs of his origin, Eliah 
was a man of abilities; he was vigilant, bold, dar- 
ing, and his memory ſo excellent, that he knew. 
the buſineſs of every man about court; whether: 
civil or military, and could diſtinguiſh the quarters 
of eighty thouſand men, with the names and cha- 


racters of all the different officers; beſides, he was 
at 
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RELATING TO RUSSTA.. 227 
it the head of the treaſury, and poſſeſſed five or ſix: 
other. conſiderable poſts, all which he managed 
very judiciouſly, till his intellects were hutted by 
an àpoplectic fit. His only fault was a tincture of 
' avarice, which induced him to be too rapacious: 
however the czar,. who rather feared than loved 
him, overlooked this blemiſh, knowing himfelf to be 
heir to what he hoarded, in right to the czarina. 
When Eliah's health became impaired; the ad- 
miniſtration of public affairs devolved upon Naſho- 
kin, a man of wiſdom, integrity, and temper; his- 
behaviour in the chancellorſſip, the government of 
Ruſſia Minor, and ſeveral other conſiderable char- 
ges, in which Eliah had been his predeceſſor, re- 
dounded much to the honour of the Ruſſian em 
pire; he concluded an advantageous peace, and 
formed an alliance with Poland, and made Ruſha 
the chief mart of the ſilk-trade of Europe, contriv-- 
ing to have it brought. hither from Perſia and the 
Indies, and from thence diſperſed to all parts; but. 
this trade was but of ſhort continuance, | 
He reformed the emperor's houſhold, and regu- 
lated the imperial laws; to him was owing the 
power conferred upon the governor and council 
of every province, enabling them to pronounce ſen-. 
tence in criminal cauſes, without removing them to 
Moſcow as formerly; and it was his wiſdom that 
curtailed the laws. A fellow who had abandoned 
the Jewiſh religion for the. turban, and ſerved as- 
interpreter to the Perſian merchants at Moſcow, 
having accuſed Naſhokin of being guilty of ſome in- 
juſtice in the court of ambaſſadors whereof he was 
chancellor; the czar anſwered, that he would. exa- 
mine into it, and that if the interpreters allegati- *' 
ons were found falſe, he ſhould ſuffer dearly for the 
flander, He kept his word; the renegado was prov- 
ed a liar, and received thirty ſevere laſhes, of which 
I | N he 


2 N * e md s . — = 
EL OO REI —— — A . nn 
. * 7 * 
2 4 2 2 * — — A. - we 4 GA « ge N C " - _ = 2 A - 
ie © I ies ner Cohan ern eB AE LECT AR a oh rr r 3 n 
2 W 1 rn = \ \ 
= 1 — « £ * 


8 
— v 


* — 1 it oh ar: 
8 — a 5 N 18 — — — 
„nr - i; hae Wr hg; es "ou 
—_ ccc 


0 — — 


* 


— 


232 AUTHENTIC MEM OIRS 

he did not ſpeedily recover, while the chancellor: 
character of juſtice was more firmly eſtabliſhed than 
even... : „ 1 

Naſhokin, who was a zealous aſſerter of mo- 

narchical principles, had been often heard to ſay, 
that he wondered all the kings in Europe, inſtead 
of aſſiſting, did not unite to deſtroy. the Dutch, 
and root out all republics, which are only ſervice- 
able to vagabonds and rebels, to whom they are an 
aſylum. Having peruſed a news paper. wherein 

was rehearſed the ravages committed by the plague 
in London, he obſerved, it was ſtrange the Engliſh 
ſhould chuſe thus to ſpread the alarm of their miſ- 
fortunes; the wretched, ſaid he, publiſh their un- 

| happy circumſtances that they may profit by the 
compaſſion they excite, but the Engliſh can have 
no manner of deſign in letting all the world know 
that their metropolis is laid waſte by a peſtilence, 
except to warn the world to avoid them, as light- 

| houſes are fixed near places of danger, to teach the 
pilot to ſhun them. 


The conduct of Eliah Naſhokin, and two other 
able miniſters, has brought the czar's court into 
ſome eſteem. The word czar, which in the Rul- 
Han tongue ſignifies*emperor, is ſo like Ceſar, that 
it appears evidently to be derived from it. The 
bearing of the czar, like that of Germany, is a 

" ſpread eagle, with this difference, that to the 
breaſt of the Ruſſian eagle is affixed St. George on 
horſeback, and there is a mitre between the divid- 
ed heads; it it ſaid the George was added by John 
Baſtlowitz, on his being honoured with the order 
of the garter by queen Elizabeth, to whom it was 
ſaid by ſome politicians of thoſe days, -he once in- 
tended to have made propoſals of marriage : be 
that as it will, it is certain he had a great reſpect 

for the Engliſh, and once when things went very 

Wrong with him, and an inſurrection at Moſcow 

4 ” obliged 
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obliged him to quit that city, and retire with his 


treaſures to Wologda, where he fortified" himſelf, 
he had ſome notion of taking refuge in England. 
The czar's titles are, by the grace of God, great. 


lo d, czar, duke of Great, Little, and White Ruflia, 


ſovereign of Moſcow, Kiovia, Pladomir, and No- 


| vogorod, &c. czar of Caſan, czar of Aſtracan, czar 


of Siberia, Jord of Pleſcow, great duke of Smolenſko, 
| Twerko, Ugoſko, Perinſko, Vealſko, Bolgaricko, 


lord and great duke of Novogorod, of the pro- 
vinces of Charnigora, Rheſan, Reſtore, Yaraſlieve, 


Belowzer, Odouria, Obderia, and Condinea ; lord 
of all the countries lying to the north, lord of the 
land Yeveria, of all the dutchies of Cotileran, of 
Grewzintan, and of ſeveral other countries and ſo- 
Pg pere eaſt, weſt, and north, which we inhe- 
tit © 
| - cellars, . 8 4} FT 1 
In this manner was the great ſeal of the empire 
of Ruſſia inſcribed. The czar's dominions are ex- 
tenſive, his revenues large, and he has a vaſt quan- 
| tity of large jewels; moſt of them indeed are flaw- 
ed, but the Ruſſians never mind that defect. He 
has many palaces and country retreats, elegantly 
furniſhed, and the apartments hung with the moſt 
beautiful tapeſtries. The gentlemen of his Bed- 
chamber never enter it, but wait within call; and 
though he has miniſters of ſtate that live in great 
ſplendor, they do not enjoy the ſame diſtinction that 
they are elſewhere uſed to. When the czar ap- 
pears in public, which is only on certain days of 
| general rejoicings, his apparel is the richeſt that 
can be imagined, and his attendants, which are 
very numerous, make a glorious ſhew. When he 
deines in public, which is very ſeldom, his nobles 
{ allo eat in his preſence; his guards are poſted 
& round his palace, and ſtand as fixed and ſilent as if 
| they had ſeen the Gorgon-head. No body is ad- 
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234 AUTHENTIC MEMOTRS 
mitted into the inner- court whoſe - perſonal atten. 
dance is not requiſite. Ty . 
The czar's dreſs differs from that of his noble; 
in nothing but its being richer; nor does that of 
the czarina vary from what her attendant ladies 
wear, except in her having a higher head dreſ 
and longer ſhift- ſleeves; her gown, as. well as thoſe 
of her women, are not. unlike our. judges robes, 
trailing upon the ground. She. ſometimes travels 
by night in a chariot, with ſuch women in her train 
as are neceſſary about her perſon ; and at other 
times they hunt together aſtride on their horſe 
like men, each having a hat on her head, and: 
Kain of ſilk about her neck. All the czar's iflue 
are called czarowitzes: when the czarina is brought 
to bed all his ſubjects make him preſents, and he 
returns them; or if he does not, he is ſure to pay 
for them much more than their value. 
Death is the reward of him who blabs of what 
is done in the czar's palace, or who preſumes to 
penetrate into his deſigns; and ſo fearful are the 
people, that when a gentleman inquired: what was 
| the uſe of a certain building, which was: erected 
to manufacture flax and hemp in, the workmen an- 
ſwered, that no body knew but God and the czar, 
"Fhe czar was once accuſtomed. to examine the re- 
giſters of his chancery every night, and to maintain 
men of capacity as ſpies, who made ſhift to get 
into the houſes of ambaſſadors and other great men, 
as well as to aſſiſt at weddings and other ſeſti- 
vals; theſe men faithfully obſerved every thing that 
paſſed, and transferred it to their maſter's ears. 
The czar is ſo far maſter of the effects of his 
people, that the heirs of a ſubject who dies mull 
petition a certain court erected for that purpoſe, 
before they can enter upon his eſtate, He is in- 
heritor- of the poſſeſſions of thoſe who die inteſtate, 
and have no heirs, as: well: as of. thoſe who fortelt 
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their poſſeſſions when convicted of ſome capital of- 
fence, His cuſtoms both on 1mports and exports: 
are very conſiderable ; he is Jandlord of the brandy 
and beer ſhops, the rents of which yield him a vaſt 


ſum of money, for ſome of them are let out at two 


thouſand piſtoles per year. The ſtoves and baths 
are alſo in his property, and produce a large revenue; 
for the Muſcovites, men, women, and children, are 
obliged by their religion to bathe often, and they 


pay ſo much each time. When the bath is too hot, 


it is tempered with cold water, and many Ruffians 
rowl themſelves in ſnow before they enter the ſtove- 
| chambers. Thoſe who hold land immediately from 
| the czar are obliged to furniſh his houſhold with 
proviſions of all ſorts, as meal, oats, honey, beer, 
metheglin, fiſh, oyl, &c. in certain quantities to 
each member. | ; h | 


The czar himſelf is the principal merchant of 


his own dominions, for he barters pot- aſnies, hemp, 
and flax at Archangel for ſilks, fables, velvets, tif- 
ſues, ſattins, broad-cloth, and damaſks. From the 
martens and ſable-ſkins, ſent by the convicts of Sts 
beria into his treaſury yearly, he raiſes prodigious 
ſums, His workmen coſt him little or nothing; 
and he has large profit from the. brandy-ſhops, 
ſtoves, bagnios, pitch, hemp, flax, honey, wax, 
caviare, ſturgeons, dry and falt-fiſh, that are brought 
| from Aſtracan, Caſan, the lake of Belſire, and the 
lakes and rivers that abound throughout all his. 
dominions, but chiefly in Siberia, | | 
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| % GAP ALY; 

A general deſcription of Siberia: great enconveniencin 
in travelling through this country: the manner f 
SGooting martens : the beluga and flurgeon deſcribed; 
with the different meth:ds of preparing caviare : a 
deſcription of the cufloms and manners of the pet)! 
of Samijeda + odoriferons fbrubs and flowers to be 
met with here : the Samojedans very jealuus of their 
wives : the artifice of an animal called zourick : q 
body of them rout a regiment ef horſe the Crim and 
Calmuck Tartars characteriſed. 


CQIBERTIA is a province of vaſt extent, reaching 
even to the walls of Cathay, but it is very little 
known to travellers, though ſome people have tra. 
verſed it even to China and the ſea of the Kaimo- 
chites, on the north-eaſt part of Great Tartary, or 
the gulf of Nankin. It would take up fix years of 
a-man's life to travel quite through Siberia, for moſt 
part of the ſummer the heat will compel him to 
houſe, and moſt part of the winter the cold and 
ſnows make the ways impaſſable. Tumbut, ſay ſome, 
and others Siber, is the capital of this province, and 
the reſidence of the viceroy. A traveller muſt car- 
ry his bread with him, for this country yields none; 
inſtead of it they uſe dry-fiſh, with which they 
feed their dogs, and in cold weather, for want of 
better provender, their cows ; whereby their milk 
acquires a fiſhy taſte. They have filberts of a very 
large ſize, and the Chineſe merchants have taught 
them to drink tea, by them called chay, with ſu- 
gar; they deem it exceeding good againſt the hy- 
pochondria, indigeſtion, and all diſorders of the | 
lungs. They have it in papers of a pound each, 
with the name and weight inſcribed in Chineſe 
_ Characters, rn 2 
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Their ſledges are drawn by thirty or forty large 
dogs, and in theſe they go a hunting, wrapped 
up in ſkins, and ſtay out ſix or ſeven weeks to- 
gether, lying out whole nights in the open fields 
when the froſt is yery ſevere; but they make good 
fires to keep themſei'ves warm and broil their fiſh ; 
their dogs are good at ſtarting the marten, which 
is to be had no where elſe, and the ſkin is the 
chief commodity of the country. This animal is ſo 
ſtrong, that if he be ſhot quite through the body, 
he will eſcape; the tendereſt place about him is his 
noſe, and it is here they commonly hit him, which 
they can do very dexterouſiy; by theſe means his 
ſkin is not damaged, Sturgeons, and belugas, a 
fiſh about twelve foot long of the ſame ſpecies, 
which eats rather better ſalted, being whiter than 
veal, and delicious as marrow, eſpecially when freſh, _ 
are found in abundance in the Volga and the river 
Ob, which waters this province in its paſſage to 
the Frozen Sea wherein it is ſwallowed up; when 
the melting of the ſnow brings the flood from the 
mountains, and the torrent becomes thereby ex- 
tremely rapid; the ſturgeon, in order to de en- 
abled the better to reſiſt its rapidity, is ſaid to 
iwallow large ftones . 

The moſt delicious ſort of caviare is made by the 
people of Aſtracan, out of the ſoft rows of the 
ſtuigeon and beluga, mixed with ſalt and barrelled 
up, but it does not keep long. There is another 
ſort of caviare made of the ſturgeon's eggs, which 
are black and clammy ; the Turks eſteem it migh- 
tily, and the Ruſſians call it fekra. Another is 
made of the beluga's roe only. The Armenians 
prepare their caviare in a different manner; having 
cleanſed the roe and ſalted it, they lay it upon ſlant- 
ing boards that the fat and oily parts may drain 
off; after which preparation they barrel it up, 
| packed hard together, and ſell it for uſe. . The 

5 e beluga 
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bulga is ſaid to have one hundred and fifty row, 
and two hundred pounds of eggs, which the Arme. q 
nians call arminſko fekra. 43. ; 1 
The people who inhabit the northern parts of 
Siberia are reported to eat their priſoners of war, 
from whence they have acquired the name of Samo- | 


jedans or Taſambeidans, which ſignify cannibals r 

men- eaters; they live in round tents, covered with | 

; mats or ftag-ſkins, with a hole at the top to let 
out the ſmoke from their fires, about which, being 
made in the middle of the place, they lie, In 
ſummer they live on the banks of a river by fiſh- 
ing, and often eat their prey raw; they dry in ſum- 
mer what they intend for the uſe of winter; and 
they are fond of feeding on young puppies. Their 
language is barbarous, and few people underſtand 
any thing either of that or their laws, which ſome 
pretend to affirm, upon what authority I know not, 
they execute with ſeverity. They worſhip the 
ſun and moon, and are great ſtudents of magic, 
he who underſtands it beſt among them being ac- 
counted moſt honourable. They are cautious, how- 
ever, of playing any of their conjuration tricks on 
the Ruſhans, leſt they ſhould meet with a proper pu- 
niſhment ; but ſtrangers do not come off ſo well. | 
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| have been told, that one of them, after being made 

4 ſo drunk by an Engliſh merchant that he could nei- 
KH ther fit, ſtand, nor go, yet immediately recovered, 
ip and was as ſober as ever on being touched on the 
hy forehead, and having had a few words muttered 
1:64 over him by an old woman. In this country, 1 
1 | have been aſlured by people of undoubted vera- 
Ti city, they have ſeen marjoram, ſage, endive, omi. 


tþ ons, and aſparagus of a very large ſize, as well 
1 2s the moſt beautiful roſes and variegated tulips, 


4 | 
1 Vuoith various other roots, flowers, and herbs over- 
Ml | running the ſurface, which here ſpring up ſpontane- 

1 | ouſly, while we labour hard to 3 wr 
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They have great plenty of turnips, carrots, and parſ= 
 nips, and the merchants. yearly export great quanti- 

ties of nitre and ſal. gem, a ſalt particularly bright. 
In the ſouth of Siberia, there is a foreſt five 
hundred miles long, ,wherein are vaſt fields of fine 
red cherries, but of a ſouriſh taſte, though when 
| tranſplanted, they become a. good fruit; they are 

all dwarf trees, not above two or three feet high, 
the reaſon of which is, that the graſs of the foreſt 
being long and dry, is apt to be kindled by the 
| fires which travellers leave behind them unquench- 
ed, and produces a conflagration, from which it 


is often found hard to eſcape; ſo ſwiftly does it 


| ſpread, conſuming all before it; and this misfor- 


tune happening often, the trees are not permitted 


to crow to that ſize whereto they might otherwiſe 
attain, The richeſt of theſe people conſiſts in herds 
of ſtags and elks, which are larger than elſewhere 
they draw ſledges eighty miles a day with eaſe ; and 
are ſo tame that they will ſtand ſtill to be harneſſed. 


When they ſell a ſtag to a foreigner, they keep the 


intrails and filthieſt parts to eat. ; 
When they go to hunt, they conſult their prieſt 
what courſe to take, and he is ſeldom out in his 


gueſs, perhaps from an exact knowledge of the 


country, and the places to which the game retires z 
it is uſual for fathers to ſel] their female children at 
{ix or ſeven years old; they have chapmen in plenty 
to purchaſe them at this age, that they may be 
ſure of maidenheads. When they go a hunting 
they lock their wives up, and are ſaid to have a de- 
vice to hinder their. wives from making cuckolds of 
them in their abſence; in ſhort no Italian can be 

more jealous than the Samojedans in general. 
In this province is found an animal called a zou- 
nick, ſhaped like a badger, but having a more agree- 
E able face; it has ſhort legs, and a black, ſleek ſkin, 
4 little ſpotted ; it burrows under ground 15 2 
e | rabbit. 
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rabbit. Surprizing ſtories are told of this animal; 
ceconomy, of the cleanlineſs of their dens, of their 
ceremonies in burying the-bodies of any of them 
that chance to die; of their fighting with, an 
taking each other priſoners, of their keeping the 
vanquiſhed in captivity, as well as compelling 
them to lay in hay and oats for their winter ſub. 


fiſtance : theſe creatures make a ſort of a howling 


noiſe which is very horrid; and great numbers of 
them having aſſembled in a wood, near which z 


regiment of horſe was drawn up, the horſes were ſo 


intimidated; that they galloped off to a diſtance of 
ten miles, nor could the men's beſt ſkill, who by 


the bye were ſomething frighted too, ſtop them, 


The perivoſkick's ſkin is of a light brown colour 
ſpotted with black and white, the fur is not much 
eſteemed, becauſe it is ſhort, conſequently not 


warm; however, the Ruſſians make cloaths of it 
for ſummer-wear. The perivoſkick is an amphibi- 
ous animal, and is ſaid to derive its name, which 


fignifies to bear from place to place, from its de- 
lighting to carry ſquirrels and ermines on its back 
through the river. The ſagacity of the Siberian 


| ſquirrel is much talked of, and it is faid to crob 


the river on a little piece of wood, launched for 


that purpoſe by itſelf, and ſteered by its tail, when 
it is in ſearch of ſubſiſtence; if the wind conti- 


nues fair, the voyage is made in ſafety, but if it 
chance to change, the poor ſquirrel is infallib 
drowned. «7 of | 


* 


In the neighbourhood of Caſan and Aſtracan, and 


ſometimes about Archangel, there is found a ſpecies 


of birds of the ſize of a woodcock, with the back 


and legs of a ſnipe, and the neck of an Engliſh 


game cock; like which they engage each other, 
and ſuſtain a very ſtout fight, ſtanding on thell 
guard with their beaks fixed to the ground; the) 


arg better food than a quail: in Archangel the 
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often catch a bird of the hawk kind, not larger 
than a thruſh, which preys upon leſſer birds after 
having cleanſed them very neatly : there is alſo one 
about the ſize of a ſwan, with a ſhort thick neck, 
ſo very wide, that it can ſwallow a fiſh fix inches 
broad; they fly in companies of a ſemicircular 
form, not far above the ſurface of the water, watch- 
ing for food. The Ruſſians uſe the fat of this bird 
252 cure for bruiſes and achs, and call it dika baba, 
which in that tongue ſignifies, © a wild old wo- 
«man, oo ES, 1 
The ftory which is mentioned by Scaliger and 
many other writers of an animal plant, flouriſhing 
in this country, called borometz or barannetz, 
which is as much as to ſay, a Jamb or a little 
ſheep, is now generally regarded as fabulous: it was 
laid to grow in the form of a lamb covered with a 
| ſoft down, to a pretty large ſize, to conſume all 
the graſs that grew near it, as if for ſuſtenance ; - 
| and that no animal would touch it but the wolf, 
who preyed upon it as miſtaking it in reality for a. 
| lamb, by which means he was often baited to de- 
ſtruction. Pt 78 

Having given you ſome account of Siberia, be- 
cauſe a province of the Ruſſian empire, we ſhall, 
before we cloſe this narration, deliver a word or 
| two relating to the Crim Tartars, as ſome years 
ſince the Ruſſians were tributary to them; the city 
of Moſcow alone paying a thouſand ftags ſkin coats 
| yearly to them, and the czar being by articles bound 
to feed the cham of Tartary's horſe with oats out 


of his cap held by himſelf. — 
k The Crim Tartars are now in ſubjection to the 
orks, and the city of Crim, which gives name 


to the whole territory, is built near the Tartirian 
Iles, of brick and ſtone, and encompaſied with 
Wrong walls. The Crim Tartars are fiat noſed, 
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ſhoulders, and middle: ſized; there is ſomething in 


diſtinguiſhed from any other people; they flatten 
the noſes of their children as ſoon as born, becauſe 
ſay they, it is, ridiculous to let them ſtand in their 
light; their religion is Mahometaniſm, and they 
.mock, not Ain the ſuperſtitious, reſpect paid by 
the Muſcovites to St. Nichulas. 


live uron the ſpoil and plunder of their neighbours; 


ſions, and ſettle their progreſs for the enſuing day. 


horſe's back and the ſaddle, whereby it is ſodden; 


with hollow eyes, low foreheads, broad (quare 


them ſo very particular, that they may be eaſily 


They are no more than a troop f of banditti, that 


and if they are vanquithed, they diſperſe inſtantly, 
but they meet again at night, to renew their incur- 


"They are very robuſt, and will ride cighty miles a 
day, each having three or four horſes of his own; 
ſo that they are enabled to change pretty often: 
when any of theſe die, they cut them in pieces, 
and feed on them raw with as much appetite as we 
do on the helt beef or mutton; however, ſome of 
the more delicate clap theſe pieces between the 


and as they are hungry, they take it out to devour, 
 Mare's milk and the blood of a horſe drawn 
on . is their common remedy againſt al- 
moſt all diſorders: they have the moſt penetrating 
eyes of any people in the world, for if nothing 
intercepts. the view, they will take in a ſweep of 
fifty miles; they abſtain from falt, becauſe the 
have a vain notion that it is prejudicial to the 
fight; and from bread, becauſe folks, ſay they, are 
thereby rendered unactive and heavy. T hey ride 
with a looſe rein, and can raiſe themſelves on tit 
ſtirrup and thoot back upon their foes in ful 
gallop. 
The Calmuck Tartars, among When Tamer 


Jane was born, poſſeſs a very extenſive tra&ts 
lan 


* 
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jand equab to the third of the empire of Ruſſia; they 
live in tents, and only remote when the paſture is 
conſumed; they are larger, more ſwarthy, and 

better natured than "thoſe that are natives of the 
Crimea ; their women are fit for war, and hunt like. 
the men on horſeback; and they have been known © 
more than once to beat the Crim Tartar s. 
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The VOYAGE of Mr. LiO NI 
War kR to the Iſthmus of AMERICA, 


| 2 . 
Nr. IWafer”s fir ft voyage to the Eaſt-Tndies, his f. 


cond to Famaica: the misfortunes of capiain Buck- 
enham : our author ges on . an-exfedition in land; 
is wounded and forſaken by his companions, with 
four other men; cured of his hurt by the Indians; 
in danger of being burned; ſaved by Lacenta; 
travels in ſearch of :the. North-jea, and abandoned 
b; his Indian guides; in danger of being drowned; 
returns to the Indian ſettlements ; very hoſpitably re- 
ceived, and timely rel eved; guides ſent with him 
lo the heuſe of Lacenta. 
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AVING made one voyage as a ſurgeon in 
the Eaſt-India company's ſervice, without 
any material accident, or ſingular turn of 
fortune; ſoon after my return home, I was em- 
ployed in my buſineſs by captain Buckenham out- 
ward bound for the Weſt-Indies; at Jamaica, the 
captain intended to have taken in a lading of ſu- 


gar; but the ſeaſon being not yet come, when he | 
arrived there, rather than be idle he choſe to try | 
his fortune in cutting logwood in the bay of Cam- | 


peachy. As I had a brother ſettled in the ſervice of 
Sir Thomas Muddiford, on the ifland, I choſe to 


remain and follow my own employment at Port- 
Royal. Tt was happy for me that I took ſuch a ſtep, 
for captain Buckenham and all his people were 
niade priſoners; he himſelf” having been carried to 

DD Mexico, 


him to cry bread about the ſtreets, with a log tied 
to his leg; nor could either money or friends pro- 
cure his releaſe. After living ſme months at Port- 
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Mexico, where he was ſold to a baker, who forced 


Royal, I accepted ſome offers made me by captain 


Cook, and captain Lynch, who were going to 
make reprizals upon the Spaniſh ſettlements on the 
Iſthmus; in this expedition, they came up with the 
well known Dampier, with whom joining forces, 
they landed and committed many. deptedations. 
They had muſtered and choſe out their beſt men, 


and ſet forward on an expedition over land on the 


iſt of May 1681. 
On the fifth day of their progteſs, a man drying 
ſome gunpower careleſly on a ſilver plate, it took 
fire cloſe. to my knee, and not only tore the fleſh 
clear from- the bone, but left great part of my 
thizh alſo raw and uncovered. This was an acci- 
dent productive of extreme pain, which I endea- 


voured to ſoften by fome medicines that I carried in 


my knapſack ; but of this aſſiſtance I was in three 
or four days deprived by the deſertion of the negro, 
who attended me, and carried my luggage. The 


anguiſh of the wound beginning to increaſe for want 


of *emollients, and the fatigue of travelling being 
too much for me to endure; my companions were 
obliged to leave me behind among the Indians of 
Darien, together with Mr. Richard Gopſon, who 
had been apprentice to a druggiſt in London, and 
having had a good education, took every opportu- 
nity of increaſing it, and John Higginſon, a mari- 
ner, both of whom were reduced to the inability of 
going further on. 

We were afterwards joined by Robert Spratlin, 
and William Bowman; ſo that we were five in all. 
Some of the Indians, among whom we were obli- 
ged to ſojourn, perceiving my hurt, applied to it 


D 
certain ſalutiferous herbs chewed to a confſiſtency, 


M 3 and 
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and ſpread upon a plantain leaf, whereby a com- 
plete cure was performed in about twenty days; 
though there remained a weakneſs ever after in my 
knee. In other reſpects, however, the people did 
not ſeem over and above civil, for they were apt to 
laugh and ſcoff at us, giving us no food but green 
or withercd plantains, which they flung to us, as if 
to the dogs; and had not one of them, who having 
been a ſhort while priſoner at Panama, had learned 
to jabber a little Spaniſh, confequently could ſhare 
in their converſation, taken it into his head to bring 
us ſomething better in the night, without the pri- 
vacy of his brethren, we ſhould have been very bad- 

1y oft. 5 | 25 
On conſideration, it appeared that this tendency 
to uſe us ill, was founded on our comrades having 
Forced ſome of the inhabitants, ageinſt their wills, 
To guide them; an office, which they would rather 
have declined, the ſeaſon being rainy, and conſe- 
quently travelling very inconvenient, Their reſent- 
ment againſt us increafed, as they did not find theſe 
guides return ſo ſoon as they reckoned that they 
ought to do; and in conſequence of this diſappoint- 
ment, ſuppoſing it to ariſe from their having been 
murdered by the ſhip's company, it was determined 
to revenge the ſuppoſed laſs upon me and my un- 
happy company; a pile of wood, whereon to ſacti- 
fice ue, having been abſolutely prepared for that 
purpoſe: and they were only ſtaid from executing 
their crvel intentions by the perſuzſion of their chief 
named Lacenta, who propoſed ſending us north- 
ward under care of two guides, who might learn 
from the Indians on the coaſt, what was become of 

thoſe who were miſſing. e 

One of the guides choſen for this expedition, 
was the Indian who had before befriended us, and 


the other was one who bad manifeſted himſelf al- 
ways 
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ways our inveterate enemy. During the march, 
we were fed only with dry maiz; and that but ſpa- 
ringly beſtowed. Our lodgings was the bare earth, 
which was cold and wet, for it rained, thundered, 
and lightened all the way; and the dropping of the 
trees that were our only covering, mcreaſed the in- 
conveniency. The third night, Se reſted ourſelves 


on the top ef a ſmall hill, Nebel in the morning, 


was by che flood that bad fallen while we flept, 


formed into an iſland, the land all round being co- 


vered deep with water: and here cur guides left us 
to ſhift for ourſelves, and made the beſt of their 
way back to their own country, The third day 
after our having encamped here, the waters being 
leſſened, we proceeded on our journey, ſteering 
northward by the help of a pocket-compal-; and 
about ſix in the evening arrived on the banks of a 
river which was. very deep, and over this we in- 
ferred our ſhip mates mult have paſſed; as there 

lay a tree on the bank newly felled, | 
After ſome debate, in which we forgot that this 
river mi2ht owe its depth and rapidity to the rains, 
it was agreed that we were paſt the main ridge of 
and that divides the northern and ſouthern Iſthmus 
of America, and that we could not be far from 
the north ſea; in conſequence of this determina- 
tion, the tree was ſhoved: into the water, but was 
to ſlippery that we could not ſtand upon it, and it 
was with difficulty we got aſtride; however, we 
al gained the oppoſite bank except Bowman, who 
was but a weak man, and had four hundred pieces 
ot eight at his back; he had been a taylor; him 
ve concluded drowned, as the ſtream ſoon hurried 
him out of ſight, When we landed, we ſearched 
ior a path, which we imagined our company muſt 
have made, but the ſearch was in van, fer if there 
had been any ſuch thing, it was covered wich mud 
and ooze; this diſappointment determined us to 
4 _ crols 
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croſs the river again upon the tree, which we ac- 


cordingly did, and after a walk of about a quarter 


of an hour, found Bowman ſiting on the bank; 


the ſtream had hurried him to an eddy, near which 
there were fortunately ſome boughs, by the help of - 


which he had reached the ſhore, 
The day following being the fifth of our preſent 


journey, we were fo weak for want of food, that 


had we not found a maccaw tree, of the berries 
of which we ate very heartily, and carried with us 
good ſtore, we had certainly periſhed, On the 6th, 
we arrived at another river, into which the one we 
had before croſſed diſembogued itſelf ; and as there 
was a neceſſity for our paſling it, we knew not how 
to manage, as we had among us only a long caſe 
knife. After ſome deliberation, it was determined 
to cut ſome hollow bamboes, of which there are 
plenty in the woods, and to make them into bark 


logs, of a proper length, and tying them together 


with the twigs of a ſhrub like a vine, to truſt out- 
ſelves in theſe to the current of the ſtream. When 
we had prepared our little floats, we took up our 
lodging upon a ſmall hill, and having gathered a 
ſufficient quantity of wood for that purpoſe, made 
a good fire; round which we had not been long 
diſpoſed, before there aroſe a ſtorm of thunder, 
lightning and rain, accompanied with a ſulphurous 
ſmell, whereby we were almoſt choaked, which 
ſoon extinguiſhed our fire, and about twelve o'clock 
at night, we could hear the waters come pouring 


upon us from every ſide, with the moſt horrid noile; 


which made us ſeek ſhelter among the cotton trees, 
that grew here in great plenty; moſt of which were 
free from branches to the height of forty or fiity 
feet, ſo that there-was no climbing them ; however, 
I by a providential chance ſtumbled upon one, in 
the ſide of which, old time had worn a hole about 


four feet from the ground; there was a knob with: 
85 ” | in 
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in fide of it, on which I fat me down, though I 
could neither fit nor ſtand upright, and here 1 fell 
alleep ; but did not continue long in that ſituation, 
for the trees and rubbiſh that were ſwept down by 
the flood, daſhing perpetually againſt my azylum, 
with violent ſhocks, ſoon baniſhed: that comfort- 
able compoſure, 

When the morning ſtar appeared, which was a 
moſt agreeable fight, the water that run with ex- 
ceſſive rapidity, reaching up.to my knees; tho”they 
could not be leſs than five feet from the ſurface. 
The ſtorm abated with the opening of the day, the 
ſun began ſoon after to ſhine, and the flood ran clear 
off the land; this circumſiance encouraged me to 
quit my retreat, and though I could ſcarcely ſtand, 
ſo ſtiff was I with cold, I made ſhift to reach the | 
ſpot where we had made our fire, and calling loud 
for my companions, was only anſwered by a me- 
jancholy echo of my own voice; at this moment l 
began to deſpair, and dropped diſpirited to the 
ground; but I was ſhortly after revived by the ap- 
proach of Mr, Higginſon, who was ſoon follow- 
ed by our three other mates; they like me having 
laved themſelves among the trees. The firſt thin 
we did, after having returned thanks to God for'our 
mutual preſervation, was to look for our bamboes, 
and we found them full of water and all ſpoiled ; 
which failure, perhaps, was owing to our having 
been careleſs in working them, for they were crack- 
&d in many places. 

e were now at our wits end, and not know- 
ing what better courſe to take, of ved, if it was 
poſſible, to return to the Indian ſettlement we had 
left. As we coaſted along the river, we were happi'y 
ſurpriſed with the fight of a deer lying fait aſleep ; 
and we ſhould certainly Have killed him, had not 
the man who was next him, ſorgotten to wad his 
piece; ſo that the ſhot tumbled out jult as ay ae 
NMI 5 ſented 
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preſented it; and the gun going off at the ſame in- 


ſtant arouſed the deer, which ſaved himſelf by fight, 


This was the eighth day of our march, in all which 
time we had only fed on a few maccaw berries, and 
the pith of a bibby tree, which, when ſplit, was a 
: moſt delicious morſel, 


Perceiving the track of a wild hog, we ſtruck di- 


; rectly into it, hoping it might bring. us into a plan- 
tain walk, as this creature is very fond of the plan- 
tain. We had not rambled far along this way, be- 
| Fare « we perceived two Indian plantations, and now 
our hearts began to fail us, for though we were 
. ſtarving alive, yet we were afraid that the Indians. 
might put us to death; which certainly in ſuch cir- 
n if properly conſidered, was: preferable 


o life. However to try their inclinations, it was 


prints that I ſhould venture among them alone, and 
the reſt of my companions were either to follow or 
[retire according to my reception. 


I no ſooner entered one of the cabbins, wherein 


there was ſome meat bolting over. the fire, but the 


heat of the houſe and the ſcent of the victuals af- 
fected me fo ſtrongly, that I fainted away. The 
Indians ſoon brought me to myſelf, gave me fome- 


thing, and ſeemed to treat me with more than ua! 


tenderneſs ; what contributed to revive me chief) 


Was, my percciviug among them thoſe very perſons 
on whoſe account We were ſo near being put to 
_ Ocath; and it afterwards appeared that our ſhip- 


mates had treated them with ſuch kindneſs, that 


they thought no return. tgo ſtrong to expreſs their 


gr. :titude, 

When I was quite recovered, they inquired {or 
the reit of my comraces, has on being inform- 
ei where ory were, they ſoon brought in, except 

ir. Gopſon, Who was ſo weary. he. could go no 
x rther, wherefore they carried refreſhments out to 


him.  Ater hariog remained here ſeven days, 1 
Mie 
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which we were treated with the greateſt humanity, 
and tolerably rectuited, ſeven. of the ſtouteſt young 
men were appointed to conduct us, accoiding to 
our. deſire, towards the north ſea; theſe took us 
under their care with ſuch a right good will, chat 
they conducted us in one day to the river where 
ve found the tree,” and whither we had been three 
Cays travelling before; when we had walked zbout 
a-mile 1885 the banks, we found a canoe in which 
we all emlarked, and made up, inſtead of going 
down the Are againſt the current of which the 
Indians paddled luftily ; at night we lodged in a 


bouſe where we were very kind' y treated, "after our 


conzudtors had informed our hoſt who and waat: 


we were; the next day, we embarked again, ha- 


weng two more hands added to our number, ſo that 
we had now fix people in our train, whoeemed to - 
be emulous in their ſervice z aud in fix days fpace, 
they brought us to the houſe of Lacenta, hom we 
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Lacenta's power, ſituation, and importance deſcribed : 
His wife recovered by Wafer, from a fit of ſickneſs : 
the author in vaſt ęſteem among the people: the man- 
ner in whz.h the people of the Iſihbmus bleed the ſick : 
the meihod prattiſed by the Spaniards in gathering 
gold duſt : Wafer lays a ſcheme to procure his and 
his cempanions liberty, and ſucceeds + they are con- 
ducled to the nirih ſea : the Indians aſſemble ther 
cenjurers, who perform the ceremony of paw-waws- 
ing; their predictions verified : Mr. Gopſon dies: 

Wafer gets on board his own ſbip. 


I ACENTA lived upon the top of a hill, form- 
— 


ing between two great rivers a ſort of penin- 


ſola; the road, whereby this houſe was to be ap- 


proached, was forty feet wide between the rivers, 


and ſo extremely well fenced by hollow bamboes, 


popes. heads, and prickle pears, thick ſet from fide 
to fide, that no enemy could come near it in any 


regular order. He was ſurrounded with the ſtate- 


lieſt cotton trees I ever ſaw, and fifty of his prin- 

cipal commanders reſided in his neighbourhood. 
Lacenta, who was a fort of ſovereign over all 
the ſouth Iſthmus of Darien, received us very civil- 
ly; and having told us, that it was impoſſible to 
travel farther, becauſe of the rainy ſeaſon, diſmiſſ- 
ed our guides, aſſured us of his protection, and or- 
ered us quarters among his retinue. Soon after 
our arrival, Lacenta's wife being one day feverith 
and very much out of order, I offered to bleed her; 
which I did, ard when he faw the blood ſpout from 
the vein, fezring that he ſhould loſe his wife, he 
ſeized his lance and ſwore by bis tooth, if ſhe did 
not recover, my life ſhould be the forfeit, I was 
„„ 8 | not 


* 


— 
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not moved at his menace, ſhe ſoon happily grew 
well, and I was in more eſteem than any man at 
court; nay, Lacenta himſelf, in preſence of all his at- 
tendants, killed my hand out of reverence to my 
[ill. | pars | 

This example was univerſally followed, and I 
became the object of almoſt general adoration. I 
was Carried about in a hammock from plantation to 
plantation, adminiſtring advice, phyſic, and phle- 
botomy to all who ſtood in need of any; for, when 
my negro ran away with, my knapſack, in which 
were all my neceſſaries, I chanced to have a box of 
inſtruments and another of medicaments in my 
pocket, wrapped up in a piece of oil cloth, and theſe 
were now of ſingular uſe tome. The Indians had 
the following ſtrange method of bleeding before I 
came among them. The patient was ſeated on a 
ſtone in the river, and a perſon ſkilled in the exer- 
cile, ſhot ſeveral little arrows at the body; it is true, 
they pierced no deeper than the ſkin; and if they 
chanced to draw blood, the ſpectators danced and 
ſkipped with a thouſand antic geſtures. _ 

Lacenta was fond of hunting, and as he liked 
my company extremely well, he ſeldom went upon 
any excurſion without me; and as we traverſed the 
ſouth-eaſt part of the country, we could often ſee 
the Spaniards gathering gold duſt in the- rivers. 
They take it up ſand and all in little diſhes, and 
ſhaking it well, the ſand ſwims and is ſkimmed off, 
the gold falling to the bottom, and, by paſſing a 
loaditone over it, attract all the iron particles that 
are among it. When. they have cleaned it thus 
from ore and filth, it is put up in gourds and cala- 
baſhes; this employment is followed in the dry ſea- 
ſon, for when it is wet, the rivers are too deep to ad- 
mit its being practiſed, On examining my preſent 
| hituation carefully, I began to fear that Lacenta in- 

tenced never to part with me, and conſequently his 

; | great 
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great fondneſs made me vety uneaſy. Eowever, 
one day when we were quite tired 1 in pu+ ſuit of game 
that at length eſcaped us, I took an opportunity of 
eommending the fleetneſs of Engliſh dogs, and al. 
ſuted him that nothing added or could add ſo much 


to the pleaſure of ſporting; making-him at the ſime 


time offer of going to England, and e ſome 


for him from that country. 0 


He ſeemed at firſt unwilling to pärt with me; 


however, after a pauſe, he ſwore by his tooth that 
he would give my compantons for my ſake their 
liberty, and that he would permit me to go to Eng- 


land for ſome game dogs, provided I would promile 


| ſincerely to return and live with-him ; at which time 


he aflured me he would make me a great man, aud 


join me in wedlock to his own daughter, who waz 


= * 


not yet marriageable. All that he required 1 ſwore 
by my tooth to perform. 


1r:turned him thanks for his reliance on me, and 


ſoon aſter ſet out for the north ſeas,” together with 
my companions, attended by a ſtrong party of arm- 
ed Indians, beſides a train of women who carried 
our proviſions and cloaths; the latter conſiſting of 
only a linnen frock and a pair of drawers, which! 
had not worn while among theſe people, as I went 


quite naked; and had been by way of ornameitt, | 


ſpotted with paint from head to foot, by ſome wo. 
men who made a trade of it, and Who would fan 
have rubbed it into my ſkin thro! flight EXCOrIAtIGN 
generally made for that purpoſe; but I WO not 
conf.nt to the operation. 

In our journey, we paſſed over many mountains 
of a ſtupendous hcight, and there was one pat- 
ticularly which we wete four days in climbing; od 
the top of it our heads were quite giddy, an we 
found the air much finer/and/more ſubtle than we 
had.ever before experienced,” Here we could ojtel 


ſec the clouds break and {-parate far beneath us, but 
Wcls 
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were too high to ſee any, fign of the valley below; 
in our deſcent, we were cured of our vertigoes, 
and we were obliged to ſtraddle o er a ridge, whieh 
was very dangerous, and which we could croſs no 
other way. In fix. days we came to an Indian 
ſettlement, on the banks of a river that ran into the 
north ſea; here we were met at the entrance of the 
town by forty of the principal inhabitants, clothed 
in long white: garments, fringed at the bottom; 
each holding an half-pike, who received us with 
creat reſpect. When we aſked” whether they ſoon 
expected any ſhipping on the coaſh, they plead.d 
ignorance; but offered to ſummons the Pawawers | 
or conjurers, who would ſatisfy us in that particular, 
Ibis they. accordingly did; and it was: fomewhat 
remarkable,: that every thing theſe. miniſters of 
Satan pretended to progneſticate happened accord- 
inzly, Before they went to work, they turned us 
out of the houſe,” and every thing belonging to us, 
eſt they ſhould have been retarded in their opera- 
tions by them, and while they were engaged at it, 
15 impoſſible for any man who was not an auditor 
to conceive the diſſonance ariſing from the noiſe 
they made. When they had finiſhed, they ran out 
of the houſe all in a muck ſweat, and having fi:[t 
waſhed themſelves in the river, delivered the oracle 
they had receive. . 

On the tenth day after this ceremony, in the 
morning we were alarmed with the report of two 
guns, and ſoon after were told of the arrival of an 
Ungliſn ſhip, with a Speniſh Tartan, of which ſhe 
bad made a prize; this intelligence gave us great 
laisfation, We ſoon perſuaded our Indian friends, 
vio were afraid of the Spaniſh veſſel, to carry us 
a board the Engliſh ſhip, in a canoe, which they 
dd; but in our page we were overturned z and | : 
Mr, Gopſon, who was a very weak man, and 
ved witb-dificul:y from drowning, caught ſo ſe- 
Vere 


—— 
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vere a cold that he died in a few days afterwards, | 
all which had been predicted by the Pawawer, | 
The Engliſh ſhip happened to be the ſame to which 
I belonged, and the crew received my four fellow. 
ſufferers with great ſatisfaction, while for my part, 
being.naked, tanned with the ſun, and covered with 
paint, I remained ſquat on my hams among the In. 
dians, in order to try if I was very much altered, 
and I eſcaped being known for more than an hour, 
when one of the ſailors examining the place where 
I was pretty curiouſly, fixed his eyes full upon me, 
_ and after a minute. or two ſeriouſly obſerving me, 
cried out, © Fil be damn'd if this is-.not our doc- 


pt OT 
This acclamation brought a good many of the 
men together, to whom I diſcovered myſelf, and! 
was received with loud acclamations of joy. I then 
delivered myſelf to be waſhed and cleaned, but my 
pictiſh ornaments ſtuck ſo faſt to me, that in en- 
deavouring to detach myſelf from them, I in many 
places pulled off ſkin and all. Our ſhips ſtayed upon 
the coalt near three weeks, in which time our In- 
dian acquaintances paid us many viſits ; and among 
them came Lacenta upon a hunting match; T hey 
commonly brought with them their wives and chil- 
' dren, and we entertained them with ſuch good 
nature and kindneſs, that, I dare ſay, they lamented 
our departure. Ts 
I ſhall not detain the reader with my various ad- 
ventures and obſervations after leaving this place, 
becauſe he will find theſe largely treated of in Dam- 
pier's voyage round the world; but having given 
this ſhort account of my travels, I ſhall proceed to 
a general deſcription of the Iſthmus, from the bel 
obſervations I could poſſibly make during the time 
that I ſojourned in that part of America. 
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toun of Panama, and of Porto. Bello; with va- 
rious other places on the coſt. TO AFR 


AE Ithmus of America, more properly call- 

ed the Iſthmus of Darien, perhaps from the 
river of that name, whereby the northern coaſt is 
bounded to the eaſtward, lies between eight and 
ten degrees of north latitude, but in the narroweſt 
part it is little more than one degree broad ; whether 
on the northward it extends only to Porto-bello and 


Nicaragua, I cannot pretend to determine. Along 
the Iſfhmus, which is moſt beautifully diverſified 
ith hills riſing over hills, and vales of extreme 
fertility, runs a chain of mountains ſoaring infinite- 
ly beyond the reſt, which I ſhall diſtinguiſh by the 


nequal, and it trends with the Iſthmus, being ſel- 
dom more than twelve or fifteen miles diſtant from 
he North Sea, of which we had generally a clear 


ut the ground, which is a continued foreſt, gra- 
dually declining to the water, 

Of the South Sea, on the other ſide, there is no 
anner of proſpect; not but that the eye might 
alily take in the diſtance at which it is, were not 
ts progreſs {topped by intercepting hills. Though 
ome of -the rivers that water this tract are pretty 


of them being obſtructed by ſhoals and ſand-banks. 
I he rivers. on the northern coaſt having but ſhort 
ourſes, are very ſmall; Darien is indeed conſiderable, 

„„ 3 
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# diſcription of the I/thmas ef. Darien, the bay and 


Panama, or ſtretches as far as the Honduras of 


ame of the Main Ridge; the breadth of it is very 


Py 


view, there being no hills to intercept the proſpect ; 


arge, yet few of them are navigable, the entrance 
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but the depth at its mouth is no way in proportion 
to its width; however, it deepens as you advance 
. 1 
I be river Chagre alſo ariſing at a good diſtance 
from its outlet, becomes very large and deep before 
it falls into the ſea. The ſoil varies extremely; in 
ſome places it is fruitful, and in others, eſpecially _ 
near the ſea, it is all a ſwamp., From Caret Bay 
to the promonotory near the Golden Iſland it is ſuf. 
ficiently fertile, though part of it is ſandy, and part 
of it under water almoſt always; ſo that if a man 
attempts going aſhore, he muſt venture up to the 
e in muacg. „ 

Caret Bay is ſmall ; there are two or three rivu- 
lets of freſh water falling into it, and before it are 
two iſlands, being pretty high lands, and corercd 
With trees; as there are no rocks about it, it affords. 

very fafe anchorage. On the weſt of the river Darien 
Cape, is a ſandy bay, where there is good anchoring 
in a hard bottom: before it are three iſlands, be- 
tween the moſt caſtward of which, called Golden 
Iſland, and the main land is a fair deep channel. 
On the ſouth ſide of this iſland; which is high, 
rocky, and every where elſe inacceſlable, lies a 

pretty ſafe bay. Ee | FE | 
_ "Weſt of this is another ſmall iſland covered with 
mangroves, where the ground is fo boggy, tnat 
there is no firm anchorage, This iſland is fo cloſe 
to the Iſthmus, that even at high water no ſhips 
can paſs between them. To the northward of theſe 
lies the Iſland of Pines, divided into hills, which 
to thoſe at fea ſerve as a beacon; it is well water- 
ed, and covered with tall uſeful trees. There 54 
ſafe bay on the ſouth ſide of it, incloſed as it were, 
in a half- moon; but the ſouth ſide, oppoſite to the 
Iſthmus, is cragged and rocky. From hence the 
ſhore runs north-weſt to Point Sanballas, near which, 
among the Sanballoe iſlands, lies Tickle-me-quick'y 
| | har bout. 
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harbour. Among the Sanballoe iſlands, which are 


very numerous and very ſmall, there is a great 


diverſity of- harbours, the chief of which is Sprin- 


ger's Key, and conſequently there is almoſt imme- 
diate ſecuti y againſt any winds; for which reaſon, 


during the war, they are much reſorted to by pri- 


vateels. ; 


Theſe iflands are low, flat, and ſandy, abound- 
ing with trees, ſuch as mammeas, ſpadilloes, man- 
chineel, &c. Point Sanballas is rocky, long, and 
low ; and being guarded by rocks a mile off at fea, 
the approach to it is dangerous. I hree leagues to 
the welt of Point Sanballas lies Port Scrivan, where 
there is a good harbour, the entrance of which is 
dangerous; though the landing here is bad, it being 
ſwampy ground, yet captain Conon and other pri- 


vateers choſe to march from hence on account of its 
being little frequented, over land to Porto: bello, in 


1619, and by this method of proceeding they eſ- 


caped being taken notice of by the Spanifh ſcouts, 


not being diſcovered till they came within an hour's 
march of the town, - | 

The place where Nombre de Dios formerly ſtood 
is but a bad fituation, and the air is ſtil] worſe ; 
the bay before it is open to the ſea; and it affords 
but little ſhelter for ſhipping, which was one rea- 
ion for its having been quitted by the Spaniards, 
There are a few ſtraggling iſlands at the mouth of 
the bay of Nombre de Dios, between which and 
the Iſthmus a very convenient harbour is formed. 


The coaſt all the way hence to Porto bello is gene- 


rally rocky; the Ind is fruitful, very hilly, and 
covered with trees, except ſome ſpots, which the 


Spaniſh Indians, who are tributary to Porto-bello, 
have clcared where they go to church. When you 
have entered the harbour, the mouth of which is 
but narrow, it appears to afford good ſhelter for 

| __ ſhipping: 
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ſhipping :. to this place the Peruvian treaſures are 
brought over land from Panama.. | 
The town of Porto-bello, which forms a half. 
moon, the ſea being the area, lies at the bottom of 
the harbour, the entrance of which on the Jeft- 
hand is ſecured by. a ſtrong fort, and on the right 
by a block- houſe ; there are ſeveral other forts pro- 
tecting the town, ſcattered very conveniently about, 
and they contribute very much to the ſtrengthening 
of it. In theſe are. generally quartered two or three 
hundred Spaniſh. ſoldiers ;.. the town is long and 
narrow, with two principal, and ſeveral croſs ſtreets; 
in the middle of it is a ſmall parade, ſurrounde] 
with houſes that are handſome and well-built, as the 
town in general is. Fhe church is a good edifice; 
and on the eaſt, from the north to the ſouth ſide 
run the king's ſtables, in which the mules employ- 
ed to bring in the treaſure from Panama are kept. 
Near theſe is a ſmall rivulet of freſh water; and 
between the parade and the governor's houſe, which 
is cloſe to the great fort, is a brook, over which is 
a bridge. The ſhore, when the tide withdraws, is 
covered with a black filthy mud, whence ariſe, 
promoted by the heat of the climate, very noiſome 
vapours, The country, to the ſouth and eaſt, is 
hilly, with ſome wood, but no great quantity of 
fruit. Having thus taken a (light ſurvey of tbe 
north ſide of the Iſthmus, let us proceed to the 
ſouth. 5 
The Point Garachina is pretty high, and forms 
the weſt fide of the mouth of the river Sambo; but 
that part toward the river is low, ſwampy, and ovel- 
run with mangrove. F 
The mouth of the Sambo opens to the north, 
and from thence the coaſt trends away in a norit- 
eaſt direction to the gulf of St. Michael, which is 
formed by the outlet of ſeveral rivers, the chief of 
which are the river Santa Maria, the river of Con- 
| „„ | £9 
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0, and the Gold River, ſo called from the plenty | 


of gold duſt found therein, to gather which the 


Spaniards bring hither. their negroes from Panama 
and Santa Maria; on the ſouth ſide of which, at 
a good diſtance from the ſea, ſtands a town of the 
fame name. This was the firſt river we entered in 


the ſouth ſeas when I went upon an expedition with 
captain Sharp, We took the town at that time, 


it being newly built by the Spaniards of Panama, 
and in it we found a good magazine of proviſion, 


and a garriſon of two hundred Spaniſh foldiers. 


Indeed the fort was only ſecured by palliſadoes, 
and the town was not as yet walled. The land is 
low, woody, and unwholſome; the rivers are oozy, 
and the air is infected by the ſtench of the mud. 
However, the village of Schuchadero, which lies 
on the right ſide of the river, being on a high 


ground, and open to the refreſhment of the ſea 


breezes, is far from being unhealthy. Here is a 


fine rivulet of freſh water, à moſt valuable poſſeſ- 


lion, as the reſt of the rivers, even far up the 


country, are brackiſh and ill-taſted. 
The mouth of the river -Congo is muddy, and 


left bare at low water for a vaſt way; however, 
ſnips may paſs over at high water, and when they 


are advanced within, they will find the road deepen 


luficiently, There are many iſlands in this gulf, 
where the anchoring is good, tho' in oozy ground; 
they are full of mangroves, and afford good ſhelter 


to the ſhipping. There are many creeks and out- 
lets here upon the coaſt, but no freſh water, at 
leaſt I could find none in the dry ſeaſon; in the wet, 


the declivities of the ground, and dropping of the 


trees, aftord water enough. The town of Cheapo, 
which is ſmall, and of no great conſequence, ſtands 


at ſome diftance from the ſea, on the welt ſide of 


The 


the river Cheapo. 
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The ground hereabout is partly. woodland, partly 

ſavannah, the latter being variegated with delight. 
ful, hillocks, intermixed with ſpots of wood; and 
near to this place the river takes its riſe, and after 
a weſtward courſe, for the moſt part, falls into the 
North Sea, On the ſouth fide of it, near Panama, 
ſtands Vera Cruz, a village of inns and ſtors⸗ 
houſes, from which, merchandiſe, plate excepted, 
that being carried all the way by land, is ſent down 
the river Chagre to Porto-bello. 

The land farther welt, between the river  Cheapo 
and Panama is low, dry, and even, over-run with 
' buſhes, and ſometimes covered with ſea-water, 

Near this place ſtood the old city of Panama, which 
was burned by Sir Henry Morgan, about the time 
that the Spaniards were about to quit it, on account 
of its inconveniencies, having no 200d landing- 
place, There is nothing to be ſeen of it at pre- 
ent, but a few ſcattering houſes and heaps of ruins, 
The new town, which is built farther weſt, has 
good harbour, and ſhips may ride ſafely in the road, 
under ſhelter of the three Perica iſlands, but they 
are not immediately under command of the town, 
there being a long bank between the town and the 
road. Panama appears very beautiful at ſea, the 
walls of the houſes being of white tone, covetet 
with pan-tiies, a commodit ty much uſed all over the 
Spaniſh Weſt Indies; it has no fortiacations, but 
is encloſed in a ſtrong wall, eſpecially towards the 
ſea, which ſometimes Jamages it conſiderably : its 
ſurrounded by hills, ſavannahs, copſes, and farm 
houſes for the cattle, which are horfes, mules, and 
oxen, and taken all together, from a diſtancy 
forms a very beautiful landſkip. 

It is the chief town for buſineſs and trade oo 
the South Sea coaſt, being the receptacle of wil 
wealth of Lima and other Peruvian ports, keep 


ing up a commercial 9 with Mexico 
Th 


/ 
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The king of Spain; keeps a preſident here, who a&s 
in 5 with the council; and to whom the go 
vernor of Porto- bello is ſubſervient, as indeed. is 
the whole country as far as Guatimala, Panama, 
when compared to Porto bello, is a very healthy 
town, and yet it is ſickly enough, as is uſually ex- 
| perienced by thoſe who come from the purer cli- 
mates of Lima and Traxilloas, they being gene- 

rally forced to cut off their hair, which loon grows 
too T0 for the head. 

The Rio, Grande, lying about a 17 to the 
| welt of Panama, is a rapid ſtream, unkit for ſhip- 
ping, its mouth being very ſhoal. On its weſtern 
| banks are good plantations of ſugar; and here, as 
| the ſhore begins to trend away to the ſouthward, 
I hall halt in my deſcriptive progreſs. The ſhore 
between Point Garachina and the Rio Grande ex- 
| tending to Punta Mala makes a ſemicircular bay, 
5 by the name of the Bay of Panama; in it 
are ſore fine iſlands, as Perica, Pacheque, Che- 
Hy King's Iſland, &c. | Theſe are not only 
W picntiful in the produce of wood, water, fruit, LE 
W fowls, hogs, &c. but afford alſo an excellent har- 
bour for ſhipping; and, upon the whole, it is a 
Wmolt delightful bay. 

8 The foil of the inland country, conſting of a 
lack fine mould, is extremely fertile. From the 
Wulf of St, Michael, to the hills of Caret Bay, it is 
Prell watcred and pleaſant; but there is no travelling 
pon the ſhore near the gulf, as the ground 15 
Pioken and ſwampy. Weſt of the river Congo, 
Wi! you paſs the river Cheapo, the land is rich, in- 
terſperſed with pleaſant high lands, but afterwards 
is one continued wood. The ride is extremely 
ile, being covered even to the top with trees, 
; 4 if one may be allowed to judge of the climate 
om accurate obſervation, there is nothing that 
l | „ | grows, 
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rows in Jamaica but what would thrive here won. 


derfully; for the ſoil is extremely luxuriant. | 
The woods on the ſea coaſt are almoſt impene. 
trable, the trees are ſo interwoven ; but, more in 


land, they form rather groves regularly planned, 
free from underwood and brambles ; fo that a horſe. 


man may gallop among them a vaſt way over a 


beautiful lawn, with a canopy of verdure above his 


head, nor yet meet the flighteſt obſtruction or in- 


conveniency. The weather in this latitude is much 


the ſame as in moſt other places of the torrid zone, 
but rather inclining to be very wet. The rainy 
ſeaſons begin in April and May, and continue very 


violent during June, July, and Auguſt, the weather 
being moſt of that time glowing hot; and as the 


cooling breezes are wanting, the air is ſo ſultry, 
that if the ſun chances to break thro' a cloud, it is 
almoſt intolerable : they begin to abate in Septem- 
ber, but it is ſometimes January before they are 
A . 1 
They commence with a ſudden ſhower in a day, 


like our April or thunder ſhowers ; then follow per- 


haps two or three in a day, afterwards there falls 
one every hour; then they perhaps continue for the 


Whole day, accompanied with violent thunder or 


lightning, and the air impregnated with a faint 
ſulphureous ſmell, which is ſtill worſe, pent up 


among the woods. It may perhaps rain inceſlant- 


ly for four or ſix weeks without any thunder or 


lightning, and then ſometimes there ſucceeds a week 


of fair weather, with now and then a tornado, 
which brings with it a refreſhing air, but then the 


| dropping of the trees is as troubleſome as the rain. 


There is generally a moſt harſh concert of the 


hiſling of ſerpents, the croaking of toads, and 


humming of gnats, &c. after every heavy ſhower. 


Though this country is not peſtered with gnats and 


t in the 


muſkettos, as other warm countries, yet 
: wa mp 


1 
I 
t 
b 
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rattling ſound in the woods, and the torrents pour- 
ing from the high lands, as I have before remarked: 
in deſcribing my own adventures, tear up vaſt trees 


by the roots, and force them forward with the cur- 


rent. By theſe means a river is often barricadoed 


or blocked up, until another flood, in a more even 


direction, drives down and ſets the impediments. 
afloat. Sometimes the floods will ſpread themſelves 
over the neighbouring grounds, and give the low 
lands the appearance of a lake, or of a broad ſea. 


The cooleſt time in this quarter of the world is 


about Chriſtmas, when the fair weather is coming 
on, and the clouds beginning to break, give a free 
:ourſe to the air, to refreſh the weary inhabitants 
with the breeze. | OS 


CAN P10; 
Of the fhrub:, fruits, and various kinds. of trees 
found on the Ifihmus, and the very particular. man- 
ner of the inlabitants ſmoking tobacco. | 


MONG the variety of fruits and trees that 
this climate produces, are many abſolutely 


unknown to Europe. Of ſome few of the moſt 


curious we ſhall take notice, beginning with the 
cotton-tree, which 1s not only the largeſt, but the 
moſt common tree upon the Iſthmus. It bears a 


cod about the bigneſs of a nutmeg, wherein is con- 


tained 2 fort of ſhort wool or down, which, when 
ripe, burſts out, and is ſcattered by the wind. The 
timber of this tree, which the Indians burn hollow, 
but the Spaniards form with chizzels and other in- 


ſtruments, is particularly uſed in building canoes, and 
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ſwampy grounds, and among the moiſt groves they: 
are very troubleſome. _ The rains make a hollow- 
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worked upon, being as ſoft as a willow. 


and there is a ſtone in the middle. The Indians 


height of ſixty or ſeventy feet; the branches ſprout 


grows the berries like a garland: the wood is cloſe- 


# 
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{mall veſſels for the water; when new it is eaſi] 


On the north part of the ſea-coaſt are plenty of 


the moſt ſtately cedars, which, though one of the 


moſt fragrant woods, as well as the moſt beautiful 
ained in the world, is uſed in canoes and other 


_ coarfe buſineſs. I do not remember that I ever ſaw 


either the cotton-tree or the maccaw on any of the 
iſlands. 5 . 

The maccaw-tree is a ſpecies of palm, growing 
in moiſt grounds, and riſing ſtraight up to about 
the height of ten feet, bearing neither leaf nor 


* 


branch but near the top, where the branches ſhoot 


out to the length of twelve or fourteen feet, being 


n the thickeſt part a foot and an half wide, and let. 


fening gradually till it diminiſhes to a point. The 
body is ſurrounded, at certain diſtances, with protu- 
berant rings and thoſe thick ſet with long prickles ; 
the middle of the tree is a pith like elder, engroſſing 
half the diameter of the body; the broad end of 
the leaf, which is jagged about the edges, and as 
thick as one's hand, is thick-ſet with prickles: on 
the top, amidſt the roots of theſe leaves, grow the 
fruit in cluſters, of perhaps ſcores together, each 


28 large as a middle: ſized pear, the figure of it be- 


ing oval, and the colour, when ripe, a yellow or 


bright red; it has a harſh tart taſte, but is ex- 


. tremely pleaſant ; the cutſide is ſtringy and ſlimy, 


cut them down if they cannot readily reach the fruit 
otherwiſe; the wood is heavy, hard, and black, 
ſplitting very eaſily ; it is made uſe of in building 
for planks and rafters. „ 
The bibby is a ſtraight ſlender tree, ſcarce thick- 
er than a reaſonable thigh, which grows to the 


out near the top, and round the root of each branch 


grained 
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orained and black; and within the tree is 2 narrow 
pith ; the Indians tap it when young, and the bib- 
by diſtils through the bore, being a tartiſh wheyiſh 
liquor that is pleaſant enough, and fit to drink in 
2 day or two. The berries are about the bigneſs 
of a nutmeg, of a wheyiſh colour, and very oily; 
they are pounded, ſtrained, and then boiled: the 
oil, which is very bitter, and uſed by the Indians 
to mix the colours wherewith they paint themſelves, 
ſwims on the top, whence, as the liquor cooks, it 
may be ſkimmed off. The Indians do not cut 
but burn the tree to come at the berry. . 

There is a tree grows on the Iſthmus, bearing a 
fruit like a cherry, which is full of ſtones and ne- 
ver ſoftens. 5 re) 

The plantain-tree 1s not the natural produce of 
the Iſthmus, but the feed being waſhed down with 
the rains from the neighbouring countries, ſows it- 
ſelf, and ſprouts up by the water-ſide. Beneath 
the fruit, which is oblong, grow ſevera] leaves one 
under another, growing broader and broader as 
they deſcend, and at a diſtance they look like a 
plume of feathers ; they make pleaſant groves, if 
ſet to advantage, and the Indians, to get at the 
fruit, cut them down, which, as they are ſoft and 
pappy, may be done with one blow of an ax. 

The bonanoe, a ſort of plantain, the fruit of 
which is thick, ſweet, and mealy, abounds alſo on 
the Iſthmus. | 21 

In the iſlands are great quantities of mammee- 
trees, which grow very ftraight, to the height of 
lixty feer or more; the fruit, in the middle of 
which is a ſtone, is wholeſome and delicious, ge- 
nerally ſomething larger than a pound-pear, 

There is a ſpecies of a mammee called mammee- 
ſappota, the fruit of which, when ripe, is beau- 


fully coloured, and ſmaller, but firmer than the 
other bot. 8 : 


N 2 Sapadilloes | 


— 


268 THE VOYAGE OF. 


Sapadilloes do not grow ſo high as the mammee: 
the fruit, which is coated like a ruſſet · pippen, but 


of a ſmaller ſize, is very pleaſant; they are plenti- 
ful in all the iſlands, and are found alſo: on the con- 


tinent, where abounds the moſt delicious fruit in 
the world, I mean the pine-apple. 

It is like an artichoak, and as big as a man's 
head ; it grows like a crown, on the top of a ſtock 


. as thick as a man's arm, and afoot and an half high 


the fruit is ſurrounded with ſhort prickly leaves, 
and commonly weighs about ſix pounds; the fruit 
is very juicy, and ſome people imagine the taſte to 
be an aſſemblage of all the fineſt fruits in the world: 

the leaves are to be pared from the fruit, which 


has neither ſtone nor kernel; the leaves of the plant 


row from the root, and are about a foot long. 
The prickly- pear is a fair fruit, much eaten by the 


Indians; it grows on a prickly plant four feet higb. 


Few fonces can be. better than the pope's head, 
which is a plant growing like a mole-hill, and full 
of thick, ſharp, hard ſpurs, with black points, of 
about a ſpan long, which gall extremely the legs 
and feet of any one that chances to be entangled 
amongſt it. 

The Indians make no other * of the ſugar 

cane found here, than to ſuek out the juice. 
In the iſlands are found a fruit called the machi- 
nel- apple, of a very fine colour and a moſt fragrant 
imell, but of a nature ſo malignant, that whoever 
chances to taſte of it is poiſoned, without an im- 
mediate antidote is adminiſtted. The trees are low, 
targe-bodied, and full of leaves ; the grain of the 
wood is very fine, delicately grained, and uſed in 
carved work: we had an inſtance of its virulence 
in the rain-water which diſtilled from it, upon the 
bead and breaſt of one of our company who hap- 
pened to repoſe in its ſhade, raiſing bliſters every 


3 that it touched; indeed he was ſo alen 
that 


* 
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that his life was ſaved with difficulty, and he carried 
the marks of it, like the ſcars of the EE Pox, to 
his grave. - 


This: part of the works produces two forts of 


maho, the one being as large as ach, the other 
ſmaller, and the ſatter grows by the river fide, in 
moſt [wampy places the back ts ragged, and will 


'T off in ſtrings to the very top, theſe firings bes. 


„ tho' lender, very ſtrong, ſo that cable: topes 
15 rigging for veitels are made of them, and they 
are formed into threads for fiſhing-nets and other 
uſes, by twiſting them between the knee and the 
paim of the hand, 

The calabaſh is a ſhell-froit, of in globular form; 
very hard, and containing two, three, four or five 
quarts : of theſe there are two ſorts, the one being 
ſweet, the other bitter; the ſubſtance of both is 
ſpongy and juicy ; I cannot ſay that they are very 
celicious, but the Indians uſe them frequently on 
a march, ſucking the juice and ſpitting out the reſt. 
The bitter ſort is medicinal, and a ſpecific in ter- 
tians, a decoction of them adminiſtred by way of 
clyſter is admirable in the dry gripes. The ſhells 
are made uſe of as drinking-veflels, being almoſt as 
hard as the coco-ſhell, but not quite fo thick. The 
* Darien calabaſh is, when painted, greatly valued by 
the Spaniards. 

Gourds are of two ſpecies ; the ſweet, which is 
not over pleaſant, and the bitter, which is medict- 
nal in the paſſio-i!taca, tertians, coſtiveneſs, &c. ad- 
miniſtred by way of clyſter; they creep along the 
ground, or wind round trees like the vine; the 
gourd-ſhells ſerve for pails or buckets. 


Here is alſo found a kind of flagger called ſilk- 


graſs, growing in moiſt places, under cover of hills; 
tne leaves ſhoot out in a knobbed root, and are 
like a ſword blade, being at the bottom thick as 
one's hand, and growing thinner gradually till it 

3 termi- 
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20 THE VOYAGE OF. 
terminates in a point : theſe leaves are jagged at the 
edges like a reap-hook or faw, and ſometines grow 


to the length of two yards: when they come to 


a proper growth the Indians cut them, dry them 
in the ſun, and then beat them into fine flax, of 
which they make ropes for the hammocks, al] forts 


of fiſhing nets, &c. it is certainly ſtronger than any 


of our hempen or flaxen threads, and the ſhoe- 
makers in Jamaica uſe it for their ends; the Spa- 


niſh women make ſtockings of it, which are ſold 


very dear; and the women in the Weſt Indian 
plantations weave a yellowiſh lace out of it, which 
they are very proud of. 

I he light-wood tree is about the ſize of an elm, 
with a Jeaf like that of the walnut; it is ſtreight 
and well bodied; the grain of it reſembles that of 
the cotton · tree, being of a whitiſh colour, its ſub- 
ſtance reſembling cork, tho' I know not whether it 
be ſo ſpongy or not; of it are made good tompions 
for the muzzles of guns, and it is ſo light that a 
man may carry a large quantity of it on his back 
at a time. Oa a rafter made of three or four logs 
of it, four feet long, and not thicker than a man's 
thigh, two or three men have been known to ven- 
ture to ſea ; theſe rafts are made, by firſt binding 
with maho cords ſeveral] of the logs collaterall), 
acroſs which are laid other logs, at ſome diſtance 
from each other, and theſe are pegged down to the 
former with ſtrong meccaw pegs, which in this 
ſpongy wood takes a ſurpriſing ſtrong hold; on 
theſe rafts, which reſemble the dyers floats upon 
the Thames at London, the Indians croſs large 
rivers, and go out to fiſh, 

The wbitewood-tree is like the willow, it grows 
one or two and twenty feet high, and the trunk is 
but ſlender; the leaf reſembles that of ſenna; it 
is the whiteſt, fineſt grained wood I ever ſaw, be- 


ing alſo very hard and ponderous, 


They 


* 
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They do not take any care of their tamarind- 
trees, which are large and umbrageous; they ge- 

| nerally thrive in a ſandy ſoil near a river: the fruit 
is good, but of a brown ſort. 

The locuſt- tree, a ſpecies of tamarind, but of the 
wild fort, abounds here; as does the hatbard ein- 
namon, which has a ſhort thick cod like that of a 
bean. : 

Of the bamboe cane, which grow like briars 

ia copſes, twenty or thirty of them well guarded by 
prickles, ſprout from one root; they riſe near the 
river, and the avenues which they fill become there» 
by impaſſable ; few of them are found in the iſlands, 
but on the iſthmus they are plentiful enough. 

The hollow bamboe will hold ſometimes a gal- 
lon, ſometimes more ; they are found only on the 
continent, riſing twenty or thirty feet high, and a 
foot and an half in circumference ; they have knots 
all down them, at the diſtance of about half a yard; 
the leaves, ſhaped like thoſe of the elder, cluſter at 
the top of each cane. 

The mangrove-tree conſiſts of fora thin fonts 
ſhooting from different roots, that riſe. a foot or 
more above the water, and uniting one with ano- 

ther they form a pretty luſty tree. Where theſe 
trees are thick they over-run the ground, in ſuch a 
manner, that there is no paſling on the bank of the 
ſalt water. Mangrove is rediſn, and uſed in tan- 
ning leather, I have fome reaſon to think that the 
Peruvian or Jeſuit's bark is the Produce of a ſort of 
mangrove. 

Bell and bird-pepper, each orowing on a ſhrub 
of about three feet high, the latter having a ſmaller 
leaf, and being in moſt eſteem, are the ſponta- 
neous products of the ſoil; as is alſo the red- wood, 

a lender tree of thirty or forty feet high, with a 
notched bark ; the . is of a bright red caſt, 
N 4 1 


n0n2 CHE VOTTAGEOF! | 
and gives a molt beautiful ed ſtain to cottons, which 
no waſhing can ever remove. 

The Indians here know alſo the uſe ofih yams and 
eee - the latter they roaſt, of the former they 
have two ſorts; the white and purple. 

Caſſava, a root ſomething like parſnip, alſo thrives 
well here ; ; the ſweet ſort they roaſt and eat, of the 
other, having preſſed out the juice, which is rank 
poiſon, they make bread ſomething like our bat. 
bread, by grating it to powder, and ſtre wing it 
over a hot baking ſtone, on which it becomes a 
cake that is criſp, white, and very agreeable when 
dried. This ſort of bread is not peculiar to the 
ithmus; it is uſed alfo in Jamaica, and in all che 
Indian colonies. | 

They have here 1 of tobacco, but as they 
are ſtrangers to the manner of manuring the plant, 
it is not quite ſo ſtrong as that of Virginia; they 
Jay ſeveral leaves, having ſtripped and cured them, 
one upon another, and then roll them up ſideways, 
leaving the center hollow ; and by rolling leaf up- 
on leaf, they extend it to the length of two or 
three feet, the: rol] being extremely hard: their 
way of ſmoaking it is extremely particular; a boy 
Having lighted one end of it, blows the ſmoke 

with the breath of bis mouth thro' the whole length 
of the roll into the faces of all the company, which 
offering they receive, fitting on forms, in the hol- 
low of their hands, inhaling it with vaſt eagerneſs, 
and ſeeming to be in raptures at fo agreeable a re- 
freſhment. They are perfumed in this manner, 
when in council, and there are perhaps two or three 

hundred perſons preſent. 
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5 x H E RE is no great Aion of beaſts: peculiar” 
to the Iſthmus of America: but as the foil is 
rich and fertile, I am perſuaded, that were it well 
cleared from wood, it would afford fine paſturage 
for black cattle,. ſwine, and ſuch other uſeful] ant» 
mals as are found in Europe, and uſually brought 
thence into-theſe climates, where they are eſpecial- 
ly efteemed. - 

There is here a beaſt of a black OR with 
ſhort legs, but extremely ſwift, called the pecary; 
it reſembles the Virginia-hog, and has the navel not 
on the belly but on the back, whence if it be not 
cut in a couple of hours alter the beaſt is killed; 
it communicates. to it a moſt unſavoury taint; «+ 
when this is done, the fleſh, which is nouriſhing.and 
well taſted, will keep freſh, for many days. The 
Indians, when they have a mind to preſerve it long- 
er, barbicue it in the following manner: they plant 
four ſtakes in the ground, eight or nine feet from 
each other, laying others a- croſs, parallel to and 
about a foot from the ground; upon theſe are laid 
peces of the beaſt, and underneath a hot charcoal 
tire, which is kept in for three, four, or five deys, 
the meat being continually turned till it becomes as 
dty as a chip, or as ſmoked beef. Thus they ma- 
nage abroad not only the pecary, but many ſorts of ; 
birds, the warree, &c. with this difference, that 

they flca the latter; if there be much, the women 

ailit the men in carrying it home. From the meat 
thus preſerved they cut bits for uſe, and when the 
ſtock is out 20 a hunting for more. 
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29  THE-VOYAGE!OS * 
There is a neceſſity for ſome cookery of this ſort, 
in which I ſhould have obſerved they uſe a ſprink- 
ling of ſalt, becauſe the country is fo very moiſt, . 

The pecaries go in droves of one or two hundred 
together, and the Indians bring them down either 
with dogs or arrows; but they find it a difficult 
taſk on account of their ſwiftneſs, I myſelf have 
hunted a whole day with Lacenta, without being 
able to catch more than two pecaries, tho' we have 
ſtarted near a thouſand, nay more. DEL 

The warree is another kind of hog, with litile 
ears, huge tuſks, and long briſtles covering the 
whole body; it - fights with every creature that 
comes in its way, but ſeems to have a peculiar en- 
mity to the pecary. They are good food, and the 
Indians hunt and barbicue them. | 

It is a little remarkable, that tho' they have plen- 
ty of red deer, they never hunt them, and ſeemed 
not well ſatisfied that our men ſhould kill and eat 
them, refuſing, with great indications of diſpleaſure, 
to partake of the meal; yet they pick up the horns 
that are found ſhed in the woods, and hang them 
up by way of ornament in their houſes. | 
Here is a race of ſmall il|-ſhaped dogs, with 
rough ſtraggling hair like our mongrels, but they 
only ſtart game, or by barking keep it at bay till 
the hunters come up, for they never run any down; 
large ſtrong dogs would be valuable preſents here; 
but then there would be great danger of their grow- 
ing wild in ſuch an uncultivated country, Here 
ate no hares, but a few rabbits, very near as large 
as hares, with little ſhort ears, long claws, and no 


tails; the Engliſh call them Indian conies ; they 


are a pleaſant juicy meat, and do not burrow deep 
ia the ground, but lodge in the roots of trees. 

The woods are full of various forts of middle- 
ſized monkies, which re excellent food; moſt of 


them are black, and have beards: but 1 
N others 


— 
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others white and beardleſs, In the dry ſeaſons the 
fruit makes them pure and fat; but the Indians 

never eat of them till they ſaw us do it, In the 
rainy ſeaſons they have large worms in their bowels, 
| ſome of them fix or ſeven feet long; they are a 
very waggiſh ſort of monkey, ſkipping from bough 


| to bough, with their young at their back, chat- 
tering, making faces at us, and waiting a fair op- 
portunity to piſs upon us as we paſſed near them. 
When the trees between which they chuſe to paſs 
are too far from one another, they lay hold of each 


other's tail, and forming a link, ſwing down, when 
the lowermoſt catching hold of the bough, climbs 
nimbly up, and draws the reſt, who take care of 
their graſp, after him. po 
Here are neither bullocks, ſheep, cows, aſſes, 
goats nor horſes ; and as they have no cats, a pre- 
ſent of ſome good mouſers would be highly rated, 
for they are Gver-run with grey rats and mite: and 
when we propoſed ſome reward to two of the nan 
ties who had cruifed with, and been of ſervice to 
us for ſome time, he begged a cat, which he had 
ſeen us apply to catch theſe vermin; and his re- 
| 4queſt was no ſooner granted, then he hurried off 
: his conſort to the canoe, without ſtaying for any 
other gratification, and they haſtily paddled off, 
| with ſtrong marks of being infinitely rejoiced at the 
ͤꝗ qquiſition. . | 
I know they have ſnakes, but I did not much no- 
tice their ſpecies ; their ſpiders are not poiſonous, 


but very Jarge : and having picked the lice out of 
| their heads with their fingers, they eat them. 
= Ihe ſoldier- inſect ſwarms in the Sanballoe iſlands ; 
| it is a ſpecies of the ſnail, having a ſhell, out of 

which you ſee the head and about one third of his 4 
body, of the colour of a boiled ſhrimp; it has ſe- 4 
; veral ſmall claws, and two large ones, like a crab: | 
| the tail part, within the ſhell, when roaſted, is as 
N 6 T2. delicious L 
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delicious as any marrow; the fore-part is bony and 


' uſeleſs; they feed under the trees upon what drops 


' from them, and if they chance fo have lately prey- 
ed upon the machinel-apple, they are ſo infectious, 
that they almoſt poiſon thoſe who eat them: acci- 
dents of this nature have diſordered many of my 
ſhip mates, but I always made ſome ſhiſt to recover 
them. I have found an oil extracted from this in- 
ſect, excellent againſt ſprains or contuſions; it is 
of a yellow;ſh colour like wax, and as thick as palm 
oil. 

Theſe iſlands produce alſo a few 6 2 
reptile common among the Caribbee iſlands ; and 
in Anguilla I have ſcen ſome as large as the biggeſt 
ſea-crab: they are good meat, and are beſt when 
caught after a ſhower of rain; for then they leave 
their holes, in which they burrough like rabbits, _ 


and go. in ſearch of food: the inhabitants, when 


they catch them, put them into a potatoe incluſure, 
where they leave them for two or three days to fat. 
ten, and they are ſaid to thrive on ſuch food ex. 
tremely well. 

do not remember to have ſeen either alligators 
ot guanos, which. are a ſmal'er ſort of alligator, on 
the lthmus; ; but there are plenty of green and red 
ſ eckled lizards of about a ſ an long, which are 
innocent familiar creatures, and permitted by+the 
Indians to run about their houſes unmoleſted. 


CHAP. VI 


we the birds, and ether winged 8 known Wen the 
Hbmus. 


FF: HERE is a long, large-hodied, ſtately bird 


common to the woods here, called by the 
Indians chicaly-chicaly ; its note is ſharp like that of 


the cuckoo, but en: quicker, and its plumage 
Contains 


Pd 


* 
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contains the fineſt red, blue, and other lively co- 
jours that can be imagined ; of the feathers of the 
back the Indians ſometimes make a ſort of apron: 
the fleſh is well-taſted, but blackiſn. This bird 
feeds on fruit, flies from tree to tree, and rarely 
lights on the ground. 

The quam is a well-taſted bird that keeps moſt- 
Iy among the branches; his wings are of a dun 
colour, but his tail is ſhort, flumpy, upright, and 
dark. 5 
There is a ruſfet· coloured bird, that dane or 
never flies, ſnaped ſomething like a partridge, with 
longer legs and neck, but a ſhort tail. 

\. The corroſou is a large heavy bird, living among 
the fruit trees, and having a coarſe, but delightful 
note, which the Indians imitate, and by practifing 
it diſcover their haunts : the cock is blacker than 
the hen, and has on his head a crown of yellow 


feathers, which he moves at pleaſure ; his gills are 


like thoſe of a turkey. The Indians either bury 
the bones of this bird, or throw them into the ri- 
ver, leſt the dogs ſhould eat them, in which ani- 


mal, they ſay, they produce frenzy: the Engliſh in 


the Weſt Indies have the ſame notion. 
Here is alſo a great variety of beautiful parrots, 


which are good food, and do not differ much from 


the generality of choſe found in Jamaica. 

The paraquitoes, which are moſt of them green, 
Go not mix with the parrots, but fly in flocks by 

hemſelves. 

The moſt beautiful bird I ever ſaw in my life is 
the macaw-bird ; its feathers are an aſſemblage of 
the moſt delightful colours that can be conceived ; 
its tail is buſhy, with two or three red or blue 
teathers much longer than the reſt : the pinions of 
the wings are in ſome all red, and in others all blue, 
and the reſt yellow; its bill is like a hawk, and its 
thape very like that of a parrot, but it is twice 
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as large; they have naturally a hoarſe deep note, 


but are excellent mimicks, and may be eaſily taught 


exactly to imitate a human voice : the Indians keep 


them as we do parrots and magpies, tame about the 


houfe, and when they are a little uſed to the family, 
and can chatter a few words, they let them fly 
among the wild ones to the woods, ſome of which 
they often decoy with them home, whither they 
conſtantly return with the evening, and give no- 
tice of their arrival by fluttering about, and chat- 


tering in ſuch a manner, that they have often given 


me high entertainment: the fleſh is black, but good 
cating. | | 
There is a woodpecker here, with a long ſlender 
bill, and ſtrong claws, wherewith it can climb a 
tree, ſticking very faſt to it; it is coloured Jike our 
magpies, but more neatly, and is a ſmaller bird; 
they yield an earthy. unpleaſant ſavour ; however, 
I have eat them with ſatisfaction when I could get 
nothing elſe : the Indians will not touch them. 
They have a large and a ſmall fort of poultry 


about the houſe ; among 'the former are our com- 


mon dunghill, the copple-crowned, and the game- 
cock and hen, tho' the people here take no delight 
in cock-fighting. The latter have buſhy tails and 
feathered legs; the tips of their wings are gene- 
rally black, and they are very ſtately: they all crow 
on the approach of day, as our poultry do; they 
keep cloſe about the houſe, and do not range far 


into the woods; they are pretty fat and well-taſted, 


for the Indians give them ſtore of maiz, on which 


they thrive extremely. This ſpecies of poultry has 


within theſe few years become common in England, 
where it multiplies faſt, and is known by the name 


of the Guinea cock and hen. They are certainly 
a neat bird, and more handſome than any of the 
ſort natural to theſe iſlands. 


There are many different ſorts of the ſea-fowls, | 
| | not 
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not only among the. Sanballoe iſlands, but all along 
the north coaſt; whereas on the ſouth fide, and in 
the bay of Panama, they are not ſo plenty: per- 
haps this quarter doth not afford them ſo much fiſh 
as the other. FT 

The pelican is a large bird, ſhort legged like a 
gooſe, with a great beak, and a long neck, which 
it carries upright like a ſwan; it is web - footed, 
and its feathers are of a dark grey colour: under 
the throat hangs a membrane which the ſeamen dry 
for a tobacco pouch, as it will hold near a pound, 
and in this the fowl lays up proviſion, which it 
takes out as it grows hungry. The young ones are 


aid to be good meat, and they feed on nothing 


but fiſh. 


The cormorants of the Samballoes are ſhaped 
like ducks, and not much larger; their fleſh is 
coarſe and rank; they are black, with a white ſpot 
on the breaſt ; they are alſo web-footed like other 
water-fowls, and pitch on ſhrubs and trees near the 
water fide, 7 _ 

The ſea-gulls and ſea-pies are but indifferent 
fſby-taſted food; to correct which, they are buried 
gots and feathers and all for eight or ten hours in 
the ſand, after which interment they prove much 
more agreeable, tho' rather ſmaller than ours. 


There - are bats on the Iſthmus as large as 


pigeons, with very long wings, the extremities of 
which are armed with claws that aſſiſt them in 
clinging to any thing in their way; they haunt old 
bouſes and deſerted plantations. 


Among their fly ing inſects are gnats, muſkittoes, 


waſps, beetles, and various ſorts of flies, the moſt 
remarkable of which are the ſhining-flies, which 
are of the nature of the glow-worm, and icattered 
among the thickets, appear like ſparks of fire. 
They have two forts of bees, the one ſhort, 


thick, and of a red colour; and the other long, 


lender, 
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280 THE VOYAGE OF 
flender, and black: they neſt on the tops or in the 
hollow of trees. The Indians thruſt in their arms 
and bring out the combs, during which action they 
are never once ſtung, though the bees perhaps cover 
them from the ſhoulder to the finger-ends, and I 
myſelf have often had them on my naked body, 
without feeling the leaſt ſmaft; from whence I am 
inclined to think they have no-ftings. The Indians 
drink the honey and water mixed, but of the wax 
they make no uſe ; for inſtead of candles they have 
a light gummy ſort of wood. - 
They have both flying and creeping ants, which 
ſting and are very troubleſome, eſpecially when they 
make their way into houſes, which they often do. 
There is no lying down to reſt any where near 
the hillocks that they raiſe; for they climb up the 
trees and get into the hammocks that are ſlung 
among them. | 


z 


CTA VE: 
3 Of the fab found upon this conſt. 


MON the many kinds of fiſh found in the 
North Sea, I ſhall mention ſome few that 
fell under my notice, during my reſidence on that 
coaſt, z | | 
The tarpoon is large, firm, and flaky :: ten of us 
dined heartily upon one that we caught near Car- 
thagena, which yielded us beſides a good quantity 
of oil: this fiſn commonly. weighs above ſixty. 
pounds, 5 e 
Sharks are not ſo common here as in other parts 
of the Weſt Indies; but there is a ſmaller fiſh ſome- 
thing like it, called the dog-filb,” which is a well- 
| flavoured food ; its mouth is longer and narrower 
than that of the ſhark, and it has but one row. of 


teeth, 
| The 
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The cavalle is found among the Sanballoes; it 
is about the bigneſs of a mackarel, but clean, ſlen- 
der, and long: it is a lively fiſh, with a bright 
large eye; it is good meat, moiſt, and well taſted. 
The old-wife is a flat fiſh that taſtes well. 
The paracood is a round flender fiſh, longer 
than the pike, deemed very wholeſome ; there is a 
ſoecies of this fiſh caught off ſome particular banks, 
ſo very poiſonous that people die of having eaten 
them, and none eſcape without lofing their hair 
and nails; this effect, I ſuppoſe, ariſes from ſome 
particular kind of food that falls in their way. 1 
have been told by ſeveral perſons, that taking the 
back-bone powdered, has been found a certain an- 
tidote againſt its effects, but that after taking it 
there remains a numbneſs and weakneſs in the limbs 
for a ſhort while. #7. e 
The poiſonous paracood, ſome people will pre- 
tend to diſtinguiſh from the wholſome paracood, 
by taſting its liver, and if it be well-flavoured they 
dreſs and eat the fleſh without any fear; but if the 
liver be bitter, and bite the tongue like pepper, they 
throw the fiſh away, concluding it unfit for food. 
There is a ſort of fiſh found on the coaſt, called 
the gar-hſh by the Engliſh ſailors ; ſome of them are 
two feet long ; they have a long bone on the ſnout, 
of about one third of the length of the body, 
Which is very ſharp at the'end : they glide on the 
ſurface of the water as ſwift as a ſwallow, leaping 
out of the water thirty or forty times together. I 
have been told, that they move with ſuch force 
that they will run their ſnout through the ſide of a 
canoe, and it is dangerous for a man to meet them, 
leſt they firike him through. The back-bone looks 
_ of the colour of a ſapphir ; the fleſh is very 
good, T 5 Foy 
The ſailpin is about a foot long, with a long 
prickly ſkin, which is ſtripped off before they are 
dreſſed, 
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dreſſed, and then they prove good meat. The 
Sanballoes abound with ſhell-fiſh, particularly the 
couch, which is large and winding like the ſhell of 
a ſnail; the mouth of it is flat and very wide, in 
proportion to the bigneſs of the ſhell; the outſide 
of it is coarſe and rough, but the inſide bright like 
mother- of. pearl: the fiſh itſelf is ſlimy and ſandy, 
therefore there is a neceſſity for ſcouring it clean 
before it is dreſſed for eating; beſides which, be. 
ing very tough, it muſt be beaten before it is uſed 
to make it tender. | 


Periwinkles and limpits ſtick to the rocks, and 


are good eating, more eſpecially the latter. 


The Iſthmus has no lobſters nor oyſters, aud 


but a few crabs; and there is a craw-fiſh found 
among the Sanballoes, as large as the lobſter, but 
without the great claw : theſe are delicious meat, 
but the crabs are not near ſo good. 

I am not well acquainted with their river-fiſhez, 
of which there are many different ſorts, one being 
like our roach, but black and bony ; they are about 
a foot long, very ſweet, firm, and well- taſted. 

There is another fiſh like the paracood, but 
ſmaller and better taſted. i | 

There is alſo a fiſh about eight or ten inches 


long, ſhaped like our pike ; the mouth of it is lik 


a rabbit's ; his teeth a little way within; its lips are 
cartilaginous, and it is a very good fiſh, Theſe are 


all the river-fiſh that fell under my inſpe ion; 


wherefore I ſhall proceed to the methods, accord 
ing to which the Indians, who are very expe 


therein, catch their fiſh. | 


In the mouths of the rivers, and on the ſea coal, 
where there are no rocks, they uſe a ſort of drag 


nets, made of maho bark or of ſilk-graſs; but nM 


the hilly country, where the ſtreams are clear, a 


the banks perhaps too rocky to admit the ule il 7 
"nets, without ſpoiling them, they walk along 1 N 
| | 
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{ide of the river, on which they have. their eyes 
| narrowly fixed, and when they perceive any fiſh 
they inſtantly leap into the water, and: wade or 


ſwim after it, turning as it turns, until the fiſh flies 


for ſhelter to the brakes under the bank, which is 
very common, whither the Indians follow, and take 
them out with their hands. By night they go of- 
| ten fiſhing in this manner with light-wood torches. 
Having gutted and cleaned their fiſh, they either 
| boil it in water, or barbicue it as they do the peca- 
ry. They do not ſalt their fiſh for keeping, but 
generally boil with it abundance of pepper, as in- 


© deed they do with every thing elſe. Their way of 


meking ſalt is to boil a large quantity of ſea- water 
in an earthen pot till the fluid entirely evaporates, 


and the ſalt remains in a cake at the bottom: of 


this they are very careful, as the proceſs whereby 
they h it is tedious and troubleſome. 


CHAP. VII. 


The inhabitants of the Nimus deferibed : an account 
J (he mion eyed or white people of the Iſthmus : F 


their an e and ornaments. 


H ER E are inhabitants 1 all over the 
Iithmus ; thoſe on the ſouth ſide near Peru 


are not fo civil and familiar as the people of the 


north fide, where they are moſt numerous. The 


Wnen are ſtraight-limbed, big- boned, full-breaſted, 


Pandſomely ſhaped, and near fix feet high : I never 
aw one crooked or deformed perſon among them; 
Ehey are active, and run very f wiftly. 

| The women have briſk eyes; they are ſhort, 


e ump, and well-ſhaped, but not ſo full of ſpirits 


the men. Both men and women are handſomel 


Neatured; their eyes are commonly grey and lively, 
with 
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284 THE VOYAGE OF 
with high foreheads, good teeth, mouths indiffe. 
rently ſized ; and their noſe, which is the worſt 
part of their face, is ſhort and ſnubbed : they 
pride themſelves vaſtly in long hair, and it is black, 
lank, and ftrong, hanging lower than the middle 
of their backs; the women tie theirs cloſe to the 
head with a firing, from whence it flows down, 
They have combs of maceaw-wood, being ten or 
twelve ſmall ſticks, each tapering to a point, of the 
length of five or ſix inches, and joined together by 
the middle; with theſe they keep their hair from 
entangling, but they louſe themſelves with thei 
fingers. They pluck all their hair from their eye. 
lids, eye-bfows,. and beards, the women being the 
operators, with two little ſticks: however, upon 
ſome great occaſions, ſuch as having killed an ene- 
my, but particularly a Spaniard, the perſon who 
has done it cuts off all his hair, that being a mark 
of triumph: he alſo paints himſelf black, and te- 
tains that colour till the firſt new moon after com - 
miffion of the fact. | | 
Their natural complexion being orange, tawny, 
or copper colour, they uſe no art, either with their 
eye-brows, which are naturally like jet, or their 
hair, except that they ſmear the latter with oil, to 
make it ſhine; nor do they confine their unction 
to the hair of their head, but rub themſell es all 
over, whether to give the ſkin a ſmoothneſs, to 
| ſupple it, or to prevent it from parching under the 
= heat of the climate, I cannot determine. 
'E There is a ſpecies of people ſcattered up and dow! 
1 the Iſthmus, perhaps not more than three hundrec 
1 im all, which differs entirely from the common in- 
habitants, and the truth of what I affert reſpecting 
them can be atteſted by any perſons who have been 
acquainted with this part of the world; they at 
white, but their whiteneſs is like that of a horſe, 
quite different from the fair or the pale: een 


% ks * Et uh. = Ah. . ] Sea 


25 they have not the leaſt tincture of a bluſh in their 
faces. What adds to the whiteneſs of their ſkin. is 


a ſhort milk-white down covering their whole bo- 


dy, but not ſo thick on the forehead and cheeks 
33 to conceal the. ſkin;z.and it is my opinion that 


they would have white briſtles for beards, if, like 


the reſt of the people of the Iſthmus, they did. not 
keep the chin continually pulled: however, they 


never trouble themſelves with ſuppreſſing the down 


on their bodies. Their eye-brows are milk-white, 
as is the hair of their head, being very fine, inclin= 
ing to a curl, and growing but ſix or eight inches 


long; their eye · lid are oblong, forming a auen ; 


with the points downward. 


They ſeldom go abroad in the day-time, the ſam 


being diſagreeable to them, cauling their eyes, which 


are weak and poring, to water, if it ſhines towards 


them; yet they ſee very well by moon-light, for 


which reaſon we call them moon-eyed ; and, tho” 
they are heavy, dull, and inactive all day, at night 


they [Kip about the woods with great ſprightlineſs, 


and activity: they are but ſhoit lived, and leſs in 


ſtature than the other Indians, who Teen not to 
pay them much reſpect, but to look on them as 
ſomewhat monſtrous ; they are not a diſtin race 


of themſelves, but the caſual offspring of copper co- 


loured parents; nor can it be ſaid that they are the 
product of an European copulating with an Indian, 
becauſe the Europeans that come here are very few, 


and theſe few have ſcarcely any commerce with the 
Indian women; beſides, they are in ſome reſpects 


as different from the Europeans, as in others from 


the Indians: moreover, the child of an European 


and an Indian is always a moſteſe or tawny, &c. 


For the generation of their colour, I confeſs 
myſelf. unable to account, but Lacenta ſuppoſed it 
to be cauſed by the force of the mother's imagi- 
nation employed during conception, in contemplat- 


ing 
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ing the moon. They paint their bodies like the 
other Indians; nay, even thoſe of the ſucking chil. 
dren,. with forms of trees, birds, beaſts, &c. their 
face particularly cuts a droll figure thus ornament. 
ed: the women are the painters, and take preat 
delight in the work ; the colours by them princi- 
pally eſteemed are red, blue, yellow, &c. they mix 
them with oil, and keep them for uſe in cala. 


baſhes; they generally lay them on the ſurface of 


the ſkin with wooden pencils, chewed at the end 
to the ſoftneſs of bruſhes, and they will laft fome 
weeks. It was in this manner they painted me: 
they alſo draw upon the ſkin the rough draught of 
what they intend to paint, and then prick the 
draught all over with a ſharp thorn till the blood 
guſhes out, when with their hand they rub in the 
intended colour, and by theſe means it becomes al- 
moſt indelible. | | | 

Of the truth of this aſſertion, I was convinced, 
by endeavouring, at his own deſire, to eraſe from the 


cheek of one of theſe people, a figure that diſpleaſed 


him; but I could not do it effectually, though I 


ſcarified him, and even cut off ſome of the ſkin, 
When they go to war, they paint their faces red, 
and all the reſt of their body with black and yel- 


low ſpots; or ſuch other colours as they like beſt; 


and theſe they waſh off in the river every night before 
they ſleep. They ſeldom wear cloaths, tho' if they 
can procure gaudy coloured gowns they prize them 
extremely. The women have only a piece of cotton 
cloth hanging down to their ancles, tied about their 
middle with a kind of pack-thread.; and the men 
cover no part but the privities, which they con- 
ceal under a plantain leaf, or a piece of gold or 
ſilver, if they are worth it, formed like the extin- 


guiſher of a candle; they tie it very hard upon the 


penis, and faſten it to their waiſts with a {tring: 
They are in general a cleanly modeſt people, an 


even the men turn away from one another, When 
3 5 they 
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they are about to make water; for which purpoſe 
they flip off their funnel, and as nimbly reſtore it 
when they have done. 

They have no ſenſe of ſhame with reſpect to 
ſhewing the fundament, which they leave quite 
expoſed ; but both ſexes eaſe themſelves in the ri- 
ver. They have however long fringed garments 
reaching down to their heels, which they wear upon 
ſolemn occaſions 3 ſuch as attending upon their 
chief, going to a wedding, or any- other eſpecial 
feſtival ; I ſaw between two or three thouſand of 
them once in waiting about the perſon of Lacenta 
ſome in black, who preceded, and ſome in white 
who followed him, each having a lance coloured 
like his garment. 95 # Wt. 

They do not march to the place of rendezvous 
thus equipped, but are followed thither by women 
who carry their ornaments in a baſket; and they 
| dreſs upon the ſpot. Yet they ſeem fond of cloth- 
ing, for I remember: that one of them aſſumed a 
great air of grandeur, upon putting on an old ſhirt 
| that had been given him by one of the ſhip's 
company. The men wear upon the noſe a cre- 

ſcent of gold, filver, or other metal, which reaches 
over the lips, the extremities being faſtened to the 
| noſtrils; and the women inſtead of plates wear 
rings, run quite through the noſtril, which is there- 
by often drawn down to the lip, eſpecially in elder- 
ly women ; theſe ornaments are generally removed 
while they are eating, and afterwards reſtored to 
their place, being firſt ſcoured bright; though they 
ſometimes barely raiſe them with the left hand, 
While they put the meat or drink to their mouth 
with the right; and though theſe plates and rings 
hang bobbing upon their lips, they are not much 
impediment to their ſpeaking. x | 

don't remember that during the whole time of 
my reſiding here, I ever once ſaw a left handed 
perſon. 
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perſon. The principal people wear large gold 
pendants, ſhaped like hearts, with the point down 
wards in the ear; which often, by the weight of 
them, is worn into a very great hole. 5 
lo ence ſaw Lacenta fit in council with a golden 
diadem on his head lined with network, the breadth 
of which, as near as I could judge, was nine inches ; 
1 the top of it being indented like the teeth of a faw, 
_ And moſt of his counſellors had bands round their 
4 | forehead, of canes differently painted and ſhaped | 
1 like his diadem, the tops of them being ſet round 
1 with very beautiful feathers; but none of them had 
their headpieces of gold, except Lacenta; who 
moreover had no feather in his. 

They wear, beſides theſe ornaments, bracelets 
of teeth, ſhells, or beads hanging from the neck 
down upon the breaſt ; or to the pit of the ſto- 

1 mach. The ſtrings of theſe bracelets are ſo con- 
= trived, that the teeth of the uppermoſt fall into the 
| notches made by thoſe directly underneath ; fo that 
they look like one continued maſs of bone. Theſe 
bracelets are ſaid to be compoſed of tyger's teeth, 
and though I never ſaw any myſelf upon the con- 
tinent, ſeveral of our ſhipmates have, fo I hae 
no reaſon to doubt their exiſtence either here or | 
in the bay of Campechy, where they are ſaid to be 
ſmall but very fierce. Among theſe teeth they find 
room to interſperſe bugles, or whatever other gew- 
gaws fall in their way: and very often theſe brace- 
lets will weigh thirty pound weight upon the wo- 
men, and double that quantity on the men. 

1 | In ſhort, ſhe is thought a poor woman that has 

1 not more than fifteen or twenty pound; however, 

1 they only wear them on occaſions of ſtate or ſolem- 

3 nity, when they will dance under theſe burthens 

4 till they are no longer able to ſtand. They always 

4 lay them aſide at meals, or when they go to vil 

| or hunt. Wt. 
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Of their buildings and plantations their liquors how 


made: their weddings and manner of educating 
their children, „ 


HE IR houſes are of mud and wood, the 
| foundation not ſinking more than two or 
three feet into the ground; and the tops of them, 


which ſlope, being covered with large palm and 


other leaves. They are commonly run up near a 


river ſide, in a ſcattering manner, without any 


diſpoſition of ſtreets or rows, but within call of 
each other; certain diſtricts having each a com- 
mon warehouſe : nor do they change their ſttua- 
tion, till the ſoil, which they never manure, is 
worn out; or till the Spaniards attempt to fall 
foul of them. Chimneys they have none, but a 
hole is made in the roof of the houſe, through 
rao the fire kindled in the midſt of it emits the 
moke, 

I here is no diviſioh of rooms, but every member 
of the family has his hammock tied up, and hanging 
from end to end: their ſeats are blocks of wood, 
and they have neither doors, ſhelves, nor tables. 
Their ware- houſes are about one hundred and twen- 


ty or one hundred and thirty feet long; the walls 


raiſed generally to the height of twenty feet, includ- 


ing ridge and all, In the ſides or at the ends, are 


holes made at random, through which they annoy 


| their enemies, on their firſt approach, with ſhoot- 
ing arrows. Theſe houſes are always ſeated on 


the edge of a gentle hill, and the ſhrubs, trees, and 
underwood, cleared away round it, to the ſpace of 


| 2 bow-ſhot, They have a door at each end made 


of maccaw wood, and bamboes bound together 
. Go Wich 
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with ſwitches, being about'a foot thick ; and this 
barricado, ſupported by poſts fixed in the gronhd, 
they oppoſe againſt an enemy. However, theſe 
are holds whence- the Spaniards eaſily drive them, 
by firing red hot arrows into the thatch, whereby 
all is ſet in a flame; there is generally a family of 
Indians inhabiting each of theſe houſes, to keep 
them clean, and in them they hold their public 
atembies. ĩ ͤ | 1 
They ſet maiz round every houſe, by making 
a hole in the ground with their fingers, throwing 
in two or three grains, and then covering it with 
earth. The time of ſowing is in April, and of 
reaping in September and October. They pluck 
off the ears of the maiz with their hands, and lay 
it vp in huſks in their houſes, rubbing it thence 
with the hand inflead of threſhing it ; they don't 
make bread of flour, which is ground, from the 
grain when parched, between two ſtones, but mix 
it in a calabaſh with water, which we were often 
obliged to ſubſiſt on in our travels, there being 
ſeveral places where we could get no better pro- 
viſion. 3 | 
They allo, for the celebration of a wedding, or 
any other great feſtival, ſteep twenty or thirty 
buſhels of maiz in a veſſel of water, which ina 
Mort time begins to grow ſour ; then ſeveral old 
women having gotten calabaſhes for that purpoſe, 
chew grains of maiz in their mouths, which the | 
ſpit into theſe calabaſhes, and empty them, ſpittl 
| and all into the ſour water, having firſt drawn it 
i | off the maiz that was firſt ſteeped in it, whereby 
Nt it is ſet working; when the working abates, theſ 
| pour it off the ſediment, and ſet it by for uſe; it 
| is very windy and intoxicating, it drinks like four 
4 ſmall beer, and they toſs off large quantities of ii 
q being very careful of waſting it, for their common 
1 5 drink is water from the next river, or 9 
| | | | | whic 
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which is extracted from the ripe plantain, either 
when it is freſh, or when dry: in the former caſe, 
they roaſt it with the ſkin on, and then maſh it till 
it is diſſolved ; then mixing it with water, drink it 
as they want it: in the latter, they make a cake of 
the pulp of the ripe plantain, which they dry over 
a ſlow fire; for if the whole fruit was laid by, it 
would ſoon rot; and as they ſtand in need of it, 
they break off a bit and maſh it with water, car- 
rying ſome plantain thus dried every journey with 
them : they eat the plantain boiled with their meat, 
as we do bread, alſo yams, potatoes, and the caſ- 
ſava root roaſted, for all theſe as well as pine ap- 
ples, of which they are very fond, grow in their 
plantations z wherein I don't recollect I ever ſaw 
any kind of ſallading or herbs, except you'll reckon 
pepper among the former. 

The men clear the plantations by cutting down 
the trees, and having let them lie three or four 
years on the ground to dry and wither, they ſet 
fire to them and burn them, together with the. 
ſtumps and underwood all round; this is all the 
trouble the men take with their plantations ; the 
women dig, plant, and pluck the maiz, fer yams, 
potatoes, &c. and in ſhort, perform every ſort of 
ſervile work that does not require any great exertion 
of ſtrength ; they have alſo the care of domeſtic 
affairs, as waſhing, cooking, &c. beſides attending 
their huſbands abroad, as ſervants. ; 
| Yet, though the women are very great ſlaves, 
they go about every thing with ſuch readineſs, that 
their labour ſeems the entire effect of choice and 
not of compulſion. And to do them juſtice, they 
are kind, pitiful, and tender-hearted, being very 
ready to aſſiſt ſtrangers with every thing in their 
power, as well as loving and reſpectful to their 
huſbands, who in retura never treat them with the 


| leaſt roughneſs, nor do they at any time quarrel 


O 2 with, 
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with, or uſe them ill, whether drunk or ſober; 
and in all the time of my acquaintance with the 
Indians, 4 never knew one man beat his wife, or 
give her any abuſive language. About half an 
Hour after a woman in childbed is delivered, ano- 
ther woman takes her and the infant upon her back, 
and waſhes them in the river. Then the child is 
kept for a month tied by the back upon a ſtraight 
piece of maccaw wood, which is taken off when it 
3s to be cleaned, and when the mother gives it 
ſuck, ſhe takes up board and all; when it has done, 
he lays it in a little hammock, the upper part of 
which is kept open with ſhort Ricks, to give it air: 
the boys are bred up to ſhoot with arrows and pitch 
the lance, and are ſo expert in their exerciſes, that 
I have ſeen a boy of eight years old ſplit a cane, 
with his arrow, at the diſtance of twenty paces 
ſeveral times ſucceſſively, and never once miſs. The 
girls and other children remain at home with the 
old women, when the parents go out to hunt; but 
when the boys come to be ten or twelve years old, 
and are able to carry a calabaſh and ſome proviſion, 
they go abroad too upon the chace. JT 

The parents are very kind to their children, al- 
Towing them to diſpoſe of themſelves juſt as they 
think fit ; their uſual diverſions being ſwimming 
and catching fiſh. The girls twiſt cotton yarn for 
fringes, and make ready the canes, reeds, and pal- 
meto leaves, for baſket-making, which is the work 
of the men, and in which they are very curious ; 
| firſt dying the materials of many beautiful lively 
colours, and then weaving them ſo very cloſe, that 
they will hold liquor; and as-they make them of 
all ſizes, they uſe them as often for drinking-cups 
nus for other uſes; for they are ſo very firm, that 
vou may cruſh and throw them about, without 
doing them the {lighteſt harm. When the ydung 


maids come to have their monthly courſes, the) 
” are 
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ire not only veited with a cotton veil, but ſhur 
from the fight of all men, even their own fathers ; 
this confinement does not indeed laſt long, for they 

are ſoon at liberty to go abroad again. EY 
No females upon earth can be more modeſt, for 
they will lay hold of any part of a man in ſuch 2 
manner, as plainly ſhews them extremely innocent 
and free from impure thoughts. They Have a plu- 
rality of wives; Lacenta had ſeven, and matters 


were ſo contrived when he went a hunting, that he 


always found one of them ready to receive him at 
the end of every ſtape. + 

Stealing and adultery are here puniſhed witk 
death, except the woman ſwears ſhe was forced to 
be falſe; if otherwiſe, ſhe is burned. 
The manner of puniſhing him who deflowers z 


virgin is very ſevere, for a briar being thruſt into 


his penis, is there turned round ten or twelve times, 
ſo that if the part don't immediately mortify, it is 
a wonder; however, he has liberty to cure him- 


ſelf if he can, All theſe facts muſt be proved by 


the witneſs ſwearing by his own tooth, _ 

A new married bride ſpends the firſt ſeven nights 
with her father, or the next male relation, in a 
private apartment, after which reſtriction, ſhe is 


delivered to her huſband ; and it ſeems to be meant 


to ſhew that her friends are unwilling to part with 


her, When a man is about to diſpoſe of his 


daughter in marriage, he invites all his acquaint- 
ances for twenty miles. round, providing a great 
feaſt to entertain them ; the men that attend his 
invitation bring their axes to work with, and 


each of the women has about a half buſhel of 


maiz ; the boys bring fruit and roots, and the girls: 
eggs and fowls; each of theſe lays his or her bur- 
then at the door, and till the gueſts are all arrived, 
retire to fome diſtance; in the mean time, the hoſt 
diſpoſes of the gifts as he thinks proper, then the- 

DO 3 men 
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294. THE VOYAGE OF 
men viſitors return firſt, and each is preſented by 


the hoſt with a calabaſh of ſtrong liquor; after 
which, he is ſent; through a houſe to an area be- 


hind it; then follow the women, each being re. 
ceived in the ſame manner; laſtly come the girls 
and boys, who all drink at the door, and then fol. 


low their parents. 
After this reception, the fathers = the bride. 


| and bridegroom appear to the company, each lead- 


ing his reſpective child; the father of the latter 
makes a ſpeech, and then having danced himſelf 
almoſt dead, in which he is accompanied by the 
other, he gives his ſon to the bride, whoſe father 
kneels and holds her; and the young couple having 
joined hands, the bridegroom is returned to her 
parent, and the. ceremony concludes. The men 
then run with their axes, hollowing and hooping, 
to an adjacent tract of land, which they clear from 
the wood, continuing perhaps at that work for ſix 
or ſeven days ; and as they clear the ground, the 
women plant it with maiz, or whatever elſe is in. 
ſeaſon. This firſt ſtep being taken, they join to, 
build a honſe for the new. married couple; who 

enter it on the cighth day; and then the company, 
give themſelves up to feaſting, eating kreartily, and 
drinking hard. However, before they begin to 
grow riotous, which they are very apt to do, the 


bridegroom hides all their arms; and thus they 


continue together, ſome drinking, ſome drunk, 
ſome ſleeping, and ſome chattering, until the li- 
quor, which laſts perhaps four or five days, is 
quite exhauſted ; after which conſumption, they 
fit to recover of the intoxication, and return very, 
foberly home. They drink to one another at meals, 
paying a certain compliment, and reach the cup to 
him whom they have drank to; the women, to 
whom they never drink, ſtand by, and attend 


them, and when the cup 1s e take it to fill 


again, 
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again, after rincing it ; when the feaſt, or indeed 


the meal is over, the wives retire to eat and drink 


by themſelves. 
CHAP 


Of their domeſlic employments ; their hunting matches : 


proviſions and kind of living. EO 


HE domeſtic occupations of the men, who 
ſeem naturally inclined to indolence, is to 
make lances, baſkets, cups, arrows, and arrow- 
heads; or elſe they are employed in notching a 
hollow cane, in which, by blowing ſtrongly, they 
produce a kind of whining noiſe, without any me- 
lody ; they are fond of drumming upon any thing 
that falls in their way; and it is very rare that you 
| won't at one time or other find every individual of 

a diſtin&t company humming to himſelf. 4 
At other times, thirty or forty of them will 


dance together, forming a ring, and ſhaking all 


the joints of their body in a very antic manner, 
while one or perhaps two or three divided from 
the ring, jump about and play ſuch tricks as our 
tumblers ; throwing and catching their lance, bend- 
ing backward to the ground, and ſpringing for- 
ward again, in all which exerciſes they dilplay 
more activity than art or order; their dancing 
bouts commonly ſucceed a ſhort drinking match, 
and laſt five or fix hours; when they chuſe to give 
over, they leap into the river, though in the moſt 


violent ſweat 3 and having waſhed themſelves clean, 


come out, and ſtroke the wet with their hands 
| from their bodies and head; the women never 
' ſhare in their paſtimes, but when they have their 
dancing and fuddling bouts, for they will get tipſy 
too, among themſelves: but the men never go to 
dance when they have drank very hard. 
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When the huſband is quite drunk, two or three 
women aſſiſt the wife in laying him in his ham. 
mock, where they waſh his hands, feet, and face, | 
very gently, to cool his body, ſprinkle it with wa- 
ter, which they wipe off, as it begins to grow 
warm, and throw on freſh ; I have ſeen a dozen of 
 -them {ſtretched out and attended in this. manner af. 
ter a merry meeting. Ss 
The men never go ont of doors, though it be but 
to make water, without being armed with a bow, 
arrow, lance, hatchet, or long knife. In times of 
peace, they are always hunting a family or two 
together, but they have often Jarge hunts, in 
which twenty or thirty families join; there being 
ſeldom a ſolemn council or feaſt held without con- 
cluding in a match of this fort, every member be- 
. ing ſummoned at a certain time ſpecified, to at- 
tend with proper neceſſaries at a particular place of 
rendezvous. They will continue on theſe excur- 
ſions perhaps ſeventeen” or eighteen days together, 
juſt as they find game, and ſometimes they pro- 
” ceed to .the borders of their own country, and 
traffic with their neighbours, hunting all the way 
-and at all ſeaſons, the veniſon being alike to them 
at all times; the women attend to carry burthens 
and do any little neceſſary office in all theſe ex pedi- 
tions, having with them baſkets-of parched maiz, 
plantain, bananoes, yams, potatoes, and caſſava 
roots, ready roaſted, leſt they ſhould not meet with 
any in the woods; though there is ſcarcely any fear 
of miſſing it. N | 
They are all barefooted, and mind not the 
ſcratches they are expoſcd to as they pals along; they 
never hunt before ſun-riſe, and always pitch their 
—tents at ſun-ſet, if poſſible on an elevated ground, 
in the neighbourhood of a brook or river. They 
ſuſpend their hammocks among the boughs, near 4 
good fire, and cover themſelves with a plantain 


, 


leaf, 


a 
: 


leaf, as ſhelter againſt the ſeverity of the weather. 
They cut their game, or in lieu of it, their barbi- 
cued fleſh, into ſmall bits,- and throw it into a pip- 
kin, with plantains, bananoes, and. a great deal 


of pepper, keeping it ſimmering. for ſeven or eight: 


hours over a gentle fire, till it is boiled to a maſh z. 
of this they make but one meal a day, for the re- 

maining part feeding on the plantains or. bananoes ;: 
they pour their maſh into a large earthen difh or- 
calabaſh, and putting it on a large block, over, 


which they ſpread a plantain leaf inſtead of a table 


cloth, fit round it on little blocks of wood; they: 
are ſtrangers to the uſe of ſpoons, but dip the fin- 
gers of the right hand, for they never uſe the left, 
into the diſh ;. and graſping as much as they can, 
put it into their mouths, between every mouthful 
wetting their hand, in a bowl of water that lies 
near them, whether for cooling or cleanlineſs, I. 
can't determine; but they eat their meat piping- 
hot, as well as ſtrongly peppered ; taking every: 
now and then two or three grains of ſalt by way of. 
reliſh, 8 ED 

In their travels they are guided either: by the, 
courſe of the ſun, notching the trees as they paſs 
to find where the. bark is thickeſt, - that being al- 


ways to the fouthward-; or making ſome particular 


{pot their beacon, to which they take the- ſhorteſt; 
road through the woods, which over - run the coun-- 
try; which as they paſs, they clear with. their axes.. 
If a river impedes their progreſs, men, women, and: 
children, plunge in and ſwim. over it ; .bat when. 
there is a- neceſſity. for their coaſting down the 
fiream, they either uſe a canoe, or a bark made of. 
light wood. They compute their æras by. the. 


moon, being ſtrangers to every other planetary re- 


volution; and I remember to have heard Lacenta,. 
when ſpeaking of the havock made in this part of. 
* ths. 
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the world by the Spaniards, obſerve that it was 


many moons ſince. . | 
They have no notion of dividing the day into 


hours, &c. but if they have a mind you ſhould be 
informed that a thing happened ſo many nights 


fince, they expreſs their meaning by leaning their 
hand on their head as if aſleep; repeating the ac- 
tion as often as they would enumerate nights. And 
thus by alluſive motions, they explain themſelves 
where their language is not underſtood. They 
reckon from units to tens and ſcores, but beyond 
a hundred they can't go; for a number above it, 
they hold up a lock of hair, ſorting it gradually 
with their fingers and ſhaking it; but to ſignify an 

innumerable number, they ſhake all the hair on one 
fide of the head. I remember that ſome one of 
them having a mind to know how many men cap- 
tain Sharp had with him, when he marched three 
hundred and thirty-ſix men, of which I was one, 
acroſs the country, ſat down in a place where he 
could view every man as he paſſed by; for each 
of whom he threw a grain of maiz, out of an heap 
that ſtood by him into a baſket ; and being put out 


by one of our men, who overturned his baſket, he 


removed to another ſpot, where he renewed and 
completed his work; but the great difficulty re- 
maining was, to count the number of grains, at 
which enumeration, exceeding probably their arith- 
metical terms, ſome of the graver and more think- 

ing part having laboured for ſome days, not with- 
opt many warm debates, the conſultation was at laſt 
ended by one of them farting up, who by ſhaking 


a lock of hair, ſhewed the number of captain Sharps 


men to be great and unknown. 

They reckon by one, two and three, up to ten, 
Which in their language is called anivego, at which 
r.umber they clap their hands together, and for 


every number after ten they ſtrike the fingers a 
. | | | 7: al 
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the left hand one by one with the fore-finger of 
the right, expreſling the quantity by repeating it 
thus, ten and one, ten and two, &c. till they come 
to twenty, when they clap. their hands twice toge- 
ther; at thirty, which they call twenty and ten, 
they do it thrice ; and at forty four times, and ſoon 
to a hundred, which ſcems to be the ne plus ultra of 
their beſt arithmeticians. Having thus giyen the 

beſt account of the Indians of the Iſthmus, that 

obſervation furniſhed me with; I ſhall now pro- 
ceed to relate my voyage in the Batchelor's De- 
light, captain Davis commander, from Realeja on 

the Mexican coaſt, to the ſouthward; as ſome in- 

cidents thereof may prove entertaining as well as 

ulckul. ö 


C H A p. XI. 
Mr. Wafers voyage along the coaſt of Peru and 


hilt, 


UGUST the 27th, 1685, we left Realeja, 
with three other veſſels in company, but 
the men growing very ſick ſoon after we were out 
at ſea, a [potted fever having crept in among them, 
we put into the gulph of Amapalla; and built 
tents aſhore on a ſmall iſland, for thoſe who were 
diſordered. Proviſions beginning, a after ſome delay 
| here, to run ſhort, we went over to a beef eſtan- 
| tion on the continent, to ſupply our neceſſities; in 
our way thither, it being about three miles from. 
our landing-place, in croſſing an open ſavannah, 
we were forced to wade through a hot river: ilſuing 
from under an hill, that had no appearance of a 
volcano; it was clear and ſhallow, and under the 
hill there aroſe ſteams, as if from a boiling pot, 
which wetted my hair ; ſeveral of our men, who 
0 6 were 
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were tainted with the itch, were cured by this ac: 


cidental bath, and they attributed their recovery to 


the ſulphureous particles wherewith the water was 
impregnated. 

ln this place was great plenty of wolves, ſo very 
bold that they were near pulling the fleſh out of 
our hands; we kept them off as well as we could, 
but did not dare to fire at them, left the noiſe 


ſhould have brought down more to their aſſiſtance; 


which might have been dangerous as we ſtraggled 


about. 
Our men being pretty well recovered, we ſtood 


away to the ſouthward, and came to an. anchor oll 


the iſland of Cocos, in latitude five degrees fifteen 
minutes; this is a ſmall, pleafant iſland, abound- 
ing with very fine coco nuts, particularly in the 
valley where we landed, the foil being rich and 
fruitful : here are many ſprings of clear water, but 
the beſt are on the top of a delightful hill that riſes 
in the middle of the iſland, where nature has pro- 
vided a large baſon as a. reſervoir for them ; over 
the verge of which, the water ſwelling gently, 
trickles down in ſeveral mazy little ſtreams, forming, 


as it flows, cataracts and arches ; and this, added 


to the fragrance. of the trees, the flowery verdure 


of the iſland, the diſtant view of the ſea, and the 
ſweetneſs of the refreſhment, rarely to be found in 


ſo hot a climate, contribute to make it one of the 
moſt delightful ſpots in the univerſe, 

Here we flocked ourſelves with water and coco's, 
the milk of the latter being very good. Before we 
left this charming place, off which our ſhip rode 
very ſafely, ſome of our men determined to drink 
a bellyful of coco-milk, which they accordingly 
did ; and though none of them were drunk in con- 
ſequence of their feaſting thus, yet they were ſo 


chilled, and their nerves in ſuch a manner relaxed, 


that they could neither go nor ſtand; fo that * 
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of their meſs· mates as had not ſhared in their frolic, 


were obliged to carry them on board, and it was 
four or five days before they recovered, 


From hence we departed, keeping {till a. ſouth- 


ward courſe, to the Gallapagos ulands, on one of 
which there is but one place to water at; here 
we found a very large land- tortoiſe of the hecaree 


| ſort; it uſed to drink where we watered, but never 


| ventured to wet itſelf, In this iſland we careened, 


and the birds, umong which were many fine turtle- 


doves, were ſo familiar with us on our firſt com- 
ing, that they perched upon our heads and arms; 
| however, they ſhortly after grew more ſhy, and: 
| what we uſed we were forced to ſhoot : guanos: 
are plentiful here, and we found a low tree, thicker 
than a pear tree, of a very fragrant ſmell ; from: 
whence we extracted an odoriferous gum. While 
ve lay among theſe iſlands, we took off one of them 
five hundred packs of flour, that we had formerly 
left behind us; a great deal of which had been de- 
| roured by the turtles, 
| From theſe iflands- we ſteered towards the coaſt: 
of Peru, where we took the towns of Piſca and 
| Guacha, not without ſome loſs; we had ſeveral 


| other kirmiſhes, in relating which, we ſhall not 


| now detain you; captain Knight was along with 
us, and we were left at the iſland of Cocos, by the 
E two other veſſels that had accompanied us from 
| Amapalla, This was in the year 1686. | 
While we lay by to clean in the iſland of Gor- 
Es 2onia, I obſerved a ſpecies of monkeys very fond of 
oyſters, which at low water they brought off the 
banks; and-laying them on a. flat ſtone, beat them, 
with another, till they broke the ſhell, and then 
they took out the meat and ate it. - | 
| At La Naſca, in latitude fifteen. degrees ſouth, 
$ there is a wine ſtrong as Madeira, and of much 
the fame flavour, brought hither down the country, 
| | | in 
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in jars of eight or ten gallons a- piece, and ſhipped 
for Lima, Panama, and other ports; it ſtands ex. 
poſed to the open air, every man having his own 
mark on each parcel, and it will keep thus many 
years; we took in good ſtore of it. tw, 
There is a large town, in ſouth latitude twenty- 
nine degrees, which has nine churches, and is 
called Coquimbo. Here we landed in a deep bay 
ſand, in a large bay, into which a ſmall river dil. 
charged itſelf ; the banks of which are ſpangled 
with gold, with the duſt whereof our people, as 
they travelled along, were covered; but it was too 
fine to gather, being ſo intermixed with ſand : the 
place to Jook for metal of ſufficient weight to pay 
for ſearching after it, is near the heads of rivers 
among the hills, for there the weightier picces of 
gold ſtick faſt, while the finer and uſeleſs duſt is 
waſhed off to the ſea. LS 
In the iſland of Juan Fernando, captain Knight 
left us, ſteering round Terra del Fuego, to the Welt: 
Indies; while we determined to coaſt back toward 
the line, having with us a bark which we took off 
Piſca. From Juan Fernando, in order to gain a wind, 
and haveas much of the coaſt before vs as we could, 
we ſtood over for thirty-nine degrees fouth latitude, 
and being in want of proviſion and water, came to 
anchor near the iſland of Mocha, about the middle 
of December 1686. Here we ſtaid five or ſix days, 
and ſtocked ourſelves with all neceſſary refreſhments; 
the ſea-coaſt of the iſland of Mocha, which iſland 


lies in thirty-eight degrees twenty-minutes ſouth, i m 
low and ſandy, but it is a fertile ſoil about the th 
middle of the iſland, producing maiz, wheat, and v. 
variety of grain and fruit; here ſome of the Spaniſh WW 


Indians have little convenient dwelling-houſes, and 

are well ſtored with poultry, horſes, and ſheep. 
The latter is a very ſtately beaſt, about four feet 

and a half high ; it has a ſmall neck like a c—_ 
N | an 
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and its ears are like thoſe of an aſs; he is full 

cheſted like an horſe, with the loins of a well 
ſhaped greyhound, and the buttock of a full grown 
deer; it has cloven feet like a-ſheep, and in each 
foot a ſharp claw like an eagle's, two inches above 
the diviſion of the hoof, wherewith it climbs rocks, 
and graſps extremely faſt ; the wool on the belly 

grows twelve or fourteen inches long, but on the 
back it is ſhorter, ſhaggy, and curling ; it is an 
innocent ſerviceable beaſt, of great uſe in all the 
| Spaniſh ſettlements, but particularly in the gold 
mines, where loading, and leading them into a parti- 
cular paſs, they leave them, and they will find their 
way ſafely with their rich burthens, through roads 
| and other precipices, that it is almoſt impoſſible 
for any living creature but themſelves to traverſe; 
their maſters taking a large ſweep to meet them. 
| 1t is alſo ſaid; that the inhabitants of a town where 
water is ſcarce, make two jars faſt upon one of 
theſe beaſts, and turn him looſe without a driver, 
| when he goes directly to a river at ſome miles 
| diſtant, having been once ſhewn the way; and by 
| piunging quite into the water, fills his jars and re- 
turns home with his acquiſition, That they have 
an averſion to work after day-light, we found from 
experience, for no beating would prevail upon them 
to reaſſume it, or had any effect on them, but 
makiog them groan piteouſly. _ | 
Two of us, and thoſe not the ſmalleſt ſized 
among us, uſed to bridle one of theſe ſheep, and 
mounting upon it, ride round the iſland, and drive 
che reſt to the fold, going a hand gallop all the 
ay; nor did it ſcem to like going an eaſier pace. 
We found in many places twiſted horns, which we 
Juoppoſed had been ſhed by them, though we never 
aw any of them that were horned ; they have heads 
Pike an antelope, and a e like a hare; the hair 


lip 
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lip opening above, as well as the main lip, when iz 
bites the graſs. 553 | 
From Mocha we ſtood over to and failed along. 
the coaſt of Chili, till we came into ſouth latitude 
twenty-ſix degrees; here our water growing ſcarce, 
we put our canoes aſhore to ſearch out the river Ca- 
payapo; and in hopes to be able to deſcry it, we 
climbed a very high hill, but from the top of it we 
had no conſoling fights or proſpects, except that of 
a craggy unpleaſant hill riſing above the one we had 
paſſed, and another after that ; and here being quite 
faint for want of water, I fwooned away, having no. 
refreſhment but my own. urine : in our courſe over 
| theſe barren mountains and craggy rocks, though, 
there was not the leaſt ſign of water, we found 
plenty of fiſh ſhells, incorporated with. the maſs or 
ſtrowing the ground; an appearance for which 1 
could not poſſibly account. 
We found it was in vain. to look for the river 
Copayapo. We were told indeed by the. Spani- 
ards, that at a particular ſeaſon, this river over- 
flows its boundaries, being encreaſed by the melted: 
ſnows pouring down from the neighbouring moune 
tains; it may poflibly be as well from the rains 
falling on the mountains far within-the land: for 
though it never rains-on the coaſt of Chili or Pern; 
yet from the clouds that we have often. ſeen hover- 
ing over the inland hills, we have ſome. reaſon to 
think. that in thoſe ſpots it does rain ſometimes ; 
I remember at one time, when J could not ſee the 
top of Arica, for the vapour that enwrapped it; 
yet at other times, it was clear and viſible : to 
compenſate for their want of rain, they have very 
heavy, dews, the effect. of. which on the. ſoil is. 
prodigious. | 
The coaſt of Copayapo is barren and deſolate, 
as it is all along that of Peru and Chili, where 
nothing is to be ſeen but bare rocks, and a molt 
= F uncomfortable: 
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- uncomfortable tract of deſart land, void of the leaſt 
verdure, without bird, beaſt, or inhabitant, except 
here and-there a forry port, where perhaps there 
were two or three honſes ; though ſcarce water 
enough, except at high water, to fwim a cock- 
boat. 0 1 e 
Miſſing water at Copayapo, we ſteered to Ari- 
ca, a pretty town of Peru, well ſituated on the 
| bending of the coaſt, in eighteen degrees odd 
minutes ſouth latitude. The harbour here is tole- 
rably good, and here the ſilver of Potoſi is ſhip- 
ped for Panama; the ſea runs ſo high, and daſhes 
ſo violently all about the coaſt, except juſt at Ari- 
ca, that there is no landing. This town, which 
we plundered, all the ſurgeons except myſelf be- 
ing killed in the attack, ſtands upon a ſmall river, 
which was ſo brackiſh from the ſea-water daſhing | 
into it, that we could make no uſe of it ; here we 
got ſome ſugar, wine, and a few hogs; in this 
place I ſaw.a whole houſe filled with Jeſuits bark + 
however, a little farther to the leeward, we wa- 
tered at the river Ylo, which I remember at ſome- 
times to be a good ſtream; and at other times al- 
| molt quite dry. It flows through one of the plea- 
ſanteſt vales on the Peruvian coalt, and the inhabi- 
tants introduce it, by little ſtreams, through all 
| their ground. The foil about it produces olives, 
ſugar, figs, China oranges, and variety of other 
| fruits; with a multitude of the moſt uſeful vege- 
tables. This valley, as indeed are all thoſe of Peru 
and Chili, is the more pleaſant, from the rough, 
barren mountains that hang over them ; which are 
| generally a black or iron rock. | 
Nor was it for water only we were often in great 
| diſtreſs while on this coaſt ; food was ſometimes as 
ſcarce and as valuable - and I remember once, ſame 
| of us were ſo hungry, that we fed on raw crabs, 
and even ſea-weeds; and having ſeen a lean horſe 
| | that 
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that was grazing near at hand, we made a fire of 
{ea-weeds, whereon to roaſt the fleſh; but were ſo 
impatient for food that we gobbled it up when 


ſcarce heated, and carried the guts carefully on 


board with us. | | 
About thirty of our people, of which party [ 


made one, having landed at Varmejo, in ten de. 


grees ſouth latitude, in ſearch of water and re. 
freſhment, after having marched about four miles 
upon a light ſandy ſoil, found dead bodies of men, 
women, and children, ſcattered for near half a mile 
together ſo thick upon the ground, that we could 
{carcely paſs without treading upon them; to all 
appearance, they ſeemed as if not more than a week 
dead at moſt; but when handled, they were as 
light as a ſpunge and quite dry; we inquired the 
cauſe of this phenomenon from a Spaniſh Indian, who 
was ranging along the ſea- ſide, ſearching for weed 
to dreſs his company's fiſh, for he belonged to a 
fiſhing-boat that lay near; and this man told us 
that this was formerly a verdant fertile ſoil ; that 
hereabouts ſtood the city of Wormia, which was 
extremely rich and populous; and that when the 


| Spaniards beſieged the place, and it was evident 


that it could not hold out againſt them, the inha- 
bitants unanimouſly choſe to bury themſelves alive, 


rather than be ſubſervient to them; and that the 


dryneſs of the ſoil had preſerved the bodies from 
mouldering ; by the men lay their broken bows; 


and diſtaffs, with cotton- yarn and ſpinning-wheels 


* 


lay by the remains of the deceaſed women. 
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CHAP. XII. 
Mr. IWafer*s viyages concluded. 


| ſtands a town called Santa, about three miles 
from the ſea, the road to it lying over a ſmall hill; 


| on the inland ſide of which hill lay, when I was 


there, three ſhips of ſixty or one hundred tons a 
piece; they ſeemed very. ruinous; and we were 


ing them, that about nine years before they rode in 
the neighbouring bay, whence an earthquake re- 
moved the water quite out of fight for twenty=-. 
four hours; after which, it returned with prodi- 
gious increaſe and vaſt violence, bearing every 


the town then ſtood, which it laid in ruins, and 
carrying the ſhips to the ſpot wherein I ſaw them., 
This ſtory was confirmed to me by the pariſh 
prieſt, and many others of the moſt creditable inha- 
C 2 | 

Having continued hovering about this-coaſt, to- 
Little purpoſe, a long while, we returned to the, 


tie beſt of our way out of theſe ſeas, bent our 
courſe for the ſouthward, determining to touch no 
where till we came to the iſland of Juan Fernan- 
dez. As we kept on this courſe, we were, about 
tour o' clock one morning, being then in ſouth- 
latitude twelve degrees and thirty minutes, and 
about one hundred and fifty leagues from the main 


End of America, ſurprized with a moſt terrible 
Hock; which made us give up all hopes of life, 


F* Ve thought the veſſel muſt have bulged again - 
hidden rock; the men were ſhaken by it out of 
Ei: their 
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N ſouth latitude eight degrees forty minutes, 
informed by an Indian, whom we aſked concern- 


thing before it; ſweeping over the hill, whereon 


Gallapagos, under the line; and reſolving to make 
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their hammocks, captain Davis was pitched out of 
his cabbin upon the floor; we heaved the lead as fa 

as poſſible, and were ſurprized to find no ground, 
and that the ſhip ſtill kept under way. - - 

TLheſe obſervations induced us to conclude it was 
the ſhock of an earthquake, and in this conjeQure 
we were determined by the colour of the ſea be. 
ing changed from a green to a muddy white co- 
lour ; and the water, which we took up in the 
bucket, being mixed with ſand. We were after. 
wards informed, that, at the ſame time, there was 
an earthquake at Callao in the Lima-road, where. 
by the ſea ebbed fo far from the fhore, as to dil. 
appear for ſome time, when it returned with greit 
fierceneſs, and carrying all before it, even che ſhips 
out of the road, which were borne above a league 
up the country, overflowed the city of Callao, 
which ſtood upon a little hill, together with the 
fort ; for ſixty leagues along ſhore, did incredible 
miſchief, reaching even to Lima, though ſix miles 

Within land from Callao. en” 

Having recovered of our fright we kept on our wat, 
ſteering ſouth and by eaſt, till we arrived in la. 
tude twenty-ſeven degrees and twenty minutes, 
when about two hours before day we were alarm 
ed with a roaring noiſe like that of the fea break- 
ing on the beach, right a-head of the ſhip ; where 
upon, fearing we ſhould be aſhore, the captain 
conſented to back her courſes till day-light ; 0 
the appearance of which we found ourſelves off 
low flat iſland, free from rocks; and about twehe 
leagues to the weſt a range of high lands, which 
from the partitions in the proſpects we judged 
be a cluſter of iſlands. We would have gait 
aſhore here, but the captain not permitting it, ke: 
on his way to Juan Fernandez, where we arrive 
the latter end of the year 1687, and having cieat 


ed our ſhip and quitted our bark, we ſteered fot 
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Mocha, to take in ſheep to ſerve us in our voyage 
wund Terra del Fuego; but the Spaniards had 
| been before-hand with us, and carried away or de- 
ſtroyed the ſheep, horſes, and. every other living 
creature on the iſland, as they had alſo done at San- 
ta Maria; ſo that we were forced to ſubſiſt upon 
ſuch proviſion as we brought with us from the Gal- 
lapagos, conſiſting chiefly of flour, maiz, ſalted 
tortoiſe, and the fat of it, of which we had about 
ſixty jars made into oil. „55 

Three of our men having loſt at play all they 


were worth, and being unwilling to return home as 


ſome privateer going upon an expedition of ſome 
conſequence; their requeſt was granted, and they 
were ſupplied with a ſmall canoe, ſome axes, maiz, 
and other neceſſaries. They remained here about 


| During their ſtay upon the iſland they planted ſome 
maiz, which throve exceedingly well ; and beſides; 


wanted neither for fiſh nor fowls; of the latter 
there is an amphibious ſort, of a grey colour, not 
W larger than a pullet, which feeds on fiſh, and bur- 


after being buried for ſome hours. | 1 8 
Standing out to ſea to double Terra del Fuego, 
we had a terrible ſtorm for three weeks before we 
reached Cape Horn, being at that time in ſixty- 


and we weathered it but indifferently, our ſeamen 
being none of the ableſt. 


get out of the South Sea, we fell in with ſeveral 
illands of ice, which at firſt we took for real land, 
end as we could find no bottom with the log-line, 
e interred that they might be as deep in the wa- 


poor as they went, deſired to be left behind at Juan 
Fernandez, in hope they might be able to find 


a year, When they were taken up by a privateer. 


having folds of goats which they tamed, they 


roughs under ground like a rabbit it eats well 


two degrees and forty-five minutes of ſouth latitude, 


Running hence to the northward, in order to 


we 
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ter as they roſe above it, that being a conſiderahle 
height; and I remember there was one near fire 


hundred feet higher than the ſurface : theſe were 


phenomena that I miſſed when in theſe ſeas with 
captain Dampier ; nor did captain Sharp in his re- 
turn hence meet any of them. Some of them we 


could diſcern at good [diſtance in the night; but 


others lay under water, ſo that we were not aware 
of them till we ſtruck, which we did ſeveral times, 
whereby our veſſel was ſeverely ſhocked. During 
the three weeks that our veſlel lay to the ſouth of 
Cape Horn, the weather was ſo bad, and the ſly 
ſo cloudy, that we could take no obſervation, nor 
count our latitude ; however, we ſuppoſed ourſelves 
in ſixty- three degrees of ſouth latitude, which is 


- farther to the ſouthward than any other body ever 


A 


probably was. By keeping too much upon an eaſt 
north-eaſt courſe we were really above five hun- 
dred leagues off land, though according to our rec- 
koning we were then not one hundred ; wherefore 


| we ſtood in for the land; but having run ſome hun- 


dreds of leagues to the weſtward, in the ſame lat 

tude, and deſcrying no land, we began to be quite 
out of heart through fear of ſtarving at ſea, our ſtock 
of proviſion being almoſt quite exhauſted : in this 
extremity we had ſome relief by a very plentiful 


ſhower of rain, the water of which we ſaved in caſks 


Me had now fun four hundred and fifty league: 
in this latitude, without meeting land, upon whici 
many of the crew grew mutinous, and inſiſted wc 
ſhould change our courſe, which-had been certain 
ly agreed to, had.not captain Davis and Mr. Knot, 
with great entreaty, prevailed on them to continue 
it only two days longer, promiſing to act as the 
pleaſed afterwards, if in that time they did nt 
come up with ſome land: the enſuing day the wind 


being ſmall, we had a flurry from the weſt, which 


threw on board of us ſome locuſts and _— 
" (ct 


ſects, a very certain ſign of land. This was a pro- 
vidential accident; for had it not Happened, the 


men would have been for changing the courſe, be- 


ing through ignorance perſuaded they were ſtill in 


| the South-Seas, and we ſhould, in that caſe, have 


all inevitably periſhed. | 
However, we made to the point whence this 
windfall had come, and ſhortly came up with land 


a little to the northward of the mouth of the river 


Plate, where we immediately put aſhore for pro- 


| viſion. Here our men chancing to diſcover a herd 


of ſwine on a point of land, armed themſelves with 
cutlaſſes and fuzees, and while ſome of them guard- 


ed the paſs that led to the hills to ſtop their retreat, 
| others advanced upon them, and the ſwine retired 


towards the ſea, on the edge of which they ſtood, 


gazing upon, and, as it were, admiring them and 


their arms; but how miſerably were the poor ſail- 
ors diſappointed, when coming up with brandiſhed 


cutlaſs to cut them down, they ſaw the whole herd 


leap into the ſea and diſappear |! | 
Theſe proved to be an amphibious animal, call- 


ed ſea-ſwine, their fleſh taſting very like pork, but 
a little fiſhy 3 for, ſome time after, we chanced to 


ſhoot a couple and bring them on board: they are 
of a black colour, ſhaped like ſwine, with ſhore 
briſtly hair, and finny ſtumps wherewith to ſwim. 


| The country hereabouts is uninhabited, though it 
is fertile and well-watered, abounding with black 
| cattle, deer, and oſtriches. 


The oſtrich is a bird which is ſaid to lay its eggs 


in the-ſand, where they are hatched by the ſun, and 


the young chicken provides for itſelf: it is a very 


| fupid bird, and will follow the firſt thing it meets; 
we haye eat many of them while young, but the 
old ones are very coarſe food, and grow to a pro- 

Cigious ſize; this bird is reported to feed on iron, 


but 
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22 WAFER'S VOYAGE. 
but without any truth; it ſwallows iron as poultry 
do pebbles, not for food, but by way of digeſtion; 
for it will eat up any thing that falls in its way, a 
old nails and ruſty knives, | | 
Purting off to ſea again, we coaſted along Btaſi, 
and thence made for the Caribbee iſlands; where 
meeting with Mr, Edwin Carter, in a Barbadoes 
loop, who informed us of king James's having pub. 
liſhed a proclamation, whereby he pardoned all bue. 
caneers, I went aboard his ſhip, and failed up the 
river De la War into Penſylvania, and fo to the 
City of Philadelphia, where I arrived in Map 168, 
Hence, after ſome ſtay, I fell down to Apokun- 
numy creek, with captain Davis and John Higgih- 
ſon, who was left with me on the Iſthmus, when 
we brought our cheſts and other goods in carts over 
a ſmall neck of land into Bohemia river, which leads 
down the great bay of Chiſapeek, to point Com: 
fort, in James's river in Virginia, Here I intended} 
to have ſettled, but my time of reſt was not yet a. 


rived; for after reſiding in this place three years, [ 
was obliged, by ſome croſs accidents, to remove, 
and returned home to England in the year 1690. 
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An ACCOUNT of 1. ExreniTron | 
againſt CARTHAGENE, in the WEST 


IN oixs, beſieged by the Evorlan in 
the year Ar. 


* e: l en 
T\NGLAND having declared war againſt Spain, 
E in the year 17 39, the government reſolved to 
diſtreſs the enemy by attacking their poſſeſſions 

in the Weſt Indies; and for that purpoſe a plan was 
propoſed by colonel Spotſwood, governor of Vir- 
ginia: in conſequence of which, he was impoweted 
to raiſe a regiment of Americas, conſiſting of four 
battalions, to ſerve under his command againſt the 
Spaniards; but he dying before the ſcheme could be 
put in execution, this-regiment was given to colonel. * 
Gooch, who ſucceeded him i in the COVE: of 
that colony. | 12-108; 
The lieutenants were eee in England, at 
the recommendation of the-lord Cathcart, who com- 
manded all the land forces on the intended expedi- 
tion; and he choſe for this ſervice young gentlemem 
of family, chiefly North Britons, who had learned 
the rudiments of the military art in Holland and 
other foreign ſervices, and conſequently were the 
better qualified to diſcipline a new raiſed regiment. 
Theſe had commiſſions ſigned by his majeſty's own 
hand, but the captains and enſigns were appointed 
by the governors of the different provinces in which 
the companies were levied, according to a power 
veſted in them * the king for that FO | | 
- YOb:; You P While 
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4 


; diſciplining the companies in North America, ſix re- 


While theſe officers were employed in raif ng and 


giments of marines were levied in England, by 


means of draughts made from the foot-guards, the 


command of them beſtowed upon gentlemen of cha. 
rafter and capacity for military operations, and all 


poſſible pains taken to render them immediately fi 


for ſervice in the Weſt Indies, to which the ſeat of 


war was to be transferred. A ſquadron was equip- 


ped, and actually failed under the auſpices of com- 


modore Anſon for the South Seas, in order to har- 


raſs the Spaniards on the coaſts of Chili and Pery, 
and if poſſible to eſtabliſh a correſpondence acrof 


the Iſthmus of Darien, with the fleet and army def- 


tined for Carthagena, ſo as to co-operate for the ad- 


and having for ſome time encamped in the Iſle of 
Wight, were embarked on board of eighty tranſ- 


* 


The Ruſſel, 80 3 admiral of the blue, 


vantage of the nation. 
The marine regiments ie well diſciplined, 


ports, with all ſorts of warlike utenſi]s that might 
be neceſſary in the expedition, and detachmeny! 
from three old regiments were ſent on board of the 
men of war appointed to join admiral Vernon a 


the ſame ſervice. "Theſe were 


% 


| "Skips: Guns. Commanders. 


Sir Chaloner Ogle, reat- 


captain Notris. 
_ Captain Gaſcoyne, hav- 
B ger? ing on board lord Cath- 
e C e of the 
land forces. 
bebe 80 Captain Stuart. 
Boyne, 80 Commodore Leſtock. 
Princeſs Amelia, 80 Commod. Hemmington. 
ee 80 Captain Robert Trevor. 


Norfolk, $0 Captain Graves. 
| The 
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Ships. Guns. Commanders. 5 „ 

The Shrewſbury, 80 Captain Townſhend. 

Prineeſs Caroline, 80. Captain Griffin. 


Suffolk, 70 Captain Davies. 
Buckingham, 70 Captain Mitchel. 5 
Orford, 70 Lord Auguſtus Fitzroy, 
Prince Frederic, 70 Lord Aubrey Beauclerc, 
Prince of Orange, 70 Captain Oſborne. 

Lion, 60 Captain Cotteril. 
Weymouth, 60 Captain Knowles, 

” Boyer,” 60 Captain Harvey. 
Montague, 60 Captain Chalmers. 
Deptford, 60 Captain Moſtyn. 

Jerſey, b6o Captain Lawrence. 

"Auguſta, 60 Captain Denniſon. 
Dunkirk, 60 Captain Cooper, 
Rippon, 60 Captain Joliff. 

Vork, 60 Captain Coates. 
Litchfield, 50 Captain Cleaveland. 
Etna, . LET | 5 
Firebrand, Ver — 
Phaeton, 5 5 
Veluvins ? Fire-ſhips, 
Flame, 1 Pt 1 
Vue, a, „ 1 | : | 
Two bomb ketches, and hoſpital-ſhip, ſtore- 
ſhips, &c. ; | 


\ 


This noble fleet failed from St. Helens on Sunday, 
October the 26th, in the year 1740, with a fine 
breeze at eaſt north-eaſt, which continued till Fri- 
day the 31ſt, when the weather looked ſqually a- 

ſtern, and at night it blew a hard gale; and this, 
in the morning of Saturday, November the ft en- 
| creaſed to a violent ſtorm, which did abundance of 
damage in ſeveral ſhips, ſplitting ſails, carrying 
away maſts, and throwing every thing in confuſion. 
P 2 The 


* 
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The author of this account, who was on board 
of one of the largeſt ſhips in the fleet, ſays, he was 
waked early in the morning, by a dreadful concert, 
produced from the clanking of chain- pumps, the 
creaking of gun-carriages, the cracking of cabin; 
ſtrained by the violent motion, the daſhing of the 
_ ſea, the howling of the wind, the rattling of the 
rigging, and the confuſed clamours of ſix hundred 
men, running up and down the deck in confuſion, 
Nor was the eye more agreeably entertained than 
the eaf : for, when he got up and mounted the ac- 
commodation-ladder, he found the proſpect altoge- 
ther diſmal, Of all the fleet, ſeven ſail only were 
to be ſeen, and of theſe, two had loft their maſts, 
while the others ſcudded under reefed main-ſails; 
the billows were incredibly vaſt and tremendous: 
there was nothing to be ſeen on board, but tumult, 
uproar, and diſmay ; the ſhip pitched with ſuch 
violence, that the maſtsquivered like ſlender twigs; 
a calk of water broke from its laſhings on deck, 
and maimed ſixteen men before it could be ftaved; 
the main-ſail was ſplit into a thouſand tatters, and 
the yard being manned to bend another in its room, 
one of the braces gave way with ſuch a ſhock, 3 
threw four men-over board, two of whom were lof}, 
while the knee of a fifth was cruſhed in a terrible 

manner between the beril and the maſt. 
Nevertheleſs, the wind being fair, they made 
_ ſhift to lie their courſe under a ballanced mizen, 
going at a great rate, and on Monday at noon, 
though the weather was ſtill very boiſterous, wit 
rain and hail, forty ſail of the fleet appeared in ſight, 
and from this period aſſembled again gradually, On 
' Saturday the 8th, the Orford gave chace to a_velle), 
plying to the eaſtward, and omen ne into the 
fleet under French colours. On Monday captain 
Leſtock and captain Hemmington hoiſted bevy 
| 33 0 A. plue 
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blue pendants as commodores; and on Wod neſday 


the line of battle was altered, becauſe the Cumbers 
land was ſtill miſſing, ſince the ſtorm on the iſt of 


November. All Monday the 17th it rained and 
blew very hard: next day, the weather being mild, 
all hands diverted themſelves with ſtriking dolphins, 
which are a beautiful ſpecies of filh, as they ſwim 


along: ſide, and when firſt caught, exhibit a charm- 


ing variety of bright colours. They are in con- 
tinual purſuit of the flying-fiſh, which is about the 
ſize and make of a herring, furniſhed with mem- 
branous fins, by means of which it riſes above the 
ſurface, and flies a conſiderable ſpace in order to 
ayoid its perſecntorsdic til 8 . 

On Wedneſday the 19th, the wind proved con- 
trary, though in thoſe latitudes where it generally 
blows from the eaſt during the whole year. 

On Tueſday the 25th, a man belonging to the 
Chicheſter, jumped oyerboard and drowned him- 


elf, in reſentment for having undergone the ſhame- 


ful diſcipline of the ſhip for vermin. The weather 
growing ſultry. and calm, about this time, began 
to produce ardent fevers among the men, and in 
a few days the fleet became very ſickly; but no- 
thing material occurred, 18 7 
Friday December the 19th, after having lain to 
ſeveral nights, on the ſuppoſition of their being in 
the neighbourhood. of land, they failed along the 
coaſt of Martinique, Guadaloupe, and Marigalante, 
lands poſſeſſed by the French, and came to anchor 
in the bay of Dominique, which is a neutral iſland, 
though ſome parts of it were ſettled by French ad- 
venturers. The very day after their arrival at this 


land, the expedition ſuſtained an irreparable loſs, 


by the death of Charles lord Cathcart, a nobleman 
of diſtinguiſhed valour, capacity, and experience 
in the military art, whoſe character was, in all re- 


= ſpects, 
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ſpeQs, truly amiable, and whoſe fate was univer. 
ſally regretted, more eſpecially as he was ſucceeded 
in command by brigadier-general Wentworth, an 
ofcer who had neither. knowledge, weight, nor 
ſelf-confidence ſufficient to conduct an enterprize 
of ſuch importance. e e 
The fleet remained ſeven days at Dominique, for 
the convenience of wooding and watering, during 
which period, tents were pirched along ſhore for 
the accommodation of the fick ; and thoſe afflicted 
with the ſcurvy recovered in a ſurprizing manner, 
folely from their enjoying the land-air, and plenty 
of freſh-water ; for, the iſland produced no other 
refteſhments, although the ſoil is fertile, and natu- 
rally abounds with lime, lemon, and orange- trees; 
but the bloom had been deſtroyed by a hurricane, 
and the few planters who were on the iſland, had 
removed their proviſions and ſtack, for fear of be- 
ing plundered by the Engliſh, „ 
- On Friday the 26th, the whole fleet ſailed from 
Dominica, and next day paſſed by Montſerrat and 
Nevis, which ſaluted the admiral with their can- 
non, and aff:rded a pleaſant proſpect of green, 
fruitful fields, level towards the ſhore, and ſwelling 
up into mountains farther in the country, 
On Saturday they arrived at St. Chriſtopher's, 
and anchored in Baſſe-Terre road, where they 
found his majeſly's ſhip the Leoſtoff and a good 
number of veſſels, which had parted from them in 
the florm and rendezvouſed here, in purſuance of 
their inſtructions. Next day the admiral proceeded 
on his voyage, with fair weather, failing in ſight 
of the verdant iſlands of Szbe, Santa-Cruz, Porto- 
rico, and Hiſpaniola, the fleet being by this time 
increaſed to one hundred 'and eighteen ſail, til! the 
afternoon of Wedneſday January the 7th, when 
they deſcrieÞ five large ſhips towards the * 


N * —_ — — s 
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The admiral immediately made fignal for the 
Orford, the Prince Frederic, the Weymouth, the 
Dunkirk, and the York, to give chace, while he 
and the fleet continued their courſe for Jamaica, 
They accordinzly came op with the five ſhips, 
which were French men of war; and lord Auguſ- 
tus Fitzroy, who commanded the Orford, ordered 
their commodore to hoiſt out his boat and -ponte - 
aboard. This order the French capt in refuſing to 


{ obey, his lordſhip gave him a broadſide, and a ve- 


ry obſtinate engagement enſued. The two ſqua- 
drons being equally matched, fought al night wit 


_ equal courage, and in the morning, the Engliſh 


commodore ſeeing French colours diſplayed, hailed 
his antagoniſt, and pretended he hed miſtaken them 
for Spaniards. the battle was forthwith ſuſpended, 
mutual compliments paſſed, and having treated each 
other with great marks of politeneſs, they parted 


with the loſs of about an hundred men killed on 


each ſide, among whom was captain England of the 
marines, a worthy gentleman, and a gallant officer, 

Mean while Sir Cha'oner, with the reſt of the 
fleet, {-iled along the coaſt of Jamaica, from whence 
a pilot came on board, and on Friday the gthy 


5 conducted them ſafely into the harbour of Port- 


Royal, where they found admiral Vernon with 


bis ſquadron, and the regiment of North Ameri- 


cans were by this time arrived, and e 
aſhore. 

While meaſures were taking fk embarking 
this corps, and ſupplying the ſt ips with proper 
refreſhments, proviſion, and other neceſſaties, a 
Council of war was held at governor Trelawney's 
houſe in Spaniſh Town, in which it was reſolved 
that the mh fleet ſhould beat up-to windward, 
and obſerve the motions of the French ſquadron, 


commanded by the marquis d' Antin, then lying 
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in the hat bour of Port Louis, in the iſland of Hi 
paniola. 

- Accordingly, a * of negroes, raiſed: by the 
ena. being put on board, the fleet failed from 
Port Royal harbour in three diviſions, the firſt of 
which, under the command of Sir Chaloner Ogle, | 
weighed on the 224 day of January ; the ſecond 
commanded by commodore Leſtock, failed on the 
26th; and admiral Vernon, with the third diviſion, 
took his vegan on the 3ift, when the three ſqua- 
dions joining, plyed to windward, and on the 7th 


_ of February, m. de Cape I bete, where he was 


24% 


joined by the Wolf floop, which he had previouſly 


detached for intelligence. Captain Dandridge the | 


commander of this veſſel, gave him to underſt and, 
that he had looked into Port Louis, and ſeen nine- 
teen ſhips of war, one of which carried A * at 
the main. top · maſt head. l.. 

In conſequence of this information, the feet 
Reerhd forthe iſle of Vache, and coming to anchor, 
about two leagues to the weſtward of Port Louis, 
on the 12th, captain Laws of the Spence. ſloop was 
teat $0 reconnoitre the harbour, and pretty ney 

confirmed the report of Dandridge. 

Next day, admiral Vernon, accompanied by ge- 
neral Wentworth, went in a barge, and ſounded 
the depth of water between the iſle of Vache and 
Hiſpaniola ; and on the 14th, Mr. Wentworth re- 
connoitred in perſon, from the Spence floop, which 
had no ſooner. opened the harbour of Port Louis, 
than he plainly perceived that all the fhips were 
merchantmen, moſtly unrigged, except one frigate 
of forty guns; and that the ſuppoſed flag was no 
other than the white gable end of an houſe, in 2 
line with the main-top- maſt of this veſſel. As a 
French officer had come off with a meſſage from 
the governor on the 14th, and was. not admitted 


to the ROrRIra, Mr. Vernon now ſent captains Boſ- 
cawen 
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cawen and Knowles to make an apology for having 


declined ſeeing that gentleman z to know what his 
propoſals were, and to alk leave to wood and water 


in the bay, They returned with a polite anſwer, - 
| and brought an account of the marquis d'Antin's hav- 


ing ſailed for Europe on the 26th day of January; a 


| circumftance which was confirmed by the arrival of 


captain Renton in the Experiment, who had been 


16th, it was reſolved, in a general council of war, 


that the fleet ſhould, with all expedition, wood and 


| water in Iros, Tiberoon, and Donna Maria bays, 
and thence proceed directly to Carthagena. - 
During the ſeven days which were thus employ- 
ed, detachments from the American regiment and 
| the negroes were daily ſent aſhore to cut faſcines and 
pickets, and the Weymouth, Experiment, and Spence 


& loop, under the command of captain Knowles, de- 
tached beforehand to ſound Punta Canoa bay, about 


| two leagues to the windward of Carthagena. 


February the 26th, the whole fleet was under fail, 


to the number of one hundred and twenty-four, and 
| in the evening of Wedneſday, March the 4th, an- 
chored in Playa Grande, between the town of Car- 
8 thagena and Point Canoa ; the ſmall frigates and 
8 ficelhips were ordered to lie in a line along the ſhote, 


as if the deſign had been to carry on the operations. 
to the windward of the town; and this feint had 


| ſuch an effect upon the enemy, that they drew their 
forces from the remoter parts, and began to intrench 
themſelves where they ſeemed moſtly threatened by 


| the danger. The Dunkirk, Experiment, and Spence 


| loop, were immediately diſpatched to lee werd to 
ſound the coaſt of Tierra Bomba, as far as Boca- 
| Chica, or entrance into the harbour, which was 
| pitched upon as the firſt ſcene of action. March 


| tne 5th, a council of war was held to ſettle che 
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diſtribution of plunder, according to his majefty's | 
inſtructions. Next day, the general went on board 
of the Lion to reconnoitre the ſhore and forts on 
Tierra Bomba, when the ſwell was fo great, that 
ſhe rolled away her main- maſt, and was in the vt. 
moſt. danger of periſhing. A diſpoſition was im- 

mediately formed for landing the troops, and in the 
morning of the gth, Sir Chaloner Ogle proceeded, 
with his diviſion, to d.ſtroy the ſmall forts of St. 
Jago and St. Philip, which might otherwiſe have 
annoyed the troops in Janding, and hindered the 
fleet from anchoring near the ſhore. | 

Tbis piece of ſervice was very effectually per- 
formed by the Norfolk, captain Graves, the Ruſ- 
fel, captan Norris, and the Shrewſbury, captain 
Townſhend; for, after a briſk cannonading, the 
enemy were before the evening compelled to aban- 
don the forts: nor was this ſucceſs attained with- 
out ſome loſs; for, the Shrewſbury's cable being 
Cut by a ſhot, ſhe fell to leeward before they could 
let go another anchor, and being expoſed to the 
fire of Boca-Chica, and a faſcine-battery, ſhe re- 
ceived conſiderable damage in her hull and rigging, 
beſides the loſs of ſixty men killed or wounded; 
whereas her two conſorts did not lofe above ten. 
All obſtruction being thus removed, lieutenant- 
colonel Cochrane landed with the granadiers that 
ſame evening, and took poſſeſſion of the forts : the 
bomb-ketches began to play upon the caſtle of Boca- 
Chica; and next morning the granadiers were form- 
ed on the beach, to cover the landing of the reſt 
of the army, which was effected without oppoſi- 
tion ; though the troops were obliged to lie that 
night upon their arms. T 
On the 11th, the negroes, tools, and tents, be- 
ing put aſhore, the ground was cleared, the tents 


were pitched, and the troops put under cover from 
ws the 


„„ 
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the n. ight-dews, which are very dangerous in that 
climate. A coupure was made through the woods, 
to cut off the communication between the city and 
forts at the harbour's mouth, and another opening | 
towards the fort of Hoex-Chica: which they intend= _ 
ed to batter in breach from a faſcine-battery, raiſed. 
under the dired ions of Mr. Moor, the principal en- 

ineer, a man of capacity and experience. He, 
at the ſame time, planned out a mortar battery, de- 
fended from the enemy's fire by caſks filled with 
ſand, which began to play upon the caſtle on the 
13th, in conjunction with the bomb-ketches. 

As for the great-gun battery, it could not be 
fniſhed with ſuch expedition; for, the workmen - 
were not only galled by the ſhot of the enemy, who 
fired with great vigour, but ſo relaxed by the heat 
of the climate, that they could net bear much fa- 
tigue ; and the negroes, upon whole: labour there 

was great dependance, were ſo intimidated by the 
fre from Boca Chica, that-they threw down their 
burthens, and fled at the-report of every gun. 

For theſe reaſons the engineer repreſented to the 
eouncil of war; that the work could not be carried 
on in a proper manner, without a reinforcement of: 
one thouſand ſix hundred men added to the troops 
already landed; and as there was a number of ſol- 
diers {till on board of the fleet, the general demand- 
ed this ſupply ; which the admiral refuſed, on the 
ſuppoſition that ſuch a reinforcement could not be 
neceſſary. 

March the 17th, when the parapet of the bat- 
tery was raiſed almoſt up to the embraſures,. the 
Jand-officers, in a council of war, agreed to follicit - 

the afliftance of the admiral in deſtroying a faſcine- 
battery on the other ſide of the harbour, called the 
Barradera, from which they had received conſider- 

able damage and interruption; and in compliance 


with this requeſt, a d of three hundred 
P 6 4, ſallors, ” | 
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failors, ſupported by a body of the ſoldiers that © F 
remained on board of the fleet, were conveyed thi- 
ther at night in boats, under the command of cap. 
tains. Boſcawen, Watſon, Coats, Waſhington, Mr, 
Mutray, and lieutenant Forreſt, who attacked the 
battery with great valour, repulſed the enemy, and 
ſpiked up the cannon. 
On the 19th,, an epaulement was raiſed on the 
left of the great-gun battery, to cover it from the 
fire of the enemy's ſhips of war, which were moor: 
ed between the forts of Boca-Chica and St. Jo. 
ſeph, ſo as entirely to block. up the entrance of the 
harbour; and that ſame day, the enemy were per- 
ceived, at work in repairing the Barradera battery, 
which having been imperfectly demoliſhed, was 
ſoon in a condition to renew its fire, and annoy our 
troops; ſo that the admiral ordered a ſixty gun ſhip 
to beat it down; but her efforts had little effect. 
March the 22d, the battery being finiſhed, be- 
gan early in the morning to play upon the fort of 
Boca-Chica *, with four and twenty great guns, 
and forty ſmall mortars and cohorns, that fired al- 
ternately with good effect; and the enemy returned 
the fire with great vigour from the caſtle, the fa- 
ſeine battery on the Barradera ſide, and their mae 
in 
; Name day, comm atone Leſtock, who lay with 
bis ſquadron, to the windward of the whole fleet, 
hoiſted a broad red pendant, and weighed anchor in 


1 he enemy Livibg neglected to clear away the 
wood | in the nei hbourhood of Boca-Chica, the Engliſh 
engineer took advantage of the omiſſion, to * the 
workmen who were employed in raiſing the battery; 
for, as the Spaniards did not ſee them, they could not 
properly direct their fire; and the battery being finiſhed, 
tie trees were immediately knocked down; ſo that it 
roſe to the view, like the effects of magic. 


the 
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| the Boyne, and with:the Princeſs Amelia, the Prince 
Frederic, Hampton-Court, Suffolk, and Tilbury, 
went in to cannonade the forts of Boca-Chica, St. 
Joſeph, the Spaniſh men of war, and the Barradera 


battery. As the commodore failed along the whole 
line of the fleet, all the ſhips Were manned to do him | 
honour ; every veſſel ſaluted him with three cheers 


as he paſſed, and all the muſic played Britons ſtrike 


Home. This ſquadron having run in as near the 


forts as poſſible, each ſhip clapped a ſpring on her 


cable, and a terrible cannonading enſued ; as the 
reader may eaſily conceive, | when he is informed, 
that above five hundred great guns, beſides a great 
number of bombs and cohorns, were inceſſantly 
plyed during the beſt part of the day. In the even- 


ing they were called off, after having ſuſtained con- 


ſiderable loſs, and next morning renewed their fire 
with freſh alacrity 3 though their ſhot did very little 
execution among the enemy, and had no effect at 
all on the face of the weſtern baſtion, which: was 


battered in breach from the land-battery. - In this 


engagement, lord Aubrey Beauclerc, who command- 


ed the Prince Frederic, loft his life, and was uni- 


verſally regretted : and Mr. Moor the chief engi- 
neer was killed aſhore on the battery, to the great 
prejudice of the expedition. In the evening, an- 


other detachment of ſailors and ſoldiers, command- 


ed by captain Watſon, was tranſported in boats to 
the Barradera ſhore, and burned the battery without 


oppolition, together with a ſloop which lay on the 


other fide of a neck of land, and ſupplied it with 


neceflaries and ammunition. 


Mean while the Englith battery fired night and 


day, without intermiſſion, till the 25th, when the 
breach being reported practicable by an engincer, 


who had been ſent to reconnuitre, it was reſolved, 


in a council of war, to make the attack that ſame 


evening: 


! 
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evening: a diſpoſition was inſtantly made and com. 
municated to the admiral, who, in order to make 
a favourable diverſion, agreed to ſend his boats wel! 
manned and armed, under the command of cap. 
tain Knowles, to make an attempt upon Fort St. 
Joſeph, and the Spanifhr ſhips, while the land- forces 
ſhould be employed in ſtorming the breach of Boca. 
Chica. Theſe precautions being taken, the troops 
advanced to the aſſault about hve in the afternoon. 
A ſerjeant and twelve grenadiers, accompanied by 
thirty voluntiers, compoſed the forlorn hope; theſe 
were followed by two hundred and fixty grenadien, 
commanded by lieutenant colone] Macleod ; then 
came colonel Daniel, at the head of five hundred 
men, and ſome ſmall-parties, carrying ſcaling lad- 
ders, pick-axes, &c. to be uſed if neceſſity ſhould 
require. They again were ſuſtained by five hun- 
dred men, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Cochrane; and Mr. Blakeney, brigadier of the day, 
had the direction of the attack: | | 
Three bombs fired from the battery, gave the 
fogal for putting them in motion; upon which a 
volley of round ſhot was poured in upon the breach, 
and this ſucceeded by another of grape-ſhot, which 
obliged the centinels upon the walls to put them- 
ſelves under cover, and contributed to their not 
perceiving the troops when they firſt moved to the 
attack. But, before they reached the foot of the 
walls, they heard the Spaniſh drums beating to arms; 
the top of the breach was manned, and the enemy's 
ſhips, and Fort St. Joſeph began to fire with grape- 
ſhot upon the aſſailants, though with very little ef- 
fet: but, the commandant Don Blas, being on 
board of one of the ſhips, the garriſon were ſtruck 
with a pannic, and fled with precipitation out-of 
the gate as ſoon as the grenadiers men to mount 


the ach. 
Immed lately 
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Immediately after the troops had taken poſſeſſion 
of the fort, the Africa and San Carlos, two of the 
Soaniſh men of war, were ſunk by the enemy, the 
San Philip being ſet on fire, either by the red-hot 
balls from the Jand-battery, or by the Spaniards, 
' which continued burning until the fire reached the 
magazine, and then blew up with a vaſt explaſion. 
During theſe tranſactions, the armed boats from 


the fleet, commanded by captain Knowles, rowed 


to the Barradera fide, while the ſoldiers and ſailors 
landing, attempted to ſurprize Fort St. Joſeph ; but 
being diſcovered, they found themſelves ſo much 
expoſed to the artillery of that fortification, that 
they were fain to retire under cover of the buſhes, 


until it was evacuated by tke enemy, who foreſaw 


it would be impoſſible to maintain this poſt after 
Boca-Chica was taken. - In the mean time, the ad- 
miral ſent orders to his detachment to attack it in 
their boats, and they accordingly entered it without 
oppcfition : then they boarded the Galicia, com- 
manded by Don Blas, in which they found two 
officers and ſixty men, who had not time to make 


| their eſcape; and laſtly demoliſhed a ſtrong boom 


fixed acroſs the harbour's mouth, the end of which 
had been already cut down by a party of the land- 
forces, under the command of Mr. Blane, an en- 
gineer, and lieutenant Bennet, who was the firſt 
man that entered the breach. By this time, the 
Engliſh had made themſelves maſters of all the forts 
and defences at the harbour of Boca-Chica, in 
which the enemy placed their chief confidence ; 
and indeed we muſt own the ſucceſs of this after- 
noon and evening were altogether extraordinary, if 
we confider the ſituation of the harbour's mouth, 
and the manner in which it had been fortihed, 
This place takes its name of Boca-Chica or Nar- 
row Mouth, from the narrowneſs of the _— 
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and lies-i in ſuch a manner upon the coaſt, that the 
trade - wind blowing from the eaſt, never affords 3 
favourable brecze which would enable a ſquadron 
of ſhips of war to enter by main force. At one 
ſide of this narrow channel, cloſe to the ſhore, the 
Spaniards had erected the fort of Boca- Chica, which 
was a regular quadrangle, with four baſtions, and 
mounted with eighty- four great guns, beſides a very 
large mortar and cohorns : : on the other {ide ſtood 
Fort San Joſeph, in a ſmall iſland detached by a 
narrow gut from the continent of the Barradera, 
mounting thirty-ſix cannon, moſtly level with the 
ſurface of the water; between theſe two caſtles 
was fixed a very ſtrong boom, conſiſting. of cables, 
chains, and beams of. wood, ſtretched acroſs the 
| harbour's mouth, and within this, four ſhips of 
war, mounting Carty? four guns each, were moore! 
in a line to defend the paſſage ; over 200 above theſe 
fortifications, we have already mentioned the fa- 
ſeine -· battery on the Barradera ſhore, which greatly 
galled the Engliſh in their approaches, and the ſmall 
forts of San Philip and San Jago, which the ſhips 
-demoliſhed before the troops could be landed. 

Immediately after the reduction of Boca Chica, 
meaſures were taken for reimbarking the troops, 
artillery, and ſtores; commodore Leitock was ap- 
pointed to remain with his ſquadron at the har- 
bour's mouth, and the reſt of the fleet entered the 
outward e wan as ſoon as the channel could be 
cleared of the wrecks ſunk there. 

On Friday the 27th, the Griffin and Orford were 
ordered to advance, and poſt themſelves acroſs the 
mouth of the inner harbour called Surgidero; while 
the Weymouth and Cruizer loop were detached to 
the other ſide of the harbour, to demoliſh two 
ſmall batteries on each ſide of the Paſſo- Cavallos 


or Horſe Ferry, a cee through which proviſions 
wele 


a , 
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| were conveyed into the Laguna, and from thence 


| to the city. This piece of ſervice was performed 
without oppoſition, under the direction of captain. 
| Knowles, who at the ſame time took ſome hulks, 

and ſmall craft that were ſerviceable in watering 
| the fleet, at a, very convenient wharf which they 
| found by the ſide of an exccllent ſpring. 


This was a very welcome diſcovery to the 1 


on board of the fleet, who had been hitherto reſtrict- 
ed to a very ſcanty allowance of this element, name- 
ly, a purſer's quart (about three half-pints) per diem 


to every individual: in a, climate where there is- 


ſuch a continual expence of, the animal fluid, that 
as many gallons might have been neceſſary to re- 
| pair the waſte of four and twenty hours, in a hard 


working man, ſweating under the ſun, which was 


vertical, and fed with putrid beef, ruſty pork, and 
| bread ſwarming with maggots. Nor could this rey 
ſtriction be owing to the fears of ſcarcity ; for over 
and above all the-water-caſks which. were filled at 


E Hiſpaniola, there was not an old empty pipe, pun» 
cheon, pork-tub, or beef-barrel that was not cone. 
verted to this uſe; and in ſome ſhips, ſo little pains. 


| had been taken to cleanſe theſe veſſels, that the wa- 
| ter was corrupted and ſtunk ſo abominably, that 
| a man was fain to ſtop his noſe with one hand, 

while with the other, he conveyed the can to his 
| head, - 
Nay, if every caſk of water had- been ſtarted over- 


| board, it is we | known that it might have been ea- 


ſily ſupplied by an expedient which is often practiſed, 
| and was actually adopted by the troops on ſhore; [ 
mean that of ſinking half-tubs bored, in the beach, 


which are filled with potable water, rained through 


| the pores of the ſand. , 

With reſpect to the allowance of brandy, granted 

| fo every individual, the admital, in his great ſaga» 
city, 
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the ſoldiers, artillery, and ſtores ſhould be landed 


on the Jand-ſide of Carthagena, within the Surgi. 
other, between which the enemy had ſunk ſeven 
D that the army on ſhore ſhould be reinforced by thoſe 
try, and beſiege the fort of: Lazar, which ſtood on 


of his Jargeſt ſhips to batter the town. 


bring his guns to bear upon Caſtel Grande which, 


ed ſixty- four pieces of cannon. During theſe tran | 
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water, without ſweetning or ſouring, ſo as to com. 
poſe a moſt unpalatable drench, which no man could 
ſwallow without reluctance. 2 

March the 3oth, at a general council of war held 
on- board of the admiral's ſhip, it was reſolved that 


with all expedition, at a place called La Quinta, 


dero, or inner mouth of the anchoring-place, which 
was defended by Caſte] Grande, a ſtrong caſtle, on 
one ſide, and a ſmall fort called Manzanillo, onthe 


galleons and two large men of war, in order to block 
up the channel: at the ſame time, it was agreed 


detachments of the regiments which {till remained 
on board of the ſhips of war. AT 

"The intention of this ſecond: landing, was to cut 
off all communication between the town and coun- 


the top of a hill, and commanded the city of Car- 
thagena. Nor was it doubted that the admiral 
would co-operate with the army, by ſending in ſome 


Mean while, captain Knowles was ordered' to 


as well as the fort on the oppoſite ſide, was aban- 
doned; ſo that he took immediate poſſeſſion, and 
was appointed governor of the caſtle, which mount: 


actions, captain Renton of the Experiment, having 


' reconnoitred the channel in which the galleons and 


men of war had been ſunk, found the ſtern of the 
Conquiſtador ſtill afloat ; fo that they found means 


to heave it round, and open a paſſage into the Sur- 
gidero for two bomb-veſlels, which being covered 


by 
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by as many twenty gun ſhips, began to play upon 
| the town, though they were moored at too great a 
diſtance to do much execution: nevertheleſs, ſome 
| ſhells took place, and even ſet ſome houſes on fire, 
and the enemy ſeemed now to be in deſpair; for, 
| they themſelves burned a French ſhip of war lying 
| at anchor near the walls of the town, which they 
could never imagine would fall into the hands of 

the Engliſh, unleſs they had thought themſelves on 
the eve of ſurrendering the city, 35 

The admiral and his ſquadron having come to 
| anchor near Caſtel Grande, no time was loſt in 


| purſuing the defign of the fecond landing at La 


Quinta : the tranſports with the troops, ſtores, and 
artillery, failed up the harbour from Boca- Chica, 
and a diſpoſition being made for difembarking, on 
the morning of the 5th, the Weymouth, the Cruiſer 
| ſloop, and two or three fire-ſhips, which had paſſed 
| through the channel, were ordered to fire with grape- 
| ſhot all the preceding night, in order to ſcour the 
| woods and ſhore adjoining to the landing-place,* 
April the 5th, the firſt diviſion of the ſoldiers, 
| amounting to one | thbuſand four hundred men, 
| commanded by brigadier Blakeney, rendezvouſed 
along: ſide of the Weymouth; at five in the morn- 
| ing, colonel Grant at the head of the grenadiers, 
landed without oppoſition, and being followed by 
the reſt, formed the whole in order of battle, to 


march againſt the enemy. Theſe being joined by 


two hundred Americans as pionecrs, the negroes, 
and a party of matroſſes, with eight pattereroes, 
began to move forwaris into the wood, and hav- 
ing reached the end of the defilee, with the loſs of 
one man killed by the fire of a ſtraggling party, 
they perceived the Spaniards, to the number of 
ſeven hundred, drawn up on the ftrand, in fuch 


3 manner as to cover the road leading to the city. 
There 
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There they ſtood with a good countenance, ſeem. 
ingly determined to diſpute the ground, from 
which the general ordered the grenadiers to dif. 
lodge them; but, as they were obliged to match 
through a narrow paſs, bounded on the left by the 


_ lagoon, and on the right by a thick copſe, a par- 


ty of American ſoldiers were detached into this laſt, 
in order to fall upon the rear of any ſmall parties 
which might have been poſted among the bulhes, 
to flank the Engliſh as they advanced. 2 

The grenadiers marched up with great alacritp 
and very little loſs, notwithſtanding two fires from 
the enemy; then the front platoon poured in their 
fire at the diſtance of half, a muſket-ſhot, and im- 
mediately wheeled to right and left as in ſtreet fire 
ing, to make room for the next to advance; a cir- 
cumſtance from which the Spaniards ſuppoſing the 
whole body gave way, they expreſſed their joy 
in a loud huzza : but, they were ſoon convinced 


of their miſtake, by the cloſe fire of the follow- 
ing platoons; in conſequence of which, they ſoon 


fell into confuſion, and fled towards the-Tity, whi- 
ther it was not thought proper to purſue them, be- 
cauſe this party. was juſtly ſuppoſed to be no other 


a than a decoy, to draw the Engliſh into an ambul- 
cade, or within cannon-ſhot of the town and Fort 


Lazaro. Ez | | 085 
The proper guards being poſted, and the troops 
put under cover in ſome houſes and ſheds adjoining 


to La Quinta, a party was detached to take poi- 


ſeſſion of a convent ſituated on the top of a bill, | 
called la Popa, where they found ſome priſoners, | 


and left an officer's guard; from hence the gene- 


ral, accompanied by brigadier Guiſe, next day fe- 
connoitred the city, and it was debated in a coun” 
cil of war, whether or not the fort ſhould be at- 
tacked the following night, befure the enemy ſhoe 

5 | 1 1a 
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| have finiſhed. ſome works upon the hill, on which 
| they were ſeen employed with great diligence : but 
this attempt was poſtponed becauſe no ſtores were 
| as yet landed from the ordnance ſhips, ' That ve- 
ry evening, however, hve pieces of cannon, with 
powder and ball, were put on ſhore, and a number 
of Americans and negroes being landed, with work- 
| ing tools, they began to clear che ground for an en- 
campment; though in the mean time the Europe- 
ans ſuffered ſeverely from the exceſſive heat; fo hike 
| the work was greatly retarded, oO» 
April 7th, the council of war being reaſſembled, 
the report of the principal engineer conſidered, 
| and the intelligence given by deferters taken into 
conſideration, the members were unanimouſly of 
opinion, that the fort -ought not to be attempted 
without having firſt raiſed a battery, the ſcheme of 
which the engineer was ordered to lay before the - 
council with all poſſible expedition. Mean while 
this reſolution was immediately commanicated to 
the admiral, together with the opinion of the mem- 
bers, importing that the ſucceſs of ſuch an enter- 
prize would be much facilitated by the 'admiral's 
giving directions to the bomb-ketches to play upon 
fort San Lazaro, which might alſo be battered by 
one of the lafge ſhips of war, at that time lying al- 
together inactive. „ 

The admiral treated the deſign of a battery with 
great contempt, alledging that cannon were not at 
all neceſſary for the taking of ſuch a paultry fort, 
which would certainly be abandoned as ſoon as 
the Engliſh ſhould appear in earneſt to give the 
aſſault; but with reſpect to the bombarding and 
battering” San Lazaro, he ſent no determinate an- 
ſwer. 1 | 
It is a" melancholy truth, which, however, 
ought to be told, that a low, ridiculous, and per- 

nicious 
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nicious jealouſy ſubſiſted between the land and 
ſea-officers during this whole expedition; and that 
the chiefs of thoſe were ſo weak or wicked as tg 
take all opportunities of thwarting and manifeſt. 
ing their contempt for each other, at a time when 
the lives of ſo many brave fellow - ſubjects were at 


| fake, and when the intereſt. and honour of their 


country required the. utmoſt zeal and unanimity. 
Inſtead of conferring perſonally, and co-operat- 
ing with vigour and cordiality, they began to 
hold ſeparate councils, draw up acrimonious re- 
monſtrances, and ſend. irritating meſſages to each 


other; and while each of them piqued himſlf 


upon doing barely as much as would ſcreen him 
from the cenſure of a court-martial, neither ſeem- 


ed diſpleaſed at the negle& of his colleague ;- but, 
on the contrary, both were in appearance glad 


of the. miſcarriage of the expedition, in hope of 
ſeeing one another ſtigmatized with infamy and 
diſgrace, In a word, the admiral was a man of 
weak underſtanding, ſtrong prejudices, boundleſs 
arrogance, and over-bolling paſſions; and the ge- 
neral, though he had ſome parts, was wholly de- 
fective in point of experience, confidence, and re- 
ſolution. „„ 5 e 

The Spaniards, judging from the ſpirit, with 


which the attack had been hitherto carried on, that 


they could not be too alert in making preparations 
for the reception of ſuch an enterpriſing enemy, em- 
ployed all their endeavours and attention in ſtrength- 
ening the defences of San Lazaro, by mounting 
an extraordinary number of cannon. upon the walls, 
and making new works upon the hill, in order 
to retard the operations of the ſiege : at the ſame 
time they brought ſome pieces of artillery to bear 


upon the Engliſh advanced - guard, and the ge- 
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| ceral's quarters, Which, however, received little 
| damage. | 75 


By this time the rainy ſeaſon had begun with ſuß 
violence, that it was hardly practicable to keep the 


field, for it poured down in a deluge inceſſantly, 
from the riſing to the ſetting of the ſun; and then 
the lightning began to play in ſuch continued flaſh- 
ing, that one might have read a ſmall print all night 
long by the illumination. Such a change of the at- 
moſphere is always attended with an epidemical diſ- 
temper, in conſequence of which the men dropped 
down ſo faſt, that there was ſcarce a ſufficiency to 
relieve the proper guards of the camp, much leſs to 
cut down the wood and raife a battery, ſo as to at- 
E tack San Lazaro in form. 5 


. 


On theſe conſiderations it was reſolved, in a coun- 


cil of war, to make an attempt for ſurprizing the 
fort; and ſcaling-ladders, and other implements for 
© this purpoſe were provided accordingly. A ſtrange 
E reſolution ! which ſeems to have been the reſult of 
a report made by ſome engineers, who having re- 
E connoitred the place, affirmed that the walls were 
not high, nor ſecured by any ditch on the other 
ſide; but, that there was an ample road, of an eaſy 
| aſcent, leading up the hill, and a wooden door on 
the left, which might be forced without much dif- 
ficulty. Though this repreſentation, backed by a 
| deſerter, who offered himſelf as a guide, might have 
had ſome weight with the general, his chief incite- 
| ment to hazard the lives of ſo many brave Britons, 


in the execution of ſuch a raſh enterprize, ſeems to 


| have been the importunity of the admiral, who, in 
| repeated Jetters, and taunting meſſages, vehemently 
preſſed him to the attack, ſaying, that it was ſcarce 
poſſible to miſcarry, In all likelihood Mr. Went- 
worth was afraid it would be alledged, and poſſibly 
| Credited, at home, that the city muſt have been re- 

8 duced had this experiment been tried. 


Inſtead 
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© Inſtead of facrificing his own underſtanding, and 
his gallant ſoldiers, to ſuch an idle punctilio or ſuſpi. 1 
cion, he ought to have acted up to the dictates of i 
own judgment, and propoſed in his turn, that, 3 
the land- army could not proceed in their operation 
with any proſpect of ſucceſs, the admiral ſhould at. 
tack the town with his gteat ſhips, which lay ina! 
tive, though the men longed for ſuch an opportuniy 
to ſignalize their courage. © A report indeed waz 
induſtriouſſy circulated, that there was not wate 
ſufficient for the ſhips to lie near enough to batter 
in breach; and that the admiral was laudably ave. 
to hazard his majeſty's ſhips upon an uncertainty, 
But it now plainly appears, from the atteſtation of 
the beſt pilots, and the ſoundings of the harbour, 
ſpecified in the prefixed authentic charte, that four 
or five of the eighty gun ſhips might have been 
moored in a line cloſe by the walls of Carthagene; 
and if this expedient had been practiſed, in all pro- 
bability the town would have ſurrendered immedi 
_ ately; for it is well known that the inhabitants e 
pected no other fate, and had by this time ſent their 
wives and children, together with their moſt valu- 
able effects, into the country, With reſpec to Mr, 
Vernon's being averſe to riſque his majeſty's ſhip 
upon an uncertainty, I ſhall only obſerve, that thi 
maxim, fince adopted by other commanders, 51 
very ill- judged and ſuſpicious tenderneſs ;/ inaſmuct 
as his majeſty's ſhips were made for ſervice, ani 
that they can hardly ever act at all, if they do nd 
engage upon ſome fort of uncertainty. But to fe. 


turn to the land- forces. | 


— 
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mount the hill, the grenadiers being commanded 
by colonel Grant, tho brigadier Guiſe had the com- 
mand of the attack. The diviſion which was or- 

dered to take the open acceſſible road upon the right 
of the fort, was, in the dark, by the miſtake of the _ 
goide, conducted to the center, where the aſcent 
is very ſteep, and the ground broken; yet, not- 
| withſtanding theſe obſtructions, a number of the 
ſoldiers gained the top, and puſhed on to the ene- 
mies entrenchments, where the greateſt part of 
them was flaughtered, becauſe they could not be 
MW immediately ſuſtained by the reſt of the platoons, 
| which advanced but ſlowiy with ſtreet-firing, on ac- 
count of the unevenneſs of the ground. Colonel 
Grant mounted on the left with great gallantry,” but 
received a mortal wound before any advantage could 
be taken of his ſucceſs : at the ſame time the guide 
vas killed, and the men dropped very faſt; ſo that 
the officer next in command made no further pro- 
greſs, but remained on the ſide of the hill, expoſed 
to a ſevere fire from the caſtle and the town, which 
did great execution. | 5 e 
E Nor could the ſcaling-ladders, wool- packs, or 
hand-grenades be of any ſervice in this emergency; 
for the Americans who carried them in the rear, 
ſeeing the troops falling by whole platoons, refuſed 
to advance with their burthens; but tho' they would 
not advance as pioneers, many of them took up the 
firelocks which they found on the field, and mixing 
among the troops, behayed very bravely. 
| It muſt be owned, for the honour of the army in 
general, that no officers or ſoldiers could act with 
pnore courage, alacrity, and perſeverance, than that 
which was manifeſted on this unhappy occaſion, al- 
tho* very few of them had ever ſeen the face of an 
enemy before this trial. | 5 
As ſoon as day- light enabled the general to view 
Phe poſture of the troops, be ſent to inform briga - 
Vo, Va 200" dier 
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{ſmall veſſels, where they had not room to fit up . 
right; they wallowed in filth; myriads of maggors di 
were hatched in the putrefaction of their ſores, MW! 
which had no other dreſſing than that of being th 
waſhed by themſelves with their OWN allowance of Glu 
brandy; and nothing was heard but groans, la- ch 
mentations, and the language of deſpair invoking . 


death to deliver them from their miſeries. What e 
0 5 | ſerved 
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KM dier Guiſe, that if he could puſh forward he ſhould 
105 de ſuſtained by five hundred men, who were or- 
d ddered to advance accordingly; but by this time the 

7 ſoldiers were diſheartened, and the number of the 

i enemy was every inſtant een by reinforcements 

0 of freſh men from the city, until they equalled, if 

1 not exceeded, the aſſailants, for whom they waited I 

1 on the hill without flinching. 

14 It was therefore found neceſſary to effect a re. 
1 treat, which was ſecured by means of thoſe fre 
* hundred men who brought up the rear; but not 
1 before the loſs of the Engliſh amounted to two ME 
14 hundred killed, and twice that number wounded, 4 
* of which laſt the majority did not recover. dx. 4 

Ui teen of theſe were taken priſoners by the Spaniards, 

1638 who treated them with great humanity, and loudly WF 

Wh. extolled the valour of the aflailants; and a ceſſation 

Wil of arms was immediately agreed upon for a few WW 

4 hours, during which time the dead were buried. 
5 Mean while a breaſt work was raiſed at the advanced 
i: guard, to put the men under cover, and the in- 
1 trenchment enlarged for the reception of two mor- 
11 tars, which in two days began to fire u pon San La- 
1 zaro with good effect. 4 

19 84 As for the ſick and wounded, they were next 
| tal day ſent on board of the tranſperts and veſſels called 
{288 | hoſpital-ſhips, where they languiſhed in want of 
. every neceſſary comfort and accommodation. T hey Wl 
11 8 were deſtitute of ſurgeons, nurſes, cooks, and pro- d 
1 per proviſion; they were pent up between decks in a 
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| ſerved to encourage this deſpondence, was the pro- 


ſpect of thoſe poor wretches who had ſtrength and 


| opportunity to look around them; for there they 


beheld the naked bodies of their fellow- ſoldiers and 


| comrades floating up and down the harbour, afford- 
| ing prey to the carrion crows and ſharks, which tore 


them in pieces without interruption, and contribut- 


ing by their ſtench to the mortality that prevailed. 


This picture cannot fail to be ſhocking to the 


| humane reader, eſpecially when he is informed that 
# while thoſe miſerable objects cried in vain for aſſiſt- 
E ance, and actually periſhed for want of proper 
| attendance z every ſhip of war in the fleet could 
E have ſpared a couple of ſurgeons for their relief; and 
many young gentlemen of that profeſſion ſolicited 
their captains in vain for leave to go and adminiſter 
help to the ſick and wonnded, The neceſſities of 
the poor people were well known; the remedy was 
eaſy and apparent; but the diſcord between the 
8 chiefs was inflamed. to fuch a degree of diabolical 
E. zancour, that the one choſe rather to ſee his men 
periſh than aſk help of the other, who diſdained to 
offer his aſſiſtance unaſked, though it might have 
ved the lives of his fellow ſubjects. 


Had the admiral, when the troops moved to the 


attack of San Lazaro, ſent in a few ſhips againſt the 
town, to make a diverſion in their favour, the 
enemy would have been diſtracted, and their fire for 
| divided that neither the land- forces nor the men of 
war could have ſuffered much damage, and in all 
probability the city would have been ſurrendered at 
diſcretion. Or even without this diverſion, had 
the ſoldiers been joined by a body of ſailors, when 
they marched to the aſſault, the attempt might have 
ſucceeded ; for while the troops, by regular diſ- 
charges, could have cleared the parapet of the 
enemy, the ſailors being more accuſtomed to climb- 
ling and boarding, might have applied the ladders, 


3 ſcaled 
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ſicaled the walls, and forced the gate, ſo as to afford 
admiſſion to the ſoldiers 1 | 

The ſickneſs ſtill increaſing among the troops 
and the admiral declining to land a reinforcement 
for ſupplying the lofs by which the army was dimi- 
Niſhed ; it was reſolved, in a council of war, to de. 
| fire the admiral to give directions for re-embarking 
the cannon, ſince his ſilence with regard to the de- 
manded reinforcement ſeemed to imply a denial, 
Some acrimonious meſſages having paſſed be. 
tween the chiefs on this ſubject, the land officers 
demanded a general council of war, which was at. 
cordingly held on board the admiral's own ſhip on 

the 14th day of April, when, after the condition of 

the army, and the poſture of affairs, were take 
into conſideration, it was agreed, that-as the troops 
were greatly diminiſhed, weakened and fatigued, 
and as their ſupplies of water were almofFexhailted,” 
the ſiege of ſuch a ſtrong place as Carthagene could 
not be attempted with any probability of ſuccels; 
and therefore the artillery and forces ſhould be it 
embarked with all convenient expedition, 

A diſpoſition was immediately formed for a re 
treat; and next day the cannon, ſtores, and heay 
baggage. were put on board. Mean while captan 
Knowles began to throw ſhells at fort St. Lazaro 
from two ſmall mortars, in a battery which he had 
judiciouſly raiſed on the ſhore under cover of hö 
ſhip, at the diſtance of two thouſand ſix hundred 
yards from the caſtle, notwithſtanding the remon- 
ſtrances of colonel Lewis of the train, who gave hin 
to underſtand that this was the utmoſt diſtance ® 

mortar can carry when the chamber is quite filled 
with powder; an expedient never practiſed bit 
upon proof. But the captain piqued himſelf upd f 
being an able engineer, and in the confidence of bi th 
own capacity expended a good number of {bells 
the amuſement of the enemy, * 
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April the 16th, the Galicia, one of the Spaniſh - 


| ſhips of war, taken at Bocachica, having been by 


the admiral's directions fitted up as a floating bat- 
tery, mounting fixteen guns only, manned by de- 


| tachments from the navy, and commanded by cap- 
tain Hoare, was warped up the harbour before day, 


and moored at ſome diſtance from the town, which 


| ſhe began to canonade with great vigour and ſome. 


ſucceſs. After having lain above five hours expoſed 


to the whole fire of Carthagene and fort Lazaro, 
| the captain was ordered to cut her cables, and let 
her drive out broadſide before the ſea breeze; but 
running a-ground on a ſhoal, the men and ammu- 
| nition were removed in boats, and ſhe was ſet on fire 

by order of the admiral. - „ 


This very extraordinary experiment of ſending in 
a battery of ſixteen guns againſt the whole fire of 
Carthagene, ſeems to have been calculated by Mr. 


Vernon to ſhew the impracticability of attacking 
| that city with ſhips only; but, unfortunately for 


him, it had a quite different effect: for if that 


| veſſe], with ſixteen guns, could ſuſtain ſuch a fire 

for five hours, what might have been expected from 
| five or ſix large men of war, moored in a line, within 
| point blank ſhot of the walls? If the partizans 
of Vernon inſinuate that there is no water for ſuch 
| veſſels, they muſt be referred again to the ſoundings 
| of the harbour; they muſt be deſired to take notice 
that the galeons lie in a baſon cloſe up to the walls; 
| that the Spaniards have very lately erected a battery 
| of forty large pieces of cannon; for the defence of 
the town on the ſide of the harbour; a very un- 


necellary expence if the water is ſo ſhoal as to pre- 
vent the approach of large ſhips; and that Mon- 
ſieur de Pointis, among other large ſhips, ſeat in 
the Sceptre of eighty-four guns to batter the place, 
which ſurrendered accordingly. At ſeven in the 


erening of that ſame day on which the Galicia can- 


nonaded 
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| "i nonaded the town, the tents were ſtruck; at eight 
. the troops marched. from their ground, and em. 
.- -barked in three diviſions in the boats prepared for 
wn their reception. The general in perſon brought uy MW 

1:8 the rear, and perceiving that five tents belonging to 

418 the Americans were left ſtanding, and ſome tools 

. lying on the ground, he ordered them to be fetched 

1378 off by a ſerjeant's guard, reinforced with ſome fai. 
„ lors by lieutenant Forreſt; ſo that there was nothing 

„ left as a trophy to the enemy, who did not think 

nit to moleſt them in the retreat. 

1 The ſickneſs ſtill continued to encreaſe among 

| Vaſt the troops“, and even infected the ſailors to ſuch a 

1 degree that they died in great numbers, and univerſal 

. * dejettion prevailed. In order therefore to prevent 
1 the total ruin of the army and fleet, preparation; 

nl were made to.quit this inhoſpitable climate. The 

1 Spaniſh forts in the poſſeſſion of the Engliſh were 

„ all diſmantled and blown up; and the whole fleet 

1 being wooded and watered for the voyage, fell down 

| 18 = to Bocachica, from whence they let fail for Jamaica, 

„ Thus ended, in damage and diſgrace, the ever- 

1 memorable expedition to Carthagene, undertaken WW 
12 with an armament which, if properly conducted, Wi 

„ might have not only ruined the Spaniſh ſettlements 

6 in America, but even reduced the whole Well 

| 148 Indies under the dominion of Great Britain. 

A 10 * The diſtemper which then raged among the Engliſh was the 

1 dilious fever, attended with ſuch a putrefaction of the juices 

1 that the colour of the ſkin, which at firſt is yellow, adopts 8 

' | BW ſooty hue in the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and the patient genera 

1 dies about the third day, with violent atrabilious difcharges upwards 

my. 4 and downwards, Nothing fo effectually prevents or corrects thit 

[+ 1 j putreſaction, as plenty of ſweet water, freſh proviſion, and a liberal 

1 uſe of vegetable acids, ſuch as limes, lemons, oranges, ana 

f |: and other fruits natural to the Weſt Indies. Of all theſe refreſh- 

3 1 ments the people were in the utmoſt want, though both army an 

4 10 me of the 


fleet might have been plentifully ſupplied by employing ſo 5 
tranſports which lay inactive, to fetch turtle, live ſtock, and fruit 


from the neighbouring e AP | 54 £ 
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